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LETT E R I. 


SIR, 

EPORE I left England, I well remember how much I 
was delircd and even importuned by many of my 
Friends, and you in particular, to communicate, in a 
feries of letters, any ufeful or entertaining obfervations 
I ftiould have occauon to make in the courfe of my 
peregrinations. Whether this requeft proceeded from an exube- 
rance of good nature willing to pay me an undeferved compliment, 
or from a real opinion that I was in fome meafure qualified for thp 
ta/k, I do not pretend to know ; but I am at prefent very well 
dilpofed to interpret the doubt in my own favour, and to believe 
that I (hall be able to do fbmething not altogether incfiTciSlual for 
the gratification of your tafte and curiofitjr: yet, I am extremely 
fcnfible of the rilque I run in writing profefledly as a traveller, 
and of the cenfure that threatens every man who undertakes fuch a 
correfpondence. 

Some there are who oblige the world with the fruit of their own 
obfervation only, and very naturally fuppofe that an . account of 
thole things which made the deepeft imprefiions upon their own 
imaginations, cannot fail to have the lame efied: upon the reader : 
while others, fhrough modefiy, inability, or inattention, lervilely 
copy a fet of refledions and remarks made by thofe who have 
already communicated their labours to the publick : the Erfl. are apt 
to be impertinently circumllantial s and the laft, drily infipid. 
Indeed, a modern traveller labours under the mhfortune of writing 
upon.fubjcds which. are fuppoled to be well nigh exhaulled j as 
• B the 



T LETTER I. 

the courfc of rivers, remains of antiquity, architedure of a kter 
date, changes of fituation, cafual revolutions, and almoft every cir- 
cumftance that affords entertainment or inftrudion, have already 
been deferibed. 

% 

I 

All thefe, and other obje<aions might difeourage me fibm trou- 
bling you with lucubrations of this nature ; but as I ma]^ in the 
midiil of hackneyed fubjeds, chance to mention fomc things which 
have not fallen under your obfervation ; and, at any rate, bear 
teftimony to the truth of thofe accounts you have already perufed ; 
I fhall, without furtIjQ;jmticipation, commit myfelf to your mercy, 
after having premifed that every man is an original in his own remarks 
and adventures; and that, as fuch I fhall continue to tranfmit 
myfelf, until my correfpondence is declined by an explicit declara- 
tion ; for hints, I affure you, I will not underftand. 

I fhould alfo, in order to prevent the fevere criticifm that may 
^1 upon my performance, tell you, that I fhall be often, if not 
always obliged, as I am at prefent, to write in an hurry, without 
having time to arrange my reflections, or corred my narrative ; lb, 
that my cxcufe muft be found in the freedom of our intercourfe, 
and the intimacy of our frjendfhip. I hope I fhall be the more 
eafily forgiven for inadverten^ and want of method, when I affure 
you that, excepting Mr. Adduon s remarks, I had nothing to direft 
my enquiries, in which Miffon or Tournefort would have been of 
great fervicc. However, I made the moft of my own inquifitive 
difpofltion ; and neither the want of fleep, nor of food, could 
reftrain me from peeping into every corner which attracted my 
curiofity ; the firft I could fupply by taking a nap in my poll- 
chaife ; and, with regard to the other article, fuch is my dexterity 
and difpatch, that I can, at any time, in a few minutes, lay up 
ftore for half a day : but I muft likewife inform you of a very 
unhappy circumftance which has always attended me in my travels j 
in all the excurfions 1 ever made, it never was my good fortune to 
enjoy the company of one perfbn who had either learning, tafte, 
curiofity or acquaintance, by which I could be improved, awakened, 
countenanced or entertained :* indeed, my curiofity was fo truly 
feminine, as to require no incitement or infliction*; yet, while 1 
lament my fate in this particular, I ought to do juftice to Mr. 
Henry Livingfton of New Ybrk, who accompanied us from Eng- 
land to franckfort, and was extremely well qualified for being an 
agreeable companion ; but, as be left us fo Coon, 1 'can fcarce«men- 
tion him under the appellation of a fidlow traveller. 



Cologne. LETTER I. 3 

^ My route and different flages (hall be fpecificd at the end of wy 
journey : but I Iball take no notice of any thing in England or the 
province of Holland, with which you are fb well acquainted ; nor 
need I mention any particular in Utrecht, except the gardens and 
fllkwork of Mr, Van Hollem, the laft of which muft be very 
entertaming to any perfon of a mechanic genius ; and no fault can 
be found with the gardens, except that of their being too much 
crowded ; an excefs which may be eafily forgiven, when wc con- 
fidcr that gentlemen having very narrow fpots of ground in this 
country, it is very natural for them to make the moft of their 
poflefllons: however, no critic can justly, cenfure his grottos, 
which are inferior to none in the difpofition of the floncs and 
(hells, as well as in the choice of the figures they compofe. 
Every traveller that pafles this way fhould take a view of the city 
and country from the flccple of the cathedral; the profiled is very 
rich, and the mall is famed for its beauty. 

I was advifed to take the Arnheim road from hence to Culn * <t 
C ologne, where nothing very remarkable is to be feen, except a 
refblute and laudable antiprelatical fpirit of liberty, that prevails 
among the people : far from putting implicit faith in the fanftity 
of their fbvereign bifhop, they (crupuloufly adhere to the articles 
of their charter, being determined, at all hazards, to preferve the 
privileges it contains ; and this determined difpofition has kindled 
and keeps alive an unextinguifhable fire of jealoufy between the 
electoral father and his people. Their conftitution, in fome 
(hape, refemblei the conditional contrail of proteftion and allegi- 
ance, fublifting between the fovereign and fubjedts of Great Britain : 
but the oath they take is a little more particular, exprefling a pro- 
vifb to this purpofe : While he continues to maintain them, their 

wives, cUldren and the ancient city, in their rights, honours and 
** ancient privileges.” This duty he not only (wears to perform, 
but likewife obliges himfclf by a deed couched in thefe very terms, 
and (an^ioned by the archiepilcopal feal ; which they, good folks ! 
mod carefully preferve. So little are they fond of his company, 
that they willingly difpenlc with his prefence in town ; and fo fen- 
fible is heof their indifFerence, that he always refides at Bonn, 
or a country houfe called Bruhl, in the neighbourhood. 

The churches are neat ; and this is all that can be feidr^o ^leir 
advantage: in one of them 1 beard a very fine piece of^^ufick, 

* GolonUUbionin, or Colmiia Agrippina ft Colooia Agripp^ 
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the vocal parts of which were performed by lay-nuns, one of whom 
was tolerably handfomc, though all the other women I law were 
quite the reverie. As the nuns retired after lervice, we who flood 
by the gates of the choir, faluted them with a low reverence, 
which they returned in a very genteel manner. It was pity they 
had not more beauty, their drefs being very be, coming. Their 
habit was black, with a long train and lawn fleeves, plaited and 
fringed in an antique manner: their necks were furrounded with 
ruffs like thofe worn in the days of queen Elizabeth ; and their 
hair was drelTed in ringlets, according to Sir Peter Lilly’s ftile in 
painting. Lady ***^J! 3 *’‘^* would have looked enchanting in 
fuch an equipage ; yet you muft not think I would make a nun of 
her ladyfhip. She has employed her time to much better purpofe : 
though the ladies I mention, are fb little reftrifled by their pro- 
fefllon, that they only adhere to this way of life, until they can 
find proper means for anfwering the end of their creation. 


At this place, the Rhine is crofled in a very extraordinary ma- 
chine, of which I fhall endeavour to give you a very concile de- 
feription. Two large boats are built to each 'Other j a fquare plat- 
form is fixed upon their gunwales, exaftly as high as the landing 
place upon each fide of the river : upon this platform is eredled on 
either fide, a long poll with a beam laid acrofs, upon which runs a 
chain faflened to a fmall boat, that to another, and lb on to a 
fixth, at the diftance of about 150 yard^ between each; the laft, or 
moll diftant, is moored in the middle of the fiream; fb that the 
paflage-boat, when let loofe from either fide, is, in confequence of 
this difpofition, expofeito the current, and always deferibes the 
fame fegment of a circle ; however, it is necefiary to fleer this boat 
fo as to keep her head always to the flream, the rapidity of which 
would otherwife be apt to bring her about. 

From this city we proceeded to Bonn *5 where, as I have already 
obferved, the ele£lor of Cologne refides, and is now employed in 
building a noble palace. 

The banks of the Rhine, as far as Andernaeh, are veiy high, 
refembling thofe of Lochlong j and the town ftands fronting ypu^ 
in a place like a bay, in the fame manner as Ardinteny, v^hich it 
excecd^n nothing except the vines that grow on every fide 5 but 
let us not repine at that defcA in ©nr native perfpeffive, winch is, 

I 
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in other refpec^ls, infinitely more valuable, as we are every clay 
, regaled with the fight of fair fhips carrying out our own manu- 
fadures, and returning laden with the treafurcs of the mofl: dilfant 
corners of the world. 

At C^blcntz, which is the refidence of the eledor of Tr iers, we 
paffed tpe MofelJe upon a bridge, and afterwards crolTed the Rhine 
by means of the machine already deferibed, whicli is e:iIJcd a Hying 
bridge; from the confluence of thefc two rivers, in all probability, 
the RoiAans beftowed upon the city the name of Conlluentcs : the 
caftle is faid to be very ftrong, but no ft ranger is allowed to ap- 
proach it; nay, about two years ago, a hght of it was^ refilled to 
the French ambaftador : it ftands upon a very high hill, juft: above 
the eledoral palace, and covers a great extent of ground with its 
outworks. There is nothing grand about the palace : the eledor 
generally gives audience to foreign minifters, in the fummer-houfe 
of a little, forry garden : but he is, at [irefent, employed in 
building a pretty little houfc for that purpofe. 

At Limburg we crofted the Loan, in the neigh hourhood of 
which the Prince of Orange has a pleafant feat, called Oranjenftein, 
where fome of the princeflfes his aunts refide. About ten or a 
dozen miles farther is the Zeltzer-Spaw, from which the eledor of 
Mentz derives a conflderable revenue ; for every body drinks wine 
mixed with this water, which is carried down the Rhine to Hol- 
land and many other places : it is reckoned diuretic and antifeor- 
butic, cofls about one halfpenny per bottle, and deemed fo valuable 
as to be guarded night and day. 

Near Konigftein we palled the river Riedheim, where the count 
of that name has a pretty houle. From thence we arrived at the 
free and imperial city of Frankfort upon the Maync, where his 
imperial majefty*, with the emprefs, prince royal, and all the 
family, at that time refided : I law her imperial majefty once and 
again at prayers, and the prince royal, feveral times on horfeback ; 
but the emperor being ill of the gout, there was no court, and I 
could not lee him dine, tho’ I deferred my departure one day on 
purpofe, I alTure you, he is much to be pitied ; being not only 
flripped of his dominions, but even dellitute of money to pay for 
the ^ufe he rents, and liipport the necelTary expence of family. 
The town is ple^ant enough, but produ<flive of nothii2>th3t is 
curious ; tho’ t{ie inhabitants are very proud of their town-houfe, 

* Chttrks VII. eleftor of Bavaruu 
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L E T T E R I. Dettingen. 

and tKs alterations made at the eledion of the emperor j which (I 
own) 1 do not at all admire. 

Hanau is a pretty little place, (landing upon the rivers Mayne 
.and Kintzey, where count Hanau has a noble houfe. It was 
Sunday when I went to fee the churches, which are very pUii).;^'and 
the foldiers of two regiments then quartered in* the place bein^ 
drawn up in the great fquare, which is very (pacious, performed a 
certain kind of exercife without arms, then marched off iyi*^h their 
officers, in different diviiions, to different churches, according to 
their feveral perfuafions. 

From hence I advanced with my companion, to the little village 
of Dettingen, now immortalized by the glorious adtions of our 
royal fovereign and his Britiffi heroes : we hired a conductor to lead 
us to the different feenes of action, and the weather being hot, 
and the foil a dead fand, my feet were adlually burnt thro* my 
(hoes; fb that I was literally warm in my reflexions on the 
heat of that memorable day 5 indeed, my imagination glowed with 
fuch ardour upon this occaflon, that I was in a manner tranfported 
into the midft of the battle, the particulars of which I reviewed 
with a mixture of pleafure and regret. For, while I enjoyed the 
laurels of my countrymen in general, and the perlbnal gallantry of 
(bme gentlemen whom I am proud to number among my own 
acquaintance, I could not help paying the tribute of forrow to the 
memory of fome particular friends, at the expence of whofe valuable 
lives that viXory was obtained; but, waving thefe melancholy 
reflexions, let us proceed to Afehaffenburg, where the eleXor of 
Mentz has a large palace, which is a fquare of about 350 feet 
court- wife, furrounded wijthamoat; but the infide we were not 
permitted to fee ; tho’ they muft be wifer than I who can tell why 
this indulgence is refufed. Here we paifed the Mayne, and in the 
neighbourhood of Wehr faw the palace of Heyboch belonging to 
count Levenftein, who is defeended (I think) of the family of 
Lefly, of Balquhain, in Scotland ; which eflate, a (bn of this 
count lately obtained by a decree of parliament. 

• 

A little while after our arrival at Bifehoffsheim, we were diverted 
by a proceffion of people who had been upon a wahlfahrt or pil- 
grimage ; and my curiolity prompting me to a(k the particulars of 
thiarTo^l^us peregrination, I was told they had been at Konigen, 
which ir at the diftance of about flx and thirty Englifh miles : in 
that place, about 300 years ago, a chalice (it feems) was overturned 
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by the negligence of a pried ; from the large dream of th^ Ipilt 
Vine proceeded the figure of our Saviour in real flelh and blood ; 
and from twelve fmall, lateral branches, were formed as many 
heads crowned with thorns. At this information I adumed a very 
folemn countenance ; and, after having mufed a little, faid it was 
pity thofepieads had not been preferved : the good people were of 
the fime 'opinion* but gave me to underdand, that the faid heads 
li^ indantly dilltppeared ; then mine hodefs, who little thought 
whatjl(n^eretick I was, produced a pretty, neat, hidorical print 
of this occurrence, at fight of which, I lifted up my eyes and 
clafped my hands together, an attitude which my landlady aferibed 
to devotion, and I was not at all difpofed’ to undeceive her. 

At Hcndierboch, between Kengsfelt and SchneldorfF, upon our 
right wedward, we faw 12000 Hungarians, commanded by 
general count Trenck, who had orders to join prince Charles, 
before he attempted to pafs the Rhine ; they lay upon the fwelling 
brow of an hill, and made a fine appearance. This country, for 
a confiderable extent, is crowded with churches ; in conlequence of 
which, it is almod ruined ; and pity it were in this fituation, for 
it is extremely beautiful. Near Fremting, I counted fix and 
twenty villages upon a charming plain within my view. 

At Donawertz I took a view of Schellenburg, which will per- 
petuate the duke of Marlborough’s name : here we were carried 
before a captain of hudars who commanded in the place, and 
while I attended, a party was relieved in a very extraordinary man- 
ner : for they kneeled and prayed under arms, while the drums 
beat at certain intervals, to give notice when and how they fbould 
change their petitions. I have no great opinion of turning devotion 
into fuch a form of difcipline, tho’ it is the cuftom in many 
places. 

Here I (hall once for all obferve, that we fee no farms fcattcred 
up and down in this country, the farmers of which live in villages ; 
a circumfiance that mull be very inconvenient for thofo who have 
diilant lands to manure, which is gwerally the cafo. 

At Augfpurg*, the machine for raifing the water, which is 
conveyed three miles, is limply curious : this engine raifes^t 140 
feet; and, befides the public fountains, which arc 
fupplies from 7*to 800 houfes'with plenty of water, at the rate 

• * Aogiifii yinddicorum. - 
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of flor. 1 8 cruitzcrs, per annum; amounting to about two 
and thirty (hillings of our money. Their town houfe is really 
grand, their lower hall being fupportcd by eight corinthian pillars of 
marble, which coft 90oflor. each; that is, 900 1 . Sterling for the 
whole. The Grand Sale is truly admirable, being a double cube 
of 60 feet, or 1 20 by 60, and 60 feet high. The pidii^es of the 
emperors, on each (ide, are poorly executed; and altogether un- 
worthy of the magnificence of the hall : each of them is furnilhjid 
with a device that (peaks Ibme remarkable part of his c^iii:\^acr ; 
for example, under Aurelianus, we read, “ Clcmcnter,*^. age (ivis 
“ vincere.” That of Severus, is “ Omnia feci, nihil exj>edit.” 
Antoninus Pius, is charadferifed by “ Ne pereat cives, vivat heftis.” 
And Vefpafian is known by his old motto “ Dulcis odor lucri.” 
The fellow who (hews the place, obferving that I took notes, 
obliged me to put up my pencil, left I (hould fpoil his trade ; 
telling me, that for the value of four (hillings, he would give me a 
defeription of the whole hou(e. I anfwcred, in a natural German 
phrafe, which is none of the mildeft, that I would not purchale 
his book ; and, fince lie hindered me from latisfying myfclf in my 
own way, he (hould not have one farthing more than what is 
ftipulated by the magiftrates for his trouble: fo that the ralcal, by 
his abfurd avarice, loft not only the fale of his performance, but 
likewi(e a gratification, amounting, at leaft, to the (amc value. 
In one of the apartments is a very fine Samfon, by Matteis Kager, 
a native of the town, though not without a ridiculous impropriety, 
which is frequent among the Dutch, and even the Italian painters : 
he and the Philiftincs are cafed in fuch armour as was ufed about 
two or three hundred years ago ; and the Paifage is altogether 
Dutch. With marks t)f high admiration, I gravely afked my 
condudfor, if that was the falhion of the armour which Samfon 
wore, and if the houfes of his country were built in fuch a 
manner : and he, with a very wife and (blemn afpedf, anfwered 
in the affirmative, and affiired me I might depend upon his 
information. 

The dome or cathedral, the Dominican and Benedidline churches 
are remarkably elegant: in the (econd, Jefus Chrift is reprelented 
as a lad about twelve years old, in a tunic and robe of brocade, 
with a full, fair wig, a gold crown much larger than the head, 
and a monde in his hand. In the Benedictine church, upon the 
gr^f^ar, is the Virgin Mary, and our Saviour above, with a 
nimbus or glory round his head ; ‘behind him is. a window, the 
panes of which are painted with different colours, fo drtfully 
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iifpofcd as to yield an agreeable furprifing efFed, specially when 
the fun fliines ; for they then exhibit a variety of bright emana- 
tions, according to the refra<flion of the rays of light which feem to 
dart from the head of the figure. 

^ Two of the public fountains are particularly beautiful : on one 
is ' Augiiftus Caelar, the founder of tlie city ; on the other, Hercules 
killiW^fly^ hydra. Thcle, I own, might have been placed fomc- 
whcrc el^ with more propriety ; and their places fupplied with 
others more naturally connected with water- works : however, in 
my opinion, they deferve the notice of every perfoii of tafte. 
The fecret gate for admitting people into the town, after the others 
arc fliut, is a very odd and curious piece of mcchanilm, contrived 
by a common blackfmith or farrier ; 1 fhall not pretend to explain 
the conflrudlion of it, which, in all probability, hath already been 
deferibed by fbme mechanical traveller; indeed, if I had all the 
inclination in the world, it is not in my power ; nor would I take 
the trouble of invefligating the machinery, even if they would make 
me a prelent of it for my pains. Here I muft obferve, that all tlie 
houfes in thefe countries, being painted according to the taflc of 
the proprietor or tenant, the eye of a ftrangcr is irrefiftahly 
attra^ed by Ibmething I know not what ; and fbrnctimes, fucli 
diverting oddities occur, that he is, a manner, nailed to the flreet, 
like an Amfterdamfe gaaper. This was my cafe at Augfpurg, in 
palling a painter’s houfe, upon the front of which, a variety of 
conceits are exhibited : among the reft i> a clown, who, in his way 
to market, has thrown down his burthen, together with a fiicw- 
man who has pitched his box, and thefe* two furvey with great 
eagernefs, the drawing of a painter; who lays, “ Ne futor ultra 
“ crepidam:” while the fhew-man is teized and tugged by fcveral 
perfoiis, who, with money in their hands, Iblicit for a peep. One 
man has executed the outlitics of a figure with great- accuracy and 
tafte ; another has copied the performance, and added cmbellifti- 
ments, under which we read “ InVentis facilis eft addere Saturn 
is reprefented holding a mutilated ftatuc, which naturally fuggefts 
the infeription “ Tempds edax rerum.” The next figure is a 
baboon foppifhly drefled, with a pallet £;nd brulhes in one hand, 
and a mafk in the other ; he ftands amidft a diverfity of things, 
with a moft ridiculous afpcidt of felf-conceit, and over his head is 
written “ PiAoribus atquc poetis.” I ;was as much tick^J*by tliis 
baboqnery, as by any of the (Celebrated Hogarth’s produoions, and 
a^iiaUy burft intofuch a fit of laughter as perfuaded the people I 
wds mad; for they law no jeft. Here fumptuary laws take place, 

D and 
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and the quality of every female, from the highefl to the lovveft,,, 
is diftinguifhed by her drefs, which is extremely bizarre : but the 
defcription of their different habits will be a more proper fubjoi^: 
for a letter to Ibme of my female correfpondents, than for enter- 
tainment to you ; and when I am properly folicited by ithem on 
this head, their curiolity fhall not be dilappointed, ThelV* dieflC^ 
however, are not always worn, but only affumed when they vilijt, 
go to church, aflift at a burial, a wedding, or appeapi^any 
public place. I had occalion to fee the funeral of a plerfoii of 
diftindion, which I attended during the procefliouf eagerly 
gazing at every individual female in the crowd ; tho’ (to my 
fhame be it fpoken) my attention was much more engaged by the 
antic fingularity of their drefs, than by the beauty of their 
perfons. 

On the eighth and ninth of June, O. S. a deluge of rain fell 
without intermiflion, and fwelled the river Lech to fuch a degree 
as to render it unpaffible; fo that we were obliged to crofs the 
Schonga feveral times in our way to Ammerfgau, where there is 
juft ground enough for the village, which is furrounded with very 
high hills, refembling thofe of Glencrow ; and I wifh, with all my 
heart, that thefe laft, inftead of the du/ky heath that covers them, 
produced as good grapes as thole that grow on the hills about 
Ammerfgau. In this village is a pretty church with two cupolas ; 
and the country around is altogether fo highlandi{h> that Ibmctimes 
when 1 waked from my little reveries, I really thought myfelf at 
home ; but thefe fond thoughts were of fhort duration ! Yet, for 
an extent of three miles from hence, the profpedt is exadly the 
fame with that of Glenderoual, exclufive of the difference already 
mentioned, which ought always to be kept in mind ; and the village 
of Eiton feems to ftand at the head of the glen. Here is a very 
elegant Bcnedidine church and convent ; the body of the church 
being a circle of 90 feet in diameter, is lighted by eleven windows, 
and the great altar, &c. ftands in place of the twelfth : all the 
altars are richly ornamented, and this cupola is fupported by one 
pillar in the center. The church is gothic, but they are now 
employed in crufting the pillars with ftone, and covering the walls 
with ftucco in the Roman ftyle ; and from the body ftretch two 
colonades, each being furnifhed with a modern fquare turret for a 
beKr^j.^i was certainly more plealed with it on account of its 
fttuationlh fuch a ftrange place, than I fliould ,otherwife have 
been ; though, I ftill think, good hints might be taken froni the 
model for building our churches at home, where we want to have 
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a great deal of room for a very little money. I wifli for juft fuch 
another in my favourite town of Greenock j but, I am afraid, 
we have not religion enough to open our hearts and purfes for fuch 
an undertaking. 

t 

I'laving viewed this place, we defeended the mountain Hakenberg, 
to the ftde of the river Louifi, all the hills being covered with fnow, 
and ^hc''greateft part of the way lying along the brinks of precipices 
on each mde; one place, in particular, was fo terrible to the view, 
that wheoTtboked out of the chaife by accident, 1 could not help 
ftarting ; and it was not without a ftrong effort of rcafon that £ 
rccolledted myfelf, by rcflcdling how unmanly, and even how 
dangerous it is to give way to the fuggeftions of fear, which not 
only degrade the fpirit of a man, but even deprive him of his 
realbn, at a time when he has moft need of adivity and recol- 
Iccl’on. For example, had my chaife been overturned, while I 
remained in a ftate of ftupefadion, incapable of taking any ftep 
for my own fafety, I muft have been da/hed to pieces Jong before I 
fliould have reached the bottom ; whereas, had I preferved that 
prefence of mind which becomes a man, I might have fprung out 
in time, and been probably quit for Icfs than a broken arm: and, 
indeed, this experiment I feveral times tried with fuccefs, in very 
rugged roads, when the carriage jolted fb much that I thought it in 
danger of being overturned. But, moralizing apart, let us go and 
take a view of the church at Batingkerch, where we fee the figures 
of a Mary and Jefus in wax, very richly crowned ; and our Lady, 
at that place, muft be very famous, for there is an incredible 
number of legs, arms., hands, feet, fingers, thumbs and toes, prefented 
to her ex voto. Such prefents Mr. Addifon very juftly ridicules ; and 
indeed it is very odd, that the clergy fhouJd inftil into their flocks 
a belief that fuch childifh baubles can be acceptable to one whom 
they worfhip as a divinity ; for the Virgin is in much higher 
efteem among them, than the almighty Saviour of the world. 
But, if it is at all furprifing to find the vulgar fb blinded with 
abfurd fuperftition, it is infinitely more aftonifhing to fee people of 
the firft diftindlion and beft educatioir which that country affords, 
offering thefe oblations with all the credulity and zeal of the moft 
ignorant enthufiafm : — So much for the church. We will now 
proceed by the foot of the Vrauheit hills, (which woul4^exaft|)r 
refemble thofe of Croachinbian, were they not quite fo ftc^l) and 
crofs the river Izer to Scharnitz,* which is the garriibn that guards the 
only pafs into Tyrol. The fortiftcations are carried from mountain to 
mountain acrois the river, but are, neverthelefs, good for nothing. 
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At Sccfcltl, which ftands about fix miles from this pafi, is a 
c! iircli which is vTry famous for a miracle ^ erformed upon Miillcr, 
-lord of Schlofl)org j wliich is now a ruinous caftlc in the ncighbour- 
bootl: tlic legend is recorded in (cvcral languages, and as I was 
idle enough to read it in two or three, I Ihall communicate the 
fubfiance of it with great fidelity. Baron Miillci' was defirous of 
receiving the facrament, but being a great man, elated with the 
pride of birth and affluence, he thought it beneath him t^lN^iIlow 
the common wafer confecrated for the vulgar, and order^ fome of 
a larger fizc to be prepared for him by the priefl ; who, either out 
of wcaknefs or apprehenfion, obeyed his command ; but the hoftie 
no fooncr touched his lips, than it adhered to them, and could not 
be fwallowed ; he funk inftantly to the knees between the ftoncs, 
which opened to receive him, and with one hand grafped one 
of the fieps of the altar fo hard, that the imprcflion remains to this 
day. The priefl: immediately withdrew the hoftie, tvhich is ftill pre- 
ferved, and appears fhrivelled at that part which w'as wetted by the 
moiflurc of Jiis lips; however, by the fervour of their joint prayers| 
they obtained a pardon for Miiller ; but his lady did not cfcape fo 
well : for, upon hearing the wonderful tale, (he faid, flie would as 
foon believe that oranges could fpring from that faplefs, rotten trunk 
of a tree ; pointing to one that chanced to lie before her in the 
court; file had no fooner pronounced thefo words, than the 
withered, lifclcfs trunk, put forth branches, leaves, bloflbms, and 
produced the fineft fruit that any of the fpedlators had ever foen : 
the poor lady was inftantly deprived of her fenfts, and ran diftraded 
to the woods, where fhc lived fevcral years, and then died in a 
niiferable manner. Afking pardon of the reverend authors, I muft 
obferve that poetical juftice is not done in the compofition of this 
romance ; for the greateft criminal in the drama, is puniftied only 
with a fright ; whereas the lady, who could be accufed of nothing 
but a very cxcufable doubt, is not only deprived of her fenfos, and 
dies diftraded, but afterwards eternally damned by the tenets of 
the church ; becaufe fhe had neither confefled, repented, nor 
received extreme undion. I muft not forget to tell you, that in 
this church, the identical bfood of our Lord is to be feen, if we 
may believe the voucher’s word for its authenticity : the quantity is 
juft enough to be obferved, of a dulky-red thick fubftance, that 
>ipay p^pibly be liquid, tho I fiiw no ferum ; and indeed, it may 
be anything they pleafe for me. 

Not far from this place, is a famous crucifix of ftone, in the hol- 
low of a very high perpendicular rock, near the fpot where the 

7 emperor 
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emperor Maximilian loft himfelf in hunting, and where he was 
Hiir^iculoufly kept alive and found : it is quite iuacceflible, except to 
thole who are flung in a rope over the precipice ; and is known by 
the appellation of Mortes wantz cruitz, and has performed many 
miracles, ^ for an account of which, I muft beg leave to refer you 
to . the fameplcafure I had of hearing them related by landlords and 
poftilions. 

The bottom through which the river Inn flows, is extremely 
, agreeabl ^ tho ugh narrow like that of Strachur ; but our women 
arc incomparably more handfbme than thofe we meet with in this 
country; a great number of whom, as well as many of the 
Paifannes, through all that I have fecn of Italy, have prodigious 
fwellings under the fkin, which extend oyer the whole neck, fonic 
of them being fo large as to reft upon their breafts : nor are the 
men wholly exempted from thefe tumours, the caufc of which, I 
think, deferves an accurate enquiry, for all that I could learn from 
the moft intelligent people, and even the phyfleians whom I con- 
fulted on this fubje^, was, that the difbrder proceeded from tlic 
fnow-water which they drink ; but, if this were the cafe, it would 
alfo, in fbme mcafure, affed: the better fort, who likcwifc drink of 
the fame water : and, at any rate, I fliould be glad to know how 
Ihow-water produces fuch eflTeAs upon the human body. 

I am now arrived at Infprug ; and, if you are already tired of 
my journey, I am afraid you will be quite fatigued before I have 
put up my horles ; for I have ftill a great way to travel, and through 
a country much more likely to furnifh matter for obfervation than 
any 1 have yet furveyed : where even a man of my weak intel- 
lefts may find abundance of objefts to captivate his fancy, though 
he has not underftanding enough to improve from what he fees, or 
account for the pleafure he receives. Even upoii this journey I 
djave known a gentleman charmed (or pretend to be fo) with a 
pifture not worth five potuids, while he could perceive no beauty 
in the pencil of a Titian or a Guido : the incomparable ftatue of 
St. Bartholomew flea*d (which 1 fliall take notice of in its proper 
plact) had no charms in his eye ; jlrobably becaufc it wanted the 
ildn: and in this particular, 1 fuppofa, his tafte would be con- 
firmed by all the criticks of the fair fex ; who, in examining the 
perfonal merits of a would fcarcely allow fuch a .palpable 

dcfejft to pafi uncenfun^. You will," perhaps#' wonder what 
can hp the me^ttii^ of this e^ufioh, which is chiefly intended to 
antijcjpate your furpei^e at giving ra^tept^ to many things 

• . * E which, 
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which, pcradventure, you may think beneath the regard of thofe 
who are poflefled of learning, tafte and difcernment. I have already 
obferved the misfortune I labour under from the want of proper 
books to direct my inquiries ; and 1 mu ft now add, that a travclhr 
not only fees more perfciftly thofe beauties which are pointed out to 
him by a juft critick, but even acquires from that criticifm an ex- 
traordinary fpirit of penetration, which enables him to improve 
upon the difcovcrics of his predcceflbrs ; whereas I, who haye little 
or no aftiftance of this kind, refemble an unlkilful pilot /(ofled to 
and fro upon the waves at random, without any compai*»4:d condud 
his veffel, or fea- chart to direct his voyage. 

So much by way of preamble ; and now for Tnfprug, which 
derives its name from its fttuation upon the banks of the river Inn, 
and the German word Bruicke, which fignifies a bridge. Indeed 
this is no more than a tranflation of the Roman name of this 
place, which was Pons-^^ni, or ^nipons, I have nothing to add 
to what Mr. Addifon has faid of this city ; but, that the Theatre 
and Manege are quite negle<51:ed. The mountains, though I was 
there in the middle of June, were covered with fnow, and hung 
over that part of the town where I lodged in fuch a manner, that 
when I looked out at the window, I could not help thinking they 
were ready to tumble down and bury the whole place. The 
Paifannes, like our old Highland women, weartheirftockings plaited 
about the ancles ; in a word, all the females here are remarkably 
ill-Ihaped, and their drefs is horrid. 

Upon St. Johns day, ,I was highly delighted with the mulic I 
heard in the Francifean church, where a young father gave us a 
very good difeourfe upon baptifm, though he had more theatrical 
adion than I had ever before feen in a pulpit. I was not a little 
dilgufted at a furgeon of this place, upon whole houle was painted 
a female difpenling medicines, and over her head this motto : 
“ Altiflimus in terra creavit medicamenta, ct vir prudens non 
“ abhorret ilia.” This infeription was a real reproach upon me^ 
who, you know, am imprudent enough to abominate the whole 
difpenfary. In the afternoon of this holiday, as we palled through 
a village that ftands about a mile from this city, I faw . three per- 
fonages pompoully arrayed, ftrutting through the ftreets in bufkins, 
Tike ib many heroes of antiquity ; upon which I had recourfe to 
the information of my poftilion, whp gave me to underftand they 
were ftrolers belonging to a company juft then adiiig ; and that, if 
I cholc to ftay an hour and fee part of the play, he would take care 
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to condudl me in good time to the next ftage. I embraced the 
propofal, and entered this place of entertainment. Tl.'c ll.ige was 
in the open fields, and the houle (if (o it may be called , no other 
than a fence of boards high enough not to be overlooked by thofe 
who would not pay for their diverlion. When 1 went in, diey were 
in the middle of ^the firft a<ft; and indeed I was furprized at the 
richnefs of their drefles ; for I had never lecn fuch upon the droll- 
ers of any nation. They had three or lour Units of very good fecncs ; 
and the piece being an imperial tragedy, the troops of the dillcrent 
powers wksp-perfedtly well cloathcd in uniform regimentals, and tlieir 
guards appeared in different kinds of armour : nay, they maielicd, 
countermarched, formed, attacked, and retired, by beat of drum, 
with the utmoft regularity. Such dexterity and decorum in a p;irct l 
of German ftrollers, is a levere reproach upon a royal, Britilli thc- 
atfe, where we often fee an emperor attended by a guard com poled 
of a few dirty, meagre, party-coloured tatterdemalions, more dif- 
orderly than a May-fair mob. The ftory was that of Marcus Aure- 
lius Antoninus PhiJofophus, with the famous chriftian legion. The 
performance is in rhyming heroics, and the miracle performed by 
the flatue of the blefled Virgin, which was brought upon the ftage 
in folemn proceflion, though 1 could not ftay to fee tlic wonderful 
effedt The ruin of the emperor is plotted by his diabolic majedy, 
whom the poet has introduced with a long train of courtiers, wJio 
(though their complexions were of a dufky hue) appeared as elegant 
and fine as the retainers to any court in Chriftendom. As for their 
prince, he wore an imperial crown over a fine, fair perriwig ; was 
adorned with a great number of jewels, fung moft melodioufly, 
and laid very artful plans for the ruin of Aurelius ; but he was 
baffled by the ftatue of the Virgin, which was more than a match 
for the devil and all his works. Their adlion was altogether bar- 
barous ; no paftion having been properly exprefTed : indeed, to look 
fiercer when enraged, was all they feemed to aim at; and a full 
paufe was made at the end of each rhyme, whether it happened to 
be in the beginning or middle of a fentence. The abfurdities of 
this compofition are to be wholly imputed to the clergy, for the 
poet was a prieft. Yet, if we confider that community in a poli- 
tical view, we fhall have no juft caufe to condemn their condudl ; 
for all this mummery is calculated for infpiring the people with awe 
^d veneration for the church : and in this point they never fail 
to flicceed, let their expedients be never fb ridiculous, or oppofite 
to common fenfe. For example, this audience was compofed of 
the beft people in town, who feemed exceftively pleafed with the 
entertainment. Some of the women had tolerable faces ; but, un- 

fpeakable 
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fpeakable was the difFerence between them and the females of our 
BritiOi aflemblies. 

From hence we afcended about twelve miles by the mountain 
Schdnberg, which ligniiies the beautiful hill, and very juilly merits 
that appellation; at Icaft it pleafed me lb much that I took a Ikctch 
of it, which is here at your fervice ; though I qiieftion mucli whe- 
ther it will be to your liking, becaule the depth between the other 
mountains cannot appear in this drawing; lo that you mud allid 
it with your own imagination, and fuppofe it reared jialK with fu- 
perior majcdy, looking down upon the other leis exalted hills that 
enclole the profound bottom from which they take their rile. 

Brixen, the antient Sublavio, upon the river Eylbch, is the fee 
of a bilhop, who is lord of that little didn<d. His palace is but 
mean ; and fo is his cathedral, about the eloyfters of which is a 
great number of infcriptions, lb dupid that I did not fee one wor- 
thy to be tranlcribed : the Benedidline church, however, is tole- 
rable. The larynx is as frequent upon the mountains in this coun- 
try, as the white pine or common Scotch fir ; it is known by the 
name of Fiirchen, which is common to all the different kinds ; could 
I have procured a quantity of the leed, I Ihould have fcnt it home, 
becaufe it mull be an hardy plant that grows where it is expoled ro 
fuch fevere winter-ftorms. At a place called Clauhaulen we lee 
two nunneries built upon the tops of two precipices : a fimple con- 
trivance, calculated, I fuppole, fbr Icreening the fillers from the vi- 
cious attempts of the other lex : but, he mull be no true votary 
of Venus, who could npt furmount twenty fuch obllacles to his pat 
lion. At a little dillance from thefe the road begins and continues 
to run for about fix miles, in a fituation like that of the black rock 
upon the fide of Lochnels ; though here the rock is not lb high, 
either above the road, or down to the river Eyfoch. In all this day's 
journey, which confided of above forty fuch mountainous miles, we 
met with no bottom wider than that of Hell's glen, nor one acre 
of arable ground; the pealants are fain to dig up little l{X)ts, finaller 
and lefs accefilble than thole o£ the Corrie at the mouth of Loch<- 
goyle : but, a little farther in the Tyrolcze, there are fine lar^ 
fields, like thole in Italy, of Indian corn ; and the country fwarans 
with immcnle numbers of fmall, pretty lizards. Is not this a 
natural connexion of ideas ? 

At Utzwang we dined in a little fummer-houfe, 'from whence we 
enjoyed a mod delightful pFolped ; I had almod faid, nothing could 
I be 
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be more enchanting ; no ! not even in Cowal, if we exclude tlie 
fea, in .which particular this laft has undoubtedly the preference. 
The apartment was a large odlagon, and all the windows were 
open for admitting the gentle rcfrclliing breezes ; while an umbrella 
over each (haded us from the (corching influence of the mi.ridiaii 
liin. Every different window afforded a new fpccies of pVafure. 
From one we faw the river rolling down impetuous ; from an< ther, 
it feemed to force its paflage through the rock, the channel being 
hid by a bank until it made a fmall turn quite cut of light : from 
a third, it appeared ns a diftindl ferpentine river ; here the moun- 
tains exhibited a dreadful appearance of huge ffoncs rolled down 
from the fummit by the torrents which follow the winter froffs ; tliere 
the eye was regaled with hanging vineyards, which, however, did 
not dilplay their full glory, bccaufc the gr^Jpe had fcarcc begun to 
Iwell : the lixth was enriched with the view of a kitchen garden 
well ftored ; the feventh introduced a ffiady walnut grove to the de- 
lighted view ; and in place of the eighth was a door which diil not 
want its Agreemens ; for it uffiered in plenty of gtiod victuals 
and excellent wine, when we had great occafion for both. On 
fuch an occafion, how natural was it for an haplefi wanderer like 
me, to remember my native foil with the mf)ff wifliful regict, 
and rejpeat the pathetic exclamation of Horace, which is ever in my 
mind. 

“ O rus I quando ego te al]uciam? Quandoque licebit 

“ Nunc vctcrum libris, nunc fomno ct inertibus horis, 

‘‘ Ducere follicitae jucunda oblivia vitae ?” 

While I ftayed at this charming place, I had the plcafurc of 
dining in the lame room with a young gentleman and lady from the 
neighbouring city of Bozen,* who had been married here the night 
before. When the landlord mentioned our joining company, I was 
at firft modeft enough to decline his propoHil ; but, he alluring me 
it was the cuftom, I complied, and we liite at different tables, in 
the lame apartment, while their mufic formed part of our enter- 
tainment. The young lady leemed perfedlly well plcalld with her 
change of fituation, though her eyes dilcovered that her reff had 
been broken ; and the heat of the day had fuch an effe<51: upon the: 
hulband, that he could not conceal his fatigue ; the mother was 
chearful, the father lenatorially grave ; two gentlemen looked a little 
jj^ch ; but three facetious prieffs conffituted the moft waggifli and 
agreeable part .of the company. 
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I fuppofe you are not ill pleafed that I have nothing more to fay 
until 1 come to Trent, the Tridentum of tlie ancients, where the 
river again changes its name to that of Addige, and wliere Mr. Ad- 
difon again leaves me to myfelf. In the Benedidtinc church, which 
is elegant, there arc two altars on the hdes of the great altar, the 
columns of each being of the compohte order, and folid marble, 
whereas all the pilafters are only crufted. The paintings are very 
good ; but I cannot fay fo much for the roof. The church of the 
annunciation has two pretty altars, though the great altar is paultry 
enough.- That of the cathedral I like : it Bands at the end of the 
nave, and over it is a triumphal crown fupported by four wreathed 
columns of marble. Here is the wonderful crucifix which obtained 
the vidlory in the famous council held in this city, and near it upon 
a Tablcttc arc thefc words : 

“ Ecce crucem Domini 
Ad cujus fandliflimos pedes 
“ Concilio Tridentido 
‘‘ Fidei noBra; decreta 
“ Jurata et publicata funt.'* 

It muft have been endued with great virtue and fenfibility ; for, it 
bowed the head in approbation of what a certain catholic father faid ; 
yet, you will not be furprized at this extraordinary circumftancc, 
when I tell you that a large piece of the original crofs enters its 
compolition. The council, however, was held in the church of 
St. Maria Maggiore, where we lee the pidture that rcprclcnts the fa- 
thers of the council as they fat. Nothing can be more beautiful 
than the pulpit, which is of reddifli marble, j the founding board 
being in the form of an eafy flowing curtain, upheld by four white 
angels. I was told the organ is incomparable; but, as I could not 
hear it for lefs than a ducat, I did not chulc to gratify my curiolity 
at fuch, expcnce ; but told one of the brothers, that I would much 
rather give twice the fum to a proper objcdl of charity. The or- 
namental part of the Jefuit’s church is of extremely beautiful mar- 
ble. In the Dutch church is preferved a young girl, of whom they 
tell a very extraordinary ftory. . Above three hundred years ago, 
this poor child was kidnapped by the Jews, who put her to death 
upon the crofs, then fattening a great weight to her feet, threw her 
into the water, where Ihe immediately funk to the bottom : but the 
murderers were no fooner retired to their own houfes, thinking them^ 
fclves perfe<ttly fafe from all difcovery, than the body^ fprung up to 
the f^rkice and floated upright, until it was found by the pareVit[s: 

6 upon 
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upon whSch the guilty Jews betook thcmfclvcs to flight. Were I 
difpofed tp take up your time with fuch trifles, this miracle might 
be caflly Accounted for, upon the mofl: obvious principles of natural 
philofbphy. 

In the neighbourhood of Roveredo, the ground is for fcvcral 
miles covered with Hones of an uncommon fizc, lying here and tliere 
in feattered heaps: they cannot poflibly have been fj^Iit from rocks, 
and broke in pieces by rolling down from the fummit, bccaufc they 
arc at too great a diftance from any mountain ; I am therefore apt 
to believe, they have conftituted fo many large rocks in the valley, 
which have been burft by an earthquake. 

Near Borghetta, two Venetian foldicrs arc lodged in an hut, to 
prevent all dilputes about the limits of tlic territories belonging to 
the republic ; and here the armies were encamped in the lafl: w'ar, 
though the place is very inconvenient for that purpofe. 1 'rom hence 
we arrived at a very extraordinary pafs called Chiufa, where vve were 
obliged to unyoke the hor/es from our vehicle, which was aJhialiy 
drawn over the rock by men: and here, by the brink of the river, 
(lands a little fort of a very odd conftruftion, which 1 began to 
Iketch, together with the river, the pafs, and the adjacent hills ; 
but, the officer obferving my defign, would not allow me to finifh 
it ; being, I fuppofc, fagely apprehenfive that, had I obtained a 
perfect draught of this iiiirrour of military architedure, the reft of 
the world might fbon have rivalled the Venetians in the art andmy- 
ftery of fortification. Notwithftanding this caveat, as fomc part 
of the fketch was already done, I was no fooner out of his fight 
than I finifhed the reft from my memory, aided by the diftant view 
which I ftill enjoyed : and though I cannot fay it is executed to 
my own fatisfadion, yet, on account of its oddity, I give it you as 
it is : were it much better, it would certainly be at your fervice. 

We fbon difengaged ourfelves from the hills, of which, by this 
lime, I was cxceffively tired ; and the feene fhifting, we were pre- 
fented with the view of a very beautiful country, where the mul- 
berry-trees, being regularly planted In rows, flipport the tender, 
Ipreading vines ; while the avenues or intermediate walks are covered 
with grain ; fo that you have food, drink, raiment, and pafture 
for your cattle, growing together in one field. Here, a beautiful 
litH^hill, called Provizano, offered itfelf to my eye, in fuch an in- 
viting manner, that I could not help ufing my pencil once more, 
• I *. • and 
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and the drauglitof it I fend as an obje(St that may not be Altogether 
dilagrecablc to your view : on the top is a little, old c^ftle ; and 
the fides are adorned with hanging vineyards fupported b| mulberry 
trees, the vines looking like fo many feftoons, with a church and 
convent at the bottom ; fo that the whole has a fine e|Fedl. 

The next place we arrived at was Pifehiera. upon the Lago di 
Guarda, which was the Benacus of the antients ; though, when I . 
faw it, not at all anfwerable to Virgil’s delcription ; 

“ Adde lacus tantos, te lare maxime, teque 

Fludlibus et fremitu affurgens, Benace, marino.” 

“ Here vex’d by winter-ftorms, Benacus raves, 

“ Confus’d with working fands and rolling waves; 

“ Rough and tumult’ous like a fea, it lies, 

“ So loud the temped roars, fo high the billows rife,” 

Addilbn# 

When I pafled along its fide, there was a dead calm : the water 
had not the lead fwell ; no, not a curl upon its furface ; fo that 
in deferibing Benacus, I might judly lay, 

“ I heard no rolling waves with temped roar j 
But gentle furges murmur’d on the Ihore.” 

The lake affords a very pleafing prolpe<d, and relembles Loch 
I.omond (than which, however, it is longer by a few miles) though 
it wants the beauty of the iflands ; but then the fides of it are 
adorned with pretty villages, which exhibit a fine.lhew. It is let 
into the garrifbn of Pifchicra as a river. 

Brefcia, formerly Brixia, is a large town, though the dreets ^rc 
narrow and ill paved ; and the churches very indifferent. They are 
now employed in finifhing one for the Philippini convent, which 
will be worth feeing. It is built in the form of a crofs, adorned 
with fix and thirty corinthiaji pillars of reddifii marble, a cupola 
over the body, and painting in frelco upon the cieling ; and upon 
the top of the cupola, on the outfide, dands a gilded datue of St. 
Philip, that makes a very good appearance. One altar of black and 
white marble is already finidied, and over it we read in fileptio 

fortitiido.” ^ 

The 
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The iTown-houfc is crowded with ornaments which I do not well 
compreljend ; the pillars being of gothic compolitc, fuch as 1 never 
faw befove, elpccially thofe that fupport the vaulted area of the Ex- 
change. \lt was founded in the year 1402, and in the inferiptions 
upon the corners is called Balilica ; which I took notice of becaufe 
Vitruvius fays, that under the chambers where the courts of judi- 
cature were held, there was always a large area where the trading 
people met about their mercantile affairs. As we came into town, 
on the weft fide, there is a pretty long face of an hill, covered 
with a variety of vineyards, which form an agreeable prolpci^, vvhicli 
is the more delightful, as each of them is furniflied with a mat 
little fummer- houfe : and here I muft obftrvc, this was tlie liift 
place in which I ever faw women employed in weaving. 

In the neighbourhood of this place I was furprifed with an un- 
ufual noife, which fcenied to iftue from fomc trees that were near 
the road ; and, fiippofing it was produced from fomc ftrange fowl, 
I very limply alked the poftilion what bird it was ; when he gave 
me to underftand, to my no fmall aftonilhment, that the ftrain 
which had engaged my attention, was no other than the mulic of 
frogs Alhamed as I was of fuch a miftakc, I excufed the blunder 
to my own mind by fuppoling, that the miilical tafte fo peculiar 
to the Venetians extended in fomc mcafure to the very frogs of their 
country. 

At Canonica we crofted the Adda, afeended an hill to the town 
of Vabro, and pafled the Naviglio, which the French, a conlidcr- 
able time ago, conveyed in a canal as far as •Milan j a work cnnally 
beautiful and convenient, as it is navigable for large flat l)otromccl 
boats, in which merchandife is commodioufly tranfported. I be 
French are certainly a very odd fort of people ; for they never 
leave a place without fome memorial of their having been there ; 
either executing Ibme fuch work as this that I have mentioned, or 
teaching the women gallantry, or the art of being got with child 
without the trouble of an hufband.— -Here the count de Merci 
polTefles a very beautiful houle that ftands upon the top of the hill, 
with fome fine terrafled gardens Hoping down to the river’s fide, 
which yield a delicious prolpe£k to the eye : yet, beautiful as this 
fituation is, the houle of Greenock would have been infinitely more 
!i([)ble had it been built according to the original plan, above the 
terris, with the^ ftreet opening down to the harbour : indeed, in 
that jeale it would have been, perhaps, the moft lordly fite in Eu- 
rope. 

G I have 
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I have now reached Milan *, and fhall begin with the Dominican 
church of our Lady a Grace. Upon the upper part of orjp altar is 
reprcfented by Titian the Almighty with the Holy Ghoft m his lap, 
looking down upon our Lord with inelFablc paternal affefliijm. How 
prefumptuous is the attempt to paint the invifible, eternal God of 
heaven ! Numa Pompilius was fo fenfible of th^ abfurdity (not to 
give it an harlher name) of reprefenting in this manner the Deities 
that were worlhipped in his time, that he abfolutcly forbad any fuch 
image to be made : and for 160 years after his death there was no 
figure of a God in the Roman territories ; nor is it probable that 
they would ever have come in falhion, had not the priefts thought 
fuch impofition on the ignorant laity would turn out to their ad- 
vantage. 

Mahomet, who was no fool, forefeeing, that if he allowed di- 
vifions and fubdivifions in worfiiip, by means of a fubordination of 
ftatues and pidurcs, to which the muffulmen might have recourfe 
in their devotion, he him (elf would run the rifquc of being forgot- 
ten or negleded, decreed in one of his public a&s, that “ no per- 
“ fon or perfons, male or female, prince, noble, peafant, priefi, 
“ or layman, not even the moft highly dignified father, director 
« of the faithful and expofitor general of the law and the myfteries 
“ therein contained, fliould prefume to reprefent the Supreme Being 
“ by any ftatue, form or figure whatfoever : and left from things 
“ moft innocently infignificant defigning priefts might feduce their 
“ ignorant votaries intq a contempt of the law, it was further en- 
“ adted by the authority aforefaid, that none of the perfons above 
“ fpecified ftiould make unto themfelves, or ufe in any of their 
“ churches, houfes, or fields, any lhape or likenefs of any animal 
“ whatever ; nay, not of Mahomet himfelf, on pain of double or 
“ triple damnation, according to the circumftances, to be confi- 
« dered by his own beatified and unerring judgment ; any law, cuf- 
“ tom, or ufage to*the contrary notwithftanding.” But to return 
from this digreflion. 

St. Paul, painted by Gaudentio in the year i543> is an excellent 
piece : and the inlaid marble of the great altar is extremely curious. 
Above a pidure of the virgin Mary are thefe words ; « Incorruptae 
“ Virginis mors, vitale baliamum donat vivis which might admit 
of a very impious explanation. 

\ 
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In the\ facrifty, upon an altar, we fee a bull of St. folin, in a Do- 
minican’.; habit, which I did not know had been ufed in his days, 
A butcher’s knife is ftuck faft in his head, and a dagger in his heart : 
this laft, \c know, is an emblem of an heart pierced with peni- 
tence ; but the myftery of the knife, two of the brothers found it 
difficult to unfold { a broad fword in his neck would have been a 
more intelligible reprefentation. In the refedory we find an holy 
fupper by Leonardo de Vinci, which is an incomparable perform- 
ance ; efpecially wlicn viewed from the farther end of the room, 
where you have the advantage of a proper perfpedive. Here the 
court of the Holy Inquifition is kept by 60 judges, who are always 
fitting. At prefent the prifons are full ; fo that they arc likely to have 
bufinefs enough upon their hands. The Ambrofian library is lighted 
by a femicircular opening at each end, near the top ; an expedient 
that anfwcrs the intention better than any windows which could have 
been contrived. Here are the four elements by Brcugel, for which 
Lewis XIV offered forty thoufand piftoles ; and furcly they are the 
moft laboured, befl imagined, and moft exquifitely fini/hed pieces 
of the kind in the whole world : for, notwithflanding their fhiall 
fize, every figure in the minuteft part is beyond imagination dif- 
tindl. One fet of Leonardo de Vinci’s defigns is kept in a drawer, 
as fomething facred, and diftinguifhed by this infeription : 

“ Leonardi Vinci 
“ Manii et ingenio ccleberrimi 
“ Lucubrationum volumina 1 2 
“ habes o civis 

Galeaz arconatus • 

“ inter optimates tuos 
Bonarum artium cultor optimus 
« repudiatis regio animo, 

“ Quos Angliae rex pro uno offerebat 
“ aureis ter mille hifpanicis ; 

“ Ne tibi tanti viri deeffet ornamentum 
“ Bibliothecas Ambrofianae confecravit 
“ Ne tanti largitoris deeffet menioria 
“ Quem fanguis, quen^ mores 
“ Magno Frederico fundatori 
“ adftringunt 
Bibliothecae confervatores 
“ pofuere 

« Arfno MDCXXXVII.” 
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In the Francifean church is the pidure of a farmer-faiiit ftriking 
water from the ground with his crook, in order to allay ‘ the thirft 
of a weary traveller and his horfe ; while he is thus ei^loyed an 
angel holds his plough, that his labour might not be ifetarded by 
his charity. But, not a father or brother in the convent could give 
me an account of the ftory ; though this was the only pidure they 
had worthy of notice. In the church of St. Vittore Grande Oliveti 
there is a very fuperb tomb of a perfon diftinguiihed by the appel- 
lation of Comes Bartholomeus Areiius apud catholicam Majeflatcm 
Regens et Mediolcnfis Prefes. Here are vaft treafures of relicks of 
John the Baptift, Sts. Peter, Philip, Bartholomew, James, Matthew, 
Simon, Stephen, Vittore, &c. The galleries or lodges of the convent, 
and perfpedivc through them, are charming beyond any thing I ever 
law of the kind. In the lacrifty is a very good head of St. Am- 
brofe; the beard is of exquilite needle-work. From the church 
of the Celeftines I took a piece of the gates that were Ihut by St. 
Ambroie againft Theodofius the emperor, whom he would not ad- 
mit before he had undergone penance. That faint’s pulpit is a 
very curious piece of antiquity. The ftory of the ferpent, which 
Hands upon a tufean column, is well executed : in the days of yore 
numbers came to proftrate themfelves before this reptile ; though 
the holy antiquaries never could agree among themfelves about the 
place from whence it came. Many miracles it is laid to have per- 
formed : but the inftant that a crucifix was placed over againft it, 
its wonderful power was loft, ’till at Ibme diftance of time, a band 
of thieves having broke into the church, with intention to carry 
off* the plate, it made fuch a fearful noife that they were terrified, 
and retired re infeda. * 

The year of St. Auguftine’s baptifm is recorded in this inferip- 
tion : “ Divus Auguftinus ad lucem fidei per fandum Ambrolium 
“ evocatus hie undaccelefti abluitur CCCLXXXVIII.” In the re- 
fedory is the pidure of the marriage of Cana, with the figure which 
is remarkable for five fingers and a thumb upon one hand: it repre- 
lents a woman holding the cover of a pot : and, what is very fur- 
prifing, though thisfingularity, muft have been obferved by numbers, 
(lince Mr. Addifon pointed it out,! yet, when I took notice of it, 
the brethren ftared with aftohilhment, whifpered each other, and 
could fcarce believe their own eyes. The jefuits are building a glo- ., 
rious college for 3000 ftudents: the lower pillars are tufean, tj^ 
upper ionick, with a noble ftair-caie, which is double, havingftwo 
flights of 34 fteps each, on either fide. The hospital merits the 
particular attention of every man of humanity and benevolence : * 

2 the 
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the func^s arc excellive; and people of the firft diftin^lion pique thcm- 
fclves upon being managers, and looking into the minutell trifle of 
its oecono^y. The prcfent number of attendants who are paid for 
fervice without and within doors, amounts to 400. There arc 1 600 
fick, 200 infants in the hofpital, and 7000 in the country. They 
admit fourfcore lAen and forty women infcdled witli the venereal 
diftemper ; and any patient in child-bcd or under a falivation may 
be concealed : for a difeovery is feverely puniflicd by an exprefs law : 
by which politic condudt, they are fure of donations wlicn ladies ’ 
or gentlemen of condition are unfortunate Yet, let me own with 
pleafure, I have never feen any charity of this kind equal in point 
of regulation, to the infirmary at Edinburgh. 

Upon the outfide of the great church there arc, at pref nt, 4(;2 
llatues, of which 386 are complete figures; the reft confifting in 
bufts and alto relievo ; and the number is daily inercafing : but 
thole within the church no man can reckon in Id's than four and 
twenty hours. Indeed I was quite giddy with looking up to thofe 
on the outfide ; for the area is very much confined. As for the 
flatue of St. Bartholomew flea’d, it is impoflible for any man, en- 
dowed with tafte or fenfibility, to look upon it without being tranf- 
ported with admiration ; and furely nothing can be more juft than 
the compliment paid to the fculptor in this line, which is inferibed 
upon the pedeftal. 

“ Non me Praxiteles led Marcus finxit Agrati.'* 

« Left at the Iculptor doubtfully you guels, 

“ ’Tis Mark Agrati, not Praxiteles.*’ * Addifon. 

Vet I muft take the liberty to fay it is in a very improper fituation, 
being placed behind the altar ; where, though the gloomy light 
ftrikes upon the right fide, it is almoft obfeured upon the left : and as 
it is allowed to be worth more money than the Venetians in their prof- 
perity offered for it, namely, a million of zequins, or 500,000!. 
fterling, I think thofe who could rejed fuch a treafure, might afford 
to build a new church, and dedicate it to the faint whofe figure 
fhould be placed in a proper fight, fo as that all its beauties might 
appear to advantage. And now, before I bid adieu to Milan, 
Sul muft entertain you with an epitaph which ftruck my imagina- 
tion. In a nioh in the portico at St. Nazario’s church there is a 
m^umental ftone raifed to the memory of general Trivulci, a 
» ftr^igp, mad, reftlefs, fighting fellow ; who, if we may, believe 
report, rather than be inadive would have combated againft, or even 
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in favour of, the devil himfelf. Indeed, the author of the infcrip- 
tion feems to fear, that, ihould he be diflurbed, he would get up 
and embroil the world anew. f 

t 

“ Magnus ille Jacobus Trivulcius 

“ Antonii filius * 

“ Qui nunquam quievit 
Quielcit. 

‘‘ Tace.” 

Though I cannot pretend to preferve the humour and quaintnefs of 
the original, I cannot help attempting to gratify my female friends 
with a tranflation. 

“ The great Trivulce, who liv’d unknown to reft, 

“ (Hufti ! traveller) is quiet now at laft.” 

I now come to Certo/a, the delightful Carthufian convent between 
Milan and Pavia, which I think Mr. Addifon has mentioned too fu- 
perficially ; at leaft, I wifti he had been more particular ; for, though 
the ftrudure is gothic, it contains a thoufand things worthy of ad- 
miration. I make this obiervation with regret ; becau/e I had no- 
thing but my own fancy to depend upon ; fo that the greateft beau- 
ties may have probably efcaped my notice. The church and con'/ent 
were built, endowed, and embelliftied by the firft duke of Milan, 
as we gather from an inlcription upon a fine honorary monument 
which they have ereded to his memory. “ Jo. Galiacio vice com. 

“ duci M.li primo ac priori ejus uxori Cartufiani niemores gratique 
“ pofuere MDLXII, die sdo Dec.” The great altar, which my ima- 
gination could not conceive, and my pen is unable to deferibe, ap- 
pears in the form of an ancient temple, built by the moft ikilful 
archited. All the columns are of granite, and railed in the co- 
rinthlan order: the rails that inclofe it, as well as the whole fabric, 
are inlaid with lapis lazuli, agat, mocha, .Egyptian pebbles, and a 
variety of other Hones, in the moft curious manner. Every altar 
charms ; and the paintings ravilh the eye of every fpedator who is 
not altogether bereft of lenle-and dillindion. Here I muft obferve, 
that a traveller who takes his route from Holland to Italy through 
Germany and the Tyroleze, has greatly the advantage, in point of ^ 
enjoyment, over an Italian who goes abroad through thefe coun- . 
tries, becaufe the firft finds the objeefts daily improve upon his vilw, 
wherea§ the other fees them diminifh in point of rarity and eftijua- . 
tion. Perhaps, in the progrefs of my travels, I fhall depofite part 
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of my prefent efteem for this Carthufian convent. Here we line! 
a St. BenediA, by Camara ; a Virgin Mary, by Quartino j another 
with St. Bfuno, by Serriano ; a fupper, a bicflcd Virgin, and JcTiis 
with God above, furrounded by angels, the work of Picfro Pe-rugi- 
no, Raphael’s raafter, whofe name is marked upon the performance ; 
St. John the Baptift by Carloni ; the adoration of the three kings, 
• by Pietro Martyrinegri ; windows open in a perfpedive, by Albert 
Durer; a groupe of angels around the bleficd Virgin, by Caniillo 
Carracci: all moft exquiiitely performed. But I am not fo ena- 
Vioured of this convent as to overlook abfurdities, in a place wIktc 
fo much true tafte and excellence appears. In one piece we fee 
our Saviour Beeping in a modern cradle ; though I quelUon much 
whether he had ever any cradle at all. In another, the Virgin is 
reprefented fitting up in her bed, and eating an egg with a tea-fpoon, 
being attended by her maids, one of whom, with an anxious kind 
of pleafure in her alpedl, holds in her hand a tea-cup, fupported 
on a pretty, little china plate ; while another is buly in wafliing the 
infant Jelus. All the bas reliefs upon the altars, &Ci are of excel- 
lent workmanfhip, particularly a groupe of figures adorning the 
Virgin with trinkets, which, I am perfuaded, never conftituted any 
part of her drefs, either in earth or in heaven. The roof is richly 
gilt and painted, the azure being real ultra marine : but the moft 
lurprifing piece of carved work 1 ever beheld, is in the fucrifty, re- 
prefenting the hiftory of Jefus Chrift, upon three tables thus dif- 
poled, cut out in bas relief upon what they call the tooth of a fea- 
horfe ; and, notwithftanding the fmallnefs of the images, every one 
is fo difiindl, that the delicate touches are apparent to the naked eye. 
The work I take to be French, becaufe the frames of the tables are 
adorned with fleurs de lis ; though it mull: be confiderably above 
three hundred years old ; for it was prefented to them by the firfl: 
duke, who died in the year 1402. Had not I been obliged to haften 
my departure, in order to reach Pavia that night, I Ihould have had 
more to fay upon this convent, where I indulged myfelf in a variety 
of delights, while the good father and my companion adjufted the 
German and Italian politics ; though I fometimes interrupted his 
fanitity with a queftionj which he always anfwered in a very oblig- 
ing manner : indeed he fo much refembled my worthy friend, cap- 
tain Menzics, both in countenance and deportment, that I looked 
^'^’U)on him with real warmth and attachment* 

^ent fo much time at this entertaining and agreeable place, 
lhat i^ ixas late before we arrived at Pavia, the Ticinum of tnp an- 
cients, fo called from the river Ticinus, now Tefiin, on the banks 
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of which it is fituatcd : but, as my curiofity had not been much 
raifed by what Mr. Addifon fays of this town, I, early next morn- 
ing, proceeded on my journey. / 

In the country about Tortona and Saravalle di Scrivia, the ears 
of the grain arc cut off with a fickle, and the Aubble mowed with 
a feythe. When I afked the reafon of this double labour, the peo- 
ple told me that the grain being very dry, they would, by our 
method, lofe a great part in carrying it home ; befides, the un- 
threfiied ftraw is of more ufe to them : and this, I now fce, is the 
cuftom through all Italy. The houfes hereabouts are made of mud- 
walls, raifed between pillars of brick. At Saravalle I found three 
failors, who had deferted from one of our men of war at Genoa. 
They had no money, but were mad enough to think of travelling 
as beggars, for above a thoufand miles, without underftanding one 
word of the languages peculiar to the difi'erent countries through 
which they intended to pafs One of them, whole father was a 
prefbyterian minifter at Lundie in Scotland, Ipoke a little Latin, by 
the help of which he propofed to introduce himfelf and his com- 
panions to the different convents in their route. We could not pre- 
vail upon them to change this frantic refolution, but fed the poor 
infatuated wretches that night and next morning, and then left them 
to their fate. 

From a rifing ground, about two miles from hence, is a delight- 
ful landfkip of hills and valleys, watered by the meandring ftreams 
of the river, which vapiflies and re-appears by turns, together with 
verdant vineyards, a couple of nunneries fituated upon fwelling 
brows, and one little fort. I would have made a drawing of the 
prolpedl, had not I been reftrided in point of time. About feven 
miles from Ottagio, the mountain we afeended was fo fteep, that 
we were fain to add an extraordinary horfe to the carriago; and to 
this expedient all travellers Ihould have recourfe. When we reached 
the fummit, we enjoyed a moft agreeably horrid profpe(JI, extend- 
ing about a dozen of miles. On the top of the higheft, or rather 
the moft confpicuous, hill within view, is a pillar fupporting a 
figure of the Virgin, who is here called Madonna de la Guardia, 
hccaiile file is fuppofed to protedl the country from theft ; though 
they take care to reinforce her with a number of watchmen, 
whofe convenience little huts are built upon the different collines. 
From thence we travelled about nine miles, throfigh an agreeable 
bottom, watered by the river Ponfevra ; on each fide of whidh arc* 
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elegant villas belonging to the gentlemen of Genoa, with gardens 
and vineyards hanging upon the hills around. 

After having arrived at Genoa, through this charming range of 
houfes, gardens, vineyards, See. and carefully furveyed every part 
of the city, I could not help calling it a city of palaces, though 
their beauties are very much oblcured by fhe narrovvnefs of the ft reels ; 
infomuch, that one’s head, neck, and eyes, arc pained with looking 
up, before he has feen one half of the place; for, in w'^alking eaftly 
along, he can obferve little or nothing of their magnificence. The 
firfl: objeds that invited my curioftty, in confequcnce of Mr. Ad- 
difoii’s defcriptioii, were the ftatues of the two Dorias, which are 
very well executed ; but, as they are larger than the life, and the 
pcdeftals very low, they look more like giants than men of an ordi- 
nary ftature ; a fault which I have found with a great many otii r 
ftatues in Italy ; at Icaft with the pcrlbns who have calculated the 
diftance at which they are removed from the eye. They arc placed 
on each fide of the entrance to the Doge’s palace, the fatiicr on the 
right, and the fbn on the left. On the pedeftal of the father’s fla- 
tue we read this infeription : “ Andriaj Doriac quod rcmpublicam 

“ divitiis oppreflam, priftinam in lihertatem vindicaveric patri pro- 
“ indc patria; appellate fenatus Genvenlis immortalis memou bene- 

licii, viventi pofuit.” And that of the fon is thus inferibed : “ Jo. 
“ Andrcae Dorias patria; libertatis confervatori.” There arc, at pre- 
fent, two brothers of this family, who are very great men ; one 
being duke di Turcis, and grandee of Spain ; while the other is at 
the head of politics at home, in feeming oppofttion to the Spanifh 
meafurcs. Over the gate of the duke’s palace \vc read, “ Nidli 
“ certa domus upon which I could not help ilucTing, tliat the 
brothers were refolved to make it a fure habitation for one of them, 
by the trimming condu<fl which they maintained. Tiie Spaniards, 
’tis true, take a very eftecftual method to preferve feme of the Gc- 
noefe in their intereft : a great many of the firft fiimilies of Genoa 
have eftates in the kingdom of Naples, which they want to fell, 
but they arc reftricted by a law, importing that none but a Geno- 
cfc can purchafe the eftate of his countryman Numbers of the 
noblefte arc very rich ; their whole cxpence conftfts in a little fhew, 
which cofts but a trifle ; their tables produce little elfe than the 
fruits in feafon, and their wines are of no price ; fo that, by their 
parfimonious ceconomy, they are enabled to give good fortunes to 
vtheir younger children, without incroaching upon their capitals. 
At this day, the charaifter of “vane ligur,” which Virgil beftows 
upcJi jtheir anceftors, may be very juftly applied to a Genoefc noble- 

I « man, 



30 L E T T E R I. Gdioa* 

man, wlio is generally as proud as Lucifer ; infomucli that I am 
told, the richeft citizen dares not enter thofe coffee-houfes to which 
the nobles refort ; nor will he prefumc to read a letter in their pre- 
fence. They feem to have forgot the opinion of Juvenal ; “ Nobi- 
“ litas fola eft atque unica virtus as well as to ncgled: the maxim 
of Monfr. la Bruyere, “ Dc fairc naitre de rcfpc6l, Ians cn exiger.” 
Yet, I am not certain that this haughty and fupercilious deport- 
ment is not politically aflbmed by the noblemen of Genoa, in order 
to keep themfclves at a due diftance from the plebeians; numbers 
of whom are lb rich, that, unlels this diftindtion were prelerved, 
they might creep into power, and unhinge the prefent ariftocratical 
government, as we may judge from the management of their bank, 
which is chiefly in the hands of the citizens, who, by behaving with 
Hauteur to foreigners, derive a blind refpedt and adulation from the 
populace, by whom they are looked upon as fomething greater than 
the reft of mankind. 

Upon the Brignoli’s palace wc fee, “ Sapientia edifleabitur domus 
a motto whicli might have been proper enough, had it been aflumed 
by a fucccflbr of the perfon who built the houlc ; but, as it was 
cut by order of the founder, there is not much to be laid for his 
modefty ; unlcfs by “ domus” he meant his family, which was not 
of his own making. 

In the church of the annunciation, is the perfpedlive of a church, 
well executed ; an altar with brown and white wreathed columns ; 
and other two like wife beautifully wreatlied ; all of them being of 
the Corinthian order : the gilded ftatucs in the cupola, and the or- 
namental gilding of the roof, are extremely fine. For the flipper 
over the great gate, Lewis XIV offered their own price. A father 
told me it was done by one II Cappucino ; and when I alked if the 
painter was a Capuchin, he anfwered, that his real name was Cap- 
pucino. I have fince heard of II Padre Cofimo, called Cappucino 
from his being of that order, who may have painted this piece ; for 
he was much eftcemed : be that as it will, the pi<fture hangs in a 
bad light. There is likewife an incomparable annunciation, by 
Guido. The palace of Durazzo is colonaded oh the fides of the 
third floor ; a difpofition which is not only elegant and uncommon, 
but muft alfo have an agreeable cool effeft in fuch an hot country. 
The college of the jefuits is fiimptuous; the church of St. Charles, 
agreeable : and now let me obferve once for all, that in countrie^ 
where the Roman catholic religion prevails, the churches are g^e- 
rally open from five o’ cloc;k in the morning ’tilP night; during 
* 4 \vhich 
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which all the people, among whom clofct-dcvotion is'not frequent, 
go fcveial times a clay, and addrefs themlclvcs in prayer to the bicfl'ed 
Virgin, or Ibrne particular faint ; even the l>eaus and belles are not 
afliamcd of doing what they conceive to be their religious duty : 
whereas, by the behaviour and practice of the polite youth of both 
fexc.i in our country, one would imagine they arc alTrouted if you 
fufped: them of being influenced by any religious Icntiment. I be- 
lieve I may venture to fay, without brcacli of charity, that in one 
cafe devotion is reduced to an unfubftantial ihadow ; and that in the 
other, not even the Ihadow of devotion remains But, wavir.g di- 
grcflion, let us return to the curiofltics of this htmous city. 

The church of St. Cyr is immenfely rich in plate, and finiflicd 
with a variety of marbles, the colours of which arc moll beautifully 
diverflfled. Not that I pretend to be a judge of this fort of com ■ 
pofltion. What is good, either in nature or in art, muft be agree- 
able to every eye; and if it is exquiflte, the degree of plcaiuic it 
yields will be the greater, even though the fpedlator is not governed 
by the diredions of judgment and tafle : now, as the aflcinblagc 
of thefe various colours delighted me extremely, I naturally conclude 
that the archite<fl difpofed them with uncommon genius and flcill. 

The flatue of Mary with Jefus dead in her lap, which adorns the 
great altar, is very much efteemed ; as is that of St. Peter, over 
the gate, though it is liable to the ordinary cenfure of being too 
large for the diftance at which it ftands. This is the cafe with the 
flatties of the other apoftles, that furround the church ; yet they 
look mighty well, and give a grandeur to the whole. On die roof 
of the Aumonier’s vault, the llory of Conftantinc and the crofs ap- 
pearing to him, is finely painted ; and on the parallel vault or cloyflcr, 
jefus carrying the crofs, attended by a centurion, is excellently per- 
formed. In St. Ambrofe’s church there is a mallacre of the infants, 
by Guido, which no man who has eyes can help admiring. An 
afeenfion of the blefled Virgin, in which Peter is kneeling, and 
looking devoutly upwards, with the other apoftles in a groiq^c, by 
Guido, has inexpreflible charms ; particularly the devout, rapturous 
admiration of Peter. But with regard to the ftory, or the circum- 
ftances of her afeending, I muft own my ignorance ; and when I 
endeavoured to inform myfelf by inquiring, I was anfwered by a 
ghoftly fhriig and a bow, which I fuppofe had their meaning, 
though I did not underftand that way of communication. There 
is lik^wife a kit-kat fize of St, Ignatius holding a crucifix, which 
is faint,* but fweetly done. In a certain part of the town, where a 
* * *ftrcet 
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ftrcet is built in a low bottom, between two hills, there is a bridge 
of inimcnfc height, oaft over the houfes, joining the two hills, and 
leading to the church of Sts. Peter and Paul, the front of which 
refemblcs that of St. Paul’s in London ; I mean in the form, not the - 
ornaments. Over the porch you read “ Bendinclliiis Saiili Bafilicam, 

“ Stephano Nepos fontem legavit, Dominicus ab Nepos pcrlecit A. 

“ D. 17 24.” So that th.c whole is begun and completed by one fami- 
ly. Within arc feveral good ftatues, crpccially thofe of St. Scba/li- 
an, St. John the Baptifi, and the founder. Near to tliis church 
every traveller is (hewn the area, where flood the palace of the fa- 
mous count Frcfco, who attempted to ufurp the fovereign authority, 
but fell in the fnarc he had laid for his country. So much they de- 
tefled the memory of this man, and fich abhorrence they h;'.d lor 
every thing that belonged to him, that they would have razed his 
chapel to the ground, had not the eloquence of the clergy inter- 
pofed, and convinced the enraged people that the fiid chapel did 
not belong to the Count, but had long ago been made a prefent t f 
to fomc particular flint, vvhofe name I have forgot. And now that 
I am in the Brain of llory-telling, I fhall entertain you with a late 
occurrence that made a great noife in this city. 

Laft St. John’s day, a lad about eighteen or twenty years of age, 
decoyed a boy, who had filver buckles in his fhoes and breeches, to 
a pkice where there is a wall with a little parapet towards the lea ; 
and there, after having robbed him of his buckles, puQied him over, 
fo as that he muft have fallen about forty feet : the child was not 
heard of for four days, at the expiration of which a iifherman, in 
fearch of oyflers, chanced to find him fitting jammed between two 
Banting rocks (as thq. late duke of Argyle, while an infant, was 
faved between two floncs, at i.eadington, when he fprung after his 
hawk, out of a window three ftorics high.) Tlie boy, though fpccch- 
lefi, being alive, was carried home to the Jioufe of the fiflier- 
man, by the care of whofe wife he recovered. When brought 
home to his father he was vifited and examined by fwarms of the 
clergy, who confidered his elcape as a miracle, which, after much 
deliberation, they aferibed to the virgin Mary ; a little ftatuc of 
whom, placed in an hole of the wall, with a lamp before it, beiitg 
near the place from whence the boy was precipitated. One would 
have naturally imagined that this comjdiment would have been paid 
to St. John, who was tutelary faint of the day on which the acci- 
dent happened ; but, it feeiiis, the Virgin carried it by dint of f>l^ 
perior intcrefl. A great many oblations have already been offered 
to her on this account ; and it is not at all impofiible that a, cnurch 
’ ' fhould 
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fliould be built out of the growing fund : mean while the boy is in 
the hands of the priefts, by whofe afTiftance he bids fair for turning 
out a mighty prophet; as for the perpetrator, he was apprehended 
and executed. 

From Genoa Mole, of which this is a draught, we fet out in a 
felucca about five in the morning, and failed along th .: coafl:, which 
afforded an enchanting prolpedl. 1 would rather have walkc d an 
hundred miles on foot, than have been deprived of the fatisfadic3n 
I received in leeing the appearance that Genoa makes from the fea, 
together with the continued fccne of houfes, vineyards, &c. which 
cover the flant of the hill the whole way to Capo de Porto Fino ; 
an extent of about eighteen miles. That fame evening we put into 
Porto Venere, a little town with two forts, at the enirancc of Por- 
tofpezia bay, which is very fpacious, extending to Lar.fla upon the 
other fide : in this bay all the navies of Europe miglit ride toge- 
ther in fafety ; and I really wifii it belonged to Britain, as it could 
not fiiil of being very advantageous to our Mediterranean trade : at 
prelent it is defended by eight or ten little forts, vvhicJi are of no 
confequcnce. Here we were obliged to ftay all night, in order to 
obtain a bill of health for our trunks, which, through forgetful- 
nefs, had not been inferted in thofe we received at (jcnoa for our 
perfons. However, by means of a favourable gale, we next even- 
ing arrived at Livorno. Indeed, I was not ill plcafed at this lliort 
delay, without which we Ihould have been upon the water all night, 
and, confequcnlly, have loft a moft delightful view. 


Livorno, or Leghorne, the Herculis Labronis Portus of the Ro- 
mans, is an agreeable place, and difpofed in a very commodious 
manner, with canals and a fine mole (of which this is a drawing) 
for the conveniency of trade : the houles are neat, and the ftreets 
very clean. I went on board of the king of Sardinia’s admiral gal- 
ley, commanded by brigadier Paterfon, brother to Sir Hugh Pater- 
fon of Bannockburn ; from whom, as well as from Mefis. John and 
William Aikman, I received uncommon civilities. As this galley 
muft be new to you, as it was to me, I fuppofc you will not be 
lorry to fee a particular account of her. The cabin is fixteert feet 
in width, the length of the rifing amounts to thirteen feet ; the width 
of the galley, from plank to plank, extends to three and thirty feet; 
the length of the whole, to two hundred and nine feet ; the diame- 


ter of the main-maft is one foot and ten' inches; the main-yard 
witji the Ipur, ^ in length one huridred and thirty four feet, being 
in cirturafercnce nine feet and a half : the oars, being fixty-threc 

•* * K ' in 
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in number, arc eight and forty feet long, each. The crew confifts 
of fcvcnty five failors and three hundred and fixty three rowers; 
fevcn men to an oar abaft the main-maft, and fix to each, forwards. 
A gang- way runs from the cabin to the prow, or bolfprit. This 
gang-way is hollow, and in it amidlhips is the cachce gun, a two 
and thirty pounder, which, in the eafiefi: manner, is loaded, run 
forwards, and fired: in confequeqce of this pofition, the fore- maft 
is placed about two feet to ftarboard. On each bow are fixed two 
'brals cannon, carrying fix pound fliot; and one chamber-gun, of 
which kind, as\hey are fmall, thirty are difpofed upon the fides, 
carrying (hot of three pound each. There are a hundred foldiers 
on board, and the whole complement, comprehending the different 
officers, amounts to fix hundred and twenty men. The foldiers 
who fight upon the bows and poop, are always formed in .fquares, 
of which two fides only can fight at the fame time ; fo that they 
have always the fire of two fides in referve, and frequently of three, 
when they can fight but one fide of the fquare. The ceconomy on 
board is well regulated. Three times a week the flaves are ffiifted, 
and w'affi each other every morning ; fo that every thing is fo fweet 
and clean, that, notwithftanding the crowd of people who cannot 
move from their banks, and the heat of the fun in this climate, 
there was not the leaft offenfive fraell. 

The fquare, mentioned by Mr. Addifon, is completed by a very 
handfome building that fronts the church : yet the beo^y of it is 
deftroyed by feveral mean houfos, irregularly placed : nor is it, as 
yet, adorned with the ftatue of the gr^pd. duke,- by..TibnaCt^', to* 
the pedefial of which the four Moorifli flaves are chained. When 
they are removed I hope they will be railed much higher than they 
arc at prelent. The flaves are of brafs, and admirable : but there 
is no infeription upon the pedeftal ; though, as the ftory goes, the 
youngcfl, reprefented in a gazing attitude, was an aftrologer, who 
one night, after having obferved the liars, told his father that he and 
his three fons fhould be flaves to a chriflian prince, before morning : 
which prognoflic was verified accordingly. 

The grand duke’s warehoufe for oil is a curiofity, being vaulted, 
and fupported by a double row of pillars. It comprehends three 
hundred and eleven refervoirs of flone, lined with blue flate, which 
preferves the oil very cool ; and thefe together contain about four 
and twenty thoufand barrels. His granaries for corn are likewifo 
very large, and well contrived to keep the grain from heating^. 


2 


there 




Livorno. LETTER I. 35 

There is nothing worth feeing in their churehes; a circumftancc 
that denotes tiic wifdom of the people, who lay out their money in 
trade, without fuftcring themfclves to be duped by the artifice of 
prieft», who would make the laity believe that falvaticn is to be pur- 
cliafed by fuch donations to the church. 

One night I went to iee a comedy, by which I was fo little en- 
tertained, that I had no inclination to repeat the vifit : yet, to 
oblige fomc company, I afterwards accompanied them to a play, 
which, as it is the moft admired, is always the laft a^lcd in the fea- 
fon. It is diftinguifhed by the name of tragedy ; but, it it deferves 
any appellation, it ought to be called a tragi-comic farce; for the 
compoiition was fuch a hideous mixture of buffoonery and diftref , 
as niuif: have fhocked every fcnfible fpc6tator. 

Though it would be extremely idle and ridiculous in me to write 
a criticifm upon fuch a wretched piece, which is as much inferior 
to a regular play, as the fqueaking of a cat- call is to the mulic of 
a German flute; yet, that you may not yield an implicit faith to 
the re<ffitude or infallibility of my tafte, I will give you a fpccinien 
from which you may judge of the performance, 'fkc prince of 
Afturias being murdered by Don John, his foul afterwards appears 
as an equeflrian flatue, and talks to his murderer, with v/Jiom he 
promifes to fup. Don John fits down to fupper, but can get no- 
thing to eat, becaufe his man Harlequin tofles all the dilbes topfy- 
turwy : the ghoft knocks. Harlequin opens the door, and, feeing 
the apparition, runs backwards in a fright, whips up a difh of ver- 
micelli, with which he retreats under the table : the ghoft enters, 
fits down at table, talks to Don John, while Harlequin mumps be- 
low, with fuch buflbonery as excites the mirth of the whole audi- 
ence : at length Don John, obferving his fituarion, pulls him out, 
and between the mafler and the man cnfucs a fliameful puppet- 
fliew converfation. Then he fliews the ghofl: to the door with a 
candle ; but this ceremony is difpenfed with by the fpirit, which 
gives him to imdcrftand that he has now no occaflon for earthly, as 
he is always illuminated by heavenly light. This ghoft afterwards 
appears at the back of a table, where he deflres Don John to fa- 
vour him with a fquecze of his hand ; the other complies with this 
requeft, and is inftantly foufed into hell-fire, from whence he ut- 
ters an elaborate fplilpquy in the midft of his torments. Such a 
reprefentation you will doubtlefs think hardly capable of entertain- 
ing the dregs of. the people ; in what low eftimation, then, ftands 
the ^utlgment and tafte of thofe perfons of rank and figure, who are 
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delighted with fuch an hermaphroditical mountebank performance ! 
Who ever faw a company well nigh burfting with laughter at the 
approach of a ghoft, or a farce adling on fuch a folemn ocenfion ? ^ 
One would imagine that fuch a vilitant would have interrypted’ the 
mirth of the audience, and infpired palHons of a very different na- 
ture ; whereas, they feemed to be as highly diverted with the appa- 
rition of a murdered prince, as ever I faw an Englifh gallery With 
Miller ailing Hob in the well, old Dicky Norris going to the ju- 
bilee, or Pinkethman fpeaking an epilogue from the back of an 
afs. 

The fubjedt of this miferable piece the Italians borrowed from the 
Spanifli theatre ; and Molierc, at the requeft of his company, wrote 
a play upon it, in prole, after it had been aded in verfc, by Vilkrs 
a comedian of the Hotel de Bourgogne : but the performance did 
not meet with fuccefs until it was afterwards turned into rhyme, 
by Thomas Corneille, and reprefented by another company at the 
Hotel dc Guenegaud, where it drew together a prodigious concourfe 
of fpedl itors. Reformed as it was by Moliere, the plan was too ex- 
travagant, irregular, and abfurd to fucceed with a judicious audi- 
ence ; and, indeed, was fupported by nothing but the furprifing 
circumftance of a fpeaking ftatuc, and the uncommon reprefentation 
of hell-fire. The rules of the drama are too much neglcded by 
modern authors, not only in Italy, but alfb in England : and this 
willful negleft proceeds from the veneration which is payed to f me 
poets who have been extremely licentious in this particular. The 
pettifoggers in poetry, of thefe days, prefume to quote the autho- 
rity of the immortal Shakefpear, for deviating from the rules of 
the ancient drama ; not confidering that his irregularities, and even 
abfurditics, were only excufed in confideration of the immenfity 
of his genius, to which they have no title. But I will bridle my 
indignation againft thofe unqualified pretenders, who attempt to 
write tragedy, which is my favourite fpecies of poetry, and certainly 
requires the utmoft effort of human genius. The tafte of the Ita- 
lians is, I fear, vitiated in all things ; but I fhall not pretend to 
point out the fource from whence this corruption flows. 

The bagnio, or place where, the flaves are lodged, is an admir- 
able building of the kind, and denotes a barbarous humanity in 
the founder; though indeed it deferves a gentler epithet ; for that 
flavery is the real efledl of neceflity. The gallery that furrounds it 
amounts to about three hundred and fifty of my paces, forming 
vaft circumference. Every thing is commodioufly contrived';^ thda 
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beds are clean and airy, their food is wholefome, and their hofpi- 
tal carefully attended ; the Chriftians have a neat chapel for their 
worlhip, and the Turks arc indulged with a mofque, into which no 
pcHCoQ^f another religion, how great Ibever he may be, is alh^wed 
to enter. Strange! that Mahometan Haves, and Jews, who are Hill 
greater enemies to chriftianity, Ihould have places for public wor- 
ihip, while all thb profeffors of the chriHian faith, who difown the 
papal authority, are debarred that privilege : yet, when we conli- 
der the cafe, it is not at all furprifing. The religion of the Jews 
and that of the muflulmcn arc not at all likely to gain a great num- 
ber of converts ; whereas, were the proteftant worlhip tolerated, 
the eyes of mankind would in a little time be opened, (b as to de- 
te^ the juggle by which they had been fo long deceived ; and t'lc 
papal power and influence, of confcquence, endangered. 


Thus have I flnifhed the detail of my journey to this place, and 
if I have been cither fuperfleial or tedious in my narration, you 
muft blame your own want of judgment in having impofed upon 
me fuch an unequal talk, and forgive my incapacity on account of 
my inclination, which, I am fure, I need not explain ; though, in 
the fulnels of my heart, I cannot help exprefling that inviolable 
efteem and eagernefs of affedion with which I am 


Leghorne, July 20. 
1744. O. S. 


Your faithfully devoted, &c. 
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DEAR SIR, 

I Am tempted to begin this letter, as I concluded the laR^ with 
an apology for the defeats which you have already perceived, or 
may afterwards obferve in the fequel of my corrcfpondence ; but, 
as 1 have transferred the whole blame to you who commanded me 
to write, I will not invalidate that plea by any other excufe or juf- 
tiiication, but return to my journal, fuch as it is. 

From Leghorne I fet out on the twenty fourth day of July, O. 
S. and arrived at Pifa, which hath only changed one letter fince 
the time of the Romans, who called it Pif®. Hither I was favoured 
with the company of Mr. George Nelthorpe and Mr. Leigh, two 
Englilh gentlemen for whom I have a very great regard. The place 
is beautifully (ituated on both fidcs of the river Arno (formerly Ar- 
nus] which runs through it : but, as Mr. Addifpn obferves, nothing 
remains of its ancient grandeur, except fuch ruinous veftiges of mag- 
nificence as teftify that it was a noble city in the time of the repub- 
lic, and that the nobility have lived in great fplendour. I favv no 
buildings executed in a true tafte. The pillars of St. Michael’s 
church differ from each other in their capitals ; in the church of the 
Cavalieri there is nothing remarkable, but one altar of very fine 
porphyry. The dome or cathedral is, indeed, a noble gothic ftruc- 
ture, built of marble, which is very common in this country, and 
compofed of an infinite number of pieces, taken from a variety of 
ruins, and blended with no great judgment, yet fo as to pleafe the 
people of thofe times. In this church is a tomb credted to the 
memory of a cardinal, whofe name I have forgot^ of white marble, 
fo exquilitely pure that we imagined it was alabafler, until we were 
undeceived by the appearance of fbme blueflreaks which ran through 
it. The work is extremely curious ; particularly an angel prefent- 
ing a cup to our Lord, in alto relievo, divinely executed. 

Here, in the frontifpiece, is preferved a miraculotis crucifix ; but 
I am not at prefent in the humour to repeat legends. In all thefe 
countries, devices and inferiptions are frequently met with, and 
fhew the tafte of the times in which they were exhibited. For ex^ 

airtple. 
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ample, upon a clock within the church we lee “ Vides horam, nef- 

cis horam*** A motto which, doubtle^, once palled for wit, 
and puts one in mind of thole puerile aenigmatical queftions which 
'^begiQjvith “ Riddle me, riddle me ree ;’* or the ghoftly riddles of 
our countryman the reverend Mr. Ralph Erlkine. 

The work of the brals gates, in ballb relievo, is extremely curi-* 
ous ; but the report of their being brought from the temple of Je- 
rufalcm is no other than a childilh fable ; for the hiftory of the 
New tellflment is made up of different plates. The pulpit is alfo 
compofed of fragments of antiquity; the pillars being of unequal 
llzes, and different materials. The cupola over the great altar is 
of mofaic work, reprefenting figures much larger than the life, even 
at that diftance ; lb that the whole, though very much admired in 
this place, was rather horrid than agreeable to my fight. The Ci- 
ceroni affirmed, that the figures were God the Father, with an an- 
gel on each fide ; but this, though the received notion, is falfe ; the 
principal figure certainly reprefents our Saviour, becaule on a book 
which he holds in his hand, we lee thele words, in ancient cha- 
radlers, “ Ego fum lux mundi.** There are two faints painted by 
Raphael ; fome by Andrea del Sarto ; and two or three other pieces 
well performed ; but thofe of Raphael are in his firft manner. The 
tower that leans fifteen feet from the perpendicular, is an extraor- 
dinary piece of work ; but the folly of thofe who affirm it was lb 
raifed by the architedt, is apparent from the pillars, every row being 
of the lame heighth, and the bale of the lowermoft being very much 
funk on the leaning fide. The baptiftry is curious, but by no 
means an heathen temple, as fome people have imagined ; for the 
whole is a piece of gothic patchwork, like the church : the eccho 
within is furprifingly loud, and continues for a long time. The 
Campo Santo, or burying-place of the nobles, is worth notice : this 
denomination it obtained from the earth which was brought from 
the holy land ; though it mull be oblerved that other countries bear 
the fame name, becaule the ground is conlecrated. It is an oblong 
corridore, three hundred and ninety fix feet in length, and a hun- 
.dred and thirty two feet broad* Here we find a great many old 
(lones, one of which was placed in the fifth year of the chrillian 
ssra, with an inlcription which was too long for a man of my na- 
tural indolence to tranlcribe. 

f ' ' • . 

In this place I was ag^n favoured with an opportunity of pay- 
ing my refpedls to Lady Hbulloun) Sir John and Mifi Cathemts 
inho hiad been at Leghoroe during , my ftay in that city, when i 
4 cn- 
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enjoyed the happinefs of their converfation ; and indeed this was no 
fmall enjoyment to me, who had the honour of being fb well ac- 
quainted with the late Lord and Lady Cathcart, whofe invaluable qua-, 
lities fo agreeably furvive in thefe their children. By 
I likewife became acquainted with one Mr. Buihe, a woi*rhy Englith 
gentleman, by whom I was introduced to 11 Cavagliere Cecchi, a 
very polite noble Pifan. This gentleman I accompanied to three 
nunneries, where I freely converted with the ladies, one of whom 
had a great deal of wit and vivacity. She was acquainted with 
Mr. Leigh j about live and twenty years of age; very handlbme; 
and, excepting the late queen of Sweden, had the moft beautiful 
hand I ever faw. When I talked of her confinement, which frul^ 
trated the defign of her creation, and obferved that Ihe was cer- 
tainly deftined by nature to make fomc worthy man happy, I per- 
ceived Ihe was touched to the foul, though Ihe made no reply : 
but loon after Ihe made a fignal with her eye, in obedience to 
which I went to another parlour, and found her at the grate : there 
I refumed the fubje<5i^, and when 1 mentioned her being immured 
for ever, Ihe fighed bitterly, and freely owned, tliat, could the fa- 
tal ftep Ihe had taken be recalled, fhe would never let foot within 
a convent. You would have laughed to hear our converfation, 
which was a ftrange melange of French and Italian. 

From hence I purfued my journey to Florence, and about four 
miles from Pontederra, on the other fide of the river Erra, I faw 
a town beautifully fituated, known by the name of St. Maria da 
Monte, from the rifing-ground upon which it Hands : but it is 
famed for being a neft of thieves and murderers. Why Ihould 
our Lady allow fuch -banditti to live in a place of which (he is pro- 
te<5trels I 

I had not been an hour in Florence (the h^lorcntium of the an- 
cients) when I was honoured with a vifit by the Earl of Eglinton, 
Lord Coots, Mr. Dawkins, Mr, Bernard, Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Hep- 
burn, Mr. Rainfay, Mr. Anderfon, Dr. Clephan, and Mr. Hall, 
who perfuaded me to drels and accompany them to a converlazi- 
one at the houfe of Mr. Man, the Britilh refident, to whom I was 
introduced by my Lord Eglinton. Mr. Man is extremely polite, 
and I do him barely juHice in laying he is a fine gentleman ; though, 
indeed, this is as much as can be faid of any (^erlbn whatever ; 
yet there are various ways of' diftinguilhing the qualities that corn- 
pole this amiable charader ; and of thele, he, in my opinion, pof- 
iefies the moft agreeable. He lives in a fine palace. All tke ap^- 

(jnenti 
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ihents on the ground-floor^ ^hich is elegantly futnifhcd, 'tVerc light- 
ed up, and the garden was a little epitome of Vaux-hall. Thcfe 
converfazione relcmble our card-aflemblies ; and this was remark- 
aBl^^bssilljant ; for all the married ladies of fafliion, in Florence, 
were prefent : yet were they as much inferior to the fair part of a 
Britifh aflembly, efpecially thofe of York and Edinburgh, as a 
crew of female Laplanders are to the faireft dames of Florence. 
Excufe this fally, which is more warm than juft i for even this af- 
fembly was not without a few lovely creatures. Some pla>cd at 
cards, fome pafted the time in converfation ; others walked from 
place to place, and many retired, with their gallants, into gloomy 
corners, where they entertained each other, but in what manner I 
will not pretend to fay : though, if I may depend upon my in*- 
formation, which, by the bye, was very good, their tafte and mine 
would not at all agree. In a woid, thefe countries teem with more 
fingularities than 1 chufe to mention. The girls are caged up Uke 
fo many birds : fo that, whenever they are enlarged by matrimony, 
which the foolifti part of the world call bondage, they are juft as 
wild as any part of the winged creation ; and, in conf quence of 
the flavery which they have formerly endured in wedkek, they be- 
gin to covenant beforehand, in the marriage-articles, for a little more 
indulgence ; which is now increafed and grown into fuch a univer- 
fal cuftom, that, on the day after marriage, every lady cliufes her 
cicifbeo, whom (he, according to her good pleafure, favours with 
all forts of freedom, from morning ’till night ; and then the conve- 
nient animal, called hufband, refumes his prerogative. Nor is he 
reftritfted to his own turtle, by the cuftom of the country ; but ge- 
nerally commences ciciibeo to fbme neighbour’s wife : for, as the 
chief aim of all matches in this place is to preferve the ancient fa- 
mily, and as the younger ions ieldom marry, the hufbands leave 
their hens to chufe their own cocks ; rightly concluding, that the 
women are more likely to be pregnant by men they love, than by 
thole to whom they gave their hands merely for intereft and con- 
venience. 


As I expeded to ftay but two or three days in this place, which 
affords matter enough to entertain one’s curidftty for many months, 
you may be fure I did not lofc. one moment in iatisfying the impa- 
tience df my deiire; dn which dccaftbn 1 was greatly behdlden to 
my good ffiend Hall : : and ipy being obliged to tarry longer 
than I hM at ffrft propofed* gaye me an dpportunity of ieeing al- 
mpft every thing* worthy (hall wnddn as ^the^ 

dCcur^ 'yvithout paying any re^df td metiitxi or propriety. 

M 
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The cquefli ian ftatue of the grand duke, Cofmo I, which ftands 
in the fquare before the Palazzo Vecchio, hath attraded the admi- 
ration of many connoiflciirs ; but, in my humble opinion, the m^-^ 
rit of it is over-rated. The neck of the horfe is too tbiefe"* the 
mane flows, or rather briftles up in a ftiff ungainly manner ; the 
body is fliort and clumfy ; and the belly tumified as if diftended 
with grafs.— Of all the equeftrian ftatues I have feen (prejudice apart) 
I never beheld one comparable to that of Charles II, in the Parlia- 
ment-dole of Edinburgh, if we except the horfe’s tail, which was 
fubftituted, after the original was broke, by a lefs Ikilful artifl. 

The four brafs flatues and eight fatyrs that furround the Coloflus 
of Neptune, which is fifteen feet high, are finely executed ; but I 
have no tafte for monfters, however well performed, unlefs they 
are removed to a proper diftance. For this reafon I cannot admire 
his marine godhead in his prefent fituation ; but, mount him upon 
the capital of a column placed in the harbour of Leghorne, and I 
fhall own it to be a noble piece. The rape of the Sabine in mar- 
ble, by the liime Giovanni, andaPerfeus, of brafs, trampling upon 
Medula, whofe head he has cut olF, are excellent : but I beg leave 
to differ, in fome points, from thofc who admire the ftatue of Her- 
cules killing Cacus, by Bandinelli, for thele realbns : Hercules 
ftands over his advcrlary, in whole hair his left hand is twilled ; his 
attitude is altogether cred, fo that he does not ftoop in the leaft j 
and the right arm, that holds his club, is ftretched down to its full 
extent. I allow he has Cacus at under, and that a ftatuary or painter 
may fuppofe he performed all his exploits with great cafe ; yet, upon 
fuch occafions, he ought certainly to be reprefented in fuch a 
manner as to charaderize himlelf, and difeover the figns of that 
invincible ftrength for which he was remarkable : whereas, this 
figure leems to be no more dilcompofed than I am in taking a pinch 
of IhulF. Belides, in this indifferent pofture, his brawny Ihoulders, 
neck, and mufcular limbs do not appear to advantage, if you find 
thele or any other remarks of mine injudicious, I know you will 
be kind enough to impute them to the carneft defire of exprefling 
my genuine lentiments of what I fee, without attempting to make 
the world believe I meet with nothing but miracles of art and na- 
ture, in every corner that is diftant from home. In this country 
there is' enough to admire without being fooled by the Italians, or 
thofe who think they cannot be polite, unlefs, like the Italians, 
they dwell an age upon the excellence of things that are ablblutcly 
void of beauty or merit. 


In 
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In the Dominican church of St. Mark, is the pidure of St. Do- 
minick difpofleffing a young woman of the devil, who flies away 
in an hideous form, amidft a fheet of flame that iflTucs from tlic 
mouch this poor, tender creature ; a piece very well calculated 
for the admiration of children and ignorant enthuiiafts. Judas be- 
traying our Saviour, is reprefented with the bag hanging at his fide, 
the face of a devil, horns, cloven feet, and a tail : the whole being 
more apt to excite laughter than deteflation. The cathedral is a 
noble gothic ftrudlure, pannelled on the outfide with black and 
white marble, in the fame manner as apartments were finifhed of 
old ; but the infide is extremely dull and gloomy. The fquare tower 
or bellfrey is an admirable piece of the ftmc architedlurc, more cu- 
rious than that of Pifa in every circumflance but its flanding up- 
right. The baptiftry is an oftagon, in the func flylc witii the ca- 
thedral, and the baflb relievo on the brals doors more beautifLil 
than that of the forementioned town. The church of St. Lau- 
rence is a noble building ; but the fepulchrc of the grand dukes 
is a profufion of riches thrown away to very little purpofe, and will 
probably never be flniflied. But it will not be amifs to dt feribe this 
maufoleum, for your further fatisfadion. The intended entry is be - 
hind the great altar ; the firft belt round it, by way of bale, is of 
granite, from the ifland of Elba ; the lecond being of Sicilian jaf- 
per ; then there is a cornice of Bargean jafj^er, each cubit of which 
coft one hundred crowns. Around the chapel, above, are the arms 
of the cities in the grand dutchy, reprefented by inlaid jewels of the 
lecond value, lb difpofed as to exhibit the leveral colours in heraldry, 
according to the proper blazoning ; thefe jewels conflft of lapis 
lazuli, mother of pearl, oriental agat, Sicilian, Corfican, Bohemi- 
an, Cyprian, and Bargean jafper, ^gyptia*n granite, with P. rian 
marble, giallo and verdo antico, porphyry, &c. Under the flatues 
are culhions of oriental alabafter, richly adorned with coral, rubles, 
topazes, &c. fo as that each coft above twelve thouland crowns. 
The chapel or maulbleum is a hundred and fifty feet high, feventy 
two feet in diameter, and the walls one and twenty feet thick. It was 
begun in the year 1604, with intention to have brought thither the 
holy fepulchre, after having conquered the holy land. A fclieme 
equally vain and arrogant. 

I do, not know whether 1 Ihould mention the famous gallery, in 
which there is fuch an infinity of things worthy of admiration, that 
a IpeAator is adually bewildered in a variety of delights, and Jknows 
jnot where to fix his attention. 1 ihall, therefore, take notice of a 

few 
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few things only ; for, were I to indulge myfelf, I ftiould dwell an 
age upon every bewitching objed. 

Each wing of this noble mufajum is fix hundred and thjjAy^f^t 
long, thirty in breadth, and they are joined by a crols walk two 
hundred and ten feet long, and thirty feet broad, lb as to form 
the Greek n, according to Mr. Addifon’s oblervation. Hard by 
the bull: of Alexander the Great, is an unknown llatue of brals, 
upon the pedeftal of which are reprelented, in ballb relievo, a figure 
fitting in a chariot drawn by tygers, and a perfon ftanding behind, 
crowning this figure with a garland of vines, the leaves of which 
plant adorn the border, whence fome people have imagined it is the ' 
reprefentation of Bacchus : I am, however, of another opinion ; 
for, though the jolly god is reprelented young and blooming, no- 
thing effeminate ever appears in his features, countenance, or habit ; 
whereas, in this figure the air, vilage, drels, and every circumftance 
befpeak the woman : I Ihould therefore fuppofe this to be Ariadne, 
or fome one of his fav'ourite nymphs, and the llatue above to be 
Bacchus himlclf. The Caledonian boar, Ganimede and the eagle, 
Cupid and Plyche, Bacchus, Venus detaining Mars, and a variety 
of other' figures, pleafe beyond exprefllon. But my highland Ipirit 
prompted me to confider, with great attention, one figure in a con- 
fular habit or robe, which bore a great relemblance to the manner in 
which our countrymen wear the plaid, if we make allowance for 
the difference of length ; as the Romans wore the toga fingle, 
whereas it is at prefent doubled by our mountaineers, though for- 
merly there might have been no necellity for fuch alteration. One 
portion of the robe is laid upon the left ihoulder, the other thrown 
twice over, round the body to the right, lb loofe and lb long as 
to llrike a little below the right knee, then it is tucked up under 
the left arm, v/hile the right arm is wholly difengaged. This may 
have been the mode of our forefathers, and might now be followed, 
as our plaids are twelve or thirteen yards in length : but I fuppofe 
they have Hitched them double, and taken but one turn round the 
body, that they might be more convenient and weildy, while they 
preferved the length, in order to anfwer the purpofe of great coats, 
and Ibmetimes of blankets. 

Without particularizing things regularly as they are feen in the 
different apartments, I lhall obferve, that in the Tribunal the firft 
objed which faluted my eye, was a Venus, the beauty of which 
I could not enough admire ; but I no fooner advanced my view a 
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little farther, than it was ftruck with the incomparable Venus of 
Medicis, which I beheld with aftonifliment, and loft all idea of the 
other. The flice exhibits the pride of beauty, not the fwcet lan- 
*gT I idling foftnefs w'hich I admire ; but all the other parts of her 
body arc fo exquifite, that they feem to be cnductl with natural life ; 
and a man of a warm imagination might embrace this ftatue with 
rapture, as his real miftrefs, though the coldnefs of the marble 
would foon put an end to his tranfport. 

The cfre<ft which thefe two figures had upon my view, naturally 
accounts for the inconftancy of man, in whofc fancy one idea is lo 
often fuperfeded by another of fuperior beauty. Such is the fate of 
thofe beauties whofc charms are all external, and whofc lovers are 
captivated by the fading objeds of fenfe. Here am I tempted to 
expatiate on the more Iblid attradlions of the mind, ami to pro- 
nounce the elogiuin of her whofc influence furvives the decay of 
nature; who, after every fenfual charm is fled, ftlll maintains her 
empire over the heart, infpiring facred friendfliip, cordial love, in- 
violable efteem and admiration. Perhaps you would pardon the 
digreflion, as you are well acquainted with the original which I 
meant to copy : but, not to put your patience to the pro .f, T will 
return to this Sans Parcille of ftatuary, which ftands between two 
charming pieces, and yet is “ Velut inter ignes luna minores.’* The 
ceftus, which I expeded to fee round her waift, I found upon her 
arm, and all the pidures of this goddefs which I have feen in Ita- 
ly, are painted in the fame manner. The lignification of this em- 
blematical zone I leave to the determination of more learned heads, 
and prefent you with a Iketch of the ftatue as it appears. The 
wreftlers, the whetter, and the dancing fautf, difpute the preference 
with each other : and indeed I will not prefume to decide upon the 
fubjed. But, enough of ftatues, let us now oblerve a few paint- 
ings. 

Plcafure, with her attendants, including mufic, endeavours to fe- 
duce Hercules, while Virtue, holding a book in her hand, with the 
manly fciencesin her train, invites him to glory; and Minerva with 
Saturn oblerve the conteft. 1 fuppofe the ancients made a diftindion 
between that foft, effeminate mufic, by which the faculties of the 
foul were enervated, and thole enlivening ftrains which animate the 
hero to glory and emulation. Upon the book are thefe words : 

Tot jam peradis fume laboribui 
V Quse clara laudis prasmia te manent.^* 

> • N For 
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« For ev’ry toil thou didft atchieve, 

“ A boon of fair applaufe receive.’* 

The whole of this piece, which is the work of VanderwerfF,'is" 
excellent ; but the countenance of Hercules difplays fuch a wilhful 
tendency to pleafure, and fuch ardour for glory at the fame time, 
that every Ipcdlator muft be ravilhed at fight of the exprefllon. A 
man, thougli he is no great judge of painting, will be charmed with 
an head of John the Baptift, by Corregio. At Dido’s feaft, by Ju- 
lio Romano, one of the muficians is reprefented playing upon a 
fiddle ; an impropriety one would not have expedted to lee in the 
performance of an artift lb remarkable for his knowledge of anti- 
quity. If I durft criticize the bandy- work of the divine Raphael, 

I would find fault with the head of a Jefus expiring upon the crofs, 
which, I think, is too eredir, and ought to lean or hang a little to 
one fide, as more expreflive of thofe agonies to which his human 
nature was expofed : yet in other refpedts it is full of the moft fub- 
lime and pathetic expreflion. TJierc is another piece in which God 
the Father and Jefus are crowning the Virgin ; a moft idle and ex- 
travagant conceit, which ought not to have found a place among 
fuch a colledtion. 

Medals and pieces of curious workmanlhip I lhall not pretend to 
deferibe : the firft I really do not underftand, and the other would 
take up a whole volume. Yet I cannot help mentioning two pieces 
of wax-work, reprefenting the ravages which the plague makes upon 
the human body, with all the different pangs, palfions, and diftor- 
tions of thofe who are infedled. The whole is fo well executed as 
to exhibit a moft melancholy and Ihocking fight, that difpofes the 
mind to very lerious relledlions upon the frailty of life, and the 
weaknefi of beauty, which is fo foon metamorpholed into a mafs 
of corruption. Such a difmal change puts me in mind of a ler- 
pent which I once killed in Pruffia 5 as I travelled through a wood I 
faw her crofting the road, and nothing could appear more delight- 
ful to the eye. The fun lining full upon her, flie reflected a thou- 
fand beauteous colours ; and I fimply imagined the (kin would be 
an excellent prefent to fome of my curious friends at home. Fraught 
with this idea, I Iprung from the coach and put her to death : but 
foon repented of my barbarity ; for fhe was no (boner dead than all 
thofe (hining fpangles were changed into (b many dulky (pots, and 
a livid palenefs oblcured her (howy (kin. 
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I (hall conclude ivhat I have at prefent to fay about the h’eafures 
icontained in thi^ magnificent edifice, with the apartment in which 
are the heads of the famous painters, down by their own hands, 

• and colledted at a prodigious expence. Many of them are exqui- 
fitely painted ; but, had ibme of them forefeen that they lliould be 
.ib much honoured, better pictures would have appeared in this cham- 
ber ; for their othet; works far furpafs their own portraits. However, 
from ftudying the manner of each, a man will afrerwards be better 
able to diftingiiifli the works of the different mafters; and therefore 
I would advife every traveller to fpend fome time here before he 
views the other paintings : he will alfo, from this affembly of the 
dead artifts, be able to form fome notion of the manners of the time 
in which every individual lived ; though were the portraits hung 
up in chronological order, according to the periods at which they 
were alive, travellers, who can only enjoy a curibry view, would 
find it much more ealy to digeft the whole. 

From what little I have occafionally read of books of travels, and 
the information of others who have made them their particular ftiidy, 
I am apt to believe that the authors have either been unfaithful in 
their relations, or taken a great deal upon truft; for I find many 
things quite different from the ideas I had pre-conccived from their 
defeription. 

We fhall now take a tiirn to the Palazzo de Pitti, at prefent the 
grand dukes palace, which is counted a very magnificent ftrui^ure, 
equal to any other in Italy, It is certainly a noble fabrick ; but, 
being high-broached ruflick from top to bottom, though the pi- 
laffers in the court are dorick, ionick, and. corinthian, it has an 
heavy afpedf, to which I cannot be reconciled. One who has leen 
the Banquetting-houfe (that ineftimable fjjccimen of Inigo’s defign 
for Whitehall) cannot look upon this building with pleafure. The 
fuite of rooms is princely ; but their being hung with crimfbn-da- 
mafk laced with gold, in fbme meafiire interferes with the effect 
of the paintings, ravifhing as they are. Moles flriking the rock, 
by Raphael, was done while he copied the ftyle of Paul Veronefej 
. but a Diana and her nymphs attacked by the fatyrs, painted by the 
fame hand, after he followed the Flemifh manner of colouring, is 
altogether exquifite ; the deception being even too firong for a fpec- 
tator of imagination* One large harbour and 1^-piece, by Salvator 
Rofa, .is very well executed j but is fo far furpafied by another of 
the fame fize^ in the fame apartmetiit, that no mortal could fiippole 
sy q^ere done by the fame hand : when you compare them the 
>4* # one 
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one appears cold and dead, and the other as warm as if even the 
ihips were animated. A Madonna and Jefus with angels, St. Peter 
and St. Dominick, by Raphael, in his fecond manner, are worthy 
of fuch a noble artift : but he has even outdone himlelf in two 
little angels holding a fcroll of mufic, which the one ieems to know, 
from the eafy look with which he holds it out to the other mufi- 
cian, who exprefles more attention than I thought could be con- 
veyed by a pencil. A Virgin, St. Dominick, and St. Sebaftian 
wounded with arrows, by Bona Ruota ; a St* Mark, by Raphael’s 
mafter, Pietro Periigino ; a Mary in heaven, by del Sarto ; and an- 
other, by Carlo Morat, are wonderfully good : but a cardinal Ben- 
tivoglio full length, fitting, by Van Dyke, exceeds any other per- 
formance of that great mafter, not even excepting the Oliver Crom- 
well, in the pofleftion of Mr. Lockhart of Lee. Near this portrait 
we fee pope Leo X, with the cardinals di Medicis and di Rofli, by 
Urbin, which you may believe is an excellent piece : and of this 
pidlure I was told the following ftory. 

A certain duke of Mantua, whole name I do not remember, 
begged this picture of the pope, who was head of the Medici fk- 
mily, and who defired the grand duke to fend it to Mantua : this 
prince, who could not bear the thought of parting with fuch an 
exquifite performance, fvvore Andrea del Sarto to feerecy, then fef 
him to work ; and his copy was tranfmitted to the duke of Mantua, 
as the original, which was fb exa<ftly imitated, that, fbme time af- 
ter, Julio Romano, being occafionally at Mantua, was afked if he 
knew the hand ; “ Yes,” faid he, “ how fhould I mifs to know it 

is Raphael’s, when I myfelf painted fbme of the drapery ?” From 
hence you may judge of del Sarto’s merit, if you have feen none 
of his performances. Here are the portraits of Luther, Calvin, and 
his wife, by Giorgioni : Luther’s being diftinguifhed by manly fea- 
tures, and a piercing eye. But how fhall I deferibe the Madonna 
della Sedula, fb denominated from the Virgin’s being reprefented 
fitting in a chair i fhe feems to look at you as you approach, while 
(he hugs the young Jefus with the utmoft fondnefs of maternal af- 
fedion, a little St. John ftanding by. Raphael has, by this piece> 
difeouraged all his fucceflbrs from attempting the fame fubjeA : ex- 
clufive of the graces and expreflion, it fwells fb inconceivably that, 
when I entered the room, I miftook it for alto relievo or finely 
moulded pafte, exquifitely painted. And now I mention pafte, a 
great many pretty things might be executed in this manner, and 
would certainly have a good effect ; inafmuch as it would compre- 
hend the ioint arts of painting and fculpture. If I live to ret^h 

to 
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to Britain, I will caufe the experiment to be tried in Florence or 
fome other town in Italy in which I may happen to be, upon my 
route homewards. 

Such is the veneration the Italians have for the virgin Mary, that 
there are no lefs tjian one and thirty pictures of her in this apart- 
ment, which one would think were placed as fo many foils to Ra- 
phael’s incomparable produ<fi:ioii, for which Lewis XIV offered forty 
thoufand louis d’ors* To this proffer the grand duke replied. That 
he Would give his moft chriftiaii majefty double the fum for fuch 
another. The lame unequalled pencil has obliged the world with 
another incftimable piece, in which the effedls of war are reprefent- 
ed. Fury is leen raging before Mars, who is fo fiercely determined, 
that even beauty has not power to ftay him ; for he tears himlclf 
from Venus, who ftruggles to hold him, with a reludant concern 
in her countenance, while Cybcle, as the parent of Gods and men, 
exprefles a maternal fear and anxiety on account of the havock to 
be made among her children. In this, and the pidlure exhibiting 
the latyrs attempting to ravilli Diana’s nymphs, the painter has not 
perplexed the fpedtator’s view with too great a croud of images ; 
which, over and above confounding the light, ferves to torture and 
exhauft tlie invention of the artift ; and after all, you fcarce fee a 
large groupe of figures fufficiently diverfified. 

There is an head of Jefus, by Titian, better charaderized than 
any other I have feen : for a good Jefus is extremely rare, confi- 
dering how often the fubje<St has been worked upon ; even this feems 
to be ten years too old. Del Sarto has painted a fine Madonna on 
a pcdeftal, furrounded by modern faints. A cardinal, by Urbin, 
and an old pope, by Titian, are worthy of admiration ; the bap- 
tifm of our Saviour, by Paul Veronefe, abounds with charms. The 
Parcas, by Michael Angelo, are reprelented as three old hags, yet 
they are often painted young ; and good reafons may be given in 
fupport of both methods. Jefus is reprefented in a pretty cradle, 
with Mary, Jofeph, Elizabeth, and John attending; and this is the 
performance of Rubens, who 1 did not imagine would have dilgraced 
his work with fuch impropriety : but thefe are common to all paints 
ers who have cholen religious fubjedls ; and I may venture to lay, 
that no pidure in which a clergyman or faint can be introduced, is 
without fbme anachronifm or impropriety. 

J We fhall now vifit the nurfeiy, which was fitted, up by a grand 
mike who had no children, nor policy enough to allpw his wi& 

O to 
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to fupply the defe6l, like another prince of the fame family ; of 
whom they tell the following ftory. The dutchefs was a likely 
woman, and the hufband having done his utmoft endeavours for 
two or three years, without effe<51, took an opportunity of oblerv- 
ing, in a carelefs manner, “ that a prudent wife would always find 
“ an heir to a great eftate.’* A word to the wife is fufHcient. In 
ten months he had the plealure of dandling a boy of his wife’s 
bearing: butj not content with this happy confcquence of her dif- 
cretion, he, fome time after, flyly hinted that one fon was not to 
be depended upon. The hint was not loft ; in procefs of time the 
lady brought him another man-child: (But how covetous was this 
prince of the fubftance of other men 1) he now gave her to under- 
ftand, that a third would be neceflary as a pledge for the other 
two : and fhe, good woman I gratified his delirc : fo that (he 
was not put to any further trouble of that kind. 

There are a Jefus, Mary, Peter, John, and fomc other faint, by 
Carlo Morat, together with a St. Andrew ftripping to be crucified. 
A noble Venetian, by Tintoretto ; a country-fellow, by Titian ; 
a Charles I, of Great Britain, with his queen, by Van Dyke ; and 
a military officer, by Caflanoj all admirably performed. In ano- 
ther apartment we find Henry IV, of France, in triumph, at one 
end of the room, and one of his battles at the other : both pieces 
by Rubens ; each being four and twenty feet long, and twelve broad. 
Here is likewife a Mofes with the brazen ferpent, by Pifeino : but 
a Mary, with an angel holding Jefus, furrounded by monks, in 
chiaro-olcuro, by Fratti, is the moft beautiful piece, in that man- 
ner, which I ever beheld : the fhades are foftened with inconceiv- 
able fweetnefs, and ffefh colours ieem to exift where they are atftu- 
ally wanting. 

In the church of the Santo Spirito there is a picture reprefenting 
the bleffed Virgin in the habit of an Auguftine nun, holding our 
Saviour in her arms, and furrounded by St. Auguftine and feveral 
others. One altar-piece exhibits her vifited by the angel, in a de- 
licious garden, where the corridore of a noble building appears, and 
through the middle arch a moft beautiful perfpe<ftive preients itfelf 
to the view. Surely honeft Jofeph muft have been better lodged 
than the carpenters of thefe days, provided this be a faithful repic- 
fentation. In another pidure the Virgin is painted with a crown 
of filver plate, and a robe of azure powdered with ftars ; ib that 
the Roman catholics Ieem to have forgot die lown^ls of her qircu^ 
Ranees: though had they reprelented her in a quakers dr^(si^ 

would 
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Would have been more ej^cufablc, becaufe a much more agreeable 
impropriety, and more fuitable to her charader and condition! But 
before 1 quit this fubjed of cenfure, I muft tell you, that in the cioyfters 
thereisapiaureof St. Nicholas knocked down by the devil, who is 
iabout to repeat the blow, with an huge herculean club j when an 
angel interpofes in his behalf. In another piece, the fame faint by 
. making the figri of the crofs, rcftores to life two roafted pidgeons 
which are brought to him for food : this, you will fay, is a very 
impertinent and imprudent miracle, provided his appetite was good 
arid there was no other kind of viduals to be had. Under the 
cupola of the church, is a very glorious altar of inlaid marble 
i-eprefenting a little temple, of beautiful architecture, fupported by 
columns. The Carriiini church is very handfome, arid contains 
many line pictures, particularly an afcenlion ; in which, however 
moft of the figures are looking down: a circumftance alto^rethcr 
inconfiftent with the fubjeCt. Jefus praying in the garden, ‘^is an 
excellent performance ; though I do not know by what hand either 
this or the former was painted. There are three foperb monu^ 
ments, in as many adjoining chapels, the columns of which arc 
compofite, and the pilafters corinthian t the ftatiies and relievos are 
in every part, executed in an adriairablc tafte. Thus, you fee t 
neither confine myfelf to cenfure or applaufe; but /peak my real 
fentiments with that fincerity, which, I hope, will always be the 
diftinguifhing part of my character* 

The facrifty of the church of SanCta Maria nuovella, is the mofi 
beautiful I have feen, being neatly furnifhed with walnut-tree and 
gilded beads. St. Vincent railing a perfon from the dead, painted 
by Vandini, together with a baptifm of Jefus, and God holding a 
globe, upon which is the Holy Ghoft, are very good pieces. In 
this church is the firft Mary that ever was painted in Italy! the artifl 
was Joppo, who built the beautiful gothic fquare; the piClure is a 
very hard difagreeable piece, though a great curiofity. The chapel 
of the Carthufians pleafes the eye, like an agreeable young woman 
neatly dreffed in white : the walls, and bafs-reliefs with which it is 
ornamented, are in ftucco, walhed with white-lead ; the pilafters, 
of white marble, are of the compofite order, channelled, and every 
decoration is gilded. Here was a very fine piece of thufic per- 
formed on the fourth of Auguft, old ftile, the day of the annyh- 
ciadon; together with a maiige ceremony, aded by a niitied 
ab|pot, &c. Without the Porta Romana is a noble triuinpHant 

arcli^ 



^2 LETTER II. Florence. 

arch, in which, / am told, the critics find fome faults ; though I 
was not connoiiTeur enough to obferve them. 


No opera or play was afted while I ftayed at Florence ; but I 
was, contrary to my expedtation, extremely well diverted with the 
burletta, which is a fort of a farcical opera -or burlefque upon 
thefe performances, refembling, in fome meafurc, our Beggar’s 
Opera j to which, however, it is infinitely inferior in point of wit 
and humour. The perfons of the drama fpcak in mufical recitavo, 
with which, I thought, I Ihould never have been reconciled ; yet, 
fo it was, that in fpite of the poet’s dulnefs, I could not help 
fitting with patience, nay, even with pleafure, to fee the buffoonery 
or adlion correfpond fo ludicroufly with the mulic. Some of the 
voices are extremely good : but Signora Ronchetti, the prima donna 
or heroine of the piece, would charm a liftening world: ifie fings 
with fo much eafe, has fuch a elear, full pipe, with an incredible 
dudility of voice, and warbles out a note with fuch raviffing fweet- 
nels, while a moff inchanting fmile plays upon her countenance, 
and her eyes are lulcioufiy fportive, that it is impolfible to hear her 
without emotion and tranfport. I told her, that whatever punilb- 
ment fiie might defcrve in other rclpedts, ftie had no reafbn to throw 
away her money for indulgences while alive, or mafles when dead j 
for, by her angelic voice, fhe would obtain immediate entrance 
into paradife, in fpite of the priefts and the devil. But, jelling 
apart, could I have ftayed in Europe long enough to have the 
anfwcr of a letter from Edinburgh, I would have recommended 
her to the gentlemen of the mufical fociety in that place, and kept 
her difengaged until I Ihould have known their lentiments : for Ihe 
is, unqueftionably, preferable to Signora Avoglia ; and the encou- 
ragement Ihe has from the undertakers in Florence, amounts to no 
more than eighty zequins, Ibmething left than forty pounds, for 
the feafon ; during which, thirty, or two and thirty operas are 
performed. Now that I talk of finging, I mull inform you, that 
here are feveral places, to which the bell company of .both lexes 
relbrt about one or two in the morning; the gentlemen in printed 
linnen banjans and ftraw hats, and the ladies dreffed like Ihep- 
herdelles; they fing, alternately, ftanzas of extempore compofi- 
tion, on any fubjed: they pleale to pitch upon. One begins, 
another anfwers, upon the lame mufical grounds ; the firft replies, 
and fo they carry on the altercation for, perhaps, a whole hour. 
Their manner of finging is Ibmething between an air and recitativo; 
and> in my opinion, extremely agreeable; but the bell parj of^e 

entertaipns^t 
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eniertainment, is the poignant wit anci repartee, which they le 'el 
at oiie another on thefe occafions. The ordinary people have a 
their places of rendezvous, for the fame fort of conteft, thoti i 
their mufic may not be fo polite, or their wit fb re'ined as that of 
tlicir betters. Well couched bawdry, or double entendre, is the 
moft fafbiohable kind of wit upon the theatre ; while the vu*gar^ 
who keep clofer to nature, find the moft agreeable entertainment ni 
the plaineft language. 

Before I leave this inchanting place, I muft mention one of the 
four bridges thrown acrofs the Arno ; it is called Pon:e la ftnta 
Trinita, and the archifedture of it is really charmingj though not in 
point of rriagnificcnce ; for it is quite plain, with tvvo ftatues at 
each end: yet the work is fweetly performed It co!ififts of tli .e 
arches, the firft being fixty one feet and a half in wi itli^ anJ the 
heighth of the pidars fixteen feet the perpeni^ieular heigthj bom 
the head of the pillars to the centrical point of the a^ch, amounts 
to feventeen feet and a half ; the middle arch extends iixty eight 
feet and a 1 alt in width, the pillars being fixteen feer high above* the 
furface of the water, and the perpendicular heighth equal to twenty 
feet; the thiid is ks the lirft, the thicknefs of the arches, to the 
furface of the pavement, is tour feet and a half, the height of the 
parapet five feet ; about eight or nine inches of which is taken orf 
for a foot-walk, on each fide : the pillars, on each fide of the 
middle arch, are twenty tvvo feet and a half in thicknefs 5 the 
buttrefles, including the breadth of the bridge, are feventy fix feet 
and a half in length. Thus, you lee, by the great length of the 
bridge, in proportion to the fmall htighih of .the arches, from the 
top of the pillars, that the whole muft be nearly horizontal * nor 
are the arches fegmencs of circles, but cycloids j which, to be 
furc, will anfwer the purpofe ; if the materia’s are durab’e and 
very W' ll cemented. Another thing, very remarkable, is thd 
thinnefs of the top of the arches ; which are not, proportion- 
ally t) thick as the floorings of our bridges* 1 have, herewith, 
fcnt a drawing of it j which, 1 am perfuaded, you will be plealea 
to lee. 

I 

On the fifth of Auguft, 1 departed from Florence *, and, at a 
little diflatice from the town, pal^d the antient Fsfol^, at preleht 
called Fiefoli, which is the place that Sylla beftowed upon his 
foldiers, as the reward of their lervices. Though it ftatids uppti 
the *top and fides of a fine fwell of grdutid, they foon drew dowfi- 
wards t6 .the beautiful banks of the Arno, where they began what 
' P li 
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is now Florence ; and, furely, their tafte pr choice is to be com- 
mended. Having travelled about two and twenty miles farther, I 
began the afeent of the Appeniiies, rifing about fixteen miles to the 
highefl land, which is a mile from Pietra Mara i and four miles 
from hence, is a neat and pretty large convent of priefts, called 
Padri Univerfali:' a cold habitation this mull be in winter; for, 
though the fun (hone, I was fain to wrap mylelf ‘in my great coat. 
In Italy, the peafants never threfh in a barn, but keep a fpot of 
ground prepared for the purpofe ; here a vaft quantity of corn is 
fpread, and ten or a dozen threihprs ftand oppofite to each other, 
lb near that one would imagine they could not manage the flails ; 
which, however, they plied with great dexterity : indeed they are 
better flung and handfomer than thofe we ufe. Notwithftanding 
the richncls of the foil, and the genial warmth of an indulgent 
fun, their lands, as well as ours, require refrelhment ; and every 
where you fee the country people gathering into baskets the dung 
that falls from the cattle on the high roads : this neceflity, I fup- 
pole, proceeds from the farmer s having a fmallcr number of cattle 
than is requiflte to yield dung fuflicient to manure the land which 
he polfcfles. Lime being too hot and drying for the foil and cli- 
mate, is ufed very fparingly ; and, in feme places, not at all. A 
peafaht of Italy has, generally, very few cows, his greateft flock 
conflfting in oxen, which are continually employed m carrying the 
produce of his farm to market, in ploughing, a^nd other kinds of 
Vork : for, no wain, plough or harrow is drawn by horles, which 
are referved for chaifesand riding; fo that their dung muft be foat^ 
tered and fcarce. This pradice of employing oxen, is prudent and* 
commendable, for they require little food ; and, when grown unfit 
for labour, may be flail- fed, and fold to advantage; whereas, upon 
horfes, there is always an immoderate lofs. Among thefe moun- 
tains, which continue to fpread until you approach Bologna, there 
are vaft quantities of chefnut woods, a few walnuts, but no other 
trees of value. This Highlandt country, for a dozen miles, was 
rich in that variety of profpeA which delights ‘the eye, efpecially 
the eye of a mountaineer like me; who, ,hy the- bye, faw here 
fuch uncouth fafhions, as are not to be met with in any part of 
Argylcfhire: for, I chanced to meet fome ladies on horfeback, 
who rode aftride, with their legs as much expofed as mine are^ at 
prefent; and, from the wry faces which foroe of them made, I 
ebnjedured, not without an emotion of pity, that they* fuffered in 
the flcfli, by the uneafinefs of that attitude; which nature, I 
believe, never intended for the fair lex. 
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I paffed along a bridge over the river Piaforio to Bononia, now 
Bologna, which I do not at all admire for its beauty ; though it is 
furniflied with one great convenicncy in the fpacious piazza’s be- 
longing to the buildings of almoft all the ftrects, which fcrcen the 
paflengers from the injuries of the weather. Over the gate of 
St. Giovanni Moi\te, which is but a rrtcan fabric, is a good antique 
eagle. There is one piece reprefenring St. Cecilia, accompanied by- 
John, Paul, Magdalen and Augulline, with an aflcmblagc of 
angels above, and ihufical inftriiments below ; admirably per- 
formed by Raphael, though in his firft manner : St. Ceeilia wants 
that eafe which Urbin afterwards acquired and bellowed upon his 
figures : yet the expreffion is amazing *. for, having wound hcrfclf 
up to a degree of rapturous devotion, while fhe played and fung 
the prailes of her God, fhe now feems to bC in a trance of celellial 
joy. Behind an alrar, which (lands in the middle of the church, is 
a very odd pedeflal, above which We fee a Corinthian capital reverfed, 
then a broken column, aiid over all a Crofs, part of which is the 
wood of the holy Ctofs; and all thefc, they fay, were brought 
from Jerufalem, The chtitch of St Petfonio is gothic, hdilt in an 
odd taHe, which, however, is riot without dignity. He is patron 
of the city, and under hiis riatue We read this infeription, 

Prifea (Eu noti prifea ntodo quii apparet imago 

Nos nova Petronij prifcafqu'e dona do6et. 1 70S, 

1 Ihould riot have veondercd to fee tHele Knes dated three or fiiir 
hundred years ago ; but, to find fuch gothic conceits of thefe days, 
gives a lametttable' idea of riigdern talte. The great altar is ex- 
tremely Well defigned, being ati ahtique cupola, fupported by four 
corint'hian columns ; upon the pavement the' Lih’ea' riieridiana, 
a verticc^ad tropicum capricorni, the fhil dal^fing through a‘ friiall 
hole of the roof, when in the meridian, his rays ftrike the hour 
Upon this graduated-lirie, contrived by Mr: Galfinl, and' thereby their 
time is regulated ; for their dlvifion ii" liof by regular periods, like 
ours ; their fitfi hbut begibi half an Houf afteV fun fet, arid fo they- 
reckon on *till four and twerity; and therefore niuft be coritihualy 
altering their clocks and watcfjti. 1‘fhiill ridt eritpf ifito a' dilpiite 
withtheir litbrati ’ upon this fubjedf ; thbhglf I’flibufd W to Tee it 
confidered^ By aproperjiidge^ toother unth th^ i^^fohf 'upop'V-^*^^^ 

^ the Vcnctiahs have regulated their tirife' adcbrdiiii^ tO' this' tabled 
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I am yet a ftranger to the rules by which thefe regulations are 
made ; though I have taken pains to be informed by thofe who, I 
thought, {hould have been able to give me that fatisfa<flion. But, 
to return to the church of Saint Petronio, at Bologna, there is 
the picture of an executioner in the adt of beheading a faint, with 
a long fword, having a great deal of fury exprefTed in his counte- 
nance. In St. Gregory’s church, there is an admirable piece by 
Lodovico Caracci, reprefenting St. George and St. Margaret, who 
was relieved by his knightly arm ; together with the angel Gabriel 
above : and another excellent pi^ure of St. Gregory performing a 
miracle, by Dionyfius Calvert. In the church of St. Francis, 
wc fee St. Anthony railing a perlbn from the dead, extremely well 
painted by Laurentio Pacinellij and the converfion of St. Paid, 
finely performed by Lodovico Caracci. The fculpture of two 
chappels, on the fides of the great altar, is very well executed j one 
being of Giallo 8c verdo antico : the cloifiers are likewife beauti- 
fully adorned with bulls of the monks of the Francifean order ; 
and, from the flight of the ftair-cale, is a fine profpeA of two 
corridores, the one above the other. Here are no fewer than one 
bundled and fifty fathers, who live like drones upon the indullry 
of their fellow creatures : fome of them, however, are men of 
real worth ; and very lenfible of the injury which accrues to man- 
kind from fuch idle inllitutions. 

% 

Santo Salvator is a glorious building, having three noble chapels 
on each fide, before you come to the body of the nave, with a 
cupola over it ; the whole is of the compofite order, channelled, 
and the llatuary is good. Jefus on the crofs, by Raphael, in his 
firft manner, and another over the great altar, by Guido, arc 
charming. In St. Margaret’s church, over the altar, is the pidure 
of that female faint, with the virgin above, which is certainly a 
lovely figure, painted hy Macini; there is likewife a very gdodV 
Magdalen, by one of Guido’s fcholars. St. Catharine receiving a * 
young Jefus, by Permigiano, is an excellent piece : though I can- 
not 



Bbiogna. E T T E R II. 57 

not fee for what reafbn our Saviour is painted as an infant, when in 
company with faints who lived feveral hundred years after his being 
upon earth ; the ornaments are in relievo, and extremely beautiful. 
'J he cicling of St, Paul’s church is finely painted in frcfco; the 
pilafters are compolite and channelled. A nativity, by Alexander 
Dorchi, atid another by Cavedonij are good pidlurcs. On the 
great altar, are the ftatues of the faint and executioner, by Algardi, 
which might fland among the antiques. The father, and a dead 
Jefus, by Crefpi ; St. Catharine de Bologna, adeadjefus, by Marco 
Antonio Francifehini ; the church, by him and his fcliolars, together 
with an afeenfion, by Hannibal Caracci, are much to be regarded. 
Such an immethodical effufion of remarks upon painting, ftatiiary, 
and architedlure, may be apt to excite your mirth ; and, perhaps, 
your compaflion : but, as you know the irregularity of my difpofi- 
tion, you muft take my correfpondence upon my own terms. 

The Dominican church is very elegant : the lower columns of the 
vaulting being ionic^ the high pilafiers Corinthian, the ornaments of 
ftucco, and the whole executed in a very good tafie. St. Andrew 
half undrefled, for crucifixion, by RofR, is a fine piece ; and the 
chappels that crofs the nave are magnificent. Pope Pius V, by 
Felicio Torelli; and St. Jacinto, by Lodovico Caracci, muft 
attradt the eye of every man who knows any thing of painting; 
St. Dominick’s head and relics are preferved within an altar, but I 
could not fee them, becaufe he who kept the key was abfent. The 
Dome church is really grand, and will be ftill more fb, when the 
portico is finifhed ; but, even then, it will labour under a difad- 
vantage which is very common in this and other countries ; namely, 
that of being cooped up in a place where one half of its beauties 
cannot be feen. Indeed it is very furprifing to fee communities, and 
even private men, burying edifices of beautiful artichedlure, in 
this manifer, from the view of the public, as if they were afhamed 
of what they had done, or unwilling to gratify the fight of their 
inferiors. But, to return to this dome, the whole is of the com- 
pofite order, the capitals and modelion-cornifh being very rich ; 
but thofe by the gate are no more than paintings. On each fide is 
a row of arched columns, or what «e feequendy called cloyfters, - 
and the complete navefeem^ tp be Well proportioned tb the length : 
the roof, is arched and plain ; and one altar is adorned with giallo,. 
^vgdo antico, and other nones of great value. There is a fine altar 
tte^ed by the hw of Gfcgory V, and fiipported with giallo 
cqrinthi^ columns there are ibut organs in the duircb, and two 
in the chw, fiipported by tufein^pilUts ; three altars ia aechitec^ 
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ture, the others in painting ; though the deceptions have a good 
effed : and as rich people die, or fuperftitious zeal increafes, real 
buildings will be reared in room of thefe appearances. The paint- 
ings, in general, are more indifferent than one would expedl to 
find in fuch a city as Bologna. The church of the Padri Philip- 
pini del Oratorio, is one of thole that (as I have already oblerved) 
pleafe me, like a pretty, plain girl, by their neat^efs and white 
apparel. All the ornaments are Corinthian, gilt, except the great 
altar, which is coloured, and two others, which are very elegant. 
Here is a young Jefus declaiming in the temple, and God above, 
with angels, by Albani ; and it is oblervable of this great mafter, 
that there is not one of his pieces (at lead 1 have feen none of them) 
without infant figures, either of angels, cupids, or mortals ; and in 
thefe he was never equalled. Here is like wife a pidure of Jefus, 
and Thomas feeling his wounds, by a fair lady called Terefia Mau- 
ratori, performed in a mafterly manner. 

As I flayed here but an afternoon and one day, I employed the 
time fb induftrioufly, and the weather was fo hot, that I was quite 
fatigued before I could thus far gratify my curiofity ; fo that, pro- 
bably, I have overlooked many better things than thofe I have ob- 
ferved. Here I faw cardinal Doria, the pope’s legate, pafs through 
the flreet, in great pomp. 

I now proceed to Ferrara, which, as Mr, Addifbn lays, is a wafte; 
and truly all that I can do, is (like (bme travellers of my own ac- 
quaintance) to tell you I have been there, Ihunning any further con- 
verfation on the fubjed, in order to conceal my ignorance and want 
of curiofity. However, I can, from my own knowledge, affure you, 
there is in this place one very great fquare, in the middle of which 
appears an huge compofite foliaged column, fuflainihg a flatue of 
pope Alexander VII, fitting in his chair : but the greatell part of 
this fpacious area is overgrown with grafs. The llreets are long and 
flraight, but quite defolate; and the fortifications are faid to extend 
feven miles around. There are two very bad ftatues of Ibme of 
their dukes, one fitting, the other on horleback. I was in one of 
their churches, dedicated to St. John the Baptift ; but there I faw 
nothing worth obferving. This is all I can fay of Ferrara, except 
that cardinal Creicenti is their legate. 

From Ferrara, and indeed fi’om the Appenines, we travelled through 
what by fome people would be termed a delightful country. The 
fields, like thofe of Holland, lie low and moifl, are drained by 

^itt;bes. 
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ditches, and great dykes are built to fave them from the overflow- 
ings of the Po, the Rheno, the Addige, the canals Bianco and 
Negro, and the Brinta. Here the hemp grows to an immenfe 
height, and is proportionably ftrong; fo that fometimes I Was de- 
ceived by its appearance ib much, as to miftake it for plantations 
of young aflies. The Indian-corn, which they call gran-turia, grows 
much in the lame manner; but one ftalk never yields above three 
cars. 


Having crofled the Po at Pacolini, we came down the river in a 
boat to Paviola, that we might enter the Venetian territories with- 
out lying quarantine. Hoc opus, hie labor eft. But gold will over- 
come that and many greater difficulties ; and accordingly, by the 
influence of that precious metal, we procured a chaile to tranljiort 
our luggage, while we walked on foot, clcorted by two Venetian 
Ibldiers, to Crociara, which is about four miles : however, we 
marched about the fpace of ten or twelve miles, backwards, for- 
wards, and round about, in order to deceive and perplex thofe who 
might have oblerved us, and to leave at Ibme diftance the road by 
which we had come : at length we arrived in lafety at the end of 
ourftage. Next morning Signior Ottavio Savagna, a Venetian, who 
is both a very good painter and a very worthy man, delired a place 
with me in the chaife, with which I gladly accommodated him, be- 
caule I found he was perfeftly well acquainted with the manner of 
travelling : and to his addrefs our efcaping quarantine was in a good 
meafure owing. Leaving the reft, we crofled the canal Bianco, 
at Paflato di Rolati, the Addige at Boara, and dined at Stangaila. 
Here I vifited the church, which is dedicated to St. Catherine. The 
great altar is a pretty, ancient temple, of the rich ftones : there arc 
four other altars of very good architedlure, adorned with very well 
executed fculpturc ; but the paintings are bad, and the building is 
mean. ^ 


On one of the aftars is the ftatue of an angel with a large, fair 
wig: he ftands upright, and lays his hands upon the head of a 
Jefus, who, by his dreft and looks, feems to be about five or fix 
years old. Such childifh abfurdities I am tired of mentioning ; 
though 1 have often wondered that th^ fhould fb generally prevail 
among people who are not at all deftitute of learning and tafte. 
feofb, indeed, of the cleigy I have known extremely illiterate ; 
4>ut a great many are peribns of (uperior underidanding, and cer- 
tainly would nevp countenance fuch ridiculous trumpery, if their 
intere^was not in fbme fiiape cbheemed. Thofe donations they 
V * con- 
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confidef as a part of devotion ; which, for the benefit of the churchy 
mufi: be held facred, and received exactly according to the will of 
the donors ; left, by deviating from it, in one particular, they fiiould 
invalidate the importance of the whole ; and confequently find the 
number of their legacies decreafe. 

From Stangaila we advanced to the river-canal Negro, at a little 
diftance from which appears Mount St. Solefino; which affords a 
delightful view ; having a church and convent upon its top. About 
ten miles from thence we came to a pretty little town, called Monte 
Velefi, from an hill at the back of it, covered from top to bottom 
by the ruins of a fortification, of which, however, I could colled: 
no information, either from my fellow-traveller, or the inhabitants 
of the town. Hard by this place is the Monte Ricco, juftly fo called 
from its fertility : for it is covered with vineyatds to the very fum- 
mit, and yields excellent grafs, from a natural moifture in the body 
of the hill. All thefe three mountains rife gradually to a pointy 
as if they had been modelled by art. 

Near Bataglio is the palace of Salvatico ; that of Obici, on the 
other fide of the river Brinta j and on the hither fide ftands the 
palace of Delphino, which is very noble. We paffed the river Brinta 
to Padua, which is likewife a kind of wafte, compared to its fornier 
condition ; yet here, I am told, there are many valuable things to 
be feen : but, as my companion was obliged to go forwards, with- 
out halting, I did not chufe to ftay behind ; trufting to another op- 
portunity of feeing its curiofities : lb that I can only fay I was in 
that ancient city which ftands upon the Brinta. This river runs all 
the way to the Gulph of Venice, and its banks, for full fifteen 
miles, are covered with one continued chain of palaces, according 
to the Italian denomination : though fome of them really deferve 
the name, and all of them are elegant ; fuch a fight is, I appre- 
hend, no where elfe to be feen. Some of the canals in Holland, 

I own, are adorned with pretty little houfes, and neat gardens on 
one fide, and pafture grounds on the other : but here are magni- 
ficent buildings on each fide, particularly the palace of Giovanelli, 
which is nobly rich in ftatuary and gardens, though attended with 
one whimfical circumftance, which I cannot approve. The breaftr 
wall, that furrounds the fpacious parterre iji the front of the houfe, 
is decked with a vaft number of liliputian mpnfters, which, ii^injr 
opinion, exhibit a too ludricous entertainment to the eye, fp near % 
building of fuch magnificence ; efpecially as they are tfie firft ob-j 
jeds that ftrike the view, wfiich ought to be chiefly, atOrailied ty 

5 the 
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the more dignified beauties of the place. All thefe ftru^tures, fu- 
perb and beautiful as they are, being contrived for coolnefs, would 
not be habitable in our ifland, where the principal aim is to make 
the houfes clofe and warm. Through this delightful avenue of 
palaces we came to Fufina, from whence we hired a gondola to 
Venice, which is at the diftance of live miles by water, 

Venice makes fuch an appearance as is not to be met with in any 
dther part of the whole world ; and, as Mr. Addifbn oblerves, looks 
at a diftance, like a town half floated by a deluge. The day af- 
ter my arrival I went and waited upon Mr. Smith the Britifh con- 
ful, and Sir William Stewart, who foon returned the vilit, and were 
extremely civil ; as were Mr. St. George, Mr. Harper, and Dr. 
Gilks, who were the only Britifli fubjeds at that time in the place. 
You need not doubt that I amufed myfelf agreeably, in viewing 
the beauties and curiofities of this city, which, for your fatisfadtion, 

I lhall deferibe in my own irregular way. But, before I proceed 
to thefe particulars, it will not be amifs to fay fomething of the 
people in general. They have fometimes afTumed the name of Ve- 
netiae, in imitation of the Grecian cities Athenae, and Theba?. Their 
Bate underwent a variety of revolutions, until, at length, the in- 
habitants agreed upon a new form of government, which, for its 
oddity and unalterable conflitution, 1 lhall in fome meafure explain. 

In the year 697 a Doge or Dux was eledled for life, though with 
very limited powers ; infomuch that he can neither marry a ftranger, 
nor go out of the city, without a licence from the fenate : at the 
fame time a great number of councils were appointed, and each in- 
ftitution declared unalterable. The fenate confifls of a hundred 
and twenty nobles, one half of whom are ordinary, and the other 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of the junta ; but the united body 
is called pregadi, from pregare to pray^ as if to infinuate that they 
were praye^ or intreated to become guardians of the public weal : 
but others affirm, this name was acquired at their firft efiablifh- 
ment, when they fent embaffies all around, praying and foliciting 
their neighbours to come arid fettle among them. A body of the 
fugitive nobility cpnftituted the firft governours, in whole names the 
intreaties were made j fb as that they obtained the name of prega- 
di, which hath been conveyed to their fucceflbrs. On account of 
this, occurrence fome likewifc deiive. the prefent name of the city 
J[pdf the Latin vetb/venite or veoietiam, and others from venctia, 
•^n oblplcte word that fignifies the frothing Or boiling of the fea^ 
VarrO favs Venftia eft mark exasftuatib quae ad littus pcllitur.** 
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The (ixty ordinary fenators arc chofen in Auguft or September, 
five only at one time ; and the Doge prefides in the fenate, but, 
as I have already obferved, under great reftridtions. To thefc arc 
added the decemviri, forty who are judges in all capital cafes, 
and many other particular magift rates. The decemviri, when af- 
fcmbled, confift, properly fpeaking, of feventeen perfons ; ten of 
whom are the ordinary judges (whence they hgve the namcy and are 
chofen from the grand council ; the reft are fix counfellors, chofen 
out of as many didri<Sts, three of which muft be upon <*ie fide of 
the ifland of the Rialto, and three upon the other ; and the Doge 
completes the number as prefident : but three fenators are monthly 
chofen to be what they call gli capi di died, or chiefs of the ten ; 
and thefe have power to fummon the college and examine into all 
their affairs. From the fentence of this college there lies no ap- 
peal ; and all their deliberations are wonderfully fecret. 

The next in order is the college of the fixteen favii or wife men, 
confifting of fix fenators called the favii grandi, whofe bufinefs is 
to watch over and proteA the honour of the ftatc, and make their 
report to the fenate ; five gentlemen denominated favii della terra 
ferma, or wife men of the main land, who have the care of trade 
and the militia ; and five other* of the fame rank, young, but 
learned, known by the name of favii delli ordini, or wife men of 
the order, who enquire ihto the execution of every thing relating 
to fea-affairs, &c. but, according to cuftom, ten others are added 
to this college, namely, the Doge, fix counfellors, and three of the 
criminal judges. The gran cancelliere or high chancellor is elected 
by the grand council, and every thing is communicated to him : 
he takes place of all fenators except the procurators of St. Marc, 
who are next the Doge in dignity, and continue during life, which 
is alfb the cafe with the chancellor. To them is afligned the charge 
of all orphans left without guardians, and they are divid^ into three 
clafies called procuratoria, three prefiding in each. The firft claf^ 
together with the Doge, fuperintend the church of St. Marc, and 
manage its vafl revenues ; the fecond has the immediate care of the 
orphans on one fide of the Rialto ; and the third takes care of thofe 
on the other : each clafs being equally charged with the relief of the 
poor, the prifoners, and flaves. 

The great council is formed of all the patricians turned of twen- 
ty, though fbmetimes they arc not admitted ’till the age of 
ty five : they propofe, digeff, and enai^ the latvs, and appoint all 
the magifirates and officers ttarough the whole extent of their domr- 
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nions. They have a vaft variety of other judges, fuch as judices 
proprietatum, proeuratorum, mcrcatorum, advenarum, petitionum, 
mobilium, publici, cattaveri, &c. &c. ^ ’ 

Having thus given you fome notion of the conftitution of this 
people, I will now proceed to mention thofe particular objeds which 
attracted my attention. 

I afcended the belfrey, that Hands in the corner of the noble 
fquarc near St. Marc’s church : it is a common brick tower, fo un- 
luckily fituated as to fpoil the grande place, which hath the v:]\urcli 
for one fide, a corridore of fifty arches on the right, one of thirty 
nine upon the left (the length of both being equal, though the pil- 
lars of the firft are doubled) and a chapel in front, with fc\ cn arches 
on one fide, and five only on the other ; this irregularity being oc- 
cafioned by the difpofition of the door, which behoved to be in a 
line with the gate of St. Marc. 

From the top of this ugly tower (of which I fend you the print) 
I enjoyed a diftina view of this fine city and the adjacent ifiands ; 
and furely a more beautiful and fingular profpedf is no where upon 
earth. The* grcatclt part of the iflands appear like fo many towns 
rifing out of the deep, becaufe all the land is covered with build- 
ings : but, were this impregnable city in the polTefiion of our neigh- 
bours the Dutch, they would enlarge it greatly, and that not with- 
out reafon, the paved ftrects being fo narrow that no more than two 
perfons can walk a-breaft through them ; though many of their 
marine ftreets are very fpacious. From one fide of the tower I 
counted fixteen, and from the other fifteen, illands ; though the 
town aiftually ftands upon upwards of feventy, and has about eight 
hui-dred bridges of different kinds : the ifiands I reckoned were 
diflind, gnd, as it were, feparated from the city. 

The church of St. Marc is one of the moft extraordinary gothic 
buildings I ever faw; and notwithftanding the immenfe treafure 
which hath been lavifhed upon it, to my view has a very mean ap- 
pearance, being very low, and loaded with five large, heavy cupl> 
las, that feem to prefs it into the earth. Within it is fo extremdy 
dark, that one can hardly fee the unpleafent, expenfive mofaic work 
whkh is intended to adorn the roof and floor: and though the 
in fome places, are crufted with very rich Hones, yet the 
^auty is infinitely inferior to tlfe ehaige, or rather there is no beauty 
in any part of itn not even exdqiting a black Madonna chat looks 
^ 7 like 
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like an -Ethiopian princefs. I fend you this print of the cathedral, 

that you may judge for yourfelf ; and I afTure you it looks more 
agreeable to the eye in the drawing, than in the real ferudure. 

One tide of the fquare of St. Marc is built in the bed tatie, 

and the other would be very handfome were it at a ditiance 

from that which fronts it. The palace of the doge, where all the 
courts of juftice are kept, contains very magnificent apartments ; 
one tide, which is hid, being in a fort of Roman ftile: it fronts 
the prifon, which is a very elegant fabric, and to which it is joined 
by a bridge called II ponte de fofpiri, from the fighs of the cri- 
minals as they pafs along it to trial, or return after fentence of 
death has been pronounced : the other tides are very gothic indeed I 
The outward flair is of whititii marble admirably wrought: the 
length of the hall in which the great council fits, amounts to about 
one hundred eighty feet, and the breadth to eighty ; and there is 
another one hundred and forty by fixty ; one end of the firft is 
wholly covered by a painting of Tintoretto, reprefenting paradife ; 
incomparably performed, though too much crowded with figures : 
the different apartments are likewife adorned by pieces of the fame 
hand, Paul Veronefe,- Titian and others ; yet, almoti: every pidure 
is confufed with too great a redundancy of figures ; and, I muft 
take the liberty to fay, that, in all of them, the perlpeflive, or ap- 
pearance of difiant images, is falfe. On the fore ground you fhall 
fee figures as big as the life ; and behind, you behold others not 
above one foot in length ; yet, even of thefe, the bodies, faces, 
and members are diftindly (hewn ; an abfurdity which any man, 
even though he is ignorant of the rules of perlpedive, may eafily 
difeover. In a fmall room, there is an Europa by Paul Veronefe, 
done in a manner which I think very expreflivc ; when fhe firft 
mounts the bull that is reprefented as rifing under her, the features 
of her countenance indicate the utmoft trimidity ; but, ^jvhen feen 
in a diftant perlpe£live, fhe feems to have recovered her courage, 
and waves her hand in a tranfport of eagernefs and joy, as dirc^ing 
and defiring the difguifed deity to fwim with greater difpatcb. 
Titian*s colouring and contours, are, in my humble opinion, pre- 
ferable to thofe of Paul Veronefe or Tintoretto, though in this 
fentiment I differ from the Venetian tafte in general. The archi- 
tedure of St. Geminiano’s chapel is fo neat and elegant, that 1 can- 
not help gratifying- your curiofity with the print. 

In Sanda Sophia’s there is a black Virgin, another in Sanda Fe- 
licia’si together with three feints of the feme complexion. In the 

5 -Anrch 
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church of Sandla Faufta, as well as in many other places, flic is 
richly drefled, and has a variety of habits for the different holidays. 
The church of the Capuchins is an o<Stagon, with a cupola over the 
center^i and contains flx pretty altars befldes the great one. Here 
gOpd paintings abound in fuch numbers, that a moderate defeription 
ofUhem would fill whole volumes; fo that I intend to (ay nothing 
further on the fubjc<Sl». The church of St. Ignatius is the moft noble 
1 have yet leen in this place, except that of the Carmelites, which 
vies v^th it in beauty : as I cannot regale you with a fight of the 
infide, 1 here prefent you with its elevation. There arc noble com- 
pofite columns in front, with ftatues between them : the gateway, 
within, is adorned with eight columns, and four pilafters above, 
all of the lame order. The pannels are of flowered marble inlaid, 
which yields the appearance of rich damalk ; a beautiful pavilion 
of the fame matter is raifed over the pulpit, by way of founding- 
board, and the columns fiirrounding the choir are ornamented in 
the fame manner : the great altar is furnifhed with wreathed co- 
lumns that fupport an elegant cupola. Fine altars and flatues, par- 
ticularly that of Barbara, adorn the whole, which is covered with 
a rich gilded cieling. Seven or eight hundred fcholars are taught in 
this college of the Jefuits. 


St. Francifeo della Vigna is a work of the famous Palladio. In 
the front are four compofite pilaflers, with two brafs flatu^ of St. 
Francis and St. John ; but, within, the order is doric, and a light, 
plain, beautiful fimplicity appears through the whole, except upon 
each fide pf the choir, where there is a rich piece of panelled ar- 
chitecture, in a monumental tafle, and of the compofite order. In 
the center of the cloyfter (which was never defigned by Palladio) is 
a {quarp grotto, with glais-doors, in which the faint Hands in the 
habit of his order, and over head our Lady. Here you have the 
elevation qf thp church of SanCta Juflina, belonging to a convent 
of nuns. The cplumns of the great altar are fioviTered and foliaged 
with marbles of the natural colours, charmingly executed ; and it 
an handfome compofite front, with a modelion cornice and 
tympanum. The church of St. John and St. Papl is a large gothic 
l^ilding ; but, among a variety of others, contains two noble mo> 
nuiaaencal altars, bcQdes die ^eat one, which exhibits Ibmething very 


extraordiiiaiy. lam afraid that the manner m which I mention 
. altars, monuments, polumnS) orders, ^.aqd l^know not what, 






.grcttlpdilof figures,, wluch ^ icidom diyftfihed^ enough to ^gage 
the imd^paiattead^ of^mdceaU'in^pcefliQn upon hia^eii^ and 
yfit in of the ob- 
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jedls I defcribe, than to the defcdi of the defcription ; which, how- 
ever, I niufl; own, are manifold and iincntcrtaining. 

Upon the front of St. Mary’s cliurth am four very handfome horfe?, 
of Corinthian hrafs, which were brouglit from Conftantinople : but, 
in the area before the church I laft mentioned, there is a wretched 
equeftrian ftatuc of Bartholomeusdi Bergamo: ‘the horfe is too long, 
his jaws are thick, his muzzle is fmall, and his tail altogether lu- 
dicrous. The rider fits in a moll aukward pofture, with ins left 
Edc lorcmoft, and really feems to have been manufadured in a place 
where horfes are of little or no ufe, and confequently almoft un« 
known. 

The church of I Carmelitani, or the barefooted Carmelites, dif- 
putes the preference with that of St. Ignatius, as I have already 
oblerved. In the front are twelve corinthian columns, and eight 
above, with a rich architrave, freeze and cornice ; fix fiatues in the 
interftices, and five upon the top. Within are three fine altars on 
each fide, two of jafper columns, whether crufted or not I cannot 
determine ; and one of verdo antico. On the frontilpiecc of one, 
are Mary, Jofeph, and Jefus in clouds, exquifitely drawn ; and on 
another is a vifitation. The great altar has eight columns of Bohe- 
mian marble. All the ornaments are gilded, as well as the deling, 
round fome good frelco ; but there is no painting below, excepting 
two performances, which are not at all of a piece with the church. 
St. Julcntini’s church is adorned with a portico of eight corinthian 
pillars ; thole within are of the fame order ; a pretty, painted cu- 
pola rifes over the nave, and the great altar is a temple furrounded 
with fine ftatuary. Upon one fide of the choir is the tomb of John 
F rands Maurocenus, whofe image lies above the lepulchre j below 
is Time or Saturn, with Charity on one fide, and Virtue on the 
other : the whole in a mantle fufiained by angels, oap of whom 
carries a crown of glory. 

In the Chiefa di Carmini, or Carmelites who wear (lockings, 
there is a crucifix, with a drels refembling the Highland philebeg ; 
a Mary richly habited ; and feveral faints in ecclefiallic robes ; the 
great altar being in form of a pretty little temple. In the front of 
the church of San<S:a Maria della Rofaria, are four compofite co- 
lumns, with as many fiatues : the pilafiers within are corintUan; 
the great altar is temple-wife, with a femi-cupola fupported by^V 
very pretty columns. Upon an altar is reprefented Maiy with Jeius, 
fitting in a gilt chair of fiate, drefied in a white robe, with an 
embroidered border, which is her favourite habit ; though )^e ap- 
pears 
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pears under an infinite number of dcfignations, fiich as Da monte, 
Della guardia, Maggiore, Formofa, Nuovella, Della pace, Dicandcli, 
Caftiffima, Puriflima, Inviolata, Speculum juftitiae, Sedes lapientije, 
&c. &c. &c. Such and fo various were the diftindions of the fe- 
hiale deities of antiquity, of which, Ifuppofe, this modern pradice 

an imitation. 

this time, I am perfuaded, you are heartily tired, and indeed 
{o am I, with the confufion of my own remarks ; I fliall therefore 
pals over many things of confideration, and at prelcnt only parti- 
cularize the famous bridge of the Rialto, the middle of which is 
a broad ftrect, with handfomc Ihops on each fide, and without thefc 
is a narrower walk towards the water. You will conceive a notion 
of it from this print in pcrfpe<ffive, which docs not exhibit it more 
noble than it really is. 

Though I never repeat Mr. Addilbn*s delcriptions, I have fome- 
times prefumed to give you a little fupplement to a few particulars 
which he has mentioned. You may remember he takes notice of 
a very odd Ihew on Holy Thurlday, called the man-pyramid, which, 
from Claudian, he delcribes in thele beautiful lines : 

“ Men pil’d on men, with adive leaps arilc, j 

** And build the breathing fabric to the Ikies ; 

“ A fprightly youth above the topmoft row, 

“ Points the tall pyramid and crowns the lliow.” 

As there is fomething extremely whimfical as well as furprifing in 
this IpcAaclc, I lend you a very neat print of it, which will ill ultra tc 
the defeription. 

Venice,' in general, is a beautiful city; a great number of the houles 
being better fuited for princes than private noblemen : though it 
mull be oblerved, that thele noblemen put themlelves upon a footing 
with the old Roman patricians, who were deemed equal to fove- 
reigns ; their Doges being confidered as the confuls of ancient Rome. 

1 have often, with indignation, heard the new church in the 
Strand cenfured for being too much crowded with ornaments ; but 
) hpe the fronts of private houles, as well as churches, are ten times 
"more liable to that accufation. The watry llreets (if I may be. 
allowed to ule the exprellion).and the lioufes that (land upon theih, 
are fo conveniently contrived, that one can go up to every door, 
in t^dittle floating coach called gondola, which is a very odd con- 
vey- 



68 LETTER II. Venice. 

veyance. 1 Jic length of thefe veflels extends to two or five and 
thirty feet, from ftem to ftern, though they are not more than five 
feet and an half in breadth, and altogether without keels. They 
have flat bottoms and floors ; a great rake fore and aft ; prodigious 
long (harp prows ; roftra, or beaks of iron with teeth ; and a litfle 
fixed awning or couch abaft the beam, in which the paflengers lit. 
One rower ftands forwards, and the other uptm the ledge of the 
ftern ; their attitude and adion are beautiful, and Ihew handlbme . 
fellows (fuch as they generally are) to great advantage : thef'oars 
roll upon a notched poll on the fide, and they pulh from them, 
as we do when we back a ftern : but they Ikim it away with great 
velocity, and fuch is their addrefi, that, though they have no rud- 
der, though many of the canals are extremely narrow, and an in- 
finity of thefe IkifTs are continually going backwards and forwards, 
they pafs each other with incredible eafe and agility ; lb that the 
fare runs no rilk of being overlet. Here is a drawing which I took 
upon the fpot, 

I lhall now give you Ibme relpite, and conclude this letter with 
telling you, that, in all probability, I lhall be obliged to go from 
hence, round the Morea, up to the gulph of Theflalonica, thence 
through the illands of the Archipelago to Alexandria in ^gypt, 
and then to Cyprus : the realbns of this long voyage you may learn 
by another opportunity : mean while, I believe I fcarce nefd ob- 
ferve that, whither foever I go, or whatever change of fortune 1 
may prove, I lhall always be, 

Deareft. Brother, 

Venice. Sept. 2 . Your Unalterable, &c. 

1744. 
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S I R, 

H aving been dlfappointed in my expciftation of hearing from 
you and fbme other particular friends, after 1 had concluded 
my laft letter, I funk into a ftate of dejection and lownefs of fphits, 
during which I began to moralize, and adually filled a wli 'Ic fjTJct 
with reflections upon the uncertainty of hope, and the inconfl-.ucy 
of happinefs ; but when I recolleCled myfelf fo far as to review, with 
temper and ferenity, what I had written in the midd of melancholy 
vapours, I faw nothing that was uncommon or entertaining in my 
lucrubation, and therefore have fuppreffed the whole cffiy. After 
this inflance of felf-denial, I will proceed to treat you vvith the dc- 
IcriptioA of a Venetian wedding, at which I was prefent. 

The day being appointed for the nuptials of a young couple, of 
two noble families known by the names of Bernard!, and Donna, 
I, whp (as you very well know) am fond of novelties, repaired to 
the church of Sando Giorgio Maggiore, which is large and hand- 
fbme, with a fine garden and convent, in the rcfedtiry of which is 
the marriage of Cana, incomparably performed, by I’aul Veronefe. 
This piece is about thirty feet in length, and contains above one 
hundred figures ; and, barring that croud which I muft always 
condemn, it may be reckoned the heft of his pictures that are in 
Venice. You may confider the print of the church, while I go on 
with my defeription of the ceremony. — After a croud of nobles, 
in their ufual black robes, had been fome time in attendance, the 
gondolas, appearing, exhibited a fine fhew, though all of them 
were painted of a fable hue, in confequence of a fumptuary law, 
which is very neceflary, in this place, to prevent an expence wliich 
many, who could not bear it, would certainly incur ; neverthclcfi, 
the barcarioli* or boat- men were drefled in hajidfome liveries: the 
gondolas followed one another in a line, each carrying two ladies, 
who wete likewife drefled in black, though exceflively rich in jew- 
/cl^ as they landed they arranged thcmfelvcs ip order, formmg a 
^lanc from the gate to the great altar. At length the bride, arr^ed 
in white, as a fymbol of innocence, led by the bridefman, afeended 
the ftairs of the landing-place. There fhc received the compliments 
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of the bridegroom in his black toga, who walked upon her right 
hand to the altar, where they and all the company kneeled. I was 
often afraid the poor young creature would have funk upon the 
ground before fhe arrived at the altar ; for £he trembled with grpat 
agitation while fhe made her low curtfies from fide to fide : how- 
ever, the ceremony was no fboncr performed,, than Ihe leemed to 
recover her fpirits, and looked matrimony in the face with a deter- 
mined fmile. Indeed, in all appearance flie had nothing fear 
from her hulband, whole age and alpedl were not at all formidable : 
accordingly flic tripped back to the gondola with frefli adlivity and 
refolution, and the proceflion ended as it began. 


Though, as I have already oblerved, there was Ibmething attrac- 
tive in this aquatic parade, the black hue of the boats and the com- 
pany, prelented to a flranger, like me, the idea of a funeral, rather 
than the gaiety of a wedding. My expedlation was railed too high 
by the previous defeription of the Italians, who arc much given to 
hyperbole, who gave me to underftand that this proceflion would 
far exceed any thing I had ever lecn. When I refledl upon this rodo- 
montade, I cannot help comparing, in my memory, the paultry 
proceflion of the Venetian marriage, with a truly auguft occurrence 
of which I was an eye witnels in Sweden. A Britifli fquadron, 
confifting of twenty four fliips of the line and fix frigates, befidcs 
bomb-veflTels, fire-fliips, tenders, 6cc, lay at a little diftance from 
Dalleroen, commanded by Sir John Norris and two other inferior 
admirals. The king, queen, and all the noblefle of Sweden, were 
invited to dine on board of this fleet, and a good many Britifli 
gentlemen were dilperfed among the diflerent fliips, to entertain the 
company, becaufe few of the captains could Ipeak any other lan- 
guage than their own ; and my ftation was on board the Hampton- 
court, captain Piercy ; who, though not the mofl: polite gentleman 
in the world, was a worthy man, a gallant officer, and,’ as he told 
me, the real male heir of the Northumberland family. All the 
barges of the fleet, with their crews, in white Ihirts, ribbons, and 
black caps, lay at count Falconberg’s houfe, where every one took 
water. Their majefties. Lord Carteret, and Sir John Norris em- 
barked in Sir John’s barge, and his captain fleered the boat as 
cockfwain, while their fuite went into the other barges, according 
to their feveral degrees of quality. No fooner was the queen’s boat 
put off, than the lefl followed in a diredl line, the furface 
water being as fmooth as a piece of poliflied glafs ; and upwards of 
three hundred oars played in it, with as uniform a motion as if afl 
of them had been actuated by one piece of clock-work. JW^heh 
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their majcfties came along-fide of die admiral, nothing was to be 
feen aloft but enfigns, jacks, dreamers, and the heads of fuilors, 
wha laluted them with three chears, as the queen fet her foot upon 
the accommodation-ladder or dair-cafe, which, together with the 
gang- ways to the quarter-deck, was lined with officers or gentle- 
men volunteers finely dreded, with their fwords drawn for the pro- 
tedlion of the royal gueds. The queen had not been many mi- 
nutes upon deck, when, by her permiffion, each of the admirals 
fired a royal falute of one and twenty guns, and every other (hip 
in the fleet fired fifteen. Nothing could be more terribly grand, 
than the effedl of this compliment : for, as we lay invironed by 
huge mountains, the found of the cannon was reverberated fo long 
and fo loud as to confound and adoniffi the hearers. After dinner 
the king and queen were conduced on fhore, with the fime at- 
tendance, and accompanied by the fame tremenduous noife. But 
I afk pardon for this digreffion, and beg leave to return to Venice, 
or rather to the church of St. Stephen, in the idand called Mura- 
no, 'which was formerly the feat of trade, until the ground wliere 
Venice now dands was built upon. In this church are feveral pic- 
tures) by Mariotti ; and a Mofes receiving the tables of the law, by 
TreWfiani, which is a tolerable piece. There is in the church of St. 
Pietro Martyro, a picture of Jefus feeding the multitude with loaves 
and fifhes, on one fide, and the marriage of Cana on the other fide 
of the altar, by Litorini, which have fome degree of merit. Be- 
hind the altar is a Depodo, or Jefus taken from the crofs, by Tin- 
toretto, well performed; there are alfo, behind the altar, a few 
other paintings, faid to be done by the fame hand, though I am 
of a different opinion. The great altar is a pretty, inlaid temple, 
with a crucifix on the gate, and a dipper on the front, both in that 
odd kind of work, furrounded with datues of monks and angels. 

In this idand of Murano is a palace belonging to the noble fa- 
mily of Cornaro, which gave a queen to the lad king of Cyprus ; 
I fhould rather have faid two palaces joined by a drange fort of a 
gallery, which, by its windings and turnings, extends to above one 
thoufand of my paces. The walls on each fide are covered fb 
thick with paintings, of various fizes, that I am perfuaded the num- 
ber amounts to near feven thoufand ; for I grew weary of counting 
th^i. How amazing, to a dranger, is fuch a cpllecdion, in the 
j^^fedlon of one private man I Yet this adonifhment will increafe 
when I affure you, that there is hardly one piece in this whole af- 
femblage that I .would putchafe at the price of fixpence. One 
wouj ^ i magine they had pillaged all the bawdy -houles and little 
# ‘ ode- 
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* ofterie to furniih this palace. Neverthelefs, one ftatue of our Savi- 
our bound to the pillar, is very good, and fcveral bulls are tolerable. 

Let us now return to town, where I will entertain you with the 
Chiefa del Redentore, which belongs to the capuchins, and was 
built by the celebrated Palladio. To this church is an eafy afeent 
by ten or a dozen Heps ; two Corinthian pilafters form the gate, and 
fupport a modelion- tympanum, which is the whole breadth of the 
front. There is another modelion-tympanum, fupported by four 
compofite three quarters columns, and three Corinthian pilafters on 
each fide, no higher than thofe of the gate, fuftain two femi-tym- 
pana, which arc broke by the former. There are two ftatues in niches, 
with Corinthian pilafters arched, and five upon the top. All within 
the church are of the fame order ; the nave has a baluftraded cu- 
pola ; the great altar and a chapel on each fide of the nave, which 
form a crofs, ftand under femi-cupolas, with three quarters columns ; 
in the pannels are niches for ftatues, though they are at prelcnt 
occupied by the lybils and laints, painted upon wood, in chiaro of- 
euro. Upon the back part of the great altar is an admirable Depo- 
fto in relievo, and behind are four large columns ; the whole form- 
ing what I think a mafter-piece of archite<^.ture. In the church of 
the Sanda Virgine is the fepulchre of St. Magnus, one fide being 
of glafs, through which he appears in wax : his face is quite con- 
fumed, yet his body is richly dreflfed : above it is a cruciftit, ever 
which two angels fupport a pavilion, St. Geftnanus on one fide, and 
St. Martinus on the other, all of white marble, and very good work- 
manfhip. The pillars are corinthian, of a kind of double fluting, 
concave and convex j the concavity being of white, and the con- 
vexity of blue and white marble. Oppofite to this morceau we fee 
the Virgin upon an altar, finely drefled, with the infant Jefus in a 
great perriwig, and crowned : the pillars being of the fame work 
with thofe of the fepulchre, double-fluted, red and white. I was in / 
this church on the eighth of September, N. S. which being the Vir- 
gin’s birth-day, their whole finery was expofed, and we were en- 
tertained with a glorious concert of four and twenty performers. 
The cloyfters of St. Nicholas are adorned with I^tues, and a great 
number of lepulchres, about four or five feet from the ground, pro- 
jeding from the walls : but I faw nothing in any of them worth 
mentioning. 

In the middle of one fquare there is a very handfome wen, with' 

an arch thrown over it, in the triumphal way, adorned with fta- 
* Ofterie fignifics public houfes. 

tues. 
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tues, and diftlnguiflied by this infcription ; “ Deo uni ct trino bo- 
« norum omnium foiiti.” Which, in my opinion, is a very allow- 
able pun; for, the well thus dedicated, is a typical allegory of the 
ever-fpringing and inexhaufted goodnefs of Jieaven. The church 
is gothic, though it contains feveral noble monuments ; and, among 
the reft, one of a doge, which is very magnificent, with this 
motto, Hie revixit’anno 1O99.” In the facrifiy are three very 
curious pieces, in alto relievo, reprefenting Jefus on the crols, his 
being taken down, and Ins burial. 

On one fide of the gate of Sando Nlcbolletto, is David with 
Goliah’s head in his hand ; and, on the other, St. Cecilia, moft 
exquifitely cut in carrara marble, by John Alarchioni ; over tiiefe is 
the organ, fupported by pillars of the lame : thefe two figures were 
fo placed, I fuppofe, becaufc they reprefented two rnuficians ; and, 
that being the cafe, I think David ought to have been diftinguifhed 
by the harp, rather than by the giant’s head. Here is a virgin in the 
clouds, furrounded by angels, divinely painted by Titian, the figure 
feeming to be real flefii and blood. The Scola of San do Rocco, 
by Sarglio, is very rich ; indeed the arebitedure in tlie front is too 
rich. In the lower ball are compolitc pillars fluted, tliat fupport 
the firft floor, where there is fome excellent balib relievo carved in 
wood. Both ftories arc covered with Tintoretto's performances, 
which have fuffered greatly from the moifturc of the place. I am 
not at all pleafed with fome of this artift’s pidures which are here 
to be feeh, and am really forry to find my opinion, in this refped, 
•difi'ering from that of other people, bccaufe it looks like an afl'eda- 
tion of fingularity, which 1 would by all means avoid ; yet I mufl: 
either give up my own judgment entirely, or tax that celebrated 
painter with want of propriety in point of invention. For exam- 
ple, when the wife men came to worfiup our Saviour, did they 
wear royal Eobes of the modern fafhion ; or, were they followed at 
’h diftance by a fumptuous retinue ? When the Virgin is repre- 
fented flying into .®gypt, can any attitude be more aukward or 
mean than that of being leated on a little afs fronting the fpedator, 
and {looping with his head down to the ground ; lb that {he feems 
to be on foot, and the animal peeping from between her legs ; nay, 
a gentleman who had feen the piece, 1 believe, an hundred times, 
affirmed fhe was walking, until, at my defirc, he oblerved her more 
narrowly. The Venetians ought not to blame me for making fo 
, fHx^with their favourite, fince all true critics have, with Horace, 
allowed that Homer himfelf fometimes nodded. However, here 
is one piece by Tftitoretto, imagined with more propriety than I 
"2 U hai^ 
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have ever obferved in any other painter who has treated the ^anlc 
fubjcdl; he has reprefented the Virgin fitting in an apartment of her 
litrle cottage, homely dreffed, with Jefus on her knee, and every 
objed about her conformable to the lowncfs of her circumftances ; 
an old broken brick wall divides this room from another, in which 
appear heaps of carpenter’s tools lying in confufion. Is not this a 
more natural, nay a more affeding feene tlym that of her being 
exhibited in a palace, drefled in embroidery, and attended like a 
princefs ? And is it not furprifing, that nobody W’ith whom I 
have converfed, ever took notice of the difFerence ? 

I would afk thofe gentlemen of refined tafte, who ficken at the 
fight of the New-Church in the Strand, how they relifh that of St, 
Mofes in Venice, which in the number of ornaments as far exceeds 
the New-Church, as this lafl furpaflcs Sandto Francifeo della Vigna, 
which I have already mentioned for its beauteous fimplicity ? 
This is all I need fay of St. Mofes, which I have fent you in 
miniature. 

When Mr. Martin and Mr. Brown, two Irifli gentlemen, came 
to Venice, I went to wait upon them, according to our cuftom 
abroad ; and found them fo agreeable that we foon became ac- 
quainted. With thefe flrangers, I one day went to St. Daniel’s 
church, to fee the young Donna Conteffa Emilia Benfbn take the 
religious habit of an Auguftin nun, by the name of Maria Rofa, 
in the monaftery of that church, the fabric of which is mean and 
gothic. Upon the great altar is a picture of Daniel in the lions, 
den, with an angel pointing to the Almighty, who appears in the 
clouds, and leems to bid the prophet truft to the protection of 
God, which was fufEcient to fcrccn him from the danger of his 
fituation: Pietro di Cortona is the author of this excellent per- 
formance. 

ft 

z' 

Though I had been in a great many countries where the Roman 
catholic religion prevails, I never before had an opportunity of feeing 
a nun take, the veil. We placed ourfelves near the altar, fo as that 
we fhould have a diflinCt view of every thing that pafled, and had 
not long continued in that fituation, when the mufic, confifting of 
tv/o and twenty performers, vocal and inftrumental, began an over- 
ture 5 after which the young lady entred the gate next the mo- 
naftery, which was at the further end of the church ; ncar\ijj^ 
place was a table for prayer, covered with crimfon velvet, and fur- 
nifhed with a cuftiion of the fame, upon which^fhe kneeled for a 
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%*ery Jittle time; then, while an anthem was performing, jQie 
walked flowly up to the great altar, preceded by three piicfts, two 
old nuns being on each lidc, in a particular drefs calculated for the 
purpofe, and followed by fcveral pcrlbns belonging to the church, 
one of whom carried the facred habit. She kneeled a little while 
at the altar, and after having been alked by the prieft, if flic came 
thither with a voluntary intention and deflre of being wedded to 
Jefus Chrift, flic removed to a place of prayer, covered with crim- 
fon velvet flowered with gold, that flood upon the left flde of the 
altar, being flill accompanied by the four oki nuns. She was 
drefled with the utmoft gaiety, in a white tabby, of a particular 
make, with an infinity of jewels in her hair, about her neck, and 
upon her bread. When flie fird entered the church 1 felt fome 
uneafinefs, but, during the flow, folemn proceflion to the altar, I 
was feized with a melancholy compaffion, and fj'mpathetic fbrrow. 
She was young and handlbme, wdth an appearance of fweetnefs and 
innocence much more agreeable than real beauty, and W’alked with 
fuch compofure and refignation, that, had fhe been really a viblim 
deftined for the daughter, I doubt if 1 fliould have felt more tender- 
nefs and pity for the poor deluded creature, more affetdion for her 
unhappy fate, or more inveteracy againd the authors of fuch a 
damnable inditution. Priedcraft was certainly the Origo niali, but 
the parents are Socii criminis ; for their curled pride will not permit 
their daughters to marry with merchants, however rich, and feldom 
with drangers, even though noble ; and, that the grandeur of the 
family may be the better maintained, the younger fons are not 
allowed to marry, except when there is no probability that the elded 
will have children ; but they indulge their lewd paflions by becoming 
prieds, cicifbei, and pimps, while the poor girls are defrauded of 
their liberty, and thofe innocent joys for which they are fo well 
adapted by nature. 

# 

The ceremony was hatefully tedious, but, at length, the dear 
little vidlim came to the altar, accompanied by the four hags, 
refembling the witches in Macbeth, with white handkerchiefs upon 
their heads, which were thrud through holes in pieces of black 
duflT, which hung down upon the bread and back, and under 
which they wore gowns of cream-coloured crape ; there kneeling 
fhe received the facrament ; after which they pinned a crown of 
thorns upon her head, put a crucifix (which fhe kifled) in her right 
, ifand, and in her left, a large, lighted, wax taper, both being 
adorned with red, whitei and y^iegated rofes, in allufion to the 
name fhe. had afl^med : then eh ihthem was'performed, labile fhe 

walked 
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walked with tlie fame folemnity to the gate of the monaftery (her habit 
being carried behind her) attended by a great number of gentlemen 
and ladies, I myfelf making part of the retinue : there flie flood 
fome time knocking, until, the gate being opened, flie was received 
by the lady abbefs. Upon her admittance the grated door was 
fliut ; and flie, amidft a proceflion of nuns, walked through the 
gallery into the hall of the convent, which is divided from the body 
of the church by gilded grates, and was, at that time, fluck round 
with roles. The lady abbtfs was feated in her abbatical chair of 
ftate, her crolier being held by a nun who flood upon her right 
hand. Before this reverend female the miftaken votary fat kneeling, 
while the officious hands of all prefent were employed in flripping 
her of all her gaudy ornaments, and putting on the confecrated 
habit. I was furprilcd at the tranquillity that appeared in her 
countenance, which was not at all altered, when Ihe rofe to let her 
embroidered petticoat drop off, though I believe fhe never had fuch 
an affembly at her toilette before ; and Ihe fmiled, with feeming 
plcafure, when above her veil Ihe was again crowned with thorns. 
By the bye, 1 think her name was well cholen, as “ Nulla rola line 
“ Ipina eft:’* and I wifli this motto may not be emblematical of 
Jicr future days. The prieft exhorted her in a brief dilcourle, after 
which we went away, leaving the poor young enthuliaft to repent 
at leifurc. For a year and a day her fate is not irretrievable j but, 
during that term of probation, they are lb affiduoully carefled, that 
very few, if any of them, are known to retract. 

After dinner we were introduced into the houfe of Signor Val- 
erefle, whofe daughter was to be married to Signor Berlendici. Both 
being of the lirft families in Venice, a prodigious number of the 
noblelle walked minuets for a conliderable time, then a dancing- 
mafter performed three high dances with the bride (which, it feems, 
isa cuftom in this place) and the company made their exit; .though 
I really cannot make mine without telling you, that they took no 
more notice of us than if we had been lb many tinkers ; and, in- 
deed, I never faw fuch impolite confulion at any country wedding 
in Britain: in a word, they paid no regard to one another in 
dancing, except to the teacher hiqilelf ; though I mull do them 
the juftice to acknowledge, that the men in general danced well, 
the ladies indifferently ; but we muft except one Signora Morolini, 
who, in this qualification, Ihone with extraordinary merit. 

Mr. Guyon, a Swedilh conllil, and Mr. Jamineau, were lb kind 
as. to invite me to their houle at Padua, where 1 (laid fome days 

'with 
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with great fatisfa<Stion. Mrs, Guyon exactly refembles Mrs. G — , 
in perfbn, manners, and converfation ; fo that 1 need not tell you 
how much pleafure I enjoyed in her company. We went over to 
Fulina, and, when we were at a little diftance from the town, lay 
upon our oars to take a view of it; which was exticinely pleafant, 
as you may judge from this reprefentation in the print. 

• In my way to Padua, along the Brinta, I viewed the palaces of 
Tron, Capello, Fofearini, Juftiniano, which was Inn it by Palladio, 
and that of Grimani, the late Doge, which was reared it the ex- 
pence of the brothers of that family ; and in rcmembranv.e of this 
union, the words “Concordia fratrum,’* are Over one of the gates. 
Though they are all noble edifices, they are far exceeded by that 
of Pifani, the body of which and two wings make one front, in 
a right line, with courts behind. All the pillars and pilafters are 
of the ionic order ; every particular part is beautiful, though the 
gate is a great deal too fmall; the hall, when finifhed, will be nine- 
ty feet by forty five, and five and forty feet high, forming two cubes, 
and will be one of the grandeft rooms in any private houle in Ita- 
ly. Behind is a fine parterre, extending the whole breadth of the 
garden, and executed in a better talle than any other I have feen 
in this country ; but they are infinitely inferior, in point of beauty, 
to thofe of Great Britain. It is adorned with an amphitheatre, 
belvidere, and ftatues ; and at the farther end is a green- houfe en 
palais. One gate of the garden is very grand ; four pillars fupport 
a kind of portico, and to the balcony or platform above, you have 
accefs by two large columns, crowned with fiatues, round which 
are winding-fiairs with iron rails. 

As I had not feen the curiofities of Padua in my way to Venice, 
this jaunt afforded me double pleafure; and I fhall entertain you 
with the tnoft remarkable things I faw, beginning with the church 

•of the tutelary faint Antonio. In the fquare before it is an eque- 
flrian flatue of Gamitela, one of their generals, fuch a wretched 
piece that I will not trouble you with the enumeration of its faults. 
The church is a noble gothic building, though ibme of the cha- 
pels are adorned in the modem tafie. The miracles of St. Anto- 
nio, in alto relievo, round his fhrine, were done by Campania, 
Sanfbnius, and Tullus Lombardius : the authors of any admirable 
i^orkmanfhip, whether in finilptore or painting, ought to be known 
to all thole who have talle enough to admire their productions. A 
vaft number of large filver lamps hang round this fhrine, and lb 
maniyjeople pr& in tomb that beads, eveiy time the church-door 
j X IS 



78 LETTER III. Padua, 

is opened, that I could not, for ibme time, approach it. Over the 
front of the chapel are thefe words : 

Divo Antonio confeflbri facrum. 

R. P. PA P. O. 

p 

An infcription under his pi<fture, at the entry of the choir, which 
was too long for me to tranlcribe, gives us to underftand that he 
lived fix and thirty years, died in 1231, was canonized by pope 
Gregory IX; and the words “Anno a Chrifti natalibus 1532,*' on 
the infide of the chapel, Ihew that he was then inflirined where 
he now lies. The church has (even cupolas, five in the length of 
the nave, and three form the mort-crofs; that over the choir being 
windowed round. In the farther fide of the choir, between two 
pillars fupporting an arch, Hands a large crucifix ; behind which 
appears a pretty chapel, dedicated to the faint, where he fits, neatly 
cut, amidfi a great number of angels, playing upon different inftru- 
ments of mufic ; and in a cloyfter adjoining to the church, he is 
reprefented in a pi<fi:ure fitting by the fea-fide, and praying to the 
fifhes, who liften with great attention. But the piece is poorly 
done: had people of underftanding looked upon this legend as 
truth, it would have, doubtlefs, employed the hands of the beft 
mafiers. 

Were I remarkably endowed with the talent of communicating 
my ideas, I fliould give you an accurate defeription of Sandla Gi- 
uftina*s church, as father Carminati, a noble Venetian, who is a 
monk of that convent, was lb obliging as to inform me of every 
particular. It is about three hundred and leventy feet in length, 
the crols extending two hundred and fifty feet : on each fide of the 
great nave are beautiful chapels, feparated by cluftcred columns, 
vaulted, which, from wall to wall, ftretch about a hurfdred and 
eighty feet : they are of the ionic order, and make a noble appear- 
ance, as the church is finely lighted. The altars too are rich and 
elegant; and here is an infinite number of relics depofited in a kind 
of well, built round with marble, and furnilhed, above, with a 
brals grate, through which we peep to fee them. But, in the fa- 
crifty, they have a great number that are reckoned very valuable, 
and expofed upon folemn occafions. Among thefe are the wood of 
the holy crofs; the hair of the blelTed Vir^; the arm of St. Ben^ 
didl ; the chin and a rib of St. Giuftina; the Ikulls of St. Luke the 
evangelifi, St. Profdocimo, See, In the chapel of the virgin Mary, 
which is very famous, her pidure Hands over the altar, which wifely 

^ rith- 
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withdrew itfelf from a great many others that were doomed to tll^ 
flames at Conftantinople ; for fome time it floated on the fea, and 
then leaped into the bofom of a pious lady. A fituation which I 
myfelf fhould, perhaps, have chofen, after fucli a dilagrccable cold 
bath. Here likewife is interred the body of St. Profdocimo, who 
was the firft bifhop, and is the protedtor, of Padua ; togetlier with 
the ftone on which he ufed to celebrate mafs, diftinguilhed by this 
infeription : 


Hac fuper inflgni petra Profdocimus olim 
Obtulit, O quoties ! Munera facra Deo. 

We were fliewn a fubterranean place where the bodies of the 
martyrs were found, particularly that of St. Daniel, who died in 
the year 168, and was found in 1064. Around the choir is the 
hiftory of the New teftament, admirably cut in wood ; and in one 
of the cloyflers I faw a beautiful library, furniflied with well chofen 
books, all the old mufty volumes being confined to a feparate apart- 
ment. 

The church of Sts. Simon and Jude, belonging to the Jefuits, is 
a Iquare, the angles of which are cut off ; within the building it 
is crufted with coloured marble, adorned with gilt pilafiers of the 
compofite order : in the four corners are eight ftatues ; below St. 
John the Baptift we read, “Non fum ego Chriftus;” under St. 
Andrew, “ O bona crux !** under St. John the Evangelift, “ In 
“ Omni patientia and beneath St. Matthew, “ In prodigiis multis.” 
The others have no inlcriptions, and indeed they are better with- 
out, unlefs they could have been deviled with more tafle and inge- 
nuity. Here arc two pretty chapels ; the great altar is a temple of 
the Corinthian order, gilt; the choir appears behind ; the facrifty 
is elegant ; and in a cell is a glazed fepulchre of Jefus, diflinguilhed 
‘ by thefe words, “ Propter fcelera noftra feveral wax figures are 
reprefented as weeping around his body. 

The church of Madonna piante, or the weeping lady, is round ; 
in the center is the great altar, which is a magnificent temple, fur- 
rounded with eight corinthian columns, fupporting a cupola. Be- 
hind is a Madonna, fitting in deep mourning or weeds, and Jefus 
• lies dead upon her knees. In the facrifty of the church of the Pa- 
dri Romitani, there is a pi^ure of John the Baptift in the wilder- 
nefs, by Gui^rini, which is a very good performance. In one of 
' the 
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the cloyftcrs of the convent, Mr. Wauchop of Niddrie lies buried, 
and upon his tomb is this inlcription : 

D. O. M. 

Andrea Wauchopus de Niddrie, 

Wauchopiorum in Scotia gentis inclytae princeps. 

Eximiis naturae dotibus fumma diligcntia feliciter excultis, 
Mira morum fuavitate 
Omnibus carus. 

Cum jam ab ipfo pneclara quseque fperarentur. 

Prematura morte abreptus 
Maximum fui defiderium reliquit. 

Ob. Venet. an. 1726, 29 Jan. ^tatis fuse 20. 

But, in reality, he was murdered at Padua. The ftudents, who 
have the privilege of carrying fire-arms concealed, are extremely 
infolent and riotous, and had ufed fome of the citizens in a very 
barbarous manner. Thefe laft relented the outrage by fhooting fc- 
veral liudents, and among the reft Mr. Wauchop, though I am 
well alTured he had no lhare in the riot. 

Hard by the convent is the palace of Folcari, which hath a Ro- 
man amphitheatre for its court. It is an exad oval, of three hun- 
dred and thirty by a hundred and eighty feet ; the foundation of 
the old wall, with the gates, is intire, in Ibme places, three, five, 
feven, and ten feet high ; and that it might not run altogether to 
ruin, the proprietor has built upon it a very high brick wall. 

In the Cafo di Dio they pretend to fliew the ftirrup-irons and 
Ipurs of Antenor, which, I will venture to affirm, are not five hun- 
dred years old. It is really furprifing to fee with what luccefs they 
trump up fuch abfurd fables, that are in dired contradidibn to the 
truth of hiftory and common fenle. Upon the outfide of the wall 
of St. Lorenzo is the tomb of this hero ; his pretended afhes being 
found, were here depofited, with this inlcription, in old charac- 
ters, which, with great difficulty, I read. 

Inclytus Antenor, patrias vox nila quietem, 

Tranfiulit hue Henetum, Dardanldumque fugas : 

Expulit Euganeos, Patavinam condidit urbem. 

Quern tenet hie tumuli marmore aefa domus. 


I here 
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I here prcfent you with a fketch of the monument, which I drew 
for its oddity, and not on account of its beauty. That Antcnor 
landed here, expelled the Euganeans, whole capital was about le- 
ven miles from hence, and built Padua, there is no reafon to doubtj 
becaule thcle circumftanccs are confirmed by their beft authorities : 
but when his afiies were found they muft have been recognized by 
ilbme inlcription, otherwile how were they known ? Had fuch an in- • 
icription been prelerved upon the cenotaph, the whole would have 
been a valuable piece of antiquity; but, as it is deftitute of thefe 
marks, the authenticity or identity of the alhes is very juftly qucf- 
tioned by the learned. Notwithftanding this doubt, had he been 
a faint, infiead of a pagan, his tomb would have fignalized itlelf, 
by this time, in abundance of miracles, and been crowded with 
devotees accordingly. 

Over a door at the farther end of the great hall, where the courts 
of jufiice are held, and which is about three hundred feet long, and 
ninety feet broad, is a bufi of Livy, or rather a kit*cat fize of him ; 
for the cheek refts on the fore- finger of the left hand. Under- 
neath is an infcription, barbaroully cut .in this manner: 

055A T. MNIJ TATJ^Nl VmV3 OIVM HORTAlJilVM IVDICO 

DIfiJiT &1VS PROPelN^GO SLAHO IN^SI PJELErLS GC.^ 
6TAE; ONSSIBXREnVA,. 

Ofla T. Livii Patavini unius omnium mbrtalium judicio digni 
“ cujus propc invidio calamo invi^i. P. R. res geftae conlcribe- 

rentur.”*. — ^In a private garden is a good Hercules Beftiarius, of 
one fione, fifteen feet high. 

muft not forget to mention a little chapel, of father preferice- 
chamber, near St. Giuftina,. where, on holidays, our Lady appears 
in grand gala, and permits her garinents to be touched by the ro- 
iaries'of good people who, purchafe this favour with money : for, 
though Queen of.h^veni ftae does not difdahi to hold out her hand 
and receive a ^i{thing^.ftom..^e mcaneft of her votaries on earth. 
She is attended Ay ;the pzicii^Q.vho is h» grand treafurer and chief 
lecint^ryiii fier oar the value of each prefent } 

in to jho 

<^ 1 ;^. >i| this mummery, whiebri 

a idi%ee0it0 

V;. MiSfc 
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Mrs. Guyon was fo polite as to poftpone the invitation of Abbot 
Zabora of Sando Daniele in Monte, one of the bell and mod 
chearful men I ever knew, until I could make one of the party. 
Accordingly we repaired to that charming place, this (ketch of which 
1 took from the foot of Monte Ortone. It (lands about feven miles 
from Padua, on the peak of an ca(y fwelling hill, covered with a 
Ene coppice of wood, through which there is a winding walk up 
to the top. The chapel is fmatl, but very neat; over the gate are 
thefe words : Bene fundata e(l domus Domini fupra vertices mon- 

tium.** An infcription which, I am fure, was not invented by 
the Abbot Zabora, but rather by fome dull monk, of a gothic tafte 
and difpoEtion. The apartments are commodious, and in excel- 
lent order : from two (ides of the hill the eye is faluted with an 
extended plain, that prefents a very rich profped, with gardens and 
houfes interfperfed ; and from the other two Edes of the fquare, 
you view a mod delightful landfchape of hill and dale, 

Thefe hills, Venda, Taurelia, and the others, were formerly call- 
ed Colles Euganei ; at the foot of that where the abbey dands, the 
Urbs Euganeorum was really dtuaied, and to u(e the very words o£ 
the good Abbot, Ibidem Geryonis templum a Graecis conditum 
“ fuit.” They were afterwards didinguimed by the name of Mon- 
tes Nobiles, becaufe they were inhabited by people of condition 
only : a plain proof that an Highland (ituation hath always been 
preferred to all others, by people of the bed tade and underdand- 
ing« One of thefe hills, called Monte Ro(lb, is incommoded with 
a number of vipers, though it alfo bears an herb which is an in- 
fallible remedy for the bite of that creature ; but, they tell us, it 
cannot be tranlplanted, or propagated in any other place. On the 
fummit of another is a convent of Fadri della Roua ; they Me about 
twenty in number, and live upon bread, herbs, and watei^ 
they receive by a wheel ; whence they derive their appellation of. 
della Roua. They (peak to each other every Thurfday, and the 
twenty ninth of Augud, the day on which St. John was beheaded, 
they converle with any perfon who goes to (ee them; but at all 
other times they Will not open their mouths. They are generally 
perfons of a gloomy dilpoEtion, who have met with dilappointments 
or misd>rtunes which they could not bear without betraying the 
mod violent emotions of reieotment and de^dir t confeious of their 
own inErmides, and apprehenEve of the ’^nl^uences which are 
tool often produced Eom Eich over-heated imaginations, they have 
deierted the world, which they deted^ endeavour to conquer 
their padlons by abdinence apd mortification, in this retreat. And, 

Eirely, 
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furely, it is better to take this refolution, than to murther themfelves 
and their families, becaufe they cannot fupport them to their wilh^ 
which is too often the cale in our native ifland. 

On our return from to jaunt we law Sanda Maria del Monte 
^ Ortone, where there are fome hot fprings, and the extraordinary 
Bagni d’Abbano, the water of which is hot enough to boil an egg 
in two minutes; and the Ipririg flows in fuch abundance as to turn 
a large mill, which, by the bye, is the only mill I ever faw moved 
by boiling-water. The fediment about the pits where the fprings 
bubble up, petrifies ; all the rock thereabouts looks like an half- 
burnt limeftone ; the fleam of the water fmells like the fnioke of a 
lime-kiln ; the water, being thrown upon the rock, leaves a flrong 
jfalt, after the aqueous particles are exhaled ; and the clay over which 
it runs is, according to my information^ ufed in fores and aches 
with great fuccefs; 

I have litrie or nothing further to fay of Padua, or the adjacent 
country, but only to obfcrve, the inhabitants have been fo exceffive- 
ly religious, that the city alone contains one hundred and fixteen 
'churches; twenty five monafleries, twenty three nunneries, and 
fixteen hofpitals ; and befides thefe there are five hundred and five 
churches, fevcnty monafleries and nunneries, and twenty feven hof- 
pitals, in the fmall extent of its territory, 

» 

While I was in this place, a very unhappy incident fell out in the 
Aniily of an old gentleman who was married to a young lady of 
exquifite beauty : the hufband and wife being perfons of diflinc- 
tion : He Was of a jealous dii^fition, and forbad her the com- 
pany of a particular gentleman, either in private or public : She 
'^ri^.A^ltarftilly promifed to avoid his company in private, but in- 
^ / treatedf him to recal the other part Of his command, as the gentle- 
man was their relation, with whom they had hitherto lived in the 
intimacy of Iriendfhip: fueh st flrdden interruption in their corre- 
jj^KHidenCe, fhe faid, would give malice an handle to make free witH 
her reputation, though fhe piof^ed before heaven, Aat her virtue 
Was un^tted. This prudent remohflrance had no effed upon the 
ihflexibie htifband, who infifled upoii her implicit obedience ; and 
her indignation bdiffi kindled by His unjufliffable rigour, flit told 
him that his ohfcr mould be complied with,, but, at the fame time^ 
gave liini to imderftand, that it Was the lafl mflance in which fhe 
Would conform herfclf to his will: accordingly fhe retired to her 
Camber; from whence flie refufed to flir^ and there continued for 
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fome weeks, notwithftandingthc repeated folicitations of her friends ; 
till one day, while her maid went down flairs to bring up fome 
fuel, this fpirited young lady Iprung out of the window ; and, 
though flie was taken up alive, died in three or four hours after the 
fall. 

I, for fome time, conlidcred this country as the land of that 
peace-deflroying jcaloufy which poifons all enjoyment, and fills the 
foul with horror and defpair ; but I was really miflaken : the Itali- 
ans are indeed very cautious in allowing liberties to their daughters, 
becaufe they fuppofe there is a little gunpowder in their conflitution ; 
but, whenever a woman is married, flie is freed from all reflraint, 
and indeed leems to have received an indulgence to become a liber- 
tine for life. The hufoand enjoys the fame privilege, and no fuch 
thing as jealoufy is ever feen, except between the cicifbeo and his 
amorofa, that is, the gallant and his miflrefs ; fo that the world was 
the more furpriled at this unhappy accident. 

From Padua we repaired to Maeflre, rather than return to Fufina, 
which I had already feen, though this laft is the nearer road ; but, 
as my curiofity was interefled, Mr. Jamineau was fo good as to 
indulge me with his company, in fpite of the weather, which was 
very rainy and difagreeable : and indeed the place, which is an 
ordinary fea-port town, did not make amends for the trouble 
of going out of the road to fee it ; yet, in going from thence, we 
had a mofl beautiful prolpedl of Venice, of which you have here 
the print. 

Though I flayed in this city longer than I could have wiflied, I 
was extremely well entertained with the fight of a regatta, which 
is a fort of rowing match, with boats of different kinds,'^^t..per 7 ' 
formed in any other part of the world, and very foldom Kerens 
on account, I fuppofe, of the vafl expcnce to which it fubjeds 
the young nobleffe. This diverfion feems to have taken its rife 
from a cuflom introduced by the doge Pietro Landi, in the year 
1539; the flates were always under the ncceflity of having a great 
many gallics at fea; and they were often in want of rowers : to 
remedy this inconvenience, the fenate ordered four hundred of the 
lower, but robu,fl citizens to be enrolled ; thefe were obliged, four 
times a year, to man a number of gallics,, and were taught to manage 
their oars in a particular manner, which was called regattere ; a 
certain allowance being annually paid to them for this fervice, they 
became expert in rowing, valued themfolves upon their fkill and 

dexterity, 
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dexterity, pradifed often, and the Rate never wanted a proper fup- 
ply of hands for their navy, this proving an admirable nurfery for 
thofe times. It was my good fortune to fee four of thefe regatte, 
the firft confifting of nine fkilFs, with one man and one oar in 
each ; the fecond, of eight IkilFs, manned in the fame manner ; 
the third, of nine gondolas, with two men and two oars in each ; 
and the fourth like the third. There is no dilference between the 
gondola and what I call the IkilF, but the fize ; fo that, as I have 
already delcribed the one, I (hall fay nothing about the other, but 
only obferve of both, that thofe prepared for this diverfion, have no 
couch a midfhips, but are all fnug; particular dimenlions are 
afligned for each, and followed with the moft fcrupulous exa^lnefs ; 
which dimenfions, before they ftart, are; examined as nicely as the 
weight of outriders at New*market. The ftem, flern, and wafte, 
are bound as it were together, by a double rope twifted, and the 
fides are furnilhed with crofsbeams, as you may fee in this drawing. 

I went with mefUeurs Guyon and Jamineau, in their gondola, 
to the Motta del Sando Antonio, where I faw the firft, meafured, 
draw lots for their places, and ftart. A rope was ftretched acrofs 
that end of the canal Grande, to which, at proper diftances, nine 
fjiiall cords (each about ten feet long) were made fall : the rowers, 
who ftand in the ftern, were ranged along it, each having the end 
of the fmall cord under his foot, which he flips upon the firing of 
a piftol, and gives the firft ftroke. They were very foon out of 
* our fight, though we followed as fall as we could, and reached the 
turning-poft time enough to fee it turned by the rowers of the 
fecond race, for there was an interval of an hour between the be- 
ginning of every regatta. The turning they performed with in- 
conceivable dexterity, for they have no rudders, or any tiling to 
keep ther^ in their courfe, but the expert management of their oars; 
•iiiey turned as clofe, and loft as little way, as any race-horfe I 
^'cver faw. Then we went, upon Sir William Stuart’s obliging invi- 
tation, to a window hard by the Palazzo Fofeari, where a trium- 
phal arch was erected, and the flags of vidory delivered to the 
conquerors ; they are marked with gilt letters, firft, fecond, third 
and fourth, on which laft, is alfo painted a pig ; and, over and 
above the money, thofe rowen who obtain the fourth prize of every 
regatta, receive likewife a live pig ; whence the name of PtH'cello 
generally flicks to them ever after. The courfe from San<^o Anto- 
nio, to la Croce, and back to the Palazzo Fofeari, is about five 
Englifh miles; ^d this, I am told, the Angle oars rowed in about 
fifty minutes, and the laft of the two oars performed it in forty five 
minutesi by my watch fo that their velocity is almoft incredible : 

Z I 
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1 reckoned from the beginning of the fourth hour, after the ErA 
Aarted. 

I am far from pretending to be a good painter ; but, of all the 
feenes 1 have attempted to draw, this is the moA lingular, and 
therefore difficult to delcribe. The canal Grande, including the 
windings, extends to about Eve miles in length : the houfes, on 
each lidc, are almoA all palaces, every ftory or floor is furnilhed 
with a balcony ; all thefe, together with the windows, were hung 
with tapeftry or velvet, and fo crowded with people, that every 
other part in the city was left, in a manner, quite defolate ; whole 
nations leemed to have been aflembled within thele narrow limits : 
for, as Mr. Addifdn fays of the Roman amphitheatre, in his letter 
to lord Halifax, 

“ That on it’s public fhews unpeopled Rome, 

“ And held uncrouded nations in its womb.** 

So here earth and lea leemed to vie with each other, in exhibit- 
ing the moA numerous, and the moA beautiful appearance. 1 own, 
a great many people differed from me in opinion, and gave it in 
favour of the watry element, on account of the glaring figure 
made by the barges belonging to the gay, young noblemen : they 
were covered from Aem to Aern with lilks of different colours, 
laced with gold or lilver, or both ; the liveries of their boatmen 
were of the lame fluff, and thefe coverings being fcoloped, fringed 
and tofleled, hung over the lides. A few gondolas were rowed by 
four, fome by fix, but the greatefl number by eight oars, which 
were gilt or filvered ; on the Aems and Aerns were erected large 
plumes, painted like the liveries, which were of fuch colours as 
were moA agreeable to the refpe^live miArefles of the yoUMgentle- 
men ; while others had nothing but tinfel made up in theK3to..4t . 
plumes, which had a very pretty dazling effed, when the fun Ihone" * 
upon them. One boat of eight oars decked in this manner, with 
liveries of green and gold interwoven, charmed the eyes of every 
body, and mine among the reA ; but 1 never could obtain afecond 
fight of it. Upon inquiry, 1 found it belonged to Signor Morofini, 
who changes his whole equipage every regatta ; a very linipie piece 
of extravagance, as all thele fineries are the perquifite of the boat- 
rnen for the labour of the day ; and 1 am well affured, that the 
foppery of this occalion will coA thofe youngflers from five hundred 
to two thouland zequins ; that is, from about two hundred and fifty 
pounds to one thoufand pounds. The young fellows lie in the botys 
of the barges, being provided with crols- bows, and gilt balkets fuU 

of 
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of earthen balls, which they fhoot at thofe who continuing too long 
in the open paflage, may hinder or obftrudl the prize-rowers. 
Thcfe balls were formerly of lead, and did abundance of mifchief, 
fo that they Were forbid j but even thofe of clay, which are now in 
ufe, will knock a rower down. 

Notwithft^nding all this pomp of pageantry, I preferred the land 
Ihew, which comprehended all the beauties of the fair-fex ; which 
doubtlefs, by every man of fenfibility and tafte, ought to be prized 
above all the gaudy trappings of vain pride and oftentation. Ac- 
cording to the beft information I could obtain, there were about 
twenty thoufand barges or yauls of different kinds upon the water, 
a great number of which were moft magnificently adorned, and 
delighted me fe much, that I could not help taking Hying (ketches of 
them, which I wi(h you may like. 

When you read my firft letter from Leghorn, I take it for granted 
you laid down a refelution to bear, herculeo animo, whatever pcrfe- 
cution of the fame kind you (hould afterwards undergo ; I will not, 
however, make myfelf too familiar with your patience, but, at 
prefent, only obfcrve, that I am juft going to embark on the voyage 
which I mentioned in my laft ; the firft part of it, to Salonica, 
wears the looks of lafety, becaufe I tlmll be in a fine veflel of twenty 
four guns, well manned : but I do not much relifh the voyage to 
iEgypt ; for, though I am not very apt to be difmayed with vain 
apprehenfions, the thoughts of venturing on board of a (lender Vene- 
tian bark, and being kidnapped by a Barbary Corlair, are not ex- 
tremely comfortable. Be that as it may, the pirates may deprive 
me of my liberty, but they (hall never rob me of that affedtion and 
re^d with which 1 am proud of fubferibing myfelf, 

*» your Brother and Friend. 

» 744 * ' 
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SIR, 

W HEN I wrote my laft letter of the fecond of Odlober, 
from Venice, I expedited to embark in a Venetian veflel of 
twenty-four guns, diredtly for Theflalonica ; but, for politic reafons 
which were extremely weak, with fubmiffion to that wile republic, 

I was not permitted to execute that Icheme. Thus dilappointed, I 
had recourle to the advices of my friends and acquaintance, which 
were extremely various ; though the moll eligible feemed to be that 
which counlelled me to proceed from Venice to Zacynthus, thence 
to Patras, acrofs the Sinus Corinthiacus to Crilla,> at the head of the 
Sinus Criflieus, through Achaia, by the foot of Moimt Parnafllis to 
Thermopylse ; and, from thence, through Theflalia and Macedo- 
nia to rhelTalonica* It is indeed lurpriiing that people Ihould be 
fo extremely ignorant of the routes to thele dilFerent countries whh 
which their moll confiderable traffic is carried on, I was con- 
founded and perplexed by the variety of opinions in thole I con- 
fulted, and, after having wavered fome time, at laft I took my 
paftage in a Ihip of Amfterdam, called the Snelle Vos, bound to 
Zacynthus, now Zante, under the command of Cornclis Cornelitz. 

Before I left Venice, the malquing was begun, and the play-houfes 
were opened, though from neither did 1 reap much entertainment. 
You know my lentiments of Italian plays, from Ibme obferv^^ns in 
my former letters ; fo that I have nothing to add upon this luBjtfA/J 
but, that in all their comedies which I have Icen, four pcrlbns are 
continually introduced, under the names of Pantalone, Trufaldino, 
Dottore and Brigela, whom Mr. Addilbn diftinguilhes by the appel- 
lation of Covielo. The firft is an old Hunks, who has a niece or a 
daughter to dilpole of ; the lecond is a harlequin, an arch but blun- 
dering wag ; the dodor is a pedant or dupe, and Brigela is a fel- 
low of intrigue, alias a pimp. Thele are always in malks, which, 

I think, have a very bad effect ; for one may laugh at a queer phili- 
ognomy, without underftanding a word of what proceeds from his 
mouth : and indeed, not only in thefe ludicrous feehes, but alfo in 
the moft important fttuations of the drama, the audience is as 
4 much 
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much entertained by the eyes and features, as by the tongue of the . 
performer ; and I had as lief hear him fpeak from behind a wall, as 
fee him a£t under the monftrous difgiiife of a mafk which defeats 
the very intention of dramatic poetry. Accordiiv^- to the moft 
general definition, a play is an imitation ofadual ii/e, ai d cenfured 
or applauded ’in proportion to its receding from or approaching to 
nature and probability: for, though poets and painters are allowed to 
heighten, they ought not to alter or pervert the lineaments of human 
life. What, therefore, can be more repugnant to this unalterable 
rule, than, in the reprefentation of an initrefting performance, to 
cover thofe features by which the moft pathetic emotions of the foul 
are exprefl'ed ? But I will not detain you with hackneyed reflexions 
uponafubjeX that will no longer admit of difrute: all the iinder- 
ftanding part of the world is now convinced that the eyes are the 
fpecula of the foul ; thatj in high-wrought feenes, the agitations in 
the countenance of the aXor, conftitute the moft tranfporting part 
of the entertainment, of which the ancients would never have 
deprived themfclves, had not they been fwayed by a very powerful 
conlideration ; their theatres were fo very extenfive, and the greateft 
part of the audience at fuch a diftance from the Profeenium, that, 
far from feeing the minute expreffion, they could not even diftinguifli 
the features of the human countenance, nor could they hear the 
inodulations of the natural voice ; to remedy thefe defeXs, they 
contrived the perfona or mask, which, like an helmet, covered the 
whole head : it was modelled fo as to reprefent fome general pafTion 
at a certain diftance, and furniihed before with a concavity of 
brafs, which, by reverberation, augmented the found as it iffued 
from the aXor’s mouth, fo as to render it audible and diftinXto die 
whole alTembly. 

The play-houfes in Venice are very fpacious, furnifhed with five 
tire of boxes over one another, each tire or ftory confifting of thirty 
„ninp tv thefe lodges are fo narrow that only two perfons can fit in 
frbht ; but they are very deep, divided from top to bottom by clofe 
partitions, and the doors are bolted within fide ; fo that, if the gen- 
tleman and lady are di^ofed to retire backwards into the profundity 
or dark recefs of this convenient cabinet, they may entertain them- 
ielves tXe a t^te, without any danger of being obferved even by the 
moft curious eye, or of being interrupted by the intrufion of art 
impertinent box-keeper : when they are tired of this dalliance they 
advance again to the front, where their laughter i^ excited, and 
their appetite revived by obfccne jefts from the ftage. The cheap- 
neftof this entertainment invites all ranks to the play^houfe, for 

A a which 
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^ which the nobility are the undertakers ; they receive the produce of 
the houfe, pay the falaries of the a^lors, and defray all the other 
expence of the theatre. The pit is an open area, into which 
people are admitted for ten foldi, amounting to about two pence 
halfpenny of our money ; and if any perfon chufes to fit, he pays 
tenfddi more for a chair. A whole box is hired for half a crown, 
and fometimes, in order to fave money, three .nymphs, with their 
gallants, arc contented with one apartment. 

« 

The malking habits of the gentlemen and ladies are the fame : 
each fex generally wear their ordinary cloaths, the ladies having a 
black filk tabarro or cloak, and the men being wrapped in one of 
black or the white one, which is their common wear ; a banta, 
which is a filk hood, like that of a capuchin which comes round 
the chin, with a gauze ikirt hanging down from it to the middle : 
a white wax cloth malk, and a laced hat, are common to both 
fexes. Thus, as there is little or no variety, each individual is 
known by all his or her acquaintances ; but tlic Indies have the pri- 
vilege of going where and with l^om they pleafe, without being 
difiurbed, unlefi they are diforderly : neverthelcfs, many of them 
arc watched with great vigilance. This they call their time of 
liberty, which hath been the curfe and ruin of many of our 
young gentlemen of fortune. I have leen enough to confirm mfc 
in that opinion. 

When I mentioned the church of St. John and St. Paul, I for- 
got to tell you a merry ftory of a pious monk, who was one day 
attacked by an highwayman, or rather a footpad. The thief fwore 
he would put him to death j but being a man of honour, like a 
great many of that laudable fraternity, he defired him to draw his 
crucifix againfi the piftol, and fight him fairly. The other told 
him, with great deliberation, that was not the ufe for which the 
crucifix was defigned ; but, that it was in the power of St'.^Jghn to ., 
prevent the fatal efire<Ss of his piftol. The robber fwore he wSUid * 
try, and immediately dilcharged his piece at the bread of the monk $ 
when, to his no fmall fuprize, indead of a leaden bullet, he law a 
crucifix iflfue from his pidol, and fall at the feet of the holy man, 
where the afiaffin immediately podrated himlelf, depofiting his 
pidol, and begging forgivcnels of the offended party, as well as 
his intcrceflion with the faint : for, as I have formerly obferved, they 
fcldom trouble their heads about God Almighty or his Son Jefus 
Chrid ; but confider the Lady Virgin and the faints as fo many 
prime miniders, who, of themfelves, take upon them to difpenfe 
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the favours of their fovereigns. The image of this monk, with the 
piftol and crucifix in his hands, confHtutes the front of a fine al- 
tar j but the misfortune was, that of three fathers whom I confult- 
ed, not one could tell me his name, though the mofi; fandified 
of this triumvirate, embellifhcd the tale with a variety of marvel- 
lous circumftances, crofling himfelf devoutly at every period. 

As another addition to the article of Venice, I muft inform you 
’that the epilepfy feems to be, if not an epidemic diftemper, at lead 
very frequent in this city ; and mod people carry a piece of ;uag- 
net in their pockets, as a prefervative, whicli to me is a new fpe- 
cific, the virtues of which I fhould be glad to hear explained ; 
though perhaps it may be as difficult to account for this edecd, as 
for tiiat which it hath upon the needle. 

I fhall now take leave of this famous and delightful city, with 
obferving, that as by trade (he flouriilied to a very high pitch of 
opulence and glory, fo fhe dill fupports her dignity, in the fame 
laudable manner, though her power is greatly diminifhed. 

At the fame time you muft know, that although they carry on a 
confiderable trade, and are poflefled of very fine fhips ; yet, few 
or none of their merchants can write a legible charadcr ; nor has 
one ill twenty of their commanders the leaft tindurc of mathema- 
tics, or the fmalleft knowledge of navigation. This ignorance is, 
1 fuppofc, owing to the nature of their voyages, which being ge- 
nerally confined to the Mediterranean, may be called a kind of coaft- 
ing, as they are flldom or never without fight of land. Pe that as 
it will, it is very fiirprifing to fee writing and mathematics fo little 
encouraged by a people who chiefly depend upon trade and navi- 
gation. 

But to return to my legends : I forgot, in deferibing Bologna, 
,to give you an account of an accident which happened in that city, 
whferc the bell belonging to the church of St. Proculus, fell down 
upon the head of a poor fellow, whole name was Proculus ; one 
would imagine the faint might, have given it another diredion, in 
tendernefs to his name-fake ; who, neverthclefs, was crulhed to death 
by the weight of fuch a ponderous night-cap ; and the memory of 
the fii€t ispreferved in this infeription, which .we find upon the wall ; 

Si procul a Proculo, Proculi campana fuiflet, 

Jam procul a Proculo, Proculus ipfe foret. 


# 


So 
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So much for my fupplementary pieces 5 I (hall now proceed on my 
voyage. 

Upon the eleventh of OAober, N. S. we fet fail from Venice^ 
but, the wind proving contrary, we were obliged to Heat Malamo- 
ca, which is the fea-port j and here you have the view of the city, 
as it appears to one advancing from this place.. This port is at the 
diftance of five miles from the city, and may be termed (not im- 
properly) the wall of Venice; for it is a long outftretching reef of 
land, that guards it from the impetuofity of the fca, in all eafterly 
and foutherly winds. 

While our veficl continued in this riding, I went with my fellow- 
paflenger, the young count Meflala, a lineal defeendant of the great 
Cornelius Mcfiala, to fee the village ; oddities fometimes occurring 
where they arelcaft cxpedled. Accordingly, we were informed that, 
where the church of the capuchins now Hands, a poor carpenter 
had been one day employed in Iplitting the huge trunk of a tree, 
which proved extremely tough, jifeugh, at length, he overcame the 
refinance, by dint of frrength and perfcverance ; but, when the 
trunk was cleft afunder, he was greatly aftonifhed to find Madon- 
na, with her Bambino, in the heart of the tree. Had it not been 
for the circumltancg of the Bambino, Ihe might have been miftaken 
for one of the Pagnn Hamadryades, and feurvily treated. 

In our Lady's church, called Regina Sacratifiima Rofarii, wc 
find this infeription; on the front of an altar : “ Hie fan(Horum fe- 
“ licis, et fortunati et Jacobi intercifi capita jacent : nec non mul*- 

tie alijc laniHoruin et fan(Starum reliquia; in eodem loco repofitse- 
“ que in direptionc acquilenfis civitatis delatze fucre.” 

On the thirteenth we failed, and two days after, being about five 
leagues from the ifland Zantigo, in the evening it began to blow ex-^ 
cefSvely hard at fouth weft. We forthwith hawled our top-kils'^- 
but our main-fail was fplit by a fudden iquall ; then a fea ftove in 
our ftern lights, fet us all a iwimming, and put our paftengers in a 
terrible fright ; for, as they had never feen fuch an accident before, 
they concluded that we fhoukl all go to the bottom : their fears, 
however, were happily difappointed. On the morning of the fix- 
teenth the weather became eafier, fo that we fet our fails ; and 
about noon were within fix or eight leagues of Ancona. At four 
o' clock in the afternoon we were obliged to furl, and at fix let fail 
again : fo variable and inconftant was the wind. All this evening 
we were entertained with the moft beautiful and fiirprifing phaeno- 

mena 
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mena that ever mine eyes had beheld. One moment the caflern and 
fouthern horizon feemed like the mouth of a dark, cloudy, fmoak- 
ing furnace, then bright illuminations feemed to dart aflant the 
whole ; in a twinkling all was ferene, except a few waving clouds 
that circled along ; millions of wanton fires fporting around ; fomc 
brilliant as the ftiw's ; others, like filvcr javelins fledged, flying 
about as if launched by an hand unfeen, and gleaming in all dif- 
* ferent diredions ; fometimes in a ftraight line, fometimes angular 
and forked, like tridents, or like thofe thunder-bolts which the paint- 
ers (probably from thefe appearances) have feigned. The inchan ting 
efled of thefe enlightened vapours nailed me to the deck for about 
half an hour, until the heavens refumed a gloomy afped. Light- 
ning and thunder I certainly expeded; but, in lieu of thefe difa- 
greeable convulfions, the dufky curtain was again opened, and fuch 
another reprefentation pleafed my wondering eye, which was thus 
four times fucceflively regaled. 

If this exhibition was uncommon, I will now relate an incident 
which, I think, was ftill more extraordinary ; perhaps, hccaufe it 
more nearly concerned myfclf. On the feventeenth, the weather 
being fair, the captain propofed that he and I fhould go aloft, and 
look out for land ; I immediately complied wifli the propofal, and 
out of complaifence and gallantry, mounted by the lee fhroud : but, 
in coming down, 1 felt my watch pulled out of my pocket by one 
of the ratflings, which had caught hold on the firing ; and called 
luftily to thofe upon deck, to keep a fharp look-out. The watch 
firft pitched upon the main- top, from whence it bounded to the 
yard-arm, then dropped upon the gun-wale, where it left the glafe 
in powder, and over- board it would have flown, had not the key 
been, fomehow or other, intangled m the flieet of the ftedding- 
fail, where it hung until it was fecured by the boatfwain, whom I 
fipped with four Venetian livres, which feemed to make him more 
liappy than I was in faving my watch. Pray defire my friend Mr. 
Profeflbr Mac Laurin to calculate thefe chances. 

The weather continued fb mild and gentle that we carried top 
gallant fails till the nineteenth in the evening, when, being off 
Brundufium, we were furprifed with fuch a fudden and violent guft 
of wind, that, though extremely well manned, we found great 
difliculty in handing our fmall fails; then our corfes were reeved, 
but this was no fooner done, than the fury of the wind increafed 
to a very great degree, fo that we were fain to furl all our fails, and 
lafb the helm. Thefe unforefeen iqualls, I am told, are more com- 

B b oion 



9+ LETTER IV. Zante. 

riion in the Adriatic than in our Highland lochs. On the twenty 
lirft we fell in with the Cephalonian coafts, there being a dead calm, 
and the Iky being every where (erene, except where it was mottled 
by three rows of rounded clouds, that ftretched from the north to 
the foiith of thefc mountains : the higheft and loweft of thele 
clouds ieemed to be immoveable, but the middlej'ow fkimmed along, 
and was always renovated or fupplied with a frefh collcdion, until 
we went down to fupper: the fame phasnomenon appeared next 
evening ; and on the twenty third in the morning we came to an 
anchor, in the bay of Zante, of which I fend you a drawing. 

In Zante I received great civilities from Mr. Hayward the Britifh 
conful, and in a particular manner from Mr. Jeffries the Dutch 
conful, and his fbn-in-Iaw Mr. Sargent ; but I was difabled from 
relifhing any enjoyment, by a violent diarrhoea, and twilling in my 
guts, with which I was affedled during my flay in this place. My 
diforder, however, intitled me to their particular concern, and I was 
treated with great tenderncfs and humanity. I moved about as 
much as the weaknefs of my body would permit ; and the fon of 
Mr. Jeffries, a very promifing young gentleman, was fo kind as to 
facrifice his whole time to the gratification of my curiofity. He 
is of the Greek church, but thinks of their follies and fuperflition 
like a reafonable man ; and, though he has not yet attained his 
twentieth year, and is altogether unacquainted with our language, 
he has carefully perufcd almoft all our Englifh philofbphical authors 
who have appeared in Italian, Latin, and French. By him I was 
made acquainted with Papa Catifero a Greek father, and Dr. Ni- 
colo Attinco^ both worthy and learned men, not only in their own 
profeflions, but alfb in the belles lettres. As I had the good for- 
tune to acquire their efleem, I frequently enjoyed their converfation, 
which was always open and entertaining ; and I being confined by 
my diflemper, our rendezvous was generally at my lodgings, where,^ 
one evening, the reverend Papa afked, if I knew any thing of the 
francs ma 9 ons j for he was very defirous of being made acquainted 
with the nature of that famous fociety, on account of which he 
had like to have fuffercd. I gave him a detail of their principles, 
folved all his doubts, and removed all his difHculties, fo much to 
the fatisfadion of the company, that they exprefled an eager defire 
of having a lodge at Zante, and would have immediately com- 
menced free mafbns, had I been inclined to receive them. The 
Papa, good man ! had been an advocate for mafonry (without know- 
ing any thing of their conflitutions} in the European Tranfadions, 
publifhed at Venice, of which he had for fevcral years been author. 
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In the year 1735, if I remember right, his holincfs was plea fed to 
excommunicate the free mafons, by a public edid, vvlicrciti he ac- 
knowledges his ignorance of every thing relating to the focicty, and, 
indeed, alligns that as the reafbn of the excommunication. As 
nothing could be more contradi<$tary to common fenfc than this 
method of proceeding, the Greek father ridiculed him, as he dc- 
ferved ; but, as all books, before they are printed, mull be revifed 
by the inquifitors, they at firft refolved to chaftilc this good man, 
until one, more difeerning than the reft, reprefenting that fuch a 
ftep would render the weaknefs of his holinefs more confpicuous, 
excite the relentment of the whole Greek church, with whom they 
were already upon very indifferent terms, and probably be attended 
with other bad confequences, which they could not yet forefee— I 
fay, in confequence of this remonftrance, my friend efcaped as one 
who did not own the infallibility of the pope ; but they ordered 
the offending paragraph to be crazed, before the work was fent to 
the prefs. 

I find thatf; in thefe parts, the mathematics are totally difregard- 
cd ; whereas, the mufty fathers are ftudied with great reverence and 
delight. Locke and Clarke they admire ; but the chief bent of 
their ftudy is to moral philolbphy i fbme experimental authors, 
efpecially Graavefande, they have read, but do not fully under- 
iland j a circumftance not at all furprifing, when we confidcr they 
have never attended a courfe of experiments, or feen any of the 
inftruments or apparatus, except in drawings. When I talked of 
the fpecific gravity of bodies, the preffure and refiftance of the air, 
and fome other fubje^s which I do not remember, they believed 
what I faid, becaufe it agreed with what they themfelves had read ; 
but ftill they difeovered a fort of diffatisfadlion, upon which, I called 
for a glals of wine, and a cruettc of water, to entertain them with 
the experiment of feparating the two liquors which had been mix- 
ed ; and when they faw the purple clouds arifing, their eyes fparkled 
with joy and admiration. I am furprifed that no complete courfe 
of experiments is exhibited in the Italian colleges. A travelling 
philofopher might acquire a fortune by thefe means, provided he- 
could deliver his lectures in the Italian language. Bur, from per- 
ibns, let us now make a tranfition to things. 

The occafion of building St. Calarambe’s church in the ifland of 
Zante, was this. About fixteen years ago, a fifberman found a 
bended roof tile boating upon the fea, and imprefled with the image 
of this faint. The tile was immediately gilded round the figure. 
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collccfiions were made, the mean edifice reared, and the faint placed 
in a corner with a glafs before him. He was a native of Magniflia, 
which, they tell me, is a fmall ifland in thefe feas, but I really do 
not know in what part of them; he was likcwife a martj^r, having 
been burnt at the flake. Here, as in almofl all the ofiicr Greek 
churches, I faw a pidure of Jefus Chrifl, in^a very rich patri- 
archal habit, crowned with an imperial crown, painted after the 
mod Greek iri' which is diflinguiflicd by the flifinefi of 

t’ ’ll . le har the flaading, a great deal cf gilding, and 

h covei a wiin a varnifti like that of japan. What a melan- 
o’.y reflcdion It is to think that thofe people, who once excelled 
all ;hc world in thofe liberal arts, are now funk to fiich a degeneracy 
of tafle and execution! Painting had arrved at fuch per- 
fediion in Greece, that the different ftilcs of this art were diftin- 
gniflicd by the cities of that country in which they fevcrally pre- 
vailed. The Bolognian tafle, confpicuous for flrength and bold- 
nefs, was imported from Athens ; the foftnefs and effeminacy of 
the French, was borrowed from Corinth ; the graceful and tender, 
the Venetians had from Rhodes ; the flilc of Rome and Florence, 
faid to be eafy and corred, is fuppofed to have been derived from 
the Sicyonians. The pidure of our Saviour, which I juft now 
mentioned, I fhould have taken for the portrait of fome religious 
monarch, had not I received better information than the piece could 
give : I fend you a drawing of it, that you may judge with your 
own eyes. 

The buildings in this ifland are extremely mean : here is a 
pidure of John the Baptift in the wildernefs, furniflied with wings, 
to denote his expedition ; he appears quite emaciated, in token of 
his hard travelling and bad quarters, and an head of him lies at his 
feet, as a fymbol of his death. Thefe are admirable conceits. The 
Virgin Mary is often reprefented of a blackamoor’s complexion : 
a proof that the Greeks deviate from propriety as well as the Romans : 
indeed this is not to be wondered at, confidering how much more 
deficient they are in all forts of knowledge. The truth is, the 
Greek clergy arc fcandaloufly ignorant ; and this circumftance is 
owing to the eafy terms on which the priefthood is acquired : in 
fhort, any man may procure deacon’s or prieft’s orders, for a 
prefent of five zequins to the bifliop, who generally, if not always, 
purchafes his own promotion. And, as few of their churches have 
any endowment, the clergy live in a manner upon charity ; though 
they have no mendicant order among them. Tljieir priefts have 
often begged of me, and I as often relieved their neceflity. They 

cannot 
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cannot well be on a better footing ; for there are live and twenty 
thoufand people upon the iHand, fix or feven thoufand of whom 
inhabit this town, in which there are five and forty churches, three 
only of which are of the Roman catholic religion; and, as the 
people are poor, what muft their clergy be? Here is a church con- 
fecrated to the famous St. Dionyfius, who was a native of Zante, 
and lived about four hundred years ago ; his body is prcfervcd entire 
in this church, and publicly Ibewn three times a year ; I found 
means, however, to lee his holy carcafe, after having anfwercd fatis- 
fadlorily to thele interrogations, “ Do you believe any creature to 
“ be infallible ? Do you believe in Jefus Chrrft who died upon the 
“ crofs ?’* In alking this la ft queftion the prieft made the fign of 
the crofs upon his breaft. To the firft I replied in the negative, and 
the laft I anfwered in the affirmative, and figned myfelf in the 
Greek manner. Thefe preliminaries being fettled, the Ihrine was 
opened, the lervice begun, I was prayed for by name and firnamc ; 
and, when the ceremony was over, had the honour to kifs the 
i&inf s veftments, which were very rich : I carefully viewed his head 
and neck, which are certainly human, and admirably prelerved. 
Some people may think I carried my complaifance a little too far 
upon this occafion ; but it will be time enough to vindicate myfelf 
when any of our priefts think fit to accufe me. One day 1 faw 
divine lervice performed by the archbiffiop of Cephalonia, who is 
likewife bilhop of Leucadia, Dulichium, Ithaca, and this ifiand of 
Zacynthus ; he is about ninety years of age, and behaved with fuch 
apparent fandity, that one could fcarce believe he owed his prefer- 
ment to bribery and corruption. 

The Britilh fubjeifts have a burying-place in one of the cimeteries 
belonging to the Greek church : over the tomb of the firft conful, 
who was interred in the reign of Charles the fecond, are the Britilh 
arms ; but, either through the ignorance of the Iculptor, or of . the 
perlbn who directed him, they make a milerable appearance ; and 
upon the garter, inftead of Honi foit qui mal y penfe, are thefe 
letters, or words if you pleale, Nonio foito quio molovo penfes : if 
they have any meaning, it muft be in a language I do not under- 
ftand, and where he found them 1 leave the learned to determine. 

At the north end of the bay is a fountain, where the people of the 
town walh their linnen: about (even years ago a woman laid her child 
under the foot bf the hill, which had a fmall projedtion, in order to 
(hade it from the fiin, while Ihe waa bufy at her work : in the mean 
time the mountain (hot and covered the child, who lay about two 

C c days 
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days covered with earth, and was at laft, taken out perfccUy Ibuild 
and well ; it would have been pity he had fared other wife, for lie 
is a genteel, fprightly boy. A number of people in your iflandj 
ate fuch infidels, that they would never dream of afcribing this 
miraculous efcape to a Madonna, but rather to the goodnefs of the 
Almighty : but here, where mankind is more enlightened, the 
whole was attributed to the bicfied Virgin ; and fo fenlible were the 
parents of her ladyfhip’s interpofition, that, having no money to 
offer, they devoted to her, their own and the boy’s hair, which 
is plaited and hung by her picture in the neighbouring church, 
where the ftory has been painted, by order of the proveditor or 
governor. 

Near this place is a rock in the lea, called Scoglio de trenta nove, 
from the execution of thirty nine pirates who were hanged upon it 
in one day. It is now crowned with a little church and convent, 
which, on account of the oddity of its figure and fituation, I have 
Iketched and lent over ; if you do not like the drawing, you need 
not take the trouble of looking at it. 

Several people have idly afferted, that Cicero, and his wife Tertk 
Antonia, were buried in this illand; and^ that their tomb is to be 
feen by the walls of St. Helia s church. Thither I direded my 
fteps, when my feeble limbs were fcarce able to fupport my body ; 
but, after a tedious and diligent learch, all that I found was, that 
my Venetian antiquarian friends were miftaken ; for no fuch thing, 
not even the vellige of a ftone or letter was to be feen. Papa 
Catifero, on the fame information, had made the like fearch, and 
met with the fame difappointment. 

Among the natural curiofities of this place, I ought to reckon 
two men who have had regular difeharges of the menfes, one from 
his nofe, and the other from his penis ; and two perfons, feemingly 
about fourfeore years of age, were Ihewn to me as an inllance of a 
very extraordinary attachment. They were born to fmall fortunes, 
remarkably milchievous from their infancy, went to fchool together, 
and contraded a liking to each other : their antipathy to learning 
was equal, their pallion for vice of all kinds lb excefiive, that one 
would imagine they Ihould have vied with each other, and become 
rivals ; but their ambition was to go hand in hand, and proceed 
equally in the paths of. wickcdnels. When they became of age,^ 
they foon fpent their patrimony ; and, as they found pity and 
ance from no perfon, they were fain to depend upon their indullry 

7 and 
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and addrefs. Times without number were they imprifbned, but 
never both at once ; fo that he who lay in jail was fupplied by the 
other, who pradifed a thoufand fbifts to maintain his aflbciate, 
even when he himfelf was ftarving. Whatever he could beg or 
Real he fhared with his companion ; and neither of them was ever 
fet at liberty by th^ magi ft rate, but one always efcaped by the aftift 
ance of thp other ; and was afterwards pardoned by the interceffion 
of thofe who admired their ingenuity and addre/s. At length, 
worn out with age and debauchery, they are now incapable of ex- 
ecuting any villanous plan that requires adivity, but ftill fpend their 
time together, continually at cards: nothing affedls the one, but 
the other’s being out of order, and the terror of being left alone 
upon earth ; for they are fupplied by their relations with the 
neceflaries of life ; fo that nothing feems wanting to finifh this fur- 
prifing attachment, but their expiring together, their being buried 
in one grave, and diftinguiftied by one epitaph. Among the 
favourite, vices of this ftrange pair of ruffians, was that of drunken- 
nefs, which leemed peculiar to themfelves; for, though the in- 
habitants of this place have plenty of wine, and ufc it for their 
ordinary drink, they never indulge themfelves in it to excels ; and, 

I believe, thefe were the only perfons upon the illand, who would 
have joined Mr. Toland in his extravagant prayer to Bacchus. 
“ O fempiterne Bacchequi relicis et recreas vires deficieritium, adlis 
« nobis propitius in pocula poculorum. Amen.” A petition which 
you muft give me leave to paraphrale. 

Thou ever roaring, mad’ning god of noile, 

^Pow’rful to lire, then drown the man who drinks ; 

Then wake his drowfy foul to beaftly joys, 

Regardlefs of the fober fool who thinks ; 

For ever prefent, and propitious be. 

Keep honour, fenfe, and virtue, far from me; 

And that thy votaries may laugh and live. 

Eternal rounds of bowls or bumpers give. 

In my account of thofe fellows, I did not mention the word 
friendftiip, which implies an idea too (acred to be conneded with 
the mutual ties of fuch villains. Neverthelefs I think of them 
with furprize ; I conlider the uniformity of their paffions, and the 
rilques they ran for the relief of each other, with admiration ; and 
can hardly believe that fuch aij^bther pair ever exifted. Yet, certainly, 
thqir mutual attachnicnt was founded upon their mutual complai- 
fance in gratifying the vices of each other, which, in all probability, 

were 
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Ivere fuch as could hot be fo efFe^ually indulged by any other 
means. Thus they became habituated . to a Ibrt of reciprocal 
miniilratibn ; fo neteilary to both; that had the one been executed, 
according to his demerits, the other coiild not poilibly have exifted 
with any degree of enjoyment, bccauie deprived of the foie ailbci^ 
ate by whom he had been fupported, foothed and encouraged in the 
practice of vice, which his diipolition would not allow him to re- 
linquifh. No part, therefore, of fuch a connection is intituled to 
the facred name of friendihip ; lllud amicitise ianCtum et venerabile 
nomcn ; which can be founded upon no other bafis than that of 
virtue. And here I could expatiate upon * this interefting theme, 
with all the fervour of an enthuliaft ; but I fupprefs my fentiments 
on this fubjeCt, and referve the efFuiions of my heart for a more 
proper occalxon. 

I was hindered by the excruciating pain in my bowels, from 
vifiting the famous tar-pits, which are at the difrance of ten miles 
from the town. This refrridion mortified me exceedingly ; fo that 
1 was fain to fuinmon all my philofi>phy to my aid, and even con** 
fine myfelf to a wifh that I might be enabled to profecute my voyage, 
which was a much more interefring affair: I fhall therefore mention 
nothing of thefe natural tar- pits from hear-fay, but conclude my ac- 
count of Zacynthus, by obferving, that fome few houfes are tolerable, 
though an hundred to one are exccflively mean ; they are low on 
account of the earthquakes, and wretchedly furniffied, by reafon of 
the people’s poverty and want of tafte. The ifland produces annually 
four thoufand tuns of currants, three thoufand tuns of oil, and 
about five thoufand tuns of wine. The gentry are, foj the moft 
part, fad dogs ; and the plebeians are not the better for their 
example. 

As my difbrder did not abate, I was Ibllicited by my friends to 
pofrpone my departure, but 1 was as obllinate as my dileafe ; and, 
accordingly, on the twenty eighth, about three in the afternoon, 1 
failed with my worthy friend captain Cornilitz ; but, before we 
made the gulph of the mouth of the river Corinth, we were taken 
fhort by the wind which blew bard at north-eafr, fo that we were 
obliged to bear away for Zante, where we came to an anchor again 
at three in the morning.; in the afternoon we frruck our mails and 
yards : on the thirtieth, about fix in the morning, we parted a new 
cable and loil our fheet-anchor. After diofner, the weather being 
more eafy, Mr. Conful Jefferies lent ibr me on ihore ; when, my 
diilemper and weaknefs increafing, I became more tVadlable ; and 
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a Vciictinn fliip, bound for Smyrna, chancing to come to an anchor 
in tf.e bay, 1 confcntcd to take my pailagein her, provided it could be 
obtained ; though 1 had remitted almoft all my money to Salonica. 

I was ailiircd that the plague raged in every place through which I 
muft ncceflarily pafs ; that every pafs was befet by rogues, who 
murder before they rob; that I could have no company but a fer- 
vant and janifary, whom I mufl hire from Patraj ; that the Ih de 
of a tree was, often, the only lodging to be procured ; tirat the 
'fnevvs and rains were very frequent at this feafon of the year; and 
a wretched horfe or afs, mull be my only tranfporter : tbelc parti- 
culars of information, weighed mightily with a feeble carcafe and 
enervated mind. My friends took advantage of my irrefolute cx- 
prellions, and the good old gentleman, Mr. Jefferies, w'ent in per- 
fon on hoard the Venetian man of war, which was called La 
Gloria e Sando Georgio, of twenty eight carriage, and lix fvvivel 
guns, made an agreement with the commander, whofc name was 
Matteo Lalloviche, and fent for my luggage, before I knew any 
thing of the matter. Dodor Attineo laid llrong injundions upon 
me to obferve his regimen ; and, upon the lecond of November, at 
night, we w’cighed anchor : on the fourth, about noon, we pafled 
the illand Strophades, or Strivoli, which is flat, and liath no other 
houfes than tlie ruins of an old caftlc, and one convent, that main- 
tains fifteen or lixteen Greek fathers. I was told by a Grecian on 
hoard, who paffed for a man of great knowledge, that there was a 
fpringin the garden of this convent, the fource of which is in Ar- 
cadia. Wlieii 1 afked how he was certain of the truth of this 
allegation, he anfwcred, ^that fome conliderable time ago, a Greek 
gentleman went to drink at the fountain in Arcadia, with a filver cup, 
the head of which was fo contrived as to be ferewed off occafion- 
ally, and in the bottom were two zequins ; this he laid down by 
the fpring, which chanced to fwallow it up : about two years after, 
one of the fathers of the convent took it out of their well ; and 
that very day it was claimed by the gentleman, who went thither, 
directed by fate. This circumftance the fathers will fwear to, and 
this is what my fellow-paflenger firmly believed. 

On the fifth we pafled the three iflands Sphagias, now Sapienza, 
which are uninhabited ; then we advanced to CapeMatapan or Thy- 
rides, where Diana had a temple ; the weft bay, called Coron or 
Meffeniacus Sinus, is inhabited by the Meflenians, who are all thieves ; 
they formerly fubmitted to the Venetians, but never paid tribute, 
unlefs certain parts of twelve )fundred Turks, which they cut off 
in one night, come under that denomination. We crofted the Qulph 
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of Colochine or Sinus Laconicus, and went round the (buth end of 
Cythera, now Cerego, on the north weft of which ftand the town 
and caftle, but there is no harbour that we could obferve; though 
there is one laid down in fome of the charts which were on board.’ 

I had a pretty diftindt view of the caftle, which ftands upon an high 
hill, and thus it appears. Upon the north eaft fide is the Urbs Me- 
nelai, now called the caftle of St. Nicholas. 

About noon, on the Icventh, we left Falconiera upon the Iar-‘ 
board, Antiinilos and Milos upon the ftarboard (the two former 
being defolate) then Siphnus, Seriphus, Cythnus, and Cia, now 
Zinfanto, Zerfi, Thcrmia, and Zia, upon the right ; Helena, or 
Luonga Ifula, being upon the left. Here, in the evening, the wind 
chopping about to the north eaft, we were put to a reefed main- 
lail ; and it not only blew furioufly, but rained exceflively, and the 
cold was fo bitter that the failors could fcarce hold their faces to 
the ftorm. Thus the weather continued all night, and next day ; 
the whole hemilphere was ovcrcaft with fuch a thick gloom, that 
we did not know whereabouts we were, till almoft afliore upon 
the illand Sydera, formerly Tiparenus. By great good fortune wc 
were going away large, fo that, hauling upon a wind, we got 
clear of the land, and at night anchored in twenty one fathom 
water, under the illand Specie, which I take to be the Epiropia 
of the ancients. Had I been, on this occafion, in a light veflci, 
manned by a Dutch or Britifli crew, I fliould have been perfectly 
at cafe in my mind ; but, now that lam fafe on fhore, I thank 
heaven for the danger I have cfcapcd, and refolve never to truft 
my carcafi again in a Venetian fhip, provided I can find a more 
fecure conveyance. 

About ten or a dozen miles up the gulph of Napoli di Romani, 
is Porto Specie, or Hermiohe ; this gulph was formerly called Ar- 
golicus, from the promontory of Argolis, or Sinus Hermionicus, 
from the city, which I had a great inclination to vifit, but the cap- 
tain could not fpare me his boat, and 1 would not venture to hire 
one, left I fliould have been left behind, and fo payed too dear 
for fatisfying my curiofity. Yet I went afliore upon Peloponnefijs, 
and the ifland Epiropia or Specie, which are mountainous; and, 
though I was not very ftrong, climbed to the very fummits, fo as 
to fee the adjacent country. They are very rocky, with little foil, 
yet covered with firs, figs, myrtles, olives, almonds, vines, and the 
carrob^ tree, which bears a longSjed fhiit, like a large french- 
bean ; the (hell is Tweet, like a dried fig, but the bean is fo hard 
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as not to be broke by the teeth. Moft of their herbs or plants are 
odoriferous : their lioiiles are neatly built of flone, in form of lofig 
fquares, with flat roofs or terraces, which ferve them inflead of 
drawing-rooms : the whole furniture conflfts of a bed on the floor, 
a flo or two, and an hand-mill or quarn, fuch as is uf d in our 
diftant Highlands : every houfe is furniflied with an oven, and every 
giri turned of three or four, fpins cotton upon a little d hn>‘: i.i 
thefe two particulars I wifli they were imitated by our coirurv peo- 
ple. Their language is what they call Albaqcfe, being a mixture 
of Sclavonic, Greek, and Italian. 

I had almofl; forget to tell you, that one night we difeovered a 
fail a-head, and as it was in a place where the Algerine corfairs ge- 
nerally cruize for the Venetians, we made all clear for engaging. 
Our complement conflfted of a captain, with two mates, a lieute- 
nant, two cabbin boys, and twenty four failors, an cnflgn, corpo- 
ral, drummer, witli twenty marines, and as many paflengers: about 
ten at night wc deferied three fail, the largeft of which bore down 
upon us ; then our martial courage took lire, every man repaired 
to his poft ; I had the honour of being on the captain’s right hand, 
while he was fupported on the left by a perfbn who had been for- 
merly captain of a fhip : I was armed with a mufket, a brace of 
piftols, like mufquetoons, and a Dalmatian broad- fword. What 
gallant exploits might not we have atchieved, if malicious flitc, af- 
ter having kept us all night under arms, had not robbed us of our 
glory in the morning, by difplaying honeft, peaceable Dutch colours I 

On the fifteenth of November we weighed in the morning, the 
wind being at fouth weft ; next day, while we were off the ifland 
Andros, it fhifted to the north eaft, and incrcafed to fuch a degree, 
that we were driven back to Myconus, where we anchored, having 
left Jura and Zera on the ftarboard. As we failed along the coaft 
of Tenos, it feemed to be well cultivated : the town is fmalJ, and 
built in a bay ; the caftle ftood upon an high pointed rock, but 
was blown up by the Turks : I am told, the inhabitants manufac- 
ture a good quantity of fllk. 

Myconus is a fweetly fltuated little town, lying in a bay that 
fronts the north weft : I fend you a drawing of it, as it appeared 
from the main-top of our fhip. The weather was fo terrible that 
i could not go afhore until the eighteenth) when I dined with Sig- 
nior Georgio Bao, the BritiflyVice-conful. 
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The houfes are mean, fquare, with flat or terrafled roofs, like 
all the houfes of the Eaft. The country is high and rocky, but 
the wine is good. Here is no antiquity or object worth feeing, 
unlefs you have a mind to admire an infeription on a tomb-ftone, 
in thefe words : ‘‘ Ego dormio et cor meum vigilat.” There is 

one cuflom prevalent in this place, which I wifh our people would 
imitate ; I faw not one piece of ground capable of cultivation that 
was not inelofed with a flone-wall, which the farmers, at their lei- 
fure hours, are always employed in repairing : yet they have very 
few cattle to fpoil their lands, and all they aim at faving, is the ex- 
pence of an herdfman ; for they have naturally warmth enough.' 
The women are handfomc ; linen drawers and a white fkirt laced, 
that hangs down to the knee, conftitute all the apparel which they 
wear from the middle : and, indeed, why may not their legs be 
fecn as well as their arms ? 

As I have made obfervations upon Zante, Epiropia, and Myco- 
mis, which are Greek iflands ; as I now tell you that, while our 
fhip lay at anchor in this lafl: port, I f])ent a whole day in ranging 
the famous ifland of Delos ; and as you will find this letter dated 
at Smyrna, you have great reafon to be furprifed that I fay nothing 
of thefe two places. I will therefore remove the caufe of your fur- 
prize, by telling you, that I think this letter is already abundantly- 
long ; fo that I referve what I have to add on thefe flibjedls, un- 
til 1 fball arrive at Cyprus, when, if permitted by the flate of my 
health, I fball communicate the whole, together with a defeription 
of that celebrated ifland. 

You fee I am very well dilpofed to entertain and divert you, 
though I may have failed in my endeavours ; and, howfbever you 
may have been perfecuted by my correfpondence, I think myfelf 
very much obliged to you for having demanded it ; becaufe, in 
confequence of your requeft, I have been at pains to oblerve many 
things which would otherwife have efcaped my notice ; and in com- 
mitting my remarks to paper, I find my memory much more deeply 
impreffed by every object I have feen, than by a fuperficial view, 
which leaves no traces upon the remembrance. Befides, by this 
method of obferving with our own eyes, we learn to think for our- 
felvcs 5 and are gradually detached from that implicit faith in books 
of travels, by which many people have been milled. The ufc 
which a traveller, converfant with the belles lettres, ought to make 
of thofe authors who have deferibed tll^^ fame places with judgment, 
isj to follow their directions in inquiring for^ and examining, thofe 

objeCti 
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objects which they have dcfcribed ; to compare their remarks with 
his own obfcrvations, and endeavour to confider every circumftance 
in all the different points of view j if the notes he has taken differ 
from thofe he has read, he ought to reafon with his friends upon 
this difagreement : and in fuch converfation other ideas vyill pro- 
bably be fuggefted ; for twenty perfons viewing the fame objcd, will 
fee it in twenty different lights, and attain the fame point, by 
twenty different ways. By thefe friendly difputes, whether hifto- 
. rical, political, or fcientifical, a man colleds a valuable parcel of 
* feeds, which he fhould carefully and judicioufly fow, on his return 
to his native country, that his fellow-creatures may be benefited by 
the fruits; by thefe means alfo he learns to think for himfelf, his 
intellects are llrengthencd, and his underftanding extended ; for the 
mind, as well as the body, profits by the exercife of her powers. 
I ought therefore to thank you for having commanded me to ule 
my faculties, flender as they are, upon thole things which may tend 
to my own edification ; and this I confider as one of thofe obli- 
gations, for which you muft be content to receive the fincere ac- 
knowledgment of, 

Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Brother, &c. 

Smyrna, Dec. 4. 

1744. O. S. 
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Dear Brotherj 

H O W ridiculous foever it may be, certain it is, nothing is . * 
more common than to hear people cenfuring their neigh- 
bours for crimes, follies, or weaknefTes, from which they thcmfelves 
are not at all exempted. I myfelf have often laughed immoderately 
at the fimple apologies which letter- writers are apt to make for 
the trifles they tranfmit, together with their crude, indigefted me- 
thod of expreflion : yet, this very impertinence 1 have been guilty 
of in every letter I have hitherto writ, in the courfe of this cor- 
refpondence. Sometimes it proceeded from an unfeigned confeiouf- 
nefs of my own inability ; and fometimes it might be owing to a 
more childilh motive. Henceforth, however, I am refolved to make 
no apologies per advance, but to rcfcTvc all that can be offered in 
my own behalf, until I fhall be fairly brought to the bar, and ac- 
cufed of delinquency. 

In my lafl: letter, I gave you to underflnnd that I had /[)ent a 
whole day in the famous ifle of Delos ; and now I will make you 
acquainted with the particulars of that excurfion. On the twen- 
tieth of November I hired a little yawl, and, being accompanied 
by two of the mofi: curious of my fellow-pafl'cngcrs, was tranlportcd 
to that celebrated flrand, the day being quite fcrenc, and cool 
enough to favour my perambulation. In a word, I traverfed the 
whole ifland, hill and dale, and carefully examined every fpot 
where any fabric feemed to have flood ; the w'hole is not above 
two miles and an half in length, and about three quarters of a mile 
in breadth ; and, befides, it was needlefs to vilit a great part of it, 
lying towards the fouth point, as no buildings had ever occupied 
that quarter. I had flattered mylelf with the hope of finding an 
infinite number of valuable curiofities ; of confequence, I entreated 
my companions to give me notice, fliould they find inferiptions, or 
any fragments of flatuary and fculpture, while I aflifled in the fearch 
with the utmoft eagernefs and induflry. But, alas ! I was miferably 
difappointed in my expcdlatioi^ ; for fuch havoc hath been made 
by the lapfe of time, the ambition 0 ^ the learned, the folly of the 
'Veiietians, Genoefa, and Pifans, ^d'the ignorant barbarity of the 

V other 
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other monfters who have pillaged and deftroyed this trcafure of an- 
tiquity, that fcarce any thing now remains but fuch veftiges as may 
give rife to conjecture, without being able to afccrtain the truth. 

We landed at a pretty little port, which fronted the temple of 
Apollo, and is about eight miles diftant from the illand of Myco^ 
nus ; to which, I think, Ovid has given a wrong cpitlici, when 
he fays, 


“ Hinc humilem Myconum cretofaque rura cinioli.” 

For the illand is actually very high ; and, if by ‘‘ hniniicni,” he 
intended to lignify mean or barren, I will take tlie liberty to fiy, 
he has done it injuftice: for, though the appearance fr -;ii the lea 
is not very rich, the whole is cultivated, and produces grain fulli- 
cient for the inhabstants, belides a good quantity of wine and other 
things, which they fell to their neighbours. Indeed, the illand may 
be improved lince that author lived. 

When we landed on Delos, mine eye was /truck with the im- 
menfe quantities of broken marble, and my heart pierced with real 
concern, to fee the devaftations which have been made among fuch 
glorious edifices, and which I confidered as the ruins of foiiie friend’s 
habitation. I therefore walked on with a kind of fiilleii penfive- 
nels; and, as I was provided with no dircClory or guide, I lhall 
mention every thing as it occurred to my view. I made drawings 
of the particulars, and a /ketch of the whole you will receive with 
this letter ; though I do not anfwer for the cxaClnels of diftances, 
or the geographical figure of the illand. 

The firll thing of confequence I found, was part of a femaie 
flatue, which 1 Ihoiild certainly have carried off, Jiad I forefeen that 
1 Ihould travel thus far by fea. The fragment was from the navel, 
downwards, to above one inch of one thigh, and three of the other. 
It hath been larger than the life: the hips are moft beautifully 
turned ; the lower part of the belly admirably formed ; and, what 
I never obferved in any ftatue before, “ pudenda perforata fuerunt.” 
Perhaps this circumftance might be owing to the wanton imagina- 
tion of the ftatuary ; or it may have been dcligned for a Venus, 
as a contrail to Diana, who, to be fure, was greatly honoured in 
her native illand, which was, moreover, fiicred to her brother : or, 
laftly, it may have reprefenti^ 4 Latona, and this rperferattion; heen 
intended as an emblem of tor* fmitfulnefe 

/ The 
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The port is on the weft fide of the ifiand ; and at a little diftance 
from if, diredly eaft, ftood the magnificent temple of Apollo, which 
now lies in fuch a confufed heap of rubbifh, that I could not, with 
any degree of certainty, trace out its dimenfions. It was built of 
. fine white marble, probably brought from Paros. A prodigious 
quantity of fragments ftill remain, fuch as pcdeftals, broken archi- 
traves, cornices, fhafts of columns of different fizes, from fifteen 
to twenty-eight inches in diameter ; fome fmooth, others channeled, 
and a good many both fluted and plain. Every valuable piece that ' 
could be tranfported, has been carried off by the Venetians, Ge- 
noefe, or Pifans, who have put them to very injudicious and gothic 
ufes ; and the Myconites faw the columns into thin pieces, which 
ferve for millftones. On a large ftoiie, upwards of ten feet Iquare, 
is cut in large characters, the word ba 5:1 AEni:,. from whence, I 
fuppofe it to have been a liflello of the pcdcftal of fome large fta- 
tijc, poflibly that of Apollo, which hath ftood in fome centrical 
place. 

At a little diftance from this, to the north eaft, is the foundation 
of a fquare building, the walls of which are twcnty-leven feet 
thick, and the area within them two hundred and fifty by two hun- 
dred and twenty feet. At the diftance of feventy-fivc feet from 
each fide, we have reafon to imagine there was a grand colonade, 
or row of pillars, from fevcral pieces of (hafts that ftill appear, 
though the pedeftals are buried in the earth ; and there feems to 
have been an entry in the center 'of each fide. The fabric bath 
certainly been very fuperb, though I cannot think, with our Cice- 
rone, or antiquarian guide, tliat it was a temple. Perhaps it was 
a portico, fuch having been much ufed in thofe days, as the corri- 
dorcs at prefent in all eaftern countries, on account of their being 
cool, airy, and (haded from the fun. The length and breadth of 
the(e porticos afforded room to the people for the exercife of their 
limbs, in order to divert that indolence to which they were inclined 
by the heat of the climate. 

Near thefe ruins, to the northward, about three hundred yards 
from the lea, is a beautiful oval balbn, of three hundred and twenty 
by two hundred and forty feet, furrounded by a wall fifteen feet in 
thicknels, which in fome places is ftill from one to four feet high, 
crufted with a plafter as hard as ftucco, and furnilhed with one en- 
try. This, to be fure, is the figure of thc.Naumachia ; its being 
plaiftered on the infide ; its vicinit)\to the fea, from whence (though 
now it feems a little higher) water might have been raifed to fill it ; 
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the continual moifturc of the place, and the wident marks of its 
having been formerly much deeper, fo as that it might have been 
kept conftantly full, by means of a fubterrancau coiuiuit, or even 
an open aquaedu6b : thefe circumftances, I fay, favour the received 
opinion, that it was the Nanmachium of Delos ; yet I cannot 
conceive how they fhoiild fight with vefl'cls in fuch a final 1 com- 
pafs: they muft cither have been liliputian gallics, or not above tw o 
could fight at a time. 

In this bafin I difeovered a done, of wliich I fend you the figuic 
and dimenflons, together with an infeription by which it was 
diftinguifhed ; the defaced letters arc cafily fupplicd : the lirfi: wit’i 
I, the fecond with the upper line of a T, and the other with a N ; 
whence it appears, that Mitliridatcs and Sekueus were gym nail- 
archs. This done being fo near the fquare building, which 1 flip- 
pofed to have been a grand portico, would alinofl induce me to 
alter my opinion, and believe it was a gymnafium, though my 
antiquary pointed out another not far from this place. True it is, 
what thefe people fay is not much to be minded ; for they fpeak 
the disjointed fentiments of thofc connoideurs whom they have heard 
reafoning upon the objedt before them, without knowing their con- 
clufions ; fo that all the advantage we reap from fuch half-informcJ 
guides, is, to know where fomething curious is to be fecn. 

There is the foundation of another fquare building more northerly, 
which may have been a gymnafium, though 1 dare not fo conchule 
from its appearance ; but, if this conjedture be elpoufed by the 
learned, the done’s being here is cafily accounted for, and then my 
glorious portico remains in full force. 

A little to the northward, wc found a deep well, in which was 
excellent water, to the depth of twenty feet, and pretty broad ; 
one of our boatmen, endeavouring to draw fome for our dinner, 
chanced to tumble in ; and, as I found he could not fwim, I had 
begun to undrefs, in order to leap in to his adidance ; but I was 
freed from the neceflity of undergoing this cold bath, which my 
conditution, at that time, was not well able to bear, by the con- 
trivance of the other fellows j one of whom being held by the 

heels, hung down towards the furface of the water, and catching 
hold of him who had met with the misfortune, dragged him out 
by the hand 5 he was grievouflv frightened and half drowned, but 
was foon brought to himfelf by a maught of good drong wine that 
warmed his vitals. ' 

^ F f From 



iro LETTER V.- Delos. 

From hence I ftrolled to mount Cynthus, through a wood of 
briars, and pointed ftones, with which the whole hirface of the 
ifland is covered. Though I was ftill extremely weak, my eager- 
nefs to fee the caftle, and the curious objedts I expedled to find 
upon the top of that famous mount, from whence Apollo was called 
the Cynthian god> and his filler derived the appellation of Cynthia j 
this eagernefs, I fay, prompted me to outwalk my companions, and 
I had adtually viewed the whole fummit, nay, even begun to make 
a Ikctch of the iiland, before I was joined by them. 

The hill, which is very difagrceable, rifes to an high peak, and 
h quite covered with great rocks of a bad fort of granite. The 
Myconites call it Caftro, probably from fome caftle which may 
have ftood upon its top. Round what we call the neck of the hill, 
arc the remains of a wall, but no veftige of any other building 
appears. A man of a rich imagination, when he travels in fearch 
of antiquities, will lee a vaft number of things which, to me, were 
imperceptible : for, though I tasked my induftry to its utmoft exer- 
tion, nil that 1 could find, were Ibme fquared granite ftones, upon 

one of which were five laurel wreaths, placed thus *•’ without one 

letter of infeription ; fo that I may well fay, I went up the hill, and 
then canic down again. 

From the wall that furrounds the hill, I am apt to believe there 
have been ftone terraces with fteps, and a covered way to the thea- 
tre ; one face of a terrace is very entire, together with fome fteps, 
and about twenty feet of the covered way, which our Cicerone 
told me, fome travellers called a gate, though they might as pro- 
perly have called it a temple ; for it is very near a terrace, and 
formed of long unwrought blocks of ftone, fixed in the earth ob- 
liquely, fo as to be ridgewife, and thefe are from ten to fixteen feet 
in length, according as they fuited the inequalities of the ground. 

At a fmall diftance front thefe ruins, to the northward, is a i^uare 
fubterranean place, which, I.fuppole, to have been a ciftern, vaulted 
by fix arches, one foot and a half thick, and of the fame width. 
The dimenfions are twenty-four by fixteen feet ; the floor is of black 
and white mofaic work, the watts and roof being plaiftcred: above 
hath been a fquare of thirty three feet, with a large granite column 
at each angle : three of thefe Hand to this day^ and are eight or 
ten feet high ; but their pedeflals ar^funk, their capitals broke ofl^ 
and fourth is fallen* To the north-weft, is what our antiqua- 
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rian called the Gymnafiiim ; though, in reality, it is a very noble 
amphitheatre, built of that beautiful white marble which was ufed 
in the conftrudlion of Apollo’s temple. The ftoncs arc, for the molt 
part, rough fquared, but a great many arc cut in diflerent angular 
forms ; and this method, I fuppofc, they followed for ihc better 
binding the fabric, than with a view to favc ftoncs or money, of 
which they had great plenty. The arch is in the ficc of a little 
iweiling ground, which hath an caly declivity to an liorizontLii 
plain, where the greatefl part of the area is j and one would imaLiiuo 
this ground was chofen for the purpofc, as it favours the projc^lio!! 
of the benches upon which the fpeftators fat. The whole conilitutc.;, 
aii oval of two hundred and leventy, by one hundred and ninety 
feet: from each lide a folid fquarc of thirty by twenty fix feci, 
hath projedted ; one of thele upon the north, is alinofl: entire: 
two walls in front have formed acute angles witli the theatre, fume 
parts of which are twenty feet high, and it has been joined by a 
Iquare of ninety by one hundred and two feet, to ten vaults nine 
feet in breadth, and twenty feven feet in length, divided by walls 
one foot thick, which communicate w’ith each other, by arched 
doors ten feet wide ; thele, in all probability, were flails for the wild 
beafts that fought for the divcrfioii of the audience. Though 
the ftones arc carried off, the impreflion of the feats in the theatre 
ftill remain, and may have been, by thofc who think it a gymnafium, 
miftaken for the feats of the lludents who fit to fee the cxercifcs 
performed, and hear the Icdfurcs ot the profeffors. Or, perhaps, 
they have founded their opinion upon the large fquarc in the front, 
where the apartments might have been, but no other foundations 
appear ; and furcly it would have been very improper and unfuitabJe 
in fuch a polite people to cretH: fchools dole by the habitation of 
wild beafts, which the vaults undoubtedly were ; yet I leave it as I 
found it, fuppoling the thing not impoftible : for there is rcalbn to 
believe it communicated with the temple by a corridorc, becaufe the 
remains of many pillars, ftill are feen ftretching in one row, from 
one to the other : at the fame time, in order to fupport my own 
conjedure, of its being a theatre, I muft inform you, that there 
are magnificent ruins nearer the port ; fo that, I fuppofe, there was 
another temple (perhaps dedicated to Latona) and tlie corridore was 
probably made for the convenience of thofe votaries who, after 
having paid their devotions to the fon, went to perform their devoirs 
to the mother ; for, though it does not appear that the heathens, 
ignorant as they were, made more application to the mother, whom 
they themfelves had deified, dian to the fon, who was eflentially 
God; they, in all probabilityj treated her with extraordinary 
^ relped ; 
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refpedj and, without doubt, worfhipped her among their divini- 
ties. The Roman-catholkks, however, proceed upon other prin- 
ciples, and Teem to pay their greateft adoration to the mother, on 
the fuppofition that ilie maintains a maternal authority over her 
child ; and, as a female, will be more eafily won by flattery and 
prefents. Indeed this laft refledlion leems to have influenced the 
priefts of all countries, ages arid religions ; and richer oblations 
are not now offered to the chapel of Loretto, than thole that were 
formerly paid to the deities of Delos. 

You remember how this little ifland floated up and down thefe 
Teas, until, at the earnefl: requefl: of poor Latona, Neptune moored 
it betwixt Myconus and Rhenia, where it hath ever lince remained : 
nor have you forgot, I hope, how Hryflehton, fon ol Cecrops, flrll 
king of Athens, was inljrired by Apollo, to build that glorious 
edifice, wliich was lb famed throughout the world, that many fovc- 
reigns thought themleJves extremely happy in having contributed to 
its embcllilhmcnt. In a word, it was confidered as the birth place 
and chief refidcncc of the prophetic god ; no wonder then that it 
was adored and reforted to by all thofe who were under his influence 
and protedion ; that the ground was deemed facred, the ftrudures 
were magnificent, and that the contributions, levied from the 
votaries, were fuflicient to maintain the priefls in all the pomp of 
luxury and pride. Hence arofe thofe noble piles of antiquity, 
thofe animated ftatues, and breathing pidurcs, that decorated this 
hallowed fpot ; that were afterwards expofed to the blind zeal and 
fuperlfitious fury which prevailed in the firft ages of chriftianity, 
and afterwards totally ruined by the avarice and barbarity of I'urkifli 
conquerors- I refled upon thefe ravages with the Ipirit of a 
mafon, and bitterly curfe the efieds of ignorance, bigottry, and 
pricftcralt. 

The fabulous notion of this ifland's floating, may have been 
derived from its being moftly under water at the eruption of the 
Euxine fea, which is faid to have forced its paflage into the Thracian 
Bofphorus, and fwelled the Archipelago to a prodigious height, 
until it reached the ftreights of Gibraltar, formerly called Hercnlea ; 
and difeharged itfelf into the great ocean. In this fad, a variety 
of authors, naturalifts as well as geographers, agree ; but when it 
happened I know not : though it was a great while before the 
famous Argonautic expedition, which, if I am not miftaken, was 
finiflied about one thoufand two hundred and fifty years before 
the birth of Chrift : fo that this event 0ay, probably, fall in with 

the 




Delos. LETTER V. 113 

the time at which Apollo was born. Delos, we know, fignifies 
apparent, as if it had, at a certain period, emerged from the bottom 
of the lea. 

The port, which, as I have already oblerved, is about eight miles 
from Myconus, yields Ihelter only to fmall boats; but, ur.der 
Rematiari, any veflel may ride in lafety. All the houlcs, at lead, 
all that I law, have been paved with black and white molaic work. 
From the neighbourhood of the theatre, to a little port called 
Fourni, a good many pieces of pillars are erc( 3 ^cd along the Ihore ; 
thefe, by Ibme, are fuppofed to have flood in the fronts of houfes 
belonging to merchants, beeaufe of their being contiguous to die 
lea. This opinion was efpoufed by our lieutenant, who accom- 
panied me, and had been here before with Ibme Englifli gen’:’e- 
men; but I convinced him of his millake, by pointing out (lie 
irregularity of their polition, and Ihewing that, in fomc places, 
the earth had been dug to admit them without pedefta! or bale ; 
and that, in others, it had been call tip around them : (o that they 
muft have been let up as pofls for iecuring their gallics, by the 
Corfairs who formerly infe*fted thefe fcas, and made this their place 
of rendezvous. 

Rematiari is a barren rock, weft from the port of Delos, and 
was heretofore dedicated to Diana, under the name of I lccatc. 

Beyond this rock is Rhenia, now called Mcgalos-Dc los, or Great 
Delos, as the other is named Micros Delos, or Little Delos : it w is 
well inhabited while the other was in its glory ; and I am tcilJ, 
many noble ruins are ftill to be leen upon it; but, as the other had 
employed me from morning to night, and the wind became favour- 
able next day, I had not time to go on Ihore and gratify my 
curiolity. At prelcnt it has no human inhabitants exc pt two or 
three (liephcrds, who live upon it during the grafs feafon, and take 
care of the cattle belonging to the Myconites. 

Thus I have communicated all that I could learn, with any proba- 
bility of truth, concerning this illand, which once made fuch a figure 
in the world. Next morning, being the twenty firft day of November, 
we weighed anchor, and ftood away with a fouth fouth-eaft, wind 
and eafy werther, leaving Icaria upon our right: on the morning of the 
twv nty lecond, we found ourlelves off the city of Xio, anticntly Chius. 
The C 'Untry feems to be fertile, well inhabited, and is reckoned 
very rich ; the city is from three to four miles in length, but in 
ipme places draggling ; we left it with Agunto and Spolmentori, 
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the anticnt Hippi, upon the left ; and Pafargo upon the right. On 
the twenty third, in the morning, we doubled Capo Calaberno, or 
Argenum Promontorium, the wind being eaft fouth-caft, and. 
deferied Foggia Nuova upon the left hand. On the twenty fourth, 
about fun-fet, we paffed the caftle Sando Giacomo, which hath an 
half moon in front, with ten fegments of the half circle cut olF, 
and two fquare flankers, on each fide of the fquare part of the fort ; 
and there is a battlement on the top of the wall. 

Next day 1 arrived at Smyrna, in time enough to dine at the 
Britifti tavern, where 1 lodged during my flay in town, though I 
was obligingly invited by Mr. D’Acth and Mr. Lee, to make ufe of 
an apartment in their houfe. The favours of thefe gentlemen I fliall 
always remember with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude ; and I fliould- 
be guilty of an unpardonable omiffion, if I did not here acknow- 
ledge the honours that were done me by Samuel Crawley, cfquire, the 
Britifli conful ; and the Graaf Hochepied, conful for the Dutch : I 
ought alio to obferve, that I received uncommon civilities from 
meflleurs James and Daniel Tremeaux, two Dutch gentlemen ; Mr. 
Boddington, and the reverend Mr. Burdette : I moreover became 
very well acquainted with Mr. Nicholfon Lee, Mr. Richard Mufter, 
Mr. Richard Dobbs, Mr. David Vanlenep, and Mr. Abraham Bcl- 
camp, who were extremely obliging. Thefe gentlemen live to- 
gether in the utmoft harmony, and were always fo kind as to admit 
me into their parties, whether in town or country ; nay, their horfes 
were at my command : fuch benevolence to an abfolute ftranger, 
with whom they had not the leaft connexion, is a manifeft proof of 
that amiable difpofition which all of them polTefled : in a word, I 
was as happy in this fociety, as any one, in my fituation, could have 
rcafonably wiflied to be; and, if ever I forget their favours, I muft 
be an ungrateful wretch. An epithet which, of all others, I would 
not willingly incur. 

The country is agreeable, and finely diverfified with hill and 
dale. On our way to Sedecui, a country houfe belonging to 
meflieurs D*Aeth and Lee, I obferved, over the river Meles, on the 
banks of which Homer is faid to have been born, an ancient aquse- 
duft at fome diftance, which I exprefled a defire of feeing ; but, as 
it was late, wai obliged to rein my curiofity until our return to 
town, when I had an opportunity of vifiting and making a drawing 
of it ; as alfo of another that flands at a little diflance : and here 
they are at your fcrvicc. 


5 


The 



Smjrrmft E T T E R v. 115 

pf eighteen irregular arches, there being three 
tii9 Ultth^cfSSb^er^ It is an. open caft of fifteen inches, and each 
06. tbtSiCQnduit i§ one foot thick; this was too narrow, 
t])e for my mcafuring it in my boots, fo that I 

•eitt^ionly but, as I have what they call a 

^cadeflXi^n will venture to fay, that the length from hill to 
h^ ^tend%.^fcl<^^ three hundred and fifty feet; and, that the height 
acctotints, tp iey^tyv A little way above this work, over the fame 
rivet^. is. ^nothe;} a^us^dudb, which is more modern, and feems to be 
an imitation of ^Ig^pther : it confifts of two rows of arches, feven 
above ^d- two be)ow, fomewhat more regular than thofe of the 
other; it may extend: about two hundred feet from hill to hill, and 
be about lixty feet high. Thefe lie foiith fouth-eaft of the town ; 
fi’omt thenep: wC; let out in our return in a vvefterly diredion, then 
went round the north fide of a large hill, on which the caftlc 
and.^ ip thh road to town, we traced, very diftindly, a 
noble Roman caufevt^ay ; which, in Ibmc places, was entirely per- 
being: pompoftd of huge bluifii Hones, cut and laid Jozengc- 
wifc, I fiioidd have told you that, from the river, a confiderable 
Y^ay eafiwardj tun the ruins of a wall, which, pollibly, may have 
bieefian aquaidud > but this I will not alTert for truth ; and, indeed, 
it is but pf little importance to know what it has been ; for, 
from the Terrains, it plainly appears, that there never was grandeur, 
tafie,. or much utility in the ftrudure. 

The unhappy fate of Mr. ICerman, a Swedifli gentleman, who 
was murdered near thh town laft fummer, by banditti, had rendered 
all the Franks (that is, the European Chriftians not fubjed to the 
Turk) extremely cautious; lb that none of them had ventured to 
go out pf town without a numerous attendance, until my arrival ; 
when Mr, Richard Lee was lb good as to accompany me to the top 
of the Hill and the environs. 

The caftle has been a great irregular fort, faid to be built, or 
rather rebuilt, by John Ducas ; the foundation, in fome parts, has 
the face of antiquity, but the remains of the citadel (if fo it may 
be called) leave no room to d.oubt of its being very ancient. It was 
£icred to Jupiter who, you know, had all the high places 

under his care and protedion : on the caft north-eaft fide has been a 
greut arched gate, fiipported by Iquared Corinthian pillars, the 
capitals of which remain in the- walls, tboygh much defaced, and 
the Ibafts are taken away ; above each is an eagle intagliato, with a 
nimbus or glory^ round its head* Some gentlemen conclude they 

are 
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are not antique, bccaufe not in relievo : but this, I conceive, is no 
conclufive argument, becaufe 1 have feen figures in this manner, the 
antiquity of which was not at all diiputcd ; though this method, I 
own, did not appear until after the feat of empire was removed. 
The ft ones on which they are cut, arc of the fame kind with thole 
of the capitals and gate, and have all the appearance of the lame 
age, fo tliat I am quite convinced of their being antique; but that 
the whole is in the degenerate ftile will appear from the drawing. 
Over the arch is a Greek infeription, but lo high that I could not 
read it from the ground, and I had no convenience to approach 
nearer. The gate is now bui’t up lb as to be reduced to a fmall 
Iquarc with a common architrave and fupporters. 

They have built into the wall, at the lide of the north gate, a 
female buft, of a coloirian fize, which, they fay, reprelents the 
Amazon called Smyrna, from whom the town derived its name. 
It is very nujch defaced, the no/e being broken off, and the eyes 
and lips quite demoii/hed, in con/equence of Turkilli barbarity and 
fupcrftition, to which all ftatues are expoled. It may have been 
intended as a figure of that lady ; but, furely, thole people are 
very hardy who affert it from no better authority than its prelent 
appearance. There are no medals or images of this amazon, with 
which the figure in queftion could be compared ; or, if there were, 

I am fure no man could find out any relemblance. That it was 
deligncd for a female, plainly appears ; but whether a fury or an 
angel, I was fo little able to determine, that I did not even take the' 
pains to make a Iketch of it for my own fatisfadtion. 

\^’ithin the caftlc are vaulted eifterns in leveral places ; at one 
particular part is a cluftcr of twenty five, in a Iquare of five by five, 
wliich feem to have been repaired in modem times; and, I am w'ell 
alUired, there was a fubterranean paffage from the caftle to the 
town. 

On a ftone of whiti/b marble, which has bt en a Iquare of about two 
feet, though now broken, part of the goat’s head and fifh’s body, be- 
longing to a cliimsera, are very frefh and entire, and thus it appears. 
Here, likewife, you have the ichnographical plan of the temple of 
Janus, which ftands upon the lame hill, at a little diftance from the 
; the pillars in the front being taken away, it is not worth while 
to draw the elevation It has all the appearance of being antique ; 
but, in my opinion, no part of it favours the notion of thole who 
call it the OMHPAION or Temple dedicated to Homer; or of others 
4 who 
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who fay it was a public library in Homer’s dnys, cor.imon’y called 
Homer’s fchool. Perhaps he might have taught in the portico, as a 
Peripatetic, or rather repeated his verfes, like our Highland Shana- 
chiesor bards ; but I never heard that there were public libraries in 
his days. The nich, in the back wall, may poiribly have been the 
place (as fome people imagine) where the ftatue'of the god ftood ; 
•though I rather incline to think the deity was placed in the center, 
becaufe, in the nich, there is no room for fuch a ftatue as that by 
which he was ufually repreiented. The wall is no more than four 
feet thick, the whole fabric is fifty by twenty feven feet, within the 
walls, the tem|>Je fixtecn by twenty feven, the cloifters (if I may be 
allowed that exprellion) thiitcen by twenty feven, the doors of them 
being three feet and an halt in width ; the windows three, and the 
entrance ten feet : what favours this fuppofition, is fbmc new work 
that feemstobe about the nich, as if it had been built up. Now, 
as you know the temple of Janus had generally two doors, one of 
them may have been fliut up by later inhabitants ; for, not long ago, 
it was pofiefTed by people who farmed the hill and adjacent ground. 

This temple ftands upon the weft fide of the hill ; a little farther 
are the veftiges of a very noble circus, from whence the late vificr 
furnifhed himfelf with ftones to build a great ban, or kaine, for 
the convenience of travelling-merchants. Such intis arc, doubtlefs, 
of great ufe ; but there was ftone enough in the hill for a thoufand 
of thefe fabric?, and I would almoft as foon have feen him broke 
upon the wheel, as one of the ftones belonging to the circus re- 
moved. It has been hollowed out of the mountain, and is five 
hundred and forty feet in length ; the crofs diameter of the fweep 
amounts to two hundred eighty eight feet, that is, one hundred and 
twenty feet in the middle, and eighty four on each fide for the 
feats: the entrance I could not diftinguifh, fo that I cannot inform 
you of its width. I have marked it at random, though it was not 
to be feen j and, I fancy, this will be the fate of the whole in a 
few years : perhaps, even now the laft remains of it are removed. 
The fide which is fquared off, is one hundred thirty five feet in 
length, and the walls which, on the north fide, were vaulted for 
keeping the wild beafts, are ten feet in the parts that remain. 

About eight miles from the town, weft fbuth-weft, are to be feen 
old ruins on the fide of the river Elidgia, faid to have been the 
therms or baths, facred to Diana. This report 1 Ihall not pretend 
to contradi<ft ; t^iough, at prefent, nothing of the antique is to be 
feen but the fragment of one fide of an arch, which hath been 
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thrown ncrofs the river, together with fomc foundations, from which 
nothing politive can be learned ; there is a modern vault and bafhn, 
into which both hot and cold water is conveyed by pipes ; in the 
middle of the river both thefc fprings bubble up; but, wlien I tvas 
there, they were not difcernable, bccaufe the river was fwclletl by 
the rains. A temple of Apollo is likewife faid to have been in this 
neighbourhood, but not one veflige of it is to be ol)rcrved. In all* 
probability, fome noble ftbric hath Aood not far off ; for, about a 
mile from hence, in a common burying ground, a great many large 
fragments of hne pillars arc erefted at the ends of the graves ; and, 
as the perfons tliere interred were mean people, it is not to be fup- 
pofed, that their relations would be at the cxpence of carrying 
thither thole large flones from any confiderable diftance. 

One d-iy, Mr. D’Aeih and Mr. Lee being informed that the 
fiimous Pacha Egen mamet, who, in quality of feiafleicr, had not 
long ago obtained a vi<51ory over the Germans, was to make his 
entry into town, they were fo kind ns to calf and carry me along 
with them to fee this rarcclhow. I had heard and read fo much of 
the 'Furkilh pomp and grandeur, that 1 expected to behold fome- 
thing more magnificent and fuperb than any procefiion of which I 
had been an eye-witnefs; but no order, decency, talle, or any thing 
truly grand appeared, 

Eirft, a parcel of raggam tiffins moved confufedly along ; then a 
mixture or mob of baggage, mules, and horfes, with a fcwill-cloathcd, 
party-coloured fpahi ; for neither horfe nor foot are uniform in their 
dref:, and tlieir horfes are of various fize and colour : fome ftand- 
ards and officers of diftindion appeared here and there in the crowd : 
then came our Smyrna muflalem or governor, followed by our 
ferdar or commandant: at fome confiderable diftance from this laff, 
rode our cadi, or judge in criminal matters ; after him moved the 
fen ants and fumpter-horfes, poorly caparifbned ; and, I may 
venture to fay, that there were not three fine horfes in the whole 
cavalcade : a couple of tu, or horfc-tails, preceded the pacha, with 
fome fie, or meffengers, who proclaimed his comingy and pronounced 
a prayer for his fuccefs in all his undertakings ; fome dirty fellows, 
called kickge, in leathern coats, carrying water- buckets, graced 
theentiy; and, indeed, they were the only perfons drefled in 
charadgr. At length his old withered phifiognomy appeared, in the 
midil of eight Utirdy footmen, four ‘being on each fide, cloathed in 
icarlet. Thcfe, if youplcafe, weihall call bcef-eatps^ asf they bstd 

not 
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not the air of being ftarvcd : and three others, on crtch fide, in- 
differently drefled, walked with their hands upon his liorfc. 

Next to his excellency rode his fircatibe, or fecretary, who was 
likewile attended by fome fort of guard, and four fellows with 
their hands on his horfe. Then advanced their niufic, thoiuTh 
■ never was word fo mifapplied : from the fcrecching of an owl, ihc 
braying of an afs, the lowing of a camel, or the catcrwawling of 
a cat, fome mufical notes may pofTibly be extraded : but notliing 
more hideous can be conceived than the horrid founds of their in- 
ftruments, efpecially as they were compounded. Thefe conlifted 
of a zurnau or pipe, about eighteen inches in length, fwclled' to- 
wards the extremity ; nagara, or little kettle-drums, no larger tiian a 
common pewter-plate ; brafs plates, which they call zel, or cymbals, 
which a fellow gingled together ; a burie, being an ugly imitation 
of a trumpet; and downie, or large drums, of which the per- 
formers beat the heads with a little fhort club, having a great round 
knob at the end, at the fame time they tickled the bottom with a 
long fmall flick. Thefe noify companions were followed by a fort 
of horfe-litter, fopha or tartaravan, in which fat the pacha’s young 
fon, a pretty little boy ; at lafl, the proccflion was clofed by ten or 
a dozen people, fecmingly officers of diflindion, who were attended 
by anoi her party of the mobbifh horfemen. In ffiort, about one 
hundred baggage horfes, twenty fumpter horfes, in all from feven 
to eight hundred, compofed the cavalcade, which was, indeed, the 
moft extraordinary fight I had ever feen. Any perfon might have 
obferved a pitiful effort towards pomp and regularity, while a 
paultry meannefs and ffiameful confufion appeared through the 
whole ; fo that it looked like a mock pageantry, rather than a pnratle 
of ftate. I am pleafed, however, that I faw the proceffion ; which 
confirms me in the opinion, that travellers, generally, exaggerate 
in recounting what they have feen abroad, and endeavour by hyber- 
boles to captivate the admiration of thofe who flay at home, in or- 
der to inhance the merit of their own peregrinations. 

Graaf Hochepied has a very pretty colled:ion of medals, lares, 
and other antique curiofities, which he was fo good as to fubmit to 
my examination. 

The town is beautifully fituated in the fweep of a bay, fome 
part of it being upon a plain,’ but by far the greateft part rifing 
upon the fwell of the hill where the caffle (lands. It is populous, 
but not at all J^andfome: for the ftreets are fo narrow 4iey fearce 

deferve 
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defer VC the appellation of lanes, as dirty at all times as kenne’s, 
and fo crowded, where the burinefs of the Franks is carried on, 
that one cannot pafs without great difEculty. But the hay is very 
Ipacious, and forms an admirable natural harbour, where an infinite 
number of fhips may ride in fafety, if their ground tack'C be good : 
the only inc ir/cnicncc that attends it is, that all the goods muft be 
lliipped and landed by lighters ; for there is no fueh thi ig as a key • 
or wharf for fliipping in 'Furkey ; thoupli here, I am line, they 
might be eafdy built. I'lic drauglit I fend you, is taken from one 
that is reckoned very exadl. 

As there is not one fpot of ground which can be ufed as a walk, 
th.c Englilh and Dutch gentlemen have no pleafure but within 
door-, iinlefi wJicn they can End leifure to fpend a day in hunting. 
A game at cards in the evening, and a chearful glafs alter fupper, 
are their chief amufements : tliough, at this carnival feafon, they 
have an afiemhiy, upon which (as it is in its infancy) it would be 
cruel to crhieilc, feeing ihe ladies are all natives of the country, 
where gallantry and true politcnels are but little known. One lady 
rules the whole, tlroiigh there is another much more capable of 
prefiding, would her modefty allow her to affume the dircdlion, 

Mr. Con fill Crawley did me the honour to introduce me on the 
firft night of this aflembly, and, as I had formed a lodge of free 
mafons in the place, the ladies had conceived ftrange notions of my 
chara<ll:er ; for I had been repreleiited to them, by fome prieB, as 
a conjurer of the firft magnitude, who had the devil at my com- 
mand, and raifed the dead by my diabolical incantations. Thcle 
tvriib'le prepofTcflions, inftead of frightning them, had only ferved 
to raife their curiofity : and, when I entered the room, they fur- 
veyed me with truly female attention : after they had fliiisfied their 
eyes with a mofl minute examination, they feemed to think I did 
not differ much from the other children of Adam, and became fb 
familiar to my appearance, that one of the number was hardy 
enough todefire me to dance with her; and, as fhe elcaped without 
danger, I was afterwards challenged by a pretty little blooming 
creature, with whom I walked feven minuets during the courfe of 
the evening. 

As I have mentioned the lodge of free mafons, I cannot help 
congratulating myftlf upon the opportunity I had of making fo 
many worthy brethren in this place, ai)d of forming the only lodge 
that is in the Levant : but my joy is ftill the greater, When I reflect 
that all the members are gentlemen of amiable cnafaders, and 

muff 
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muft reciprocally refled and receive honour in their aflbciation with 
the fociety of free and accepted rnafons. The lodge of Drummond 
Kilwining> from Greenock, has reafon to be proud of this her firft 
daughter ; and, I alTurc you, I am not a little vain of being the 
father of fuch a flock. 

For ages paft, a favage race 
O erfpread thefc Afian plains, 

All nature wore a gloomy face, 

And penflve mov’d the fwains. 

But now Brittannia’s gen rous fans 
A glorious lodge have rais’d, 

Near the fam’d banks where Melcs runs, 

And Homer’s cattle graz’d ; 

The bri’ry wilds to groves are chang’d. 

With orange trees around. 

And fragrant lemons fairly rang’d, 

‘O’erfhade the blifsful ground. 

Approving Phoebus fhines more bright, 

The flow’ra appear more gay, 

New objeds rife to pleafe the light 
With each revolving day. 

While fafe within the facred walls, 

Where heav’nly friendlhip reigns, 

The jovial mafons hear the calls 
Of all the needy fwains. 

Their gen’rous aid, with chcarful foulj 
They grant to thole who fue j 
And while the fparkling glaflcs roll, 

Their fmiling joys renew. 

Forgive this crude performance! with which X clofe my account 
of Smyrna; for j muft- now ^arry you to fea, where I met with 
feme adventures which bad very ferious and unforefeen eonfe- 
quences, . , ^ 

Captain Willoughby cpminan^^ of the Ihip Thames, 

which carried twenty guhl p| & fbot, four of^ a 

calibre, four fwivels, and , one hundred mepi 49 ^ 
manlier, confented to my teingh^ a,ipie9j? .Qf 

condefeeufioh i i 
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worthier man has not being; nor did a finer veffel ever fwim: 
befidfs, I was bleflcd with the company of my valuable friend Will 
Rufiel, which was a treafure in itlelf. 

We failed on the eighteenth of January, which, by the bye, is 
my birth-day, about four in the morning, the wind being north 
north- eafi, and that fame evening doubled Cape Calaberno ; on 
the twentieth we left Zio and Myconus on the left, and next day 
pafled between Stanchio, or Cos, and the main, Stanchio being . 
upon the ftarboard. The town of that illand ftands upon a plain, 
and is pretty large; through a glals I obferved a great many 
mofqucs and kiofks, which laft are fummer-houfes, or rather belle- 
vidercs ; and, about the middle of it, I was defired to reconnoitre 
an huge tree, the branches of which, I am told, are fupported 
by thirty eight flone pillars, and are extenfive enough to fhade 
five or fix hundred men. In the evening we palled the fiimous 
illand of Rhodes, the Pelagia of the ancients, where I wilhed to 
have been on Ibore, becaule it was the feene of great events ; and 
it really had an inviting appearance. As we palled it early on the 
twenty Iccond, about fix leagues off Caftro Rofib, we law a Ihip 
a-hcad, which was light and hoifted French colours. 

A fafe and expeditious voyage was the chief aim of the captain, 
who had a very valuable cargo on board, and did not much regard 
his own private advantage : he therefore wifely refolvcd to proceed 
on his voyage without fpcaking to her ; but a crew polTellcd of the 
power of privateering, will not willingly let flip fuch an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining prize-money or plunder; they, accordingly, 
entreated the captain to give chace, and he gently declined their 
requeft ; oblerving, that the French-man mufl be of little value ; 
and, that her being taken would alarm the coaft to fijeh a degree, 
that all the reft of the enemy s fliips would continue in port until 
he Ihould have left thele feas. A good many were convinced by 
this reprefentation ; but the captain underflanding that others mur- 
mured againfl his condud;, he thought proper to ffop|t 2 ]^ir mouths, 
by ordering the Ihip to be made dear and put abput ; then we com- 
plimented the French with Ibti)^ of our fiigar- plumbs, and belbre 
noon Ihe ilruck. Mr. Downes our lieutenant; and Mr. Ruflel 
were lent on board of the priise; and 1 accompanied them in this 
expedition. The lieutenant, ^ in conlequence of the humane in- 
ftruftions he received from idle capta^ which were altogether 
agreeable to his own dilpofition, kept die ftrideff ^ye upon our 
men} fo that none of the prilbners were hurt or iU uied. Mr. 

Ruflel 
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Ruflel and I looked into the captain’s papers^ of which we took 
pofleflion, together with a fum of money. Every thing of value 
belonging to the captain and his brother was put up in their chefts, 
that . they might be preferved from the pillaging hands of the 
failors : the gentlemen we carried on board, a ranfom was agreed 
upon, and every thing fetled before night, and the captain’s brother 
left as hoftage. Every ftep was taken by captain Marchant with 
filch generofity and compalfion, even while he aded faithfully for 
the intereft of all concerned in the capture, that the unfortunate 
prifoner, with tears in his eyes, begged I would make his acknow- 
ledgments to him in the moft grateful terms. There was fomething 
pathetic in the parting of the brothers, but the younger had not 
been two days on board, when he exprefled his furprize at his own 
folly, in imagining he could be ill treated by the Englifli, who 
were fo remarkable for their generofity and gootlnefs. The maflcr’s 
name was John Henry Paul : but the vefTel we were forry to find in 
ballad ; fhe had eight carriage guns, and was called L’ Invincible 
de Marfeilles ; which you will be apt to think was, an appellation 
equally arrogant and ridiculous* 

On the thirty-fird we entered fhe bay of Alexandretta, of which 
I fend you a drawing, having made the pafTage between the coad 
of Carimania and Cyprus, and before night we anchored in the 
road. This town, which does not contain above one hundred and 
fifty people, is fo wretched and vile as to be unworthy of notice, 
were it not the marine or port of Aleppo, from which, however, 
it dands at the didance of feventy or fourfeore miles. It is ex- 
tremely unwholefome, in confequence of the marfhes that furround 
i||[i though thefe might be drained in one fummer, and converted 
in8> charming fields, could any mortal be fecured in the property 
for a reafonable number of years, after he fhould have laid out his 
mon^ : but from brutes the adions of men are not to be expeded. 

About four miles to the northward of this place, we find what 
are commonly dilled the pillars of Jonas, from a tradition that here 
he was cadon'fhore. Be that as it may, they are not pillars, but 
fragments of the gateway, beloi^ing to a fquare^ tower of marble, 
the two ends of which cOt^itote the whole of thefe ruins. Each 
dde is twenty eight feet ioyi^h, and ten feet broad; the north 
fide hat^feventeen rows of 4^es, two feet broad ; the other has 
thirteen rows, ^ the fame 4tmenfi6n5 : fo that one is about thir^ 
four and the about twenty f^ ^t high, and the gate twenty 
fset wide : thel^i tOdie tower e6ofe, bay^ been in the fotith>dnd, 

and 
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and a pit in the middle, which hath poflibly been (iipplied with 
water from a ciftern near it; but no veftige of any other building is 
to be fren. I could fcarce prevail upon myfelf to make a drawing 
of it; which, however, I lend you, purely on account of its 
and from hence you may judge of that impropriety which 


name 


is fo confpicuous in the conjectures of mankind. 

Almoft Ibuth from the town, at the diftance of two miles, is a 
noble Ipring, at the head of a fine plain ; where, they tell you, 
Jacob watered and fed his flocks, while he Iheltered himfelf from 
the hot piercing rays of the fun, in a cave very near the fountain ; 
which, to this day, is called Jacob’s well. 

At a little diftance from hence, is a Iquare caftle, faid to be built 
by Scanderbeg : neither man nor horle can approach it until the 
fummer hath dried up the bogs. And, not far from this fortification, 
is another built by Geoflrey of Bouillon, a very extraordinary piece 
of military architecture. It is a regular oClagon, with feven baftions 
pn the fides, and a gateway in front. The walls arc eleven feet in 
threknefi, and twelve in Jieight; the diameter of the fpace within 
them amounting to one hundred and ten yards. As you enter and 
turn to the right, you find the fiift and fccond baftions in the form 
of an hexagon, each fide of which extends fifteen feet ; the third 
is round, the fourth fquarc, the fifth round, the fixth Iquare, and 
the feventh an hexagon : the angles of the front are rounded ofl', 
the gateway, or tower, is in breadth fifty four feet, thirty feet deep 
over the walls, the arch of the gate fourteen feet broad, twenty feet 
high, the gate being ten feet l.road and fourteen feet high. Some 
people think tlie walls have been no higher than they are at preiMt^ 
but I am of a different opinion. Above the gateway there feenyto 
have been a tower, and the whole is of ftone, well wrought : but 
this caftle has no embrafurcs for cannon, which were not known 
when it was built: it is, however, provided with feiffures for the 
ufe of arrows, 

, J-. ■ ^ • .4. ■ . ■ 

I had. a great inclination to-, vifit Antioch and Aleppo, but was 
dilcouraged by the tedious of travelling ; a day’s journey 

never exceeding thirty miles, thdugh one muft' be on horfeback 
from the rifing to the fetting of the fun: i therefore, afraid 
the {hip would fiiil before 1 could return ; that the only daeeurfion 
1 made was to Bylan, a village' about or a dozen miks from 
Alexandretta, exhibiting the moft romahfic appearance I ever 
beheld. It is chiefly built in the free of an high mounitain^ ^thou^ 
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Ibme houies are fcen upon a few little hills, in the middle of the 
hollow. All the tops of the houfes, in thefe eaftern countries j 
being flat, and the hill reclining fo as to reprelent them one above 
another, they looked like fo many terraced lodges in regular rows ; 
or, if you pleafe, like hanging terraces : while a number of fpouts 
and cafeades, interfperfed with trees, regale the eye with as much 
wildnefs of beauty as 1 have yet fecn in Alia. Indeed this view fur- 
prifes as well as delights the traveller, upon whofe light it rufhes all 
at once, the road by which he enters the village being cut through 
one of the impending rocks. The inhabitants are a fet of Higli- 
landers, called Gurdinsj and were once a conliderabic pco!)le 3 , 
governed by their own fovereigns, who polTefled cxtcnfivc domini- 
ons; but they are, at prefent, a fociety of thieves and banditti. 
I hope, notwithftanding the affinity of founds, that wc do not owe 
to this flock a certain powerful clan of our own country. In our 
way to this place, we met a caravan of two hundred and feventy- 
one camels, which, 1 thought, was a furpriflng number, as they 
moved in one chain ; but, in other places, upon certain occalions, 
fbme thoufands are to be feen. 

On the ninth of February we failed from Alexandretta, or 
Scanderoon; and, in our paflage to Tripoli in Syria, took two 
French fhips, the St. Francis, captain Jofeph Giraud, carrying 
eight guns and feventeen men ; and the St. Jean L* Evangeliftc, 
captain Simon Paul, mounting ten guns with eighteen men ; both 
loaded with rice, coffee, &c, from Damiata to Pyas. That you 
may have Ibmc notion of the Turkifh honefly and policy, together 
^ith the chicanery and addrefs of the French, I fhall communicate 
a particular detail of the confequences which attended this capture. 

At Scanderoon we received certain information that a veflel was 
daily cxpedled from Marfeilles with cloth, which might be worth 
imux thirty to fifty thouiand pounds; for this prize our leamen kept 
a ihkrp look-out, and, on the morning of the tenth, at fome 
diflance from Capo Porco, we difeovered a fail, gave chace, and 
when we took her, found flie was loaded with the goods I have 
mentioned ; and, that her cargo was on Turkifh account. Next 
morning, the other appeared in the offing ; and, as we fuppofed 
her to be the cloth ffiip of twenty guns and feventy men, the 
captain gave the neceflary orders for chacing, and we prepared for 
sui obflinate engagement : the crew obeyed with all imaginable 
alacri^, but we foon found our way flopt by a fudden calm, 
while the chace flood to the fouthward with a frefh galpj and ran us 
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alrnod out of fight in two hours ; at length, a breeze Ipringing up, 
we gained upon her in fuch a manner, as to be within cannon (hot 
about fun-fet, wlien we hoifted Britifli colours and faluted her witk 
fomc guns ; file returned the compliment under French colours, 
but the diftance was fo great that none of her (hot took place. 
Some people on board of our fhip were fo eager as to defire we 
might forthwith begin the engagement ; but, in confequence of the 
captain’s prudent remonftrances, we declined a night battle j and 
kept company with her until next morning, when, as foon as it 
was day, we came up under her Bern, and with a broad-fide, 
raked her fore and aft : fiie clapt the helm hard a fiarboard, and 
treated us with the fame falutation ; but her crew refufing to obey 
their captain in continuing the fight, the colours were firuck in a 
very little time. 

Thus far every thing fucceeded to our wi£h ; but our fanguine 
hopes were grievoufiy dilappointed. We had been told that the 
grand fignior, a confiderable time ago, had given a manifefio to his 
officers (for no fuch thing was ever publiffied or intimated to any 
foreign miniftcr) in which he claims the fignorie, or dominion 
of tlic Levant, from the weft fide of the Morea to that part of the 
Barbary coaft, fouth, or immediately oppofite to it ; and declares, 
that the fiibjcds of any prince, committing hoftilities, or moleft- 
ing the trade within thefe feas, muft look to the confoquences. 
About fix months ago, it was affirmed at Smyrna, that this kind 
of neutrality was renounced ; and, that the grand fignior s fubjedts 
were forbid to load their goods in Britifli or French bottoms, left 
they fliould lofo them by the chance of war. What confirmed the 
truth of this report, was, that immediately after it was fpread, the 
French took an Englifh vcflci, commanded by captain Rook, juft as 
flie came out of the port of Stanchio, received the freight for the 
goods belonging to the J’urks, and fold the reft, with the veftel^ at 
Alexandria, without any oppofition from the officers of the'grand 
fignior. Befides this inftance of their unjuft partiality, a Britifli 
privateer, called the Antelope, commanded by captain Young, 
having put into Smyrna to refit, the French mufterc^ up all their 
forces on board of a large veflel, which lay in wait for her, ran her 
on fliore, after a gallant and obftinate refiftance,: near St. Giacomo’s 
caftle, and ftripped her of all that could be carried away : our con* 
ful exerted himfolf on this occafion to no purpofe, and I have reafon 
to believe, that a fruitlefs application was likewife made at Con* 
ftantinople, where the Britifli* remonftranoea were andcipa^^^l^ 
French eloquence and corruption. Though we were oonvllki^d 
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that we could fell the prize, and receive the freight from the 
cuftomers at Tripoli, though the (hips were bound to Pyas, be- 
caufe every farmer of the revenue is hungry and g ipes* for the duties, 
which are fo much clear gain ; I (ay, notwithiia riding thefe con- 
fiderations, as our captain thought it would be for the intercM of 
his owners and freighters, to free himfelf from all incumbrances as 
foon as poflible, he fet on foot a treaty of ranfom with the French 
captains, which, however, did not take effed:. 

Gn the thirteenth, upon our arrival at Tripoli, the captain went on 
Ihore, and, when he returned, told me all was well ; that the freight 
would be paid, that the cuftomer would take the rice, coffee, Sc. 
ofF his hands, and that he would be permitted to difpofe of the 
vefTel to the beft advantage. But, next day, when Mr. Ruffcl and 
I accompanied captain Marchant on fhore, wc were, uncxpc<fl;cdly, 
put in arreft. Mr. Conful *Carew talked to the muflalcnfs kaya, or 
deputy, and the aga, with equal judgment and fj>irit upon this 
unprecedented outrage ; but they were rendered deaf to all his 
reinonftrances, by the all-perfuafive gold of the French ; in coii' 
fequenceof which, they produced, and infifted upon the manifcfto; 
which, otherwife, would never have been heard of: a circumftance 
which plainly proves, that this command of the grand fignior had 
been procured by the French ambaffador, in order to be produced 
on fuch an emergency. 

Our arreft was accordingly agreed upon in the divan ; and this 
refolution could not be altered until they ftiould receive orders from 
. the pacha, who, at that time, happened to be at Latachia, for- 
merly called Laodicea. An exprefs was immediately fent to him 
by land, and Mr. Carew fent another to Mr. Edward Purnell, who 
is Britifli conful at that place, giving him power not only to reftore 
their fliips and cargoes, but allb to make a prefent to the pacha to the 
amoiint of fixty-two pounds ten (hillings, with a view of being 
di^tched immediately; becaule the charge of detention would 
very fiJon extseed the value of the prize. On the fifteenth, other 
letters, of the fame import, were difpatched for Mr. Purnell, by 
fea, left the perfon who went by htnd (liould meet with any acci- 
dent. On the feventeenth, ih the evenii^ thd boat returned with 
letters to the conful and c^q^nF gi^ng them ta uiiderftand that 
we were ^obe releafed ; and the (hips, with one half of the fi’cight* 
delivered to the captain: but, as the mulTalcm's exprefs was not yet 
rethmed, . Hb'^efe iliforttCe^>1lhat F rencH Diogbmi^ had 
fet ottt fo L^lf^ai widi fol poWfolRifbrfo the padharfiWitk mkf 
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thouland pounds, to detain captain Marchant^ and put the French in 
polTeflion of the fhips and cargoes ; it was thought proper to 
detach another boat the next morning, with letters impowering Mr. 
Purnell to go what lengths he fhould judge necefl&ry, for obtain- 
ing the captain’s liberty ; for, by this time, we had reafon to be- 
lieve the French wanted to procraftinate his discharge, until they 
could collect their whole ftrength from different ports, in order to 
attack the Thames at fea. Upon the twentieth, the pacha’s letters 
were intimated to the cpnful, containing orders to let us all at 
liberty, provided the fhips and their cargoes fhould be put into the 
hands of the muflalem, until the pleafure of the porte fhould be 
known, and the conful give fecurity that the captain fhould appear 
at Conftantinople when required. Thefe conditions were immedi- 
ately fulfilled : but the French, in order to embarrafs the captain, 
prevailed upon the muflalem to demand that the two French cap- 
tains fhould be let at liberty, and every thing which had been t^keti 
from the meaneft failor returned, before he fhould be permitted 
to go on board. There was fomething extremely infblent and 
unjuft in this abfurd requifition. Could any captain poffibly 
anfwcr for every trifle which his men had taken as plunder ? Or 
what title had this ruffian to afk what was not mentioned in the 
order of' his fuperior ? If any thing was embezzled, had not the 
pacha fufficient fecurity ? Indeed, I blufhed to fee their inventory. 
But, above all other confiderations, could any thing be more par- 
tial or unjuft, than to demand the liberty of two perfons who were 
fairly made prifoners of war, while the captor himfelf was detained 
in cuftody in a country at peace with his fovercign ; though, far 
from having done any thing to provoke fuch ufage, he had delivered 
the Turkifh goods fafe and entire at Tripoli, when he might have 
obliged the owners to go in queft of them to Britain. To this un- 
reafbnable demand, the conful made anfwer, that, if the muflalem 
did .not chufe to obey the pacha’s order, he infifted upojn the 
fecurity *s being returned, and then he would take another courfc* In 
confequence of this refolute behaviour, we werefet at liberty, af%the 
French prilbneiishad been examined, in prefence of the ngai^alem, and 
owned that they had received the moft generous treatment from the 
captain and all his officers. How the freight and value of the fhips 
may turn to account, time only can difeover ; but, in my opinion, 
captain Marchant aded with the moA commendable caution in 
every circumftance of the tianiaAion. 

1 had like to have forgpt to4ell you, that, after the affair was 
compromi^i Mr. Pomell wrote to Mr. Carew, ^ that the 

French 
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French Drugoman, among other falfe infinuations, had told the 
paclia, tliat the Turkifh [)aflengers were barbaroufty treated, and 
robbed of feveral things of value. 'Ehis information naturally 
chagrined, and might Jiave induced him to embrace their pxopofals, 
had not all the Turks arrived that fame evening at Latachia, ind 
been, at the defire of Mr. Purnell, examined belorc the pacha, to 
whom they declared, that they had not loft the value of a paree; 
and that their own parents could not have ufed them with more 
tendernefs than they experienced from captain Marclmnt. The 
remembrance of this tranfadlion, in confequcnce of which, I was 
nine days confined in the conful’s honfe, fills me with indignation 
againft the perfidy of the French, and the fliamefnl corruption of 
the Turkifh officers ; for, exclufive of the grand ncgociation, the 
captain was obliged to bribe, and make concellions, which, though 
his fituation demanded them, will be an eternal blot upon the Britilh 
nation, if proper faJsfadion is not infifted upon, and obtained at 
the Porte. 

The miniftry have been blamed for being ncglecftful of the Levant 
trade ; with what juftice I ffiall not pretend to determine : poffibly 
the company, and their officers abroad, may not be altogether free 
from cenfure; but, certainly, the trade merits attention, if for no 
other reafon, at leaft for this, that it maintains above one hundred 
thoufand people. By the company’s charter, they are obliged, in 
confideration of their exclufive privilege, to fupport the expcnce of 
an embaftador at the Porte, together with confuls and other officers, 
in different places of the Ottoman empire : for which purpofe, the 
laws have authorifed them to levy certain duties or fubfidies upon 
all commodities loaded or difeharged either at home or abroad ; but 
I cannot find they are bound to maintain the honour of the Britiffi 
nation, by chaftifing the infolence of fome corrupt officers belong- 
ing to a prince who is ignorant of the police of his own or any 
other country, and fupinely negligent of every thing but what im- 
mediately conduces to the gratification of his effeminate appetites. 

It is, indeed, the bulinefs of the company to reprefent fuch 
outrages to the government, which ought to procure proper redrefs. 
The memorial might be figned by the governor? deputy-governor, 
and every individual member, in order to give it more weight ; and, 
inftead of being laid before a board of admiralty, or of trader -or 
even delivered to a minifter, it ought to be carried to the fountain- 
head at once ; where it would doubtle^ meet with due liqgard.' 
His majefty’s royal indignation would be kindled againft the authors 

LI of 
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of theinfult; anti lie would foon make thofe barbarous powers 
fenfiblc of the danger to which they are expofed, in provoking his 
refentment hy fuch bare-faced partiality to his enemies : they would 
fee howcaly it is for the Britilh navy to deftroy their trade with 
otb^t nations, to cut off the intcrcourfe between their own ports, 
4nd even lay their towns in alhes. By fuch a fpirited exertion of 
our power, a new tarif might be ftruck, of more advantage to our 
commerce than that which now fubfifts, and this ineftimable branch ^ 
put upon a better looting than it is at prelent. Novice as 1 am in 
the trade of thefe countries, I know enough to affirm, that, if 
fome cfi'e^Hial ftep is not fpeedily taken in its behalf, the dileale 
will, in a little time, be paft all remedy. In a word, the French 
are intent upon undermining us ; and, I am afraid, their efforts 
will be too fuccefsful : they are much luperior to us in the arts of 
inlinuation, they fpare no coll: in advancing their intcreft, and flick 
at nothing to attain their end : nay, fo low, and lb bafely have 
they Hooped in the exertion of their talents, that, on the lafl day 
of February, tlie cadi, or lord chief juftice of the place, lent a 
meffengcr to inform Mr. Carew, that the French had offered him 
ten zcquins for a telkar or certificate, Ipecilying, that the Ihips 
were taken within ports belonging to the grand fignior; but 
that they lliould not have it, providing he would fend him a 
greater fum. 

The town of Tripoli is fmall, nafly, irregular, and, like all other 
Turkifb towns, meanly built : it Hand at the diflance of two miles 
from the marine, or fca-port, which is defended by fix fquare caflles 
built along the bay, and lurrounded by fine fields and gardens, 
flored W’ith oranges, lemons, vines, figs, mulberries, and olives: 
itrifes upon a Iweli of ground, and above it Hands an old, ill-built 
caflie, which, however, has a good effed from the road where we 
lay at anchor — and here you have a drawing of the port — they call 
it a bay, from the ridge of rocks that run out, and, doubtlefs, 
break the fca from the fouth and fouth-weft ; fo that the Ihips ride 
eafierat anchor: but a bay, properly fpeaking, is formed by a cur- 
vature the land, and is derived from the German word Bog, or 
Bogin, an arch or bow. And, now I talk of etymologies, I ought 
to obferve, that tie name of Tripoli is derived from the original 
compofition of this place, which confifled of three feparate towns, 
built by the Aradii, Sydonians and Tyrians. 

About four miles from town, half way from the foot of mount 
Libanui, wluch being covered with (now, 1 could not alcend, is 
- an 
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an^^quaeduA, built by GeoiFroy of Bouillon ; which makes but a very 
iony appearance, though it extends about two hundred and eighty 
feet from hill to hill ; it is in height about thirty-five feet ; five feet 
thicknefi, the conduit being fifteen inches broad. It has four 
incgular arches and two ftreams, as you fee by the drawing. One 
IS really a river, which (though namelcfs) runs through Tripcli. 
Sometiines the torrents from the mountains, lay the whole bottom 
under water, and overflow a pretty little filk garden, jufl by the 
bridge.; 

4 , 

1 mull hot conclude this long letter, without telling you we had 
the happincls of being prifoners at large, and extremely well enter- 
tained at Mii Carew’s houle, where he and his nephew, Mr. Crouch, 
overwhelmed us with civilities. 

I propolcd to have dated this letter from Cyprus, but it hath 
hir ffld y fwelled to fuch an unconfcionable bulk, and fatigued me fo 
excelllyely, that I can only add. 


1 am, 

Ftom on board dio Thamei, dear Brother. 

Tripoli in Syria road. 

MaKh4, ty4f. 

Yours moft unalterably. 


L B X T B it 
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D E A R B R O T H E R, 

I N fpitc of all that vanity which you know I poflcfs in a very 
eminent degree, I can hardly prevail upon myfelf to begin a 
letter, even to you, who have always been indulgent to my frailties, 
witliout befjieaking your patience and good nature, in favour of 
what I am about to write. Such anticipation is an involuntary 
teftimony of thut internal convidion by which I Band felf-accufed 
of weaknels and impertinence. But I have now proceeded too far 
to think of retreating; and, therefore, miift jog on to the end of 
the chapter. 

We ku'Icd from Tripoli on the fourth of March, in the evening ; 
and, though we kept a fliarp look-out for the French, againft whom 
our minds were embittered with refent ment, w’e reaped no adv^antage 
from our vigilance ; and, without having met with any adventure 
or accident in the pafliige, we arrived in Salines road on the lixth, 
before noon, when I went up to the town of Larnica, to dine with 
Mr. Conful Wakeman. 

You will, undoubtedly, c.xpcifl that I ihould entertain you with 
a minute account of this little infulary world, which made fo much 
noife in antiquity, and I would willingly gratify your expe(Station ; 
but I have fo few materials, and thefc lo undigefted and immethodi- 
cal, that I am fure you will be difappolnted in your hope ; tliough 
I will lb far obey the didates of my duty, as m tranfmit every 
particular which I have been able to learn or obferve ; I mean thofe 
which I think worthy of being communicated. 

It is, by many, fuppofed that this ifland was a peninfula, joined 
to Syria, fomewhere between Antioch and Alexandretta ; and that 
it was leparated from the continent, when the Euxinc forced its 
way through the Thracian Bofphorus, overflowed the Archipelago, 
and made dreadful havock on the circumjacent coafts. This, how- 
ever, is a doubtful fad, which the geographers mull: fettle among 
thcmfelves ; at prefent, I am fure itNs an ifland ; and, if ever it 
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was otherwife, it muft have been a violent flood indeed, that could 
fweep away, from twenty-five to thirty leagues of land : for the 
north- eaft point of Cyprus, neared to Syria, is at that didance 
from the continent, and there is an immenfe depth of water between 
them. 

Upon the wed, north, ead, and fouth of this ifland, are the 
Mediterranean, Pamphilian, Syrian, and ^Egyptian feas ; the 
length of it is from fixty to Icvcnty leagues, the breadth about 
eighteen or twenty leagues, at a medium ; but, as above one third 
of the length to the north-ead, from hence, is no more than a 
tongue of land, if I may be allowed the cxpreflion, the circum- 
ference of the whole will not amount to one hundred and fixty leagues, 
unlels the bays are furrounded, for the figure of it is conical. 

Though the natives were always remarkably efi’eminate and lazy, 
certain it is, they cultivated the ifland fo as to be enriched by its 
produce: indeed much indudry and labour was' not required 
(though water is greatly wanted) for the foil, in general, is incom- 
parably fertile; not a chalk, as I was formerly made to believe, but 
an excellent clay, which hardens in dimmer ; yet, by the wretched 
culture which it now receives from the miferable inhabitants, the 
earth, where any moiflure is left, produces every thing that isfown ; 
and, though there is not (properly Ipeaking) a river in the whole 
ifland, I am fully perfuaded, that, if it were in the hands of the 
Englifh or Dutch, they would make fuch advantageous ufe of the 
fprings, rivulets, and winter rains, that it would, in a little time, 
become the garden of the ead, and exhibit beautiful plantations for 
thefhelter of the cattle and ground. 

Cyprus, we are told, was, for a confiderable time, divided into 
nine didrids, and governed by as many princes ; then it fell under 
the Egyptian yoke, and continued fubjeid to the fovereigns of that 
country, until Publius Clodius, famous for his amour with Caefar’s 
wife, as well as for his enmity to Cicero, and his profligate life, 
conceived a grudge againd Ptolomey, for having refufed to pay his 
ranfom to a pyrate, by whom he had been taken. In confequence 
of his reientment, while he was a tribune, he moved the fenate 
for a decree, declaring CyjpBis a Roman province. Th«j^ did not 
at all doubt of their beinjg able to reduce an ifland, the inhabitants 
of which were enfeebled by luxury, ^nd immerfed in pleafure ; 
and they well knew, that, could they once obtain pofleflion of it, 
Ptolomey would neither be ^le, nor would he attempt to wreft it 
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out of their hands. They, therefore, without ceremony, fent 
Marcus Cato to rake pofleffion of it ; and he, by ftripping indivi- 
duals of their fuperfluities, fent immenfe treafures to Rome. 

After the divifion of the empire, it naturally became fubjc( 3 : to 
the eaftern emperor, and fo continued until the end of the twelfth 
century, ’ when Richard the firft, of England, in his expedition to 
the Holy Land, deprived Ifaac Comneiius of the crown, for his 
want of hofpitality to thole fandified warriors, and gave it to the 
Kniglits I'cmplars, who afterwards fold it to Guy de Lullgnan, 
when he loll: his kingdom of Jerufalem : after his death, it palled 
through a variety of mailers, until it was inherited by Charlotta, 
whofc ballard'brother James dethroned her and her hulband Lewis 
of Savoy, ufurped the throne, and married Catherine, a Venetian 
lady, of tlic Comma family, whom I mentioned in a former letter. 
He died f)on after Jiis marriage, and left the kingdom to her, 
althougli (Ijc was then pregnant. Some hillorians affirm, that he 
was poifoned; and, that his pofthumous fon met with the fimefatc, 
from the barbarous politics of the queen’s brother, George Cornara, 
who prevailed upon her to relign the fovereignty in favour of the 
republic of Venice. After this refignation, which took place about 
the latter end of the liitcenth century, flie lived retired) in a 
country houfc not far from that city, - upon a very moderate 
income. 

If the Venetians obtained this ifland by fuch horrid crimes, they 
ffiamefully loll it by the negligence, jcalouly, and curfed pride of 
ti ofe to whom the prelcrvation of it was intrufted ; cl|)ccially of 
I andoli, who had alTumcd the fupreme command ; and count 
Rocas, who was a brave, but empty madman. 

About the year 1570, the Turks made thcmfelves mailers of all 
Cyprus, except Famagufta, which did not furrender until the year 
following; when the infidels committed unheard-of barbarities. 
Twenty thoufand were butchered in Nicofia, alter the town was taken; 
the old of both fexes, with the ugly women, and children unlit lor 
lervice, w ere built up within one funeral pile, in the market-place, and 
there burned alive: an ad:ion which, in horror, tranlccnds any 
thing I lp>’'e ever feen upon record. All the reft were loaded with 
chains, about five and twenty thoufand were carried off the ifland 
and fold to flavery, and two of the largeft veffels were filled with 
jewels, plate, and furniture, of prodigious value. On board of 
one of thole Ihips, Muftapha Pacha, ^ho commanded in chief, put 
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the noblefle, and the moft beautiful of the women, to grace his 
own triumph, and to cmich the {era”;lio of his Ibvercign : but one 
of the ladies, liaving procured a lighted match, crept down into 
the powder-room, and blew up the ihip : the lire \vus immediately 
communicated to the other vcllcl ; fo that both were inftantly 
deftroyed, with every perfon and thing which they coiitiincd, 
except two or three individuals, who cfc aped with their lives. 

I (hall give you another inftance, from which you may judge 
what dcpendancc is to be placed upon rurkifli faith or humanity, 

Famagufta was glorioufly defended by Bragandino and Baglionc, 
who infpired not only the loldiers, but all the inhabitants, and even 
the women, with fo much heroifin, that whatever their leaders could 
contrive or command, tlic others had intrepidity enough to execute ; 
together with a refo uiion to bear up againft all extremities, even 
fuch as are almoll incredible. Before they furrendcred, there was 
neither cow, horfe, mule, afs, dog, cat, or even moufe, within 
their walls ; while the fmall fuccours, lent from Venice, loitered 
four months in Crete, at a time when they knew their fcllow- 
citizens, whofe names will never die fo long as the records of honour 
furvivc, were fuffering all imaginable calamities, and Bruggling 
with inexprellible difficulties, which they only could have rendered 
furmountable ; for what might not have been cxpccled from the 
valour of fuch defendants, had they been (eafonably fupplied with 
provffions^ arms, ammunition, and a proper reinforcement of the 
gar ri foil ? 

Being, at length, reduced with famine and fatigue, to fuch a 
degree that they could fcarce Bagger under the weight of their 
arms, they were fain to capitulate on thefe conditions : that the 
inhabitants fhould not be plundered, and, that they ffiould have 
liberty to worfhip God in their own way ; that the garrifon 
ffiould march out with all the military honours, and be fupplied 
with proper veflcls to tranlport them to Crete. 

Every thing being ready for their departure, Muftapha fent for 
Bragandino, who went to wait upon him with Baglione, accom- 
panied by feveral officers of ihe firft diBindlion, and fuch^^umber 
of guards as were proper to attend a general upon fuch an occafion. 
They were, at firft, treated with great ceremony ; and, juft as 
they were going away, Muftapha afked for the prifoners. Bragan- 
dino, being furprifed at this demand, anfwered, that he never had 

any 
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any from tlie beginning of the fiege : « What ! ('cried the bar- 
“ bariaiij have you murdered the faithful So faying, he ordered 
the whole company, Brigandino excepted, to immediate, and ex- 
cruciating death : the general he referved, in order to lengthen out 
and diveriify his tortures which he bore with the moft exalted 
heroifm. His nofe and ears being cut oflF, he was rolled together 
like a ball, and crammed into a hole fcarce wide enough to hold 
him in that painful attitude ; then he was taken out that he might 
not expire too foon, and forced to kils the ground upon which the 
ruffian Pacha trod : they afterwards tied him naked to the yard’s- 
arm in one of their gallics, that he might be expofed to the feoffs 
and ridicule of the fpedlators ; and, at laft, when they found he 
could not live much longer, he was hung up by one heel and Head 
alive. During tlie whole progrefs of thele torments, he was never 
once (cen to ffirink : a circumltance which Bung the brutal muffiil- 
man to the foul. His (kin was failed, fluffed, dried, and placed 
in the arfcnal at Conflantinople : but the family of this more than 
mortal man, whofe natne will ever be revered by all lovers of gal- 
lantry and virtue, had the addrefs to convey it from thence ; and, I 
am told, it is now in tlicir poflcffion. 

At prefent, the country of Cyprus is in the fame fituation with 
all other places fubje<fl to the fway of the grand fignior : all induflry 
is difeouraged ; and, generally fpeaking, no more ground is culti- 
vated than what yields an eafy fubliftence to the farmer ; for every 
perfon who is known to have faved money, may lay his account 
with being dripped by thofe in power : for this reafon, abundance 
of wealth is hoarded up through the whole Ottoman empire; 
though thefe concealments are chiefly owing to the conflitution of 
their police, in confequence of which, the fiiltan is heir to all his 
fubjeds, whatever number of children they may leave. True it is, 
this difpofition feldom extends to the poor ; but all ^(^^who have 
been employed, or die in offices of flatc, feel the weight of it. 
Their effeds are immediately feized, and their children" obliged to 
the fbvereign’s bounty for what they arc allowed to retain. 

Sometimes, if there is a prbmifing boy, he is hitotight up in the 
feraglio, and provided for when he comes of age; and the handfbme 
^Is are eiven in marriage to fbme partceulai^ ^|||^ but fuch care 
is taken"^ thofe only whole pinents havelbe||i in high- favour with 
the prince, or reigning vifiief| and this j^pWean only be obtained 
by extravagant prefents. 
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A man poilefled of great riches, part of which is concealed, 
may die iuddeuiy, before the hoard is difcovered to the Ibii; who 
is, perhaps, too young to be entrufted with fuch an important 
iecret : fo that the unhappy ophan is left a beggarl Though the 
fon is of age, the father, poifibly, dares not make him his confi- 
dent, left he ihould cut his throat, in order to poffefs his wealth ; 
nor will he venture to unbof'm himfelf to any other perlbn, who 
might reveal the fecret to the fultan, whofc vengeance and avarice 
might overwhelm him and his offspring In order to avoid thefe 
‘difagreeable rifques, the Turks, who are abfblute predeftinarians, 
choole rather to leave their hoards to the care of providence, than 
to that of any friend upon earth ; fo confeious are they of that 
falfhoQd and deceit which prevail univcrfally among the followers 
of Mahomet. 

This confidcration. one would think, fhould influence thofe in 
office to be juft and upright in their fundions. When a man 
is defirous of enriching or aggrandifing his family, the devil may 
now and then get the better of his virtue, and tempt him to play 
the villain, robber, and extortioner ; but, when he knows that all 
he can amafs by his rapine and oppreflion, muft contribute to fill 
the cofters of his fuperiors, it is furprifing that he fliould take lb 
much pains to render himfelf odious and deteftablc by his tyranny 
and injuftice. For every individual governor or officer of the porte, 
ads uniformly in his ftation, as if he thought heaven was to be 
obtained by no other condud than that which renders his fellow- 
creatures miferable upon earth ; and, that the more he pillages, 
the higher he fhall mount by the favour of his prophet. 

Cyprus is ruled by a mulTalem, or governor, who is alfo a muhafel, 
or colledor of the grand figniors revenues, and refides at Nicolia, 
which is the capital of the illand, and Hands in a pretty centrical 
iituation. This city, where all the ultimate courts of judicature 
are held, together with five fea-port towns, where the trade ia 
carried on, conftitutes, in effed, all the confiderable places in 
Cyprus. Thefe are Larnica, called, by way of eminence, Cyprus,* 
with its port of Salines, Famagufta, Chirinia, Lemifol, and 
BafFo; the other towns, though, perhaps, they give names to 
different diftridsi are of m note or cpnfequcnce ; indeed, there 
is more bfufineli tranfaded JLarniica, where I refide, ’ffiJin in a.U 
thC’Others I have mepdonei, ,*The names given t9 thefe by 
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write in the Greek charadlers, and are A£u%o<r'« Aapvtjxoe, 
^u^ioy^ra, Xfp/wa, Neptsff'tfj', and iia^pif. Famagufta, Salines, and this town 
of Larnica, which is generally called Kwfo by the Turks and 
Greeks, and Cyprus by the Europeans, are the only places of the 
iiland which 1 have yet fecn ; and, from all I can learn, I believe 
J liiail not ftretch my curiolity much farther ; for nothing curious 
or annding is to be feen, and their method of travelling is not at 
al; inviting. When I went to Famagufta, formerly Salamis, after- 
wards Cnnftantia, .it leaft the fituations feem to agree, I rode upon 
a mule furnilhed with a ragged, patched packfaddle, fo bulky that 
I flraggled like a beggar upon a woolpack; in lieu of a whip, I 
was pro ided with a (harp pointed flick about a foot long, with 
which I was direded to prick the lazy animafs fhoulders when I 
wanted to quicken his pace ; fpurs would have been as ufelch as a 
whip, my legs were fo expanded, that I could not bring one 
heel within half a yard of the creature’s fide. All thefe circum- 
flanccs rendered my (eat fo unealy, that I was obliged to fhift five 
hundred ways before I finiflaed my jourlley ; which, though no 
more than twenty-four miles, fatigued me as much as ever I was 
by riding above one hundred miles a day. 

As the Turks permit no Chriftian to ride into the town, I was 
obliged to difmount and walk along the bridge. This was no 
impolitic precaution with regard to me, who, by the fplendor of 
my equipage, might have made a conquefl of fome peeping 
fultana. 

We enter the town by a Hone-bridge and a draw-bridge laid 
acrofs a broad and deep foflte j the lafl is covered with the fkull- 
caps of thofc who were Hain in the fiege, and the other is partly 
paved with grenado-lhells. The fortifications have been pretty 
Itrong for thofe times in which military-architedurc was not 
brought to perfection ; but the chief ftrength of the place confifted 
in the intrepidity, valour, and fortitude of thofe who defended it. 
The whole is now in very bad order, and all the fine brafs cannon 
are carried off, except a few, of which not above fix or eight are 
mounted. f 

In the year 1735, the town was greatly daq^tg^ by an earth- 
quake : 'me cathedral church of Sanda SopUa, which had been 
converted into a mofque, fell ioi and bun<^ iH its ruins above two 
hundred Turksj who were dt worfiup witn the fhoch happened. 
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By what remains of this church, St. George^ and fome others, I 
can perceive they were built in the word gothic taice ; the very 
Hones are fo bad that almod every one is blown or mouldered by 
the weather. It is the more furprifing that thefe materials are uled, 
as there are many rocks of marble in the neighbourhood : perhaps 
this choice was owing to the frugality of the people, though that is 
very feldom confulted in a religious building, upon which a great 
deal of work is propofed to be bedowed. 

Over the gate of the governor’s palace, which has been great 
but not noble, are the arms of Venice, with an inicription which 
I could not read, becaufe it was overgrown with fhrubs and mofs ; 
and thefe the Turks would not fuffer to be cleared away, for they 
arc jealous of they know not what ; this, however, was no great 
difappointment : for, by the few words whicii 1 could trace, the 
purport of it was to fignify at what time, and by whom the palace 
was built. I likewife faw another inicription in gothic charadfers 
upon St. Sophia, but it was at fuch a didance that I could not 
didinguifh the letters. In the front of this church, upon the right, 
are two granite pillars, detached from it, with capitals and bales of 
white marble ; and between them dands a Sarcophagus, adorned 
with fedoons, but altogether uninferibed ; which is a very extra* 
ordinary circumdance. Why ihould fuch expence be laid oat upon 
a burying-place, when nobody knows to whom it belongs ? The 
gateway that leads to the harbour is under a badion, over the gate 
is St. Mark, or the winged Venetian lion, inferibed Nicolao Prialo 
Prefedlo, MCCCCXCVI. It lerved for a guard-room, and is 
finely vaulted in form of a cupola. The harbour is good and fafe 
by nature, for no art has been bedowed upon it : from hence into 
the town, there has been a flood-gate, through which they occafion- 
ally hauled their gallies into a dock behind the walls, that they 
might be fecure from the efforts of the enemy. 

From the inlet of the foflee at one end of the town, to the angle 
of a badion at the other, a ridge of rocks dretches around, and 
forms a kind of oval baibn, that may be about a mile one way, 
and the eighth part of a mile the otW ; it has no entry but one, 
which IS fi‘om forty to flfty feet wide, between the rocks and the 
angle of a t^didn> iliil Mois this channel is a chain. 

As this is all I haV^ to ^y about Famaguda, ; you wfll readily 
own it was M worth the fatlg(|| | imde^ent in gping to it s 
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and, as I am well informed there is not the leaft veftige of antiquity 
in the ifland, in all probability I (hall not make many excurfions : 
though I would willingly fee Paphos, on account of the charadier it 
bore in former times, 

Larnica is pleafantly fituated at the diftance of a little mile from 
a Ipacious bay, and, very probably, occupies part of the fame 
ground upon which the ancient Citium flood : be that as it will, 
there is not one objed; in it, at prefent, worth feeing ; all the houfes 
here, as well as in other places of the ifland, are built of mud 
cut into the fhape of large bricks, and dried in the fun ; thefe are 
neat enough. They never build higher than one floor, in order to 
avoid fome part of the dreadful effeds of earthquakes, and thefe 
houfes laft ;onger than one could ifuaginc, though the architeds, 
joiners, and carpenters, are the mofl bungling artificers that ever 
were fccn. It is' equally aflonifhing and lamentable to fee the 
ignorance that prevails in thofe countries, where arts and feiences 
once flouriflied to fuch perfedion ; and from whence the feeds of 
learning were fcattered through the European world. I believe, I 
may venture to affirm, that there is not one ingenious artifl, or 
one perfbn who can be deemed a man of learning, in the whole 
Ottoman empire. 

Here the Greeks have three mean churches, as, generally, all 
their places of worfhip are. One convent belongs to the Francif- 
cans, and another to the capuchins of Terra Sanda, but neither 
of them is worth notice. 

In this place the French have a fadory, and Monfieur Lemaire, 
conful for that nation, is a polite, well-bred man, with a good 
fhdte of that vivacity which is peculiar to the French. He has 
already honoured me with particular attention ; but I now fhun 
company and court retirement, becaiife the few hours I can fpare 
from bufinefs, I vvifh to erf^ploy in writing to you and ibme other 
friends, or in that fort of felitary entertainment which^a man can 
enjoy after he has loft relifh for the more fprightly pleafures of 
fociety : at prefent, I am not poffefled of that gaiety of temper 
for which I have beeix formerly remarkable : my thoughts are more 
clouded,^onfequently my converfetion muft b# left defirable ; and 
I have not the feme pleafure which I ufed to reap from the wit and 
agreeable fellies of other people; Whethjr this change is the effed 
of old age, and fourhefs of whm is its uftial eoncomitant. 
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I fhall not at prefcnt determine ; but I hope it will never inHuence 
me lo far as to render me indifferent to the advances of friend/hip 
and fenfibility. As the French conful and I are brother mafons, 
we (hall, probably, be better acquainted ; efpecially if Mr. Conful 
Wakeman fhould become one of the fraternity, which would be 
very happy in his acceflion ; for no man ever gained fo much upon 
. my affedion in lb Ihort a time. He is conful for the Fnglilh, 
Dutch, and Venetians, a man perfedly well acquainted with bull- 
n^s, and altogether indefatigable ; inftcad of being rende ed 
fretful and peevilh by hurry and fatigue, he feems to take pleafurc 
in his labour, fupports the good humour of every body about him, 
by his chcarful dtlpolition, and has acquired the particular love and 
eftcem of all thole who are happy in his acquaintance. 

At the diftance of a Ihort mile from hence, is the port of 
Salines, where the Turks have a defpicablc garrifon. This port, 
probably, derives both the Greek and modern name from a very 
extenlive lake, or rather, a duller of lakes in its neighbourhood, 
where an immenfe quantity of fait was annually made, before 
and after the Venetians were in poffellion of the illand. So lenli- 
ble were they of the value of this commodity, that, notwithftand- 
ing the vail extent of the lake, - they or their predcceffors furrounded 
it with a Hone and mud-wall, the remains of which are Hill to be 
leen in fome few places. And well they might bellow fuch pains 
upon it ; for, according to accounts of the bell authority, it yielded 
a million of piallcrs, amounting to about one hundred and twenty- 
five thoufand. pounds per annum ; whereas now it is farmed at the 
yearly rent of one thoufand fix hundred piallers, or two hundred 
pounds. You ^ill think it very ftrangCj that there Ihould be fuch a 
prodigious diffttcace*^;betwcen its foipcr and prefent produce ; and, 
indeedi it can be accounted for no other way, but from the innate 
indolence and lazinefs of the people, the inlccurky of the property, 
and the fupine' negligence <x the minillers of the porte, whole 
ivhole care is toployed keef^g ^cir wives from the eyes of other 
men, and in esttortirii moll opprellive manner from 

thole who grdan under Iffieir defpotic fway. No care is taken to 
prevent the,^^dtti trod upon by man and beaft, when it 
fcgina tosc^,* or evcnfi^ii it is fully Chryftalized ; fo^at Jt is 
mixed^With djrt and^lay^^hieh render? a great part of it wnfit 
for uie. ll^pUy, t^ ¥ene||||is» who had ^ temtottes ia tbefe 
fcas, and a very frugal, ^j^ite people,' obliged ‘all their : filbr 
jedls to take their fait from this magazine of nature j whams, the 

O o ftupid 
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llupiti Turks know not how to make fuch a reafonable advantage 
of the bounteous gifts of heaven ; for other places are now other- 
wife fupplied. 

Witli regard to this lake, various are the opinions of the learned. 
Some confidently affirm, that the fait is produced from the rain-water 
which centers here in the winter; and that the exhalations are fo 
f dden, continued, and exceflive in fummer, during which there is 
net one fiiovver, that all the faline particles are left in the cake or 
cruft which we fee. But I am not at all fatisfied with this theory. 
Rain-water cannot be fuppoled to be impregnated with fuch a pro- 
portion of fait ; and I once obfcrved that the water of the lake had 
rifen fiiicc my laft vifit, although no rain had ^Ikn during that 
interval. Others imagine there is a fubterranean conduit, or com- 
munication with the fea : this hypothefis, however, leems to be 
contradided by the fimpleft hydroftatical principle ; for, if this 
was the cafe, the lake, or bafon, would, in fpite of the exhalation, 
be kept as full and high as the furface of the ^Egyptian lea. It 
wovdd, theref )re, be more reafonable to fuppofe, that the banks of 
the f a, in this place, are of fuch a porous quality as gently to 
imbibe the fait- water, which may penetrate into the bafon ; the 
water of which, at its greateft height in winter, being nearly equal 
to li e furface of the lea : this water may be diftilied through 
thefc pores fo flowly, as not to fupply the effeft of the exhalation 
when the rays of the fun are moft intenfe; fo that what remains 
grows more and more fair. The difference of height, in the water 
of the lake, may be owing to clouds, or a thicknefs in the medium, 
which impede the operation of the fun. The rain-water, which 
falls after the middle of March, may wafh down, from the fur- 
rounding land, thofe faline particles, which have been left by the 
fe -water that overflowed it in the winter* Nay, I have feafon to 
be'ieve, the earth itfelf ii impregnated with that mineral, the 
ctfiorcfcences of wliich appear in this fpot, as well as in\a great many 
other places. After all, this lake may be formed %)^a vaft cd- 
le£lion of fait fprings, like thofe ^at are found Iff^hefhire, and 
other parts of England* ' 

4 littTe farther than this falt-lake, is^ called Tokee, 

whither the muflelmen repair’ with great to offer up their 

prayers at the grave of Mahomet*s grandulpher, whOj? they believe, 
is here interred ; though in what manner the good bid lady was 
tranfpoited hither from Arabia, 1 have not yet been able to learn. 

Nor 



Salines. LETTER VI. I4;J 

Nor are the Greeks deftitute of fuch another pious impoliure. At 
Salines is a church dedicated to St. Lazarus, who was raifed from 
the dead by our Saviour, and afterwards interred in this places 
The architedure is fuch as I never faw before ; and now they can 
only fhew the precious hole in which his body was dcpohted. 

This idand abounds with variety of noxious creatures. Taran- 
tulas and ferpcnts are common : of the laft fpecics, the moft 
dangerous is the afp ; the venom of which, is laid to he fo deadly 
as to kill in Icfs than an houri if the part is not inftantiy cut out : 
in order to frighten away thcfe, and other kinds of poifonous 
reptiles, the reapers, who are obliged to wear boots, always 
bells to their fickles. One lerpent I faw in the fields, was about 
two yards in length, of a blackilh hue, with a fort of coronet 
upon its head, which it earned in a majefiic manner, above a 
foot high, as it waved along. Locufts, which I have ieen in 
incredible fwarms, are fo prejudicial to the farmers, as to dellroy 
one third of the grain. I am now employed in making a col- 
lection of thefe exotic animals : but, I am afraid, I fhalJ not be 
able to oblige my curious friends with any extraordinary trees, 
Ihrubs, plants, or flowers ; for, though I have made diligent 
enquiry, I can hear of none worth preferving. 

My female friends will, undoubtedly, expeCt that I fhould fay 
fomething of the modern Cyprian ladies, as the ancient dames of 
this illand were Iq remarkably diftinguiflied ; but, as my days of 
gallantry are now over, and I have otherwife very little connexion 
with the fair fex, I am very ill qualified to gratify their curiofity 
on this fubjcCl:. I fhall only oblerve, that even the Franc, or 
European ladies, drefs in the Grecian mode, which is wantonly 
fupeiii; though, in .my opinion, not fo agreeable as our own. 
Yet the ornaments of the head arc graceful and noble ; and, 
when I have feen fome pretty women of condition fitting upon a 
divan, thi$ part of their drefs hath flruck my imagination with the 
ideas of Hel^ AndfOi3||ch^^nd other beauties of antiquity, 
infpiring me v^th a difbnt avt^e, whik| the tefl of their attire 
invited me to0 ipssass af^pacl^ 

The Greek )vomen>are| - ty ^>me, thought beautiful, though ^hey 
do not plea%^ tafte : bht alJL^ee that they inherit the libertihifm 
of their ^^^^urchafe the lad favour firom any 

individual^ fi)r, nptwithdanding^^the natural heat of their con- 

ftitutions. 
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IHtutions, they are (hamefully mercenary; and fome of the 
hufbaiids fo indifferent about the chaftity of their wives, that it 
is not uncommon for a man to marry a woman, merely becaufe 
he knows fhe is admired by fome perlbn, who, as the phrafe is, 
will bleed freely. Yet they are very apt to run into extremes ; 
for others keep their wives in fuch referve, that the poor creatures 
are hardly allowed to go to church; where, in fuch cafes, the 
aflignations are made. 

As for the Turks, every body knows how their women are 
cooped up, and what propenfity they have to engage in an intrigue, 
if they knew how to manage it with diferetion. Tliis facility we 
are not to wonder at, if we confider that the lady enjoys no more 
than one half, a third, a fourth, and fometimes even lefs of her 
hufband’s perfon and affedion, when nature tells her fhe has a title 
to the whole; and that marriage is a bargain ftruck between the 
parents, with fo little regard to the inclinations of the parties, that 
they never fee each other until they appear before the cadi. 
However, diflimulation is fo natural to the fex, that, notwith- 
flanding this barbarous and abfurd method of joining the deftiny 
of two perfons who, at bell, mull be indifferent to one another, 
a Turkilh lady will pretend that fhe is happy in her lot; that her 
joys are com pleat, arc inexpreflible ; and, that fhe looks upon 
the freedom of our women with horror and deteftation. Such, 
at leaft, lady Mary Wortley Montague tells us, were the pro- 
feffions of a Turkifli lady with whom fhe cultivated an ac- 
quaintance and friendfhip at Conflantinople ; though 1 am fb 
uncharitable as to believe that her tongue was at variance with 
her heart ; for numberlefs inflances might be produced to prove, 
that thefe eaflern ladies envy that freedom which they affed-to 
decry ; and that were they pofleffed of fuch liberty, they would 
ufe it to the befl advantage* 

I will conclude this dry letter, with telling you, ft ft likely to be 
the lafl of the kind with which you will be trou^M, unlefs I find 
fomething.in the trade and police of the country worth tranfmit- 
ting. I really wilh this may be the cafe ; have hitherto 

treate^.>y 5 u with nothing but green win^, I would willingly fet 
on^ bottle of old Cyprus upon the table ^jbcforc we part, “ Pour 

faire la bonne bouche,” and fend |iiu off with sa rclifh on 
your palate, fo as that you migit be agreeably deceived into the 

opinion 
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opinion that you had enjoyed good liquor during the whole courfe 
of the entertainment. Had it been in rny power to regale your 
tafte, you know you Ihould have fared daintily ; as I have nothing 
more at heart than to contribute to your happincfs, and to con- 
vince you that 1 am inviolably 


Cyprus, July i8, 1743?. 


Your own, 8cc. 



Cyptui. 
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SIR, 

I N proportion to the pleafure a man feels in communicating' 
what is agreeable to his friend, is the chagrin he (uffers when 
he finds himfelf obliged to diiappoint his correfpondent of the 
entertainment he had given him reafon to exped ; this is literally 
niy cafe at prefent. I told you, in my laft, that I wiflied fome- 
thing would occur to my oblervation, which being communicated, 
might make fome amends for the infipid letters I have formerly 
writ ; and, in all probability, you expected fomething of confe- 
quence, from the cagernefs of my inquiries. That I have not been 
reniifs in this article, will (I am fure) be attefied by Mr. Conful 
"Wakeman, whom I have tcazed with a thoufand impertinent 
queftions : Signior Crutta, his firft Drugoman, and gnior 
Demetry, his chancellor, have, likewife, reafon to wifli I had 
never fet foot in this illand; fo much have they been harrafied by 
my infatiable curiofity ; which, however, they have been polite 
enough to feed without repining. Notwithfianding my good for- 
tune in this refpeft, 1 have not been able to learn enough for my 
awn latisfadion ; and therefore I am afraid, a detail of particulars 
will not be very agreeable to other people. However, as no place is lb 
contemptible but that it produces Ibniething worth mentioning, I 
/hall, in a curlbry manner, impart what I know concerning the pre- 
lent produce, and police of this celebrated illand ; and, though you 
are not to exped: method in my account, you may depend upon 
the truth of what I advance, as my information hath been con- 
veyed through the mod authentic channels. 

I have already told you, that this illand is governed by a perlbn 
who is both mufialem and mulul^, that is, governor and col- 
Icdor of the revenue for the grand lignior ; though, formerly, it 
confiituted part of* the valide, or fultaiia-dowager s jointure, and 
with.-’d3i€r places appropriated for that purpole, enjoyed great 
privileges : then Cyprus was ruled by a viceroy, or what they call 
a pacha, until the late grand fignior A^mct, who was depoled, 
beftowed it as a jointure upon his daughter, who was the widow of 
vifier Ibrahim Pacha ; at prefent it forms part of the revenue of 
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the prime viher, as firft-miniflcr, and is farmed to the governor 
frn* three hundred and ten thoufand piaftres, amounting to about 
thirry-eighc thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds, bcfides pre- 
fents of confiderable value, which he muft give to different people 
in diflerent ways. 

The government is annual ; fo you may well imagine how the 
wretched people are fleeced. Muhaflel Muftapha Beg, according 
to the befl: information I could obtain, has, this lafl: year, extorted 
as much as will pay his rent, indemnify him for the nrefents he 
made, defray the expence of travelling and living, and put in his 
pocket five hundred purfes, amounting to thirty-one thoufand two 
hundred and fifty pounds, exciulive of innumerable things of value, 
with which his favour has been courted. 

To what purpole has this man opprefled the miferable, and 
amafled this wealth ? Perhaps, in fix months after his return to Con- 
fiantinople, he may not have one afper ^ remaining. For fuch is the 
addrefs of a voracious minifter, that he can eafijy conjure up a 
variety of accufations againft: him for male-adminiftration ; in confe- 
quence of which, he may ftrip him of all his wicked acquifitions. 

This method of railing money, is called Mangiare li denari^ 
that is, to eat, or rather, to devour the coin : and, indeed, every 
Turkifh officer, from the higheft to the lowefl degree, refembles a 
creature in Poland of the hog kind, called in the German language 
vielorafs, or the glutton, which gormandizes, in a voracious manner, 
as long as it can find food, and then getting between two ftones, 
or trees, fqueezes itfelf fb as to difgorge what it had fwallowed, 
that it may have the pleafure of eating it again : with this differ- 
ence, however, that the fqiieezing of the vielorafs is voluntary : 
whereas that of the Turkifh governor is compulfive, and per- 
formed by the grand vifier, who in a moment transfers the burthen 
to his own maw. 

Once for all, you will pleale to remember there is fuch a fubor- 
dination of bribery and corruption, that nothing is either obtained 
or afked without prefents to the great men, and even t© ^ijie train 
of their meaOeft fervants.* practice which, .1 am afraid, wiiT one 
day gain ground in a more civilized country ; for, even in Britain, 
a man cannot dine with his friqnd, without paying his fervants for 

“ •fsa; - .*?■ 

■ < 1 . 

* About die one hundredth part of half a crown. 
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the entertainment he has received, to the great fcandal of decorum 
and Jiofpitality. Grant, Heaven, that this bale and mercenary 
di/poiition may not creep higher, and obtain in matters of much 
greater confequence! 

Of the three hundred ten thoufand piaftres for which the wliole 
of this illand is farmed, one hundred fixty thoufmd are paid for 
the land-rent, and the reft for the harach, or capitary tribute. 

The number of Turks in the kingdom of Cyprus, may amount 
to one hundred and fifty thoufand, and that of the Chriftians to 
fifty thoufand ; I mean Greeks who are fubjefts of the grand 
fignior ; for, as to the Europeans, who live in Larnica or Salines, 
and no where elle, they do not amount to one hundred. 

The greateft part of the inhabitants live in Nicofia, Larnica, 
Famagufta, Carpaffo, Baffb, Cerigna, Lemilbl, and Salines; but 
I cannot learn the particular number inhabiting each of thefe places : 
for they do not know how to make any tolerable exaft eftimate, 
nor do they give themfelves any trouble about the matter. In the 
villages there are about four thoufand Turks, who pay contribu- 
tion ; and, of the Greek fubjefts, about twelve thoufand. So that 
I thefe laft conftitute by far the greateft part of the labourers in this 
i country. 

? 1 told you the falt-pits are let for one thoufand fix hundred 

^5j)iaftrcs, though, fbmetimes, they fetch two thoufand ; for they are 
annually put up to fkle by the tefterdar, or high-treafurer. The 
money, thus railed, contributes to the fubfiftence, or rather, is a 
perquifite of the janifaries: and the farmers, after paying their 
rent and charges, may pocket five hundred or a thoufand piaftres, 
according to the accidents that raife or lower the price of fait. The 
annual produce muft be fold within the year, or never afterwards, 
unlefs the annual confumption fliould exceed the produce; a cafo 
that is not likely to happen. 

The impofitions upon the ifland are fuch as you have never 
heard of; namely, the harach, or poll-tax, . divided into three 
clg,f?e‘df^the firft, called alia, or great, amounting to eleven piaftres, 
raifes thirty-eight thoufand fcven hundred and fifty pounds; the 
fecond, cufat, or half, brings in twenty ^ufand pounds ; and the 
third, called edna, or little, produces eighteen thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty pounds: then there is the maifd, or expence of 
lupporting the governor, for which eveiy man pays five piaftres and 

opinion 
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a half ; and nuful, according to their condition or flation in life; this 
tax, by agreement, is generally at fcrcn piaftrcs and a half a man. 
Thofe who arc rich, of the firft clafs, pay annually of taxes tvventy- 
foiir piaftres each ; pec plc of the fecond dais, pay ciglitecn ; and 
perfons oi the third rank arc taxed at fixtecn ; bdidcs the other taxes 
they are obliged to j)ay: for the hirniture of tlic palace, or ferag- 
lio, three piaftrcs ; for a murder, a man pays yearly, from 
.one to two piaftres ; and in like proporticjn for other crimes, tl'.ourfti 
the pardon is previoufty purciiajcd with a round fum. Al; tnel'c 
articles included, a rich man pays for his perfon about ftxty p^-^ftrc's; 
one of a middling fortune is not cpiit for lefs than forty ; f o.a a 
perfon of the third ciafs, they raife thirty; even the pooreft Ic’ are 
mcicifuliy dealt with, if they arc not baftin idocd for not paying 
that which they are not able to raife : and thefc taxes are exai:i:cd 
from all perlbns between the age of fifteen and feventy, that is, from 
all who are capable of labour. 

The method of levying thefe impofirions is very ftrangc : no time 
is fixed for payment ; but when the officer impovvered fhaJl make 
his demand, if the unhappy man cannot produce the money, he 
muft undergo imprifonment, the baftinado, or fome other torture : 
if^he is poffiffed of any effeds, houfes, lands, cattle, or other 
moveables, they are inftantly fold, at an under-value, to fati' fy thofe ; 
cormorants, who fet his wife and children a-drift, without remorfc or 
compundion ; nay, they even make fport of their mifery. 

Infinite are the ways by which thofe minifters of corruption' 
prey upon their fellow-creatures : the moft atrocious criminal, if 
he has addrefs, may buy his impunity ; but, without fome art, he 
will lofe both life and money. In law-fuits, the party who tips 
the judge higheft, will certainly obtain the decree in his favour : 
but, befides this bribe, he receives as his due, ten per cent, of what 
is recovered ; fo that he never finds fault with the exorbitancy of 
the account. Indeed, nothing can be more abfurd than to exped 
juftice in this country, where every office is fold, and the greateft 
part of thefe offices conferred without falary ; fo that the purchafirs 
have no chance for indemnifying themfelves but by rapine and 
injuftice. You may judge, from thefe particulars, with wh^t reafon 
fome people affed to prefer the honefty of a Turk to that ortheir 
own countrymen. 
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In this place money is the only balls on which the fortune and 
honour of every man is founded; and no infa'i y attends the ac- 
quifition, however fordid or wicked the method of acquiring it 
might have been : of confequence, every man in power is a def- 
potic tyrant by the nature of his office, and all the fubjcc^ts are 
miserable flaves; though the Greeks, as a conquered people, arc 
more efpecially expofed to their cruelty and extortion : they are now 
become familiarilcd to oppreffion, which hath likewife difpokd them, 
for villainy, as it were in their own defence ; infomuch that they 
are reconciled to all manner of crimes; and mean dejection, 
wretchednefs, or deceit, is to be read in every countenance. In a 
word, notwithftanding their filk, cotton, oil, and rich wines, 
thele people will ever be poor and delpondent. 

“ While proud ambition in their valleys reigns, 

“ And tyranny ufurps their happy plains,’* 

It is impoffible for any Englifliman of common fenfe to live in 
Turkey, without congratulating himfelf upon his title to the privi- 
leges of a Britifh fubjeA ; and, perhaps, it would be better for 
our happy ifle, if her reprefentatives had the opportunity of feeing 
what mifery and defolation are the confequences of arbitrary power : 
the comparifon would be a pradical Iclibn, which would fink deep 
into their fouls, and ftimulate them to watch with the utmoft vigi- 
lance over thoie ineftimable rights which are intruded to their in- 
^tegrity and care. 

The officers civil and military, who relide in our capital of Nicofia, 
where the muffialem keeps his court, are, 

The Mufti, fupreme Judge, or Mahometan patriarch, by whole 
decifion every difficulty or doubt in the law is removed or 
determined. 

The Molla, who is judge-ordinary, and fub-governor of the city. 
The Menaktb, who is chief of the race of Mahomet, in this illand ; 
a clan who enjoy the hoiioiirable didin^tion 6f wearing green 
turbans* 

The MufTalem^s court is compofed of a 

Chehaia, who is his deputy, lieutenant, and private-fecretary. 
’Oivim'Effcndi, high-chancellor, and fccretary of date. 

Halhadar, 
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Hafnadar, hi^Ii-treafurer. 

Michurdar, keeper of the feals. 

Je Aghalar, grooms of the bed-chamber and pages of honour, 
who are always near his perfon. 

Iman, chapliin in ordinary. 

Imbrohor, mailer of the horfe. 

Vechil Hare, mailer of the houlhold, 

Katifcgee, coffee-maker. 

Serbetgee, confedioner, and Iherbet-maker, 

Bughierdangee, perfumer, and he who carries the perfume of the 
wood of aloes. 

Bas Chin oils, keeper of the prilbns. 

Alai Chiiious, buffoons, who carry batons tipt with lilver, and play 
a thoufand monkey-tricks, fitter for the enteitainment of children 
than of fenfiblc men. 

Vene, officers of an inferior rank, who have no particular depart- 
ment, but are fit for many purpofes. 

The military officers are, 

Tefterdar, grand treafurer of the army, or paymafler general, and 
high chamberlain. 

Alai Beghi, general of the horle, 

Zaimi, captains, or rather officers of horle, for their degrees are fuch 
as cannot be diftinguilhed or undcrllood by our defignations and 
commands : they are thirty-two in number, and, in lieu of pay, 
rent villages, according to their feveral degrees of favour dr 
promotion. 

Sipahi, horfemen, to the number of three thoufand, who are paid 
from the tythes of the grain, and other produce of the ifland ; 
but they purchafe their fipahilicks, or lands, from the Muhaflel, 
and thefe lands are for life. 

Jeniceri Aghafi, lieutenant-general of the Janizaries or foot-foldiers. 

Culchehainfi, lieutenants of the foot-foldiers. 

Corbagi, captains of foot, to the number of twenty-eight, who are 
paid out of the villages. 

Jeniceri, infantry, to the number of one thoufand, who have no 
cloathing or regular pay, but fiibliff upon the produce jpf certain 
villages alfigned to them, the rents of the culloms, thV'falt- 
lakes, &c. 

Serda, high-marechal. , 

Difdar, or Cale Aghafi, governor of the callle. 


The 
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I'lie kingdom of Cyprus, ever fiuce its fubjedion to the Turks, has 
hctii divided into fixteen didrids, which derive their names from he 
rnolt c(mliderable towns or villages in the refpedivc divifion; j fucli 
ns Larnica, i imefol, Pifeopi, Ghilan, Afdimo, Cuclia, Cnn'ocka, 
Jlaftb, Lefca, Morfu, and Penloia, Cerigna, Famagnfta, Mclkiria, 
Citrea, Orini, and Carpaflb : thefe are pronounced by the Greeks, 

Aa^^£%a> NejiAEfov, Ih<nco7riotf X/Aav, AGcWif, XnKXiot, X^KTo^Ht Tlafis, Ai(p}ix^ 
Mo^(pit Mecr«^s«, XiQ^tXy ()^<v£ Xa^TTotg. 

Any body will at once perceive that thefe are not the names ufed 
by the ancient Grecians, but rather formed by the modern Greeks 
upon the Italian: but, as I have neither antient geoprapher nor 
chart, I cannot favour you with the old names ; for, fuch is the 
ignorance of every living creature in the ifland, that they have 
never heard of Amathus or Urania, or indeed of any circumftance 
of antiquity : even a bifhop fcarce knows any other book than his 
Bible and Ritual, which perhaps he can read, though without undcr- 
ftanding more of them than does the mule he rides. 

None of thefe towns and diftrids have any other officers or 
mngiftrates than a cadi, or Judge ordinary, excepting Larnica, 
Famagufta, Cerigna, and Baffo, which are provided with an Alai 
Beghi, or general of horfc ; Serdar, a Marechal ; Defdor, governor 
of the cafllc ; Titiban, governor of the iflands, vice-infpedor ; and 
a Tiumbrackee, or cuflomcr. 

When any caufe of importance falls under the infpedion of the 
cadi, he gives an ilam or report upon it to the muflalem, who, 
after having confidered the circumftances, pafles a decree; but 
both tlic report and decree depend upon the offering, and not upon 
the merits of the caufe. No lawyer is retained, no time fixed for 
hearing and determining fuits, and no place fet apart for a court of 
jufti ce. The divan of the cadfs houfe is the bench, and every 
man is his own attorney. 

In this kingdom is one archbifhop, with three fuffragans ; he 
refides at Nicofia, and his fee is compofed of the (iifirids of Fama- 
gufia, Mel]aria, Citria, Orini, and Carpaflb. The biffiop of Bafib 
lives i^i^the town of that name ; which, together with Pilcope, 
AfSimo, Cuclia, and Crufbeka, or Crifbfu, is in his diocefe. 
The bifhop of Chitty is fometimes in Larnica, fbmetimes in Limefol, 
which two places, and Ghilan, are in his bifliopric. The bifhop of 

Cengjoa 
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Cerigna lives in that town, his fee comprehending befides, Lefca, 
Moriu, and Penloia. 

Our biihop joins me in the opinion that Chitty is really the 
antient Citium, or very near the place where that city flood ; 
it appears to have, been very extenflve, by the old foundations that 
are daily dug up all around. In ranging about, I found two or 
, three places from whence they dug ftones; and, as they were 
below ground, my curiofity induced me to peep into them. There 
I found well Iquared ftones, of a prodigious flze, neatly laid in 
good cement : the flupid labourers prop the roofs with pill s, 
while they undermine the building; whereas, with the hundicdi 
part of the time, toil, and expence, they might have accorni Urhed 
their aim, by uncovering the whole, and clearing away fix or eight 
feet of earth and rubbifii. The wall I traced a confiderable way, and 
found it of great breadth ; though the labourers had wrought in fuch 
an irregular manner, that I could not meafure it ; from general 
appearances, however, I am convinced it has been of great ftrength, 
and very probably, the foundation of the walls of that city ; for 
we read of none of any confequence in that neighbourhood : and 
it is at a very little diflance from that point of land which now 
bears the name of Chitty, 

The revenue of thearchbifliop, co'mmunibus annis, may amount 
to ten thoufand piaflres, which are levied from the towns and 
villages, in wheat, barley, cotton, and other fruits of the earth ; 

' though not by the manner of tythes, but by a certain rate fixed to 
certain lands : and the other biihops draw their revenues from their 
own fees. That of BalFo is worth fr^ one thoufand five hundred 
to two thouland piaflres^ amounting to two hundred and fifty 
pounds : Larnica, or Chitty, from^three ihoufand to four thoufand, 
equal to five hundred pounds ; and Cerigna is equal to BafFo. 
Their value fiu6buate$ in tl^is manher, becaufe nothing is paid for 
thelands which are unculti^ed; and, this is frequently the cafe, 
owing to the rapine of a governor, or the extortion of a man in 
poweir^ plundered of his all, 

how dan he Nay, thpie lavages often reap 

what he brow. » ^ 

Thelfe are;t^^ in a country where living is 

cheap, ^d lb%i^y Jafls yet all the bifhops have other 

expedi^ts Ah’ hsiktiig fums they move from place to 

J^ace as traders, without beflowing the leafl; attention upon their 

R r charge; 
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charge; and frequently the archbifhop raifes general contributions, 
undci the deceitful veil of employing them in pious ufes, or paying 
foinc extraordinary avenias, or fpecial aileiTment of the Turks. 
For example, in the year 1743) the archbifbop for the time being, 
with the countenance of the mulTalem, who ihared in the robbery, 
levied from the poor people no lefs than forty thou land piaflres ; 
but they complained fo effedually to the Porte, corroborating their 
complaints with bribery, that he was flripped of his archiepifcopal 
robes, dignity, and emoluments. Indeed, there is no difficulty in 
obtaining this kind of fatisfa6tion ; for nothing is more agreeable to 
thofe corrupt minifters than complaints, becaule both plaintiffs and 
defendants enforce their arguments with prefents, which muft be 
renewed every hearing ; and, if the plaintiff gains his point fo far 
as to make an empty faddle, the whole profit accrues to thefe 
minifters, who not only fell the vacant places to the beft bidder, 
but afterwards ftiare in the plunder of the new purchafer. 

The benefices arc in the gift of the biffiops, who feverally receive 
from each incumbent one hundred piaftres, when he is invefted 
with his charge ; the bifliop likewife raifes from every church in the 
towns within his own diocefe, one hundred piaftres annually ; which 
are colleded from the people of the parifh. He exads from ten to 
fifteen piaftres from every prieft he ordains ; and one piaftre and a 
quarter for every marriage : but the poor priefts fubfift almoft en- 
tirely upon the charity of the parifties to which they belong ; this, 
even in Larnica, never amounts to more than forty or fifty piaftres, 
lb that they are obliged to follow the meaneft occupations for bread ; 
yet great numbers arc brought up at the altar, that they may be 
exempted from the weight of Turkilh taxes; which, as laymen, 
they would not be able to bear. This being the cafe, the ignorance 
of the clergy is not to be wondered at; the very bifhops are lb 
illiterate as to believe, that religion cemfifts only in forms, ceremo- 
nies, obfervations of holidays, ^bftinence from ftelh and fafting: in 
all which they are exceeded 5^ ihe Armenian church. ^ 

The bilhops are clcded by general ful&a|| I iffie people of 
the particular diocefes ; and, the archhil^^^ip^e is chofen by 
a majojjiity of the fuffrages lakib^y the bilho^||p^each diocefe j 
bu^^lie muft be approved an| >^an(ftion^S;^^!me patent of. the 
grand figmor, who likewife ifeves the^)j|i^cr of depoiiitiQn to 
himfclfi - • ■ ' 

Neither 
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Neither the archbifliop, bifliops, or caloyers of the order of St. 
Bafil, are allowed to marry or eat meat ; though, behind the cur- 
tain, they indulge all their appetites like true voluptuaries ; the other 
priefts may marry, but fhould they become widowers, they muft 
nevw again receive the ijiatrimonial yoke. 

The trade and produce of this ifland (as, I believe, I have already 
liinted) do not amount to the tenth part of what they might yield, 
were they in the hands of induftrious people, governed by juft and 
equitable laws, and the property fo fecured as that their children 
fhould enjoy the fruits of their ingenuity and labour. 

I intended to give you a particular account of the import and 
export of the ifland, at a medium of three years, with a view of its 
yearly produce ; and, for this purpole, made application to fome of 
the cuftom-houfe people, who could not afford me the fat ^ idion 
I defired: however, I have reafon to think that what fo iows is 
pretty exad ; becaufe it comes from thpfe who have the beft oppor- 
tunities of knowing every particular. And, indeed, it is fcarce 
worth while to know more than that the ifland annually produces 
from thirty thoufand to forty thoufand okes of lilk, amounting to 
about one hundred and ten thouland pounds Englifti weight, each 
oke weighing about two pounds three quarters ; three thoufand 
quintals of cotton, of one hundred and eighty okes each, which 
we fliall call,, feven hundred and fifty tuns ; and about five hundred 
quintals, or one hundred twenty-five tuns of ftieep’s wool ; about 
double the quantity of the dying drug which they call lizarin, and 
we term madder, unmanufactured j of the brown foflll, called 
by us, ombre, and by them, petran tou troullous, which is uled as 
a ground-paint, there is. an inexhauftible ftore in the mountains, 
and about five hundred tuns may bc” yearly exported; of the car- 
robe- bean, or chirat^in, five hundred quintals, or one hundred 
twenty-five tuns are exported to Damiata and Alexandria, whence 
it is carried to Grand Cairo^ and almoft every part of ^gypt. All 
the other inerchandizes go to difierent parts of Europe ; namely, 
Britain, France, Hdla|^>A^^|U^ Venice; what goes to other 
places is inconfida:dbI^|^Th^ to the amount 

of three htmd^$xty*fiire f^oof^^ or nine hundred fcventy- 

tbr^ thoutell tiree hum|^^jKn(|' t^^ gallons, 

being, e(}ual Ip tivo gallons a^ii3iir^;i]urds: the greateft part of this 
article is carried to Venice; lor the wines of the countries around 
that city are very bad; and thfs can be brewed to advantage. 


The 
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The whole of the wine-harveft, or vintage, may be reckoned at 
eight hundred thoufand coofes, or two million one hundred thirty- 
three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three gallons, equal to 
thirty-three thoufand eight hundred and fixty-two hoglheads, as 
the worft vintage, barring accidents, yields about feven hundred 
and fifty thoufand coofes, and the beft never produces more than 
nine hundred thoufand ; fo that making the computation at one 
fourth of a piaftre per coole to the farmer proprietor, the value of . 
the vintage will amount to two hundred thoufand piaflres, or 
twenty-five thoufand pounds per annum : yet, properly Ipeaking, it 
yields a great deal more to the ifiand, becaufe the longer the wine 
is kept upon the grofs lees, the more valuably it becomes ; info- 
much that, although I fix it at the rate of one fourth of a piafter 
per coofe, yet immenfo quantities are fold for double that price, and 
even for three piaftres per coole. 

The inhabitants moreover export confiderable quantities of hams, 
bacon, goat-milk cheefe, bifouits, vermicelli, macaroni, &c. which 
it is impo/lible to afoertaio. 


Efiimate of the export from Cyprus. 


365000 coofes of wine, at P. 

i| p. 

coofe, . 

P. 547 JOO 

40000 okes of filk, 

7 

oke, > 

• 280000 

3000 quintals of cotton. 

75 

quinta], 

• 225000 

1000 quintals of madder, 

50 

quinta), 

. 50000 

500 quintals of fheeps-wool. 

23 

quinta], 

• I 1500 

500 quintals of carrobe, 

2 l 

quinta], 

. 1250 

500 tuns of tetra ombre, 

I 

tun, « 

. , 500 


jf. 139+68 15 = P.1115750 


By the laws, all goods ought to pay an impoft of three per cent, 
ad valorem, when imported or ported ; fo that the duties of the 
above mentioned commodities Ihould amount to thir^-three thou- 
&nd three hundred andfeyehty-two piaftres j yet I am well informed 
that the whole of the cuftomsi; ^e of the ch^i]^c$ qf manageinen^ 
(which arc very finall, feldom^csccds fixtecn ^hltod piaftres, or 
two thpuiahd pounds : but not the onl^d^y levied on thefc 
goiidf; for filk pays at the gajrdcin one fou^ i piaftre per oke; 
cotton Oise piaftre and thrd; l^dttets pe^ |^ta]^ and the reft io 
proportion.^ ' * 

The 
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The import confids in broad-cloth, by far tlie grcatcft part of 
which is from France, and fome from a new maniifadory at Venice^ 
a few bales come from Great Britain, but none, as yet, from Hol- 
land ; in watches, toys of every kind, cutlery ware, pepper, tin, 
lead, fugar, all forts of filk manufactures, and other things of lefs 
conlequence ; but there is no great quantity of any article con- 
ilimed : for the inhabitants are kept fo wretchedly poor, that they 
caiinot indulge their tafte for luxury and extravagance, yet they 
arc lazy to an iinfpeakablc degree ; and the time which fliould be 
employed to fome rational purpofe, for the benefit of their families, 
or the common weal, is Ipent in childifii divetfions, or in hatching 
villainous fchemes. 


They have, indeed, fome manufactures in the illand, and do not 
want capacity, were they willing to be rightly inftruCcd. Of cottoii 
dimities, with a little filk, they ihakc about ten thouland pieces, of 
ten pichi each, the pichi being equal to twenty-feven inches ; of 
cutuhi and pefmi, coarlc kinds of cotton-fattin, about fifteen 
thoufand pieces ; of batarii, or broad cotton cloth, about one 
thoufand pieces ; of coarfe filk handkerchiefs, very bad, twenty 
thoufand pieces; of ikimity, which is a kind of cotton linneO) 
about forty thoufand pieces ; and of a thin, coarfe, cottton 
fhirting, a great quantity, though 1 do not know precifely what. 


Eftimatc of the manufactures in Cyprus, part of which is exported. 


40000 pieces of fkimity, 

20000 pieces coverlids for beds, &c. 
20000 pieces of handkerchiefs, 
15000 pieces of cutuni and pefmi, 
10000 pieces of dimity, 

1000 pieces of batani, 

exclufive of the fhirting. 


P. 3 ^ per piece. 

P. 1 40000 

i 2 i 

250000 

6 

1 20000 

+ 1 

67500 

2 

20006 

4 

4000 

75187, 10 ±: 

p. 601500 


This country (as I am told)- produces a great miny medicinal 
herbs, together with a variety of fofiils; but, as 1 ^underftand 
nothing of their ufes or properties, and have no inclination' tp. dip 
into that kind of erudition, you fhall excufe me from faying ahy 
thing on thele fubjeCls : the truth is, I am fo ignoraiit of thefe 
matters, that 1 fcarce know under \^hat fpecies to clafs the afbeflos, 
of which there is a great quantity near Paphos, I fhould have faia 
^fFo, but the other name, is more familiar to my imagination* 

8 f This 
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This extraordinary production of the earth, in fome places, lies in 
one continued (tratum, and fometimes is found here and there in 
little detached beds; yet, neverthelefs, it is dear. The quality of 
it every body knows, fo that I need not expatiate upon tLit head : 
here likewife is found Vermillion of three different kinds. 

I have formerly obferved that the country abounds with vermin- 
of different kinds, particularly reptiles and infeCls, of which I fent 
a fmall collection to a friend in Britain ; amongft thefe were two 
tarantulas, and I little thought 1 fhouldever be under the ncceffity 
of writing upon that fpecies ; however, a^gentleman for whole com- 
mands I have the utmbft deference, has given me to uiiderdand, 
that' dilputes concerning this animal are revived in England ; 
and, as they are very numerous in Cyprus, defired I would favour 
him with a defeription of the creature, and communicate what I 
had heard and obferved touching the effect and cure of its bite, 
in compliance with this gentleman’s requeift, I have engaged in an 
enquiry, which was no farther agreeable than as it might contribute 
to the gratification of his curiofity ; and I fhall now impart all the 
particulars which I could learn on the fubjeCt. 

All the virtuofi I have converled with, and, I believe, all the 
authors who have written upon this creature, agree that there arc 
various kinds of the fame fpecies, though in the two I fent to 
fcitain, there was no difference, except infizc; and the figure and 
magnitude of the largeft are exaCtly reprefented in this drawing. 
It was fent to me by a young lady who had heard me Cxprefs a 
defire of having fome of them alive, and made me a preftnt of if, 
in themoft obJigingand polite manner, which is, inde^^ ‘ peculiar 
to all her family. After this encomium, you muft hot iriiagirie fhe 
is a Cypriote, but, rather, the reverfe of that people : for fhe 
poflefles beauty, virtue, and good fonfe, with a grea:t*deal of wit, 
and a variety of other accomplifhments. I drew it while it was 
fprawling upon the needle, before I immerfed it in fpirits : but I 
would not have you imagine that I intend to give you an accurate 
defeription of the pjwts, of Which I really do not know the names, 
either irj my own or aitiy Other toguage, 

With regard fp the animal %&lf, we often; in ancient flory, ‘find 
mention made of the arachne; '‘but, I am of opinion, that the word 
tarantula was not known to the old Grecians, and fhe modern 
Greeks call it at leaft, I can learn no other name. N®. i 
is the body; the head and mOtith arc 'not detached, but appear in 

the 
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the lower part of the body, near the verge of this N®. i ; nor 
could 1 perceive any junction by vertebraj ol any kind: the head 
and different parts feem to be ot a very curious texture j but my 
glafles were not good enough to enable me to draw them. 21 

is the belly; N?. 3 the limbs, each of which have three joints. 
N ‘'.4 repreients an hooked forceps, of a reddi/li colour on the 
• inner fide, though the reft is black, or nearly of that colour. 
With thefe I faw the incifion made, at Icaft fo it appeared to my 
naked eye, in an inftance which I fhall aftetwaids relate, and 
through them the venom feemed to be conveyed. 1 am of opinion, 
that the creature ufes N^. 5, 5, as a blind man ufes his ftick, to 
grope his way, and to feel that nothing impedes him in feizing his 
prey. The whole body and legs arc black, and cov cred with long 
thick hair of the fame colour, though not downy ; for the hairs 
ftand up like fb many fltulas, or little briftles: I imag'ned I could 
difeern fix eyes, though the learned mention eight ; but a day or 
two after I put the fpider into fpirit, I could not oblerve fo much as 
one of thofe fix which 1 thought 1 had feen before. 

Since I fent this tarantula to England, I have procured another 
infinitely more beautiful and much larger than any one that was 
ever feen in this place* The body and belly arc two inches and 
one eighth, and it was full three inches and a half as it ftood ; the 
body was rather more than four eighths broad, and feven eighths long ; 
the belly feven eighths broad, and one inch and two cightlis long, 
being of a full round make, and brownilb colour, ftiaded from he 
center fcal’opwife ; the belly was fhaped like an olive, and furnifiied 
with two little tails, as in the drawing. 

I irritated the fellow of this large tarantula with a clean cut quill, 
when the animal raifed itfelf on one fide, threw herfelf upon her 
back before fhe could feize the pen, then bit very fmai tly, and held 
fb faft, that I feveral times lifted her by the hold ftie had taken, 
but 1 could not obferve the leaft appearance of moifturc about the 
quill ; fo that, furcly, a great quantity of poifon could not be 
infufed into a wound from the bite ; however, as there might be 
matter too fubtle for my eye, I took care to burn the quill, in 
order to prevent accidents. I could perceive no eyes either in il;is 
or the other ; and, when I put them in fpirits, they difeharged 
cryftalline globules, which I. fhall mention when I return to the 
former two. 


As 
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As to the effecJts of the bite, fuch as they arc defcribcd by 
Italian authors, I can fay nothing from my own obfervation, unlefs 
I had a mind to bite you ; which is not at all my prefent purpofe. 
Mauy wonderful tales I have heard, and many more 1 have read in 
the works of the learned, that feem calculated for the amufement 
of children, or fuch old people as are returned to a ftate of infancy ; 
but, as neither you nor I come under thefe predicaments, I (hall 
leave them at prefent untouched. 

This I will venture to fay, with great confidence, that if any kind 
of mortal ftupor attends the bite of the tarantula, the Cypriotes 
have not yet hit upon the melodious knack of expelling it ; 
though there is not a more wanton, fiddling fet of mortals, upon 
the face of the earth. Pofiibly thefe fpiders may be lefs ojfFenfive 
here than in Apuglia, though I will not pretend to afiign a natural 
caufe for this difference, as this country is to the fbuthward of Italy, 
and Icorched with a greater degree of heat, which generally exalts 
the virulency of all poifbns. 

If our tarantulas are as venomous, they are furely better natured 
than thofe of Italy ; for, after a very minute enquiry among all the 
people of the country, as well as of Monfieur Lefebure, our phy- 
iician, who is a man of extenfive knowledge and experience, I 
cannot find that any one perfon has been bit by a tarantula, though 
they are here in vaft numbers ; yet they are univerfally avoided, the 
people being poffelfed with a notion that they may be bit into mad- 
nefs : a prejudice which, in all probability, they have imbibed from 
the Italians, who are very much addidled to hyperbole. 

From what I have faid, it naturally follows, that you are not to 
exped a difiertation upon the eifeds of the bite, or the cure of it, 
lb far as it regards the human body ; and yet I will give you one 
inllance of its malignity upon a creature of another Ipccies. When 
I put the firft two into ipirits, they went infiantly to the bottom, 
in about a couple of feconds, fpewed out a little black matter ; 
and, from the pores of their bodies and limbs, ififued a vaft number 
of little globular particles, as bright and Ihining as the fineft quick- 
filyer. In my great bottle Was preferved one of the largeft cater- 
pillars I have ever feen, of a moft beautiful verdure, which I greatly 
admired : but one of thefe tarantulas no Iboner arrived at the bot- 
tom, than Ihe feized this beautiful ‘ infe^i ; which, in an inftant, 
a^pted a footy colour, that overlpread the head and lieck, and 
^ proceeded 
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proceeded down to the middle of the back. The lame effect I 
have obierved upon the human body, from the bite of the -pers 
which are peculiar to the ifland of Ilia in Scotland; where the 
venom fpreads, the Ikin of the mofi: beautiful girl will be cii ^ cd 
into a diilky brown colour, like that of the adder itlelf: a. phe* 
nomaenon which I can authciiticate from my own obfervation. 

On the whole, the tarantula, which in all likelihood derives its 
name from Tarentum, feems to be the true phalangium, according 
to the dcicription of that animal, which is reprefented as a poilbn- 
ous fpider with eight legs, compoled of three joints each ; and I 
mull not forget to tell you, that thefe animals, particularly in the 
parts about the belly, fhrunk very much after they had been a few 
days in fpirits. So much for the tarantula of Cyprus. 

In the beginning of this month, I accompanied Mr. Conful 
Wakeman, and Mr. Boddington, to Mount Croce, which is a pretty 
high hill, at the diftance of about four hours and a quar er, that 
is, feventeen miles, from Larnica, and fo remarkable as to he an ex- 
cellent land-mark for fea-faring people : for this very reaf ^n, it 
muft have had fome name from the ancients, though now it is not 
known. 

Upon the fummit ftands a chUrch dedicated to the holy crofs, and 
fandtified by what they imagine part of the wood upon which our 
Saviour fulFered, fixed in a large crols upon the left of the altar. 
This piece of wood was given to a papa of the Greek church, by 
St. Helena mother of Conftantine the great, with liberty to build 
a church where it now appears. She likewife endowed it with cer- 
tain lands, which, at prelent, maintain thirty perlbns, who lerve. 
at, or about the altar ; live of them being in prieft s orders. The 
church is very fmall, and built in the mean manner of the modern 
Greeks ; and the painting is fo monllrous, that it would even dis- 
grace a paultry alehoule in our country. 

About three miles from this odd fabric, is another chapel and 
convent, upon the lame confrerated lands; here we dined, and our 
horles were taken care of by the reverend frther, whd is at once, 
farmer, innkeeper, and priefr. 

The conful, aiill Mr. Boddington, who are extremely obliging, 
undertook this journey in a good meafure for my fatisfa^tion; for, 
though around the country is quite parched, without a drop of 

T t Water, 
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water, except what is drawn from pits, and ihat is always brackifli, 
I was ftruck with the appearance of the place, which, at a diftance, 
re/cmbled our highlands, and feemed topromife a vaiiety of ddight- 
ful profpe<5ls. I was, however, greatly difippointcd j though fome 
few pleafant bottoms occurred to our view, and appeared the niore 
agreeable as they relieved the eye from the fight of barren waftes, 
and introduced a fucctfiion of objeds, A parcel of low pirch firs 
are fcattered up and down the mountains, though none of the fize 
of timber ; while the plains produce fome olives, and a good many 
aromatic herbs. Wc ranged over many bare hills, and crofted a 
number of dry channels ; fo that during the whole excurfion, I did 
not fee one pile of grafs, or one drop of running-water, except 
from one fickly, and almoft expiring fpring. Whai Briton, of a 
moderate fortune, would live in fuch a difigreeable country ; 
where, tl oT gh the neceflaries of life are abundant, and the prices 
reafonabic enough, there is nothing animate or inanimate to enter- 
tain your mind, delight your eye, or amufe your imagination! 
The men are worle than hearts, the women more ugly than fancy 
can conceive human females to be, elpecialJy in an iftand which 
was once the feat of beauty and of love j and not the leaft veftige 
remains of antiquity, or even of thofe remarkable objeds which 
the Venetians might be expcdled to have left upon the ifland. As 
for the climate, you may judge of it from the thermomctrical table 
which 1 fhall continue until the year is compleated, and fend over 
as opportunities may occur. 

Although I have already trelpafted upon your patience, by this 
dull letter, I cannot help (now that I am talking of the climate) 
communicating fome frerti particulars about the Salines, or inland 
ialt-iakes ; though, I am afraid, 1 have already been too imperti- 
nent and prolix upon that fubjed. 

Having often viewed the water in its progreftion to fait, together 
with the manner of gathering it, and confidered every circum- 
rtance with all the attention I am able to bertow, I fee no realbn 
for changing my former opinion; but fhall add, that the wall 
built around it, murt have been raifed with a view to preierve a 
greater quantity of lalt-water than Bowed intp it by any natural 
fiih^^nean communication with the fea, between which, and the 
falt-lake, there is a very dirtinA canal rtiU to , be feen : there the 
wall has been prodigiouily rtrong, with two Iluices to admit or 
difeharge the fea water at pleafiire ; one of the leaders, or. conduits 
from the rtuice, is entire to this day^ 9od what fuhy refutes that 

opinion 
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opinion which fuppofts that the fait is made from rain-water, the 
furrounding wall excluded all torrents Irom the adjacent grounds, 
for the reception and difeharge of which, there was a large ditch 
or canal round the whoa: ; and over this, at dilFercnt places, were 
bridges conhfting of two arches, eight or ten Icci each, befides the 
intervening pillar : and there was a good re .!on f building them 
of fuch extent, for all the circumjacent ground declines towards 
• this lake, and there was no level to carry it off ; fo that as vaft 
quantities fell in the winter, there it lay until it was exhaled by the 
fun or imbibed by the thirfty foil. 

As I walked through the crufted fea, the fleam was extremely 
naufeous, and fmelled /ike putrified fifli ; the fait, for the moft 
part, was concreted into cakes, like white ice when the water 
leaves it : and immediately below this, is a coagulated, though not 
abfolutely confolidated water. The lurface is taken off with paring 
/hovels, and laid in little heaps, that the watry part may be exhaled 
or run off ; then it is carried on alles to the fhore, where it is 
formed into little mounts: what I call the coagulated water, 
becomes, in a few days, a folid cake ; and thus the people work 
during the whole feafbn, in whiph the fun has the neceffary influ- 
ence : this may continue to the end of September, and fometimea 
longer. 

The whole may, probably, produce no more than the two 
thoufand piaftres 1 mentioned by way of myrah, or farm-rent; 
yet about five thoufand cart-loads, of three hundred okes each, are 
annually made. Of thefe, the farmer is allowed to make two 
thoufand, but the janifaries make and dilpofe of the refl at plea- 
fure, though not without paying hufli-money : lb that the whole 
quantity Will amount to about fifty thouland bufhels ; whereas it 
might fwell to an infinitely greater proportion. It is, undoubtedly, 
managed in a very flovenly manner ; and when I fay fo to the in- 
habitants, they anfwer, that they make as much as they can con- 
fume, But if any man could be properly fecured in a leafe of it 
for twenty years, he might make fifty times the quantity, export it 
in his own /hipping, and find Gik for it in a variety pf markets. 

Thefe lakes are a blefling, in one re/peft, to the country, bura 
very great curfe to this town of Larnica ; for, to their noxious 
vapours, the unheafthine/s of this place is imputed: indeed, ex- 
clufive of the flench, which muft produce foul air from what 
comer ibever the wind blows^ the vapours are all impregnated 
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with infomiich than when we went to Mount Croce, in the 
(for people cannot travel in the day) the dew upon our whifkers 
was as fait as the German ocean, though the water of the Salines is, 
in my opinion, ten times more fait ; fo that there muft be r.n im- 
incnfe quantity of that mineral in t te earth itfelf. Frequently the 
milk which is brought for our tea, is fo exceflively fait that we can- 
not ufe it with any degree of pleafure ; and it is more or lefs im- 
pregnated according to the pafturc of which the goats have fed,' 
for there is no fuch thing as cow’s milk to be had on the ifland, 
becaufc there is no grafs during the fummer. This difagreeable 
tafte prevails in fpite of all the fugar we can ufe ; and, as all the 
juices of the human body arc fait in a certain degree, what is per- 
Ipired muft certainly partake of that quality ; but here it is impreg- 
nated with fuch an incredible proportion, that after the fweat had 
cooled, I have often rubbed a perfc<ft dry powdered fait from my 
forehead. Good Heaven ! what a country muft this be, where a 
man is pickled alive ! 

And now, dear brother, as a traveller, I am about to bid you 
farewell ; in that charadler I fhall write no more : but, if ever it 
fhall be my good fortune to return to my own country, you fhall 
have by word of mouth whatever I may have obferved in the courfe 
of my exile. However trivial, or unentertaining my letters may 
have been, I will venture to affure you, that every fa6l I have re- 
lated has cither fallen under my own obfervation, or been fan€tioned 
by the beft authority I could procure. 

With that fame candour and impartiality which I have hitherto 
preferved, I fhall now conclude, with obferving that the Turkifh 
politics, and the manner in which they are conduced, confift in 
violence, villainy, and blood, extended from the higheft fountain 
to the meaneft ftream. Other legiflatures have endeavoured to in- 
Ipire the fubjedl with the love of virtue, and the abhorrence of 
vice ; but the Turkifh adminiftration encourages rapine, debauchery, 
and all forts of crimes in its delegates, that it may never want a 
pretence for ftripping them of their pofleflions thus villainoufly ac- 
quired. Jn other countries one man is avaritious in order to found, 
orj» enrich a family, another may be alieni appetens fui profufus ; 
Eut the firft can never be a motive, and the laft cafe very feldom 
happens, in Turky, where property is neither inherited nor fecured ; 
and where individuals dare not di^hy a tafte for luxury and extra- 
vagance, left they fhould attradl the cupidity of the minifter, who 
would foon cclipfe them with a bowftring. Indeed their difpofi- 

tions 
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tions feldom or never take this turn ; they rather feem m rob ib: 
the fake of robbing, and never harhonr an antipathy to villain^, 
unlefs they are greater than themfelves j and in tliat cafc they ai< 
in terror of Wng devoured, as om beaft of prey is fwallowed by 
another. 

# 

An a^aive virtue in the fovereign will always ditfuie itfelt 
among the fubjefts, whereas the lloth, iiidolencei and vinous 
* appetites of an eaftern monarch, who fpends his time in wanton 
dalliance with bis women, rcgardlefs of the laws and happinefs of 
his people, will infect all the fubordinate members of his empire^, 
and univerfal depravity will enfue. 

If you read my letters as a critic, 1 know yon will cenfiirc then^ 
as the friend of, 


Pear Sir, 

Your ever faithful, and affe<^ionute brothers 

Sep, aj, 1745, 


Va 
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Dear Brother, 

S I N C E I bad you farewell, as a traveller, in my letter of the 
twenty-fifth of September, my talkative fit is returned, and I 
cannot, for my heart, refrain from communicating what is now in 
my mind, efpecially as my own charader is concerned in my 
refiedions. 

I have lately read Mr. Miflbn’s new voyage to Italy, &c. and 
perufed, with great attention, his account of the places in which 
I myfelf had been ; and, concerning which, I have endeavoured 
to gratify your curiolity ; for, I was perfuaded, that a performance 
written by one of Mr. Mifibn s learning and judgment, would be 
a fpeculum to refiedfc my own faults, inform my mind, corre^, 
and even enrich my fancy. I therefore carefully revifed my own 
letters, and compared them with what he has publifhed on the fame 
fubjedls ; and, as you may chooie to read that gentleman’s per- 
formance, in order to judge of mine, I muft, in jufticc to myfelf, 
take notice of fome circumilances in which he has been egregioufiy 
miftaken. 

He lays, “ From good authority, the walls of Florence were 
** fixteen thouland two hundred and forty fathoms round, equal to 
« ninety-two thouland and twenty-fix feet, reckoning the fathom 
at five feet and two thirds.” If this was ever the cafe, it muft 
have been many years, if not many ages before he wrote j and, at 
any rate, I fhould not choofe to affirm fuch a fadt with fuch confi- 
dence of expreffion. He is likewile informed, that the breadth of 
the Arno amounts to five hundred fathoms; and, if this be true, I 
muft ufe a boat to arrive at my favourite bridge of la Santa Trinita, 
which, from the beginning of the firft arch, to the extremity of 
tl^ 4aft, does not extend to more than two hundred and forty feet, 
and the foundation towards the ftreets, may poffibly ftretch fixty 
or eighty feet farther. 


In 
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In thefe matters, he has certainly been too credulous, and rejected 
the evidence of his own eyes: befides, I cannot conceive how 
he fliould miilake the arms of the different towns, which are in 
St. Laurence’s chapel, for hieroglyphics ; for, furely, his intention 
was not to be merry upon all armorial bearings, which, certainly, 
in one (enle, come under that denomination. 

, I do not at all doubt the truth of what he has laid about Livy’s 
tomb, and am plealed with his remarks upon the inlcriptions 
which he has exhibited ; yet, upon my honour, they did not occur 
to my view, though I certainly law the ftone, and read the inferip- 
tion as I tranfmitted it, which I affirm to be exad : it is the only 
one I took the trouble to tranlcribe in the original character ; becaufc 
I thought one example of that kind fufficient cither for your 
purpole or mine. 

Some of his critieifms upon the epitaph of Antenor are too 
learned for my conception ; nor do I remember any thing of the 
letter C, at the beginning of the firft line; though it might have 
elcaped my oblervation, as I happened to be in a hurry at the 
time : I am plcafed to find it did efcape my notice, as, in all 
probability, it would . have led me into the road of nonfenfical 
conjectures. 

As to our different accounts of Genoa, Livorno, Pifa, Florence, 
Bologna, and feveral other places, he may pleafe you in one way, 
and 1, perhaps, in another : but, before I quit this author, I mull 
take notice of what he a^ances about the tarantula, in thefe words. 
“ Baglivi confirms every 'thing that doCtor Sangenito fays, and adds 
** Ibme particulars to his account ; one of the moll lingular is, that 
thefe infeCls kill and eat one another when they meet, a practice 
« which is common to them with thole other animals only which 
we call men, homo, homini lupus.” I confefs I do not Well 
underlland the meaning of this comparifon. Would he fay that taran - 
tulas and men are the only created beings who kill and eat each 
other? Surely he mull in that ienle be millaken, even if he Ipeaks 
figuratively or the human Ipecies, for a multitude of creatures 
litterally prey upon one another, estclufivc of the tarantulas; which, 
by the bye, fo 1^ as I have been able to learn and obferve, never 
devour thofe of their own Ipecies. 

I have likewile peruled Mr. Breval*s remarks, which are very 
elegantly written, and contain a pretty concife hiftory of every 

thing 
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thinij; idail-.g to the particular places which he deferibes j fuch as 
the vreat men for whofe birth or deceafe they were fatnousy 
ii.;;cther with a multitude of inferiptions : ncverthelefs, I mud point 
out fomclads and opinions, in which I am fo unhappy as to diiFer 
liom that gentleman. Fie fays the roof of the Florentine gallery 
is ill painted ; I, on the other hand, think it is mafterly done: and 
the bed connoifTeurs aflirm it contains more beauties than I am 
capable of difeeming. Mr. Breval has poifibly been prejudiced by 
the hyfK'rbolical praifes of the Italians, which are very apt tQ 
i-'.f]iirc Grangers v\ ith contempt for their tafte ; perhaps he paid 
iitile attention to this painting, becaufe it does not glare j and from 
thefc two circunidances pronoujiced too hady a judgment. 

Tie obferves that Ferrara, next to Pila, is the word inhabited 
fine town in Italy ; whence one would imagine the lad is worfe 
inhabited than the bird. But this is by no means the cafe : in the 
dreets of Ferrara there is fcarce a foul to be feen ; whereas, in the 
other, there is a good diew of people, and many of thele too, per-*- 
ibns of iHilindioii. 


He tells us that the two datues in Ferrara, which I have men- 
tioned as reprefenting duke Nicholas the third on horleback, and 
Boflb the drd in a chair of date, with a of maintenance on 
liis head, “ have a line effedf, with prodigious limplicity :** far be 
it from me to difpvite with him on matters of tade. The effedt 
may be fo line as not be difeerned by my eye ; and the limplicity 
fo great as to be deditutc of every air of grandeur or elegance ; 
for I really think them very mean and defpicable performances. 
He is likewdle plea fed to fay, “ Anteno^Sarcophagus, at Paduay 
Bands in one of the dreets, with a baludradc around it.** If this is 
the cafe, certainly iny eyes have played me falfe ; for, if I dare 
Trult to the evidence of my own fenfes, you may rely upon the 
truth of what 1 have laid concerning that modern piece pf 
antiquity. 

As I have already alKrnied that the inlcription for Livy, which I 
tranferibed, is literacy exadf, I mud, of conlequence, ailert that 
he is midaken in giving Reliquite for Offa, and in leaving out the 
word Fatavini. Mr. Miflbn is alfo erroneous in omitting pro uno, 
of the inlcription, which commemorates the prelcnt of Pe Vinci’s 
drawings in the Ambrolian library, and his refudng three thoulanci 
^piftolcs from James the fird of Great Bi^tain, for one of thefe per^ 
foimances. 


Not 
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Not to tire you with an unpicafantfnbjedt, I fliall only add, that 
Mr. Breval and I widely differ in onr notions of Venice, with 
regard to its ftr^ngth : he afferts it may be \ t ry foon reduced to a 
furrender by f/mine; whereas, if 1 am riglitly informed, and I 
h .ve reaibn to believe my authority is good, the Venetians might 
held but ten years- at leaft ; for they have always giovifions for that 
pciiod in their granarhs, their lagunes are w\ll (lored with lifli, 
and no veffcls of war can furround, approach, or block ihcin up : 
lc.i any perlbn furvey a map of ihc country around, and he will fee 
that, unlefs their enemies are poffcffed of all ihc circumjacent 
provinces, they miift find a nuaiber oi refources for procuring fup- 
plies of* proyifion Ind' cd cartlc and vegetables might become 
exceflively dear, but thcie are infignificant delicacies, while men 
have grain' of which they can make bread, with plenty ol water, 
arms, ammunition, and determined valour. If you refled upon 
the fiege of Famagufta, of which I have already taken notice, i • my 
letter of July the eighteenth, j 745* you will grant that the Vene^ 
tians do not eafily fubmit to a conqueror. 

Befides thefe two authors, I have alfo read Mr. Tournefort, with 
whom I have the honour to agree in almoft all thofe things which 
we have both mentioned* In fome few conjedures about places in 
Delos, yfQ thtek dij^ently : and furely this is no fubjed for won- 
der, confidering the obfeurify iiv which every thing is ihroiided. I 
fhall, however, mention one thing in which we neither differ nor 
agree. He gives the infeription which 1 found upon a broken ftone 
in the Naumachlium, with the deficiency fupplied, and makes it an 
oblong Iquare of this form ; whereas, I exhibit it in a very different 
figure with fome lettcrs^anting ; thefe may have been defaced by 
time ; and, perhaps, he did not think the Ihape or dimchfions of 
the ftone worthy of his particular regard ; though a man of my 
liipderate intelle^s was not fure but they might be of confequcncc. 

Mr. Pope, at the beginning of the odtavo edition of his tranfla- 
tion of Homer, gives a drawing of what he calls the Homerium 
Smyrneum, and thus it appears. Whcncciihe had this draught I 
'Cannot conceive : for, as tbedcbnographical plan. I have given of 
what is cklled the Homerium, is perfeftly exa^I, you will fee that 
this cannot poffibly be it^, elevation, as it has an open portico, or 
kind of corridore, the whole length of the front. This draff^t 
makes it mean enough for a fc|iooI ; but the^an I tranfmitted, 
though it contains nothing very magnificent, iPa little too grand 
for that purpolc : and I queftion muqi whether Homer ever taught 
■ ■ X X at 
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nt bniyrnn, in any other capacity tinn that of uflier to his fatlKr-tii- 
Jnw Fiicmiiis, after whofc death he becami’ acq . tinted with Mentis, 
vv'Iio was fo pleafed with his ccnverfttion, that he ctignped our bard 
to accompany him in fomc of his tridiitg voyages ; m the c.>urfe 
of which, Homer had an opportunity ol feeing the wt rM V/ith 
regard to the trees that are rcprelented growing about the ichool, 
the drawer might as well have exhibited Mount Vefuvius, with a river 
of water ifluing from its bowels. 

As I fhall probably, in a little time, fhift my quarters, you need 
not be airaid that I (hall, after this opportunity, trouble you with 
any additional remarks upon this ifland : however, J am refolvcd to 
make the mod of this occalion, and talk my recolledlion in commu- 
nicating every extraordinary circumftance of which I have been an 

eye-witnefs llnce my refidence at Cyprus. Well then, our 

gcjvernment is changed : and, in lieu ot a mufTalem, we are ruled 
by a pacha of three tails ; that is, of the higheft rank next to the 
grand vifier, but he is provided with the fame officers, though in a 
greater number; fo that the country is now fubjed to a more 
powerful tyrant, and to him much greater honour is done than to a 
mufialcm, to whom the confuls only lend their annual prefents ; 
whereas, this viceregent exads their pcrfonal attendance at Nicolia. 
Accordingly, Mr. Conful Wakeman fet out from hence on the lixth 
ot May, to perform this expenlive, mean ceremony ; which, I 
think, is unworthy of the crowns of Britain and of France. 

The Neapolitan and Ragufian confuls made no attempt to appear 
magnificent in their retinue and equipage, but the French and 
Venetians made ftrong efforts for that purpofe, though they excelled 
us in nothing but number and confufion ; our little troop marched 
with a genteel decency, and every thing was conduded in an elegant 
manner. The greateft part of the country, until we arrived at 
the river Peroi, which is about eight miles from Nicolia, is extremely 
barren ; wc lodged very agreeably at a village called Margo, from 
whence wc fet out next morning, and went to a Greek convent, a 
little way from ‘town. The pacha had lent his horles very finely 
caparif ned a la Turquoile, to wait our coming ; a very extraordi- 
nary compliment : thefe we mounted, and bur little cavalcade 
began to move in this order. Firft, the chiavus chilar agafi of 
the ogiak, or corps of the janifaries ; then the muzur of the ogiak, 
or corps of the ^hi; thefe officers may be underftood as majors, 
adjutants, and fortietimcs as agents for the refpedive corps : after 
them rode the confuFs janifaries, the bh^cellor and firff drugoman, 

Dodor 
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Do£lor Cruttji, the firft drugoman’s Ion being a protegee, the drugo- 
man of the feraglio, the conful, with his zoiiadars on each fide of 
hishorfe; Mr. Boddington and your humble iervant, together with 
Mr. Golightly, an Englifh gentleman who was occafionaliv here, 
and Mr. Gibion who was follov/ed by the lervants in their difl'ercnt 
degrees. 

• A Tittle while after wc halted at our lodgings, the conful fent to 
know if the vifier pacha would pleafc to give him audience : and 
the anfwer was, when it would be moll convenient for .. v. nful. 
We therefore fci out for the palace, before dinner, in tiie order I 
have already deferibed, and all of us difmounted at tiie gate, 
except the pacha, who rode into the court of the feraglio, where 
ten or a dozen fine horfes flood gorgcoufly caparifbncd; indeed 
their furniture was incredibly extravagant. All the guards and 
officers of the palace were ranged in the couit, flairs, pafiages, 
and apartments through which we pafled to the prelence-chamber, 
and all was filent and ftill. There we flood until the entrance of 
the pacha, who clapped the conful on the fhouldcr, as a mark of 
high favour and regard, defired him to fit, and leveral times bad 
him welcome : nobody fat but the pacha on his divan, and the 
conful on an elbow-chair of ftate : the pacha’s not being in the 
room to receive him, and the conful’s (landing until the other 
entered, proceeds from this piindlilio. A vifier, a muflalem, and 
even thofc of an inferior rank, think it is too great condefcenfioii 
in them to rife from their feats and falute an infidel; and, 
on the other hand, a conful will not go into the prefence of 
any officer, whatever his diftindlion may be, unlefs he is received 
ftanding; fo that this method was agreed upon as a falvo for the 
honour of both : and tliefe preliminaries, with fcveral others, are 
always fettled by the intercourfe of the drugoman, before the con- 
ful goes to audience. 

After fome common-place fpecches, and hollow aflurances of 
friendfhip, which gold alone can realize, we were entertained with 
coffee, fweat-meats, and fherbet,^ and, laftly, with perfumes, 
Ivhich always imply a licence to withdraw. When the conful rofe 
to take his leave, he was prefented by the vifier with a" kurk, or 
robe lined with fur, which was put upon him fay one of the 
officers. You may imagine this was a diflinguifhing mark of 
generoiity, but 1 nevet heard of that virtue amon]^ the {ubje<^s of 
the grand fignior; and this veftment had been dearly bought by 
the prefertts which the conful had made him in the morning. 

From 
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From the prcfcnce-chamber we retreated through the fame range of 
officers, and were favoured with an audience of the khya, or 
prime miniftcr, conducted in the fame manner, though with this 
difference, the minifter is not ferved upon the knee like his mafter; 
thence we returned to our lodgings, with the fame order and 


The city of Nicofia is fituated in the midft of a beautiful plain,, 
between Olympus and another range of mountains, which run from 
the fouth-weft to the north-eaft of the ifland : fbmc geographers, or 
rather travellers, have diftinguifhed Monte Croce, by the appella- 
tion of Mount Olympus, but I am inclined to believe the firft to 
be Mamilla Montis Olympi, which was fevcral miles to the fbuth- 
caft of Olympus ; and thus you fee how thefe two mountains bear to 
each other, as they appear from the road of Salines, where I went 
on board a fhip in order to make a drawing of the bay ; which, I 
think, 1 cannot exhibit more feafbnably than in this place, even 
though I am talking of Nicofia and Mount Olympus. 

With regard to Nicofia, I cannot inform you at what period it 
was built, or whether it had exiftence while the ancient Greeks 
poffeflcd the ifland : fomc, indeed, aflert it is the fame as Tremi- 
thus, but I rather believe it was near Idalium ; for, in a very old 
chartc, which was fhewn to me by the French conful Monfieiir 
le Maire, that town is fituated near a river called Pedius, upon the 
banks of which was the famous Idalian grove ; this is very near 
the fpot where the Athalas now runs, and not above three miles 
from Nicofia ; yet this is nothing more than conjedture* 

The city was well fortified by the Venetians, according to the 
manner of thofe times ; but all is gone to ruin through the fupine 
negligence and blind fecurity of the Turks. The place is round, 
and may be about three miles in circumference, but not well 
inhabited*, a circumftance to which it owes its very pleafant and 
beautiful appearance ; for this want of people affords room for a 
great number of gardens, planted with orange, lemon, cypeefs, 
mulberry, olive, and almond trees, which exhibit a moft dclightfii' 
variety to "the eye of one who walks upon the rampa s. All the 
ycnetian nobility on the ifland refided here 5 therefore the town 
has been finely built, as appears by the remains of fbme edifices 
patched up for Turkifh houfes, anjl from the ruins of others that 
are quite defolate. St. Sophia, now converted to a Turkifb 
mofque, is the only fabric which remains entire, and is of tolerable 

gothic 
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gothit; work ; but all the images and figures arc defaced by the 
brutal fuperftition of the ptefent pofleflbrs. One infeription was 
4 ll I pQ'ceived, but I durft not go near enough to read it : no 
veftige of any thing truly antique is to be feen ; for I fearched 
almoft every corner, and really I have nothing more to fay of 
this city, but only that its iituation is extremely ill judged for a 
, fortified town, there being leveral hills upon one fide of it, from 
whence the houfes might be eafily battered down. 

The French are a reftleis people, inceflantly employed in work- 
ing fome politic point, to gain which, they ufe truth and falQiood 
indifcriminately in their insinuations; and, when the deceit is 
dete<^fed, they are never otit of countenance. Here they are in 
continual agitation to promote their own intcreft, at the expence of 
their neighbours ; but their unfair endeavours are always foiled by 
the addrefs and known veracity of Mr. Conful Wakeman, whom, 
notwithftanding thdr bad fuccefs, they ftill perfift in perplexing 
with their intrigues. It was in order to repair the effeds of a dirty 
mine they had fprung, that I was obliged to fet out for Lemilbl ; 
a talk which I undertook without hefitation. All the country, 
from Nicofia to that town, is more agreeable than any part of the 
ifiand which 1 have yet feen, being diverfified with hill and dale, 
adorned with trees, and refrelhcd with water, at leaft, during a 
certain feafon ; for, in fome months, no other than dry channels 
are to be feen. 

Lemifol, though not rich, is a very pleafant place, accom- 
modated with an exceeding good bay for fhips ; it has a wretched 
caftle, and fome fmall (hare of trade, yet this fmall ihare is 
greater than that of all the other fea*ports, except Larnica, which 
being the refidence of the Europeans, carries all before it. 

About fix miles from Lemilbl, (food the Amathus of the 
ancients, fo celebrated for the amours of Venus and Adonis: it 
Ibctched down to the fea, from the face of an hill, where there has 
j^en a very lirong caftle, feme of the walls of which are im- 
^ menfely thick, and, probably, were built by fome of, the Greek 
emperors : the- port has been tolerable ; and, from thence to within 
eight or ten miles of Larnica, the country is neither bad nor dis- 
agreeable ; but all around this place is, certainly, the worft fpot 
in the kingdom, on account of the fait air, the want of moifture, 
and the almoft total neglefi: of cultivation. One man ploughs 
with two oxen, which, though lean as Pharaoh’s kitie, are ftrong 
enough for this purpofc : the ground is cut up with an inftrument 

Y y not 
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not fo ftrong as a common garden-fcythe ; and, in lieu of an har- 
row, a fellow (lands upon a fliort thick plank, drawn by one 
or two oxen ; a method which does not lb much break as flatten 
and prefs down the earth ; yet it produces a better efledl than one 
would at firll imagine : for the ground being naturally mellow and 
tender, is much more ealily bn^ke than ours, which is hard and 
tough ; and prelTure is neceflary to cover the Iced, which, other- 
wife, would be apt to Ihoot up too foon, with the firft Ihower that* 
falls. I have already obferved, that the people of this ifland reap 
with tickles furniflied with bells to frighten the ferpents; their 
manner of feparating the corn from the ear, is this ; they nail 
thick planks together, about three feet fquare, in which are fallened 
broken flints or peebles ; upon this ftage a clumfy fellow fits, or 
Hands, diredling an ox or two that drag him round and round a 
parcel of the grain as it is brought from the field, which he from 
time to time draws down, as he finds what is under him fufficiently 
^t or lhaken from the ear. 

You have, herewith, a thermometrical table of the weather 
for one year compleat ; by which you will perceive a very confider- 
able difference between the heat of this and lall year ; this, I am 
told, is of a more natural temperature : the extremes of the other 
proceeded from intolerable north-eafl winds, which render the air 
almoft unfufferably hot. 

As I formerly fignified my intention to latisfy my curiofity with . 
rega/d to the cameleon, .it will not be amils to take this op- 
portunity of laying Ibmething concerning that animal. I have 
had a great many in my poflefllon ; but a young one, in par- 
ticular, I kept from the leventeenth of September until the 
twent) -feventh of December, 1745, when I have reafon to 
believe it died by the le verity of the cold. This drawing exactly 
reprefents its dimenfions; though fome of thofe, I had were 
above ten inches long from the nofe to the point of the tail. It 
is reckoned to be of the lizard fpecies, dwells in holes, and 

I 

bigger than the little Ipot by which it is reprefented in the figure ; 
ffs for their eyes, they ufe them in a wonderful manner, directing 
them both together, or fingly quaqua vptfum: the head is very 
large in proportion to the body ; and, when incenfed, the creature 
lets down a kind of bag (N®. i. Fig. 1.) furprifiiigly large, from 
the Iqwer jaw. The noftrils are not perceptible without glaflcs, 
and ears I have never been able to obferve ; nor can I find they are 

affe^ed 


ranges among trees for food. The eyes are very large and pr^ 
tuberant, and wholly covered, except the pupilla, which is no 
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afFecfled by founds: the mouth is as wide, in proportion, as that 
of an alligator, though fliaped like that of a cod ; but lies lb clofe 
that the fcilTure is fcarce difcernable ; the teeth are fhort and (harp : 
the tongue, which, in this little animal, was full three inches long, 
lies folded up fo deep in the hollow part of the mouth, as not to 
be ieen when the jaws are open; it is fniall as a thread, but be- 
comes larger towards the point, which it darts with great dexterity 
at fmall inledts as they pafs; and, in order to detain its prey, 
nature has covered it with a very vifeous moidure : the back and 
tail are full of vertebras ; the back is rougli and fharp, like 
fhagreen, as is alfo the bag under the throat, and the belly, in a 
fmallcr degree, elpecially when the cameleon is offended : the 
fkin is foft and thin, cfpecially on the belly : the anus, &c. are not 
eaffy perceived : the legs appear as you fee them in the drawing : 
the foot is compoled of two parts, formed to ffrctch and gra/p 
with great firmnefs, with three toes and claws on the one, and 
two upon the other : the motion is extremely flow, the fore-leg 
being always at full flretch forwards, before the other on the lame 
fide is moved ; this it flowly draws up, perhaps until it touches the 
other, then it moves the legs of the other fide, in the fame man- 
ner ; and, when it runs, makes juft fuch an auk ward appearance 
as that of a man endeavouring to move upon his knees and hands : 
it often curls its tail, efpecially when touched, and is too timorous 
to endure handling : when it is twifted round any thing (which is 
often the cafe) it requires furpriflng force to dilengage it : in mag- 
nitude and figure it changes fo often, that of twenty exadf drawings 
from the fame creature, two of them will not be alike, as you 
may lee in N*'. 3. Fig. i. thefize to which it fwells when enraged, 
opening its mouth and hilfing like a lerpent. Figure 3, which is 
the ordinary repofing attitude, reprelents the fize of it when it 
was fick and very much afraid; for, when they are ' frighted, they 
Ihrink furprifingly : it frequently changes colour, according to the 
objedt near which it hath remained for any confiderable length of 
time. This pretty little fellow was a prifoner at large, for he had 
liberty to travel among my books and papers : when he twifted his 
flftain about my fnuffers, fo as that he was obliged to fit by them 
for fome time, he affumed the colour of ftcel ; when Ije chanced 
to be near the candleftick, he grew yellow ; from leaves he acquired 
a green hue, and from walls the complexion of lime ; but th$;“* 
natural colours are black, brown, and yellow, beautifully varie- 
gated in fuch divifions as you lee in the figure : thele lix)ts are 
affedfed according to the tindlure it takes, which is almoft black 
when exceffively irritated ; but I muft obferve, that thefe alterationa 
cannot be altogether produced by its rcfledling the ftrongeft colours 
4 that 
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that are near it ; for I have fometimes fccn the fide neareft the wall 
quite black, while the other exhibited its ufual fpots : the caufes of 
thefe phaenomena I leave to the inveftigation of naturalifis, and 
Ihall fay no more of my cameleon than that it generally clung 
all night to the hinges of the window, or crept into fome corner. 

I had almofi forgot to tell you, that 1 have preferved in Ipirits the 
milcarriage of a large female cameleon, which was ten inches long ; . 
fhe dropt the foetus upon a Ihect of paper, together with a parcel 
of ova which ftuck together in one mafs like the row of filh, and 
were of a yellow colour tinged with red : I keep them very care- 
fully, with the young one I have deferibed, which is fiirunk prodi- 
giouily in the Ijpirits. 

From other letters, you know that Mr. Conful Pollard, and the 
gentlemen of the faftory at Aleppo, having done me a particular 
honour, it was necefiary 1 Ihould make a trip to that place. I ac'- 
coivlingly went thither, and returned by the way of Latachia, the 
once famous Laodicea; but, as I Ihall, probably, in a little time, 
go to refide at Alexandretta, I (hall fay nothing of the country, 
until I am bettter furnifhed with materials for your entertainment.^ 
I muft not, however, omit telling you that 1 received very uncom- 
mon civilities, and, even if this fcheme fhould not fucceed, I fhall 
always remember the friendlhip of theie gentlemen with the fame 
gratitude as if their kind intentions had taken efifeft. 

You will now give me leave to conclude this long letter with the 
old, and true protefiation, importing, that I am unchangeably 


Your afFedionate Brother.* 



LETTER 


IX. 


SIR, 

I N the beginning of laft May, the Polaire, called la Vierge de 
Grace, commanded by captain Jofeph Guyol, arrived in the 
bay of Salines from Rhodes, with part of the Harem, or ladies 
belonging to the Seraglio of the pacha of Aleppo. At that time, 
the Diamond and Leoftoff, two of our (hips of war, were cruizing 
in thofe feas, to the univerfal confternation of the French, who 
were difconccrtcd in almoil all their incafuresj for, though few of 
their Ihips were taken, thofe two men of war locked up above 
three hundred in different ports. This captain Guyol was in. no 
eminent danger ; for his veffel being freighted by the pacha’s 
harem ky ha, exprefly for tranfporting thefe ladies, who were feven 
in number, with their equipage to Alexandretta, it was not to be 
fuppofed that any Englifh captain would have interrupted their 
voyage, or given them the leaft diflurbance, elpecially as the Turks 
are fo delicate in every thing that regards their women ; and, as 
thefe belonged to a great man, who had formerly been grand 
vifier, and was, at that time, vifier pacha of Aleppo, where he 
reigned abfolute, and might have ruined our fa<^lory, in order to 
gratify his refentment. 

Thefe confiderations might have made the captain eafy, and 
difpelled that pannic which had leized the Turks, who were appre- 
henflve that the chaftity of their females might fuffer violation. This 
their groundlefs fear, however, produced two good effeds, one of 
which regarded myfelf, and the other favoured Mr.Conful Wakeman, 
who had thence an opportunity of fixing obligations upon the 
pachas of Cyprus and ^Aleppo. I was determined upon the voyage 
is Alexandretta ; and, as there was no neutral fhip bound for that 
'port, the bufineis was to procure a paflage with captain Guyol. 
This expedient Mr. Wakeman effe^ed with great art and addrefsj^^ 
fb as to redound to my particular advantage, as well as to the 
intereft of our trade in general. The fliips which our men of wat 
had taken with Turkifli goods’ on board, the different commands 
or imperial orders which had been obtained by the French embafla- 
V - Z z dors 
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dors at the Porte to our prejudice, while we had no perlon in tliat 
charac^tcr to counterbailance his influence, and vindicate the rights 
and privileges of our merchants: thefe circuinftances, together 
with the unwearied fpirit of intrigue, peculiar to the French, fup- 
ported by the irrefiftiblc power of a royal purfe, had reduced our 
trode to a ticklifli fltuation, and given unfpeakable uncalinefs to Mr, 
Wakeman, who was barely able to withftand their efforts, by his 
indefatigable attention to their little arts, his known honour and 
integrity, his fuperior underffanding, and the good intelligence he 
maintained with the Turks, whofe humours and paflions he knew 
how to manage to the befl: advantage. 


In this particular cafe, the French endeavoured to embroil iim 
in f. ch a manner as that he and the Britifli nation would for ever 
forfeit the favour of two pachas at once. With this view, they 
periiiaded Abdallah, pacha of Cyprus, to demand of him a pals 
to fecure this veflel from capture. Thefe miniffers are fo ignorant 
of the police of other countries, and poffefled of fuch defpotic 
power in their own departments, that this pacha might eafily be 
brought to believe the conful, who was at the head of our nation 
in Cyprus, could grant the proteftion he defired. However, the 
confuls enemies were baffled by his addrefs and eftabliihed veracity : 
he convinced his excellency that he had no "power to grant fuch a 
pafs; but, in order to demonftrate his = regard for him, and the 
pacha of Aleppo, he promifed that a gentleman of his nation, who 
was acquainted with the captains of the men df war, fhould em* 
bark in the veflel for Alexandrettaj and, in cafe it fhould be flop- 
ped by any Britifh Ihip, reprefent to the captain, that the ladies and 
equipage belonged to the vifler pacha of Aleppo ; and, that his 
excellency of Cyprus was pleafed to defire they might be civilly 
intreated: upon which reprefentation, he would venture to fay, 
that no outrage or affront would be offered to any of the 

grand fignior ; but, on the contrary, he had reafbn to^%elieve the 
fhip would be fafely convoyed to her intended porti 


His excellency was extremely well pleafed* with this declaration, 
the captain was perfuaded to fell with the additional advantage 
another pafTenger, and I was fumifhed with one letter from Abulia, ' 
and another flom Mr. Conful Wakemaii to thb vifier pacha of 
Aleppo. With thefe credentials 1 embark^': on the fifteenth of 
May, about one in the morning, we weighed ; and, ne^ morning, 
came to anchor in the bay of Alexandria. During this paffege, 
feveral little civilities paffed between thelwrem khyaand your hum- 
ble 
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ble fcrvant ; but the poor girls were cooped up in the cabbin below, 
and no perfon had acccfs to them but a black eunuch and a little 
white boy who had loft his nole, and was otherwife very difagree- 
able to the view. The pacha had infilled upon the ladies being 
lodged in the company’s houfe, which is worth almoft all the others 
in Scanderoon ; and it was not at all either fate or politic to refufe 
his requeft : accordingly, w hen we went afhore, the harem khya 
viewed every apartment, and chofe that which was moft retired. 
Through the middle of the houfe is a pretty broad paflage like a 
gallery, which affords an agreeable cool walk, there being a door at 
each end. The ufe of this thoroughfare was demanded by the ladies ; 
fo that, as our chambers were detached from it, we were obliged 
to give notice to the black or deformed keeper, whenever we wanted 
to go out or come in, that the women might have time to retire : 
yet, notwithftanding this excels of care, we frequently procured 
a light of thele pretty priloners ; for the dear, little, playful crea- 
tures, were, at leaft, as curious to lee us, as we were eager to look 
upon them. They generally diverted themfelves in the gallery, 
Ikipping, frilking, and dancing like fo many wanton kittens : and, 
when the black animal was out of the way, the owl-faced deputy 
allowed our door to ftand a jar ; fo that we fometimes enjoyed a 
peep } and, at other times they would gaze at us, though neither 
they nor we pretended to take the leaft notice of each other. The 
falhion of their dilhabille was inviting ; one wench was very tolera- 
ble, another exquifitely beautiful; Ihe was a Chriftian, about 
eighteen years of age, and had coft the vilier khur* achmet pacha, 
a great fum of money ; all the others were of a very ordinary 
appearance. 

I own the Ipirit of Quixptifm lb far poffelled me, that I could 
not help wilhing it had been in my power to deliver thole diftrelled 
damfels ffoda the word of all llavery, for they mull be caged up for 
life: and if they would avoid the moft inhuman ufage, employ 
their whole time and ftudy in provoking and aftifting the impotenit 
paftions pf a decayed, iquinting, ugly old letcher. 

^ While we were at fea, one of the Turks played upon a niufical 
^inftrument made of reeds, and another accompanied him with the 
voice; the uncommon feunds attraded mine ear while I was read- 
itig; 1 dofed my book, Went ^forwards, and, at firft fight of ths 
mufician, fma l^ruck with Aeidea of die god Pan : he had a verjr 

* Kur, t. e. blind. 


Ipng 
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long beard, his vifage very much refcmbled that of a goat, and his 
breaft, which was bare, exhibited a very fhaggy appearance ; I 
did not, indeed, perceive his horns, nor could I iee his feet, which 
were folded acrofs, and lay under him as he fat. Were I, at prefent, 
difpofed to trifle, 1 would fay this inflrument, which they call 
mufleal, was an improvement upon that which Pan invented from 
th- fighing of the reeds, which he grafped when he expelled to 
embrace the beauteous nymph Syrinx ; for, as that was compos’d 
of feven, this comprehends nineteen tubes : the longeft of thefe 
amounts to ten inches, the fliorteft to two and an half ; this lad is 
mute, being flopped, but the mouths of the other tubes are cut 
crefeent-wife, for the eafier application of the lips, and the muli- 
cian blows in pretty much the fame manner as you have feen a boy 
whiflle in the pipe of a key ; by the contraction of the lips the 
air is cut, as it were, more keenly, and forms the {harp note. 
Each tube contains fbme wax at bottom, in order to make the 
found more mellow, this they take out or put in as they would alter 
the degree of loftnefs or fhrillnefs ; for which purpofe, the player 
or piper is furnifhed with an iron rod, flat at one end, to prefs it 
down, with a fcoop at the other to take it out ; and, as thefe reeds 
are apt to crack, in conlequence of the heat of the weather, fuch a 
flaw no fooner appears than it is covered with wax. Thus it pre- 
fents itfclf to the eye ; but, I aflTure you, the found is much more 
agreeable, and would very well become the native flmplicity of a 
genuine pafloral lover, reclined with his dear fliepherdels upon the 
flowery bank of Ibme fmooth gliding flream. Such feenes, how- 
ever, are not to be feen in Afia, which is the blafled feat of tyranny 
and oppreflion. But, to return to my journey to Aleppo. 

The aga of the town lent to demand feven piaflres and a half 
before I was allowed to mount. Not a little furprized at this meflage, 

1 alked the meaning of fuch impofltion, and was told it was a tax 
laid upon the Englifli a great many years ago, with their own con- 
fent, for the privilege of going to Aleppo ; to this expence they 
ate faid to have fubjeded themfelves, in order to prevent the idle- 
nefs of the failois, who were wont to run up thither for their 
diverflon, while they ought to have been at work in flowing goods 
at Scanderoon. This is a moft feandalous indulto j which, thouglu 
the French now pay it, was not exaCled from the fubjeds of any 
Xithcr power’ upon earth, even the moft inconliderable j and 
infamy ought to dilgrace the memory of thofe who were firft guilty 
of fuch bafe condefeenfion. 


Next 
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Next day. after my arival at Scanderoon, I fet out with a iervant 
and guide, who carried provifions, with a mattrafs and quilt, which 
are ail abfolutely neccfiary to thofe who travel in this country, 
where nothing is to be purchafcd on the road : here a tent is a very 
iifcfiil p-irtof the equipage, to lhadc the traveller from the piercing 
rays of the fun, and fhelter him from the dangerous night>dcws, 
which fall in great quantity. 

Wc pafled through the romantic town of Bylan, of which I gave 
you fome account in my letter from Tripoli in Syria, but we did 
not proceed much farther that evening ; the conveniency of water, 
and the protection of a camel caravan, having determined us to 
take up our lodging on a little fpot of ground among the hills, 
which was not without a wild fort of beauty. The inhabitan s of 
thefo mountains are abfolutely favages, who think it no crime to rob 
or murder, fo that a traveller muft be continually upon his guard ; 
for if he falls in with any party of the different gangs upon the 
road, he will be undoubtedly robbed, if not put to death, unlefi 
he can find force enough to repel, or courage deternuned to oppofo 
their violence, True it is, there are watches or guards at different 
pafles, maintained for the afliftance and protection of travellers j 
but thefe fellows are often as bad as thofo they are intended to 
reftrain ; and, at every pafs, you muft pay a cuffar, or toll, for 
their fubfiftence. 

Having refrefhed ourfelves with food and repofe, we remounted 
our horfes a little after midnight, and, before day, met with feVeral 
of thofe watchmen patrol ing, as they faid, for the fecurity of the 
roads ^ and, as they never failed to afkabakfhees, of>inoney to drink, 

I never failed to. comply with their requCft ; becaiife it would be 
very idle ' to; wf angle for a trifle with thofe, who, if they pleafe, 
can ..lake thfej vhdife We crofted fome troublefome mountaioe, 
and J^avelled through qurfed roadsj until we arrived at Caramoot, 
whe)2elilanciiia.kanei. which, tome, appeared like a little foirtrefi : 
uponiiie k&, /L few a frefh-water lake of vaft cxteiiti: whlchf I am 
told, ndght be eafily drained, Were die fubjCCfs ihvefted with pro- 
perty, vand’prote^ed by their prinoe. Here the plain produced fome 
kind oK herbage which our horfes ^ould eat, lb .we halted feme time 
that they inight feed, though we carried along ^wkh us barley for thek 
fuppQi^l . This is the begininng of the plains of Antioch^ which ar g^ 
almotf Jiwholly eoyered with what I take to be the felix ftotida j 
but I lifey be miftaken, for I am a very indifferent botanift. My 
heart:|j^d. to fee fuch charming fields almoft altogether unculti- 
E A a a vated; 
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vateci ; and yet no reafonable man can expedt to Ice them in any 
other fituation, as the country is both governed and polTeffcd by 
creatures who difgrace humanity. 

After having advanced a good way in this plain, I crofled the 
river Egrigetfi, for which I have not been able to learn another 
name; then palled over the Adi, which is the Orontes; and, at 
one of its turns, was the drft Arabian travelling village that I had 
ever feen. I amufed myfcif in looking at it and the inhabitants, • 
who admired me in their turn as a very ftrange animal ; for I have 
not yet quitted my European drefs. Their fojourning thus in tents, 
and primitive manner of behaving in every trifling circumftanee, 
reminded me of thefe old patriarchs of whom we read, and who 
were juft fuch people as the Ihuks, or chiefs of thefe itinerant 
Arabs, from whom they differed in nothing but in their fuperior 
virtue and humanity. 

During the infupportable heat of the day, I halted Ibme hours 
at Ponteferro, where I law two mills for making iron bars ; but the 
machinery is wretched. From this manufacture, and the bridge 
acrofs the river, the place derived its name, while the country was 
poflefled by the Chriftians. When the heat abated, I proceeded to 
Heram, which has, really, been an agreeable place. Here I faw the 
remains of a palace and many good edifices : the caftle is about 
one hundred and fifty feet high, upon the top of an hill, relembling 
a fugar-loaf, the afeent hath been paved with fquare hewn ftones, 
and it muft have been very difficult of accefs ; it is feparated from 
the hills behind by a broad, deep moat (if fo it may be called) cut 
through the fblid rock : the lodgements are under ground, together 
with the chapel, which has been neat enough. At the foot of the 
hill, fronting the gate, is a pretty belfrey, about forty feet high, 
and fome kind of outworks have furrounded the whole. When 1 
wajs weary with wandering about, I went into a garden, where I 
fu^ped, and flept under a pomegranate-frw, mfr about midnight, 
took horle, and moved forwards through very rocky and difiicult 
ro^ds, for a confiderable way. All thefe extenfive fields, which 
ftxttch a great way Either, afford not one tree ; but the founda- 
tiejns and ruins of villages are frequent : in one place, 1 imagine 
there has been a confiderable town, for a fpacious arch of one 
_gate is now ftanding, with the ruins of feveral houfes; one of 
which certainly belonged to Ibme perfon of diftinCflon. 


Having 
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Having rode a little way farther, I came to a noble caufeway, 
above one tlioufand of my full paces in length ; and if I had not 
learned from a tradition in the country, that it was laid by Amu- 
rath, or Morat the fourth, in his way to Perfia, about the beginning 
of the feventeenth century, I ILould have taken it to have been a 
much more antient work ; nay, fome people call it Julian’s caufe- 
way : and, indeed, I am inclined to adopt their opinion *, for the 
flones are fo large, that the Turks would fcarce take the trouble of 
railing or moving them, though the diftance is very fniall, as the 
whole ground is covered with them. The manner of founding the 
fides is quite in the Roman tafte ; and what feems to confirm the 
conjetTiure of its being antique, is, that in feveral places, where it 
had failed, it is patched according to the Turkilli degree of know- 
ledge in thefc matters, with fmall paultry Hones, though they 
might have found plenty of large mafles, at the diftance of a few 
paces. Some people feem to think this was a long continued work, 
but I fee nothing that favours that opinion ; for there is no ap- 
pearance of houfes, or other works, in which the ftoncs of the 
caufeway could have been uled ; nor could there be any temptation 
to raife them, as there is plenty in the neighbourhood : the people 
would rather have been induced to continue the work to the firft 
rifing ground, as I naturally fuppofe it to be a very bad winter-road. 

Being very thirfty, I halted at a well, where I faw a great num- 
ber of cattle, attended by fome well-fhaped, though ugly, Arabian 
girls, whofe noftrils were adorned with rings; they were good- 
natured enough to water me along with their beafts. I gave them a 
few paras, and proceeded at my own leifure, mufing on thofo 
primaeval times when Abraham and Jacob were employed in the 
fame office that now engrofled thefe poor creatures. I likewife 
drank at a village that ftill retains the Italian name of Campo di 
Melle, or the Honey-field, in which all the houfes refemble bee- 
hives ; though this is the common form in a great many other 
places. Here is a pretty, ftrong, little kane; and, at a fmall 
diftance from the village, I had a view of Aleppo, which, fi*om 
that fide, makes a good appearance, particularly the caftle that 
Hands in the middle of the town, and looks like the caftle of 
Edinburgh from the weft. . 

At a diftance, one would imagine it to be a very ftrong fortifi- 
cation ; but, in effedl, it is quite the reverfe ; it Hands upon a 
pretty high hill that fwells pyramidically though a kind of oval, 
and commands the city, tseing furrounded with a deep fofUei 
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which, probably, made part of the hill: the Hope was paved with 
flone, in order to render the afcent more difficult; or, perhaps, 
to hinder the hill from (hooting: and part of this pavement llill 
remains. Round the foflcc are the ruins of a low wall ; bu it, 
I iiippofe, for the fecurity of thofe people who walked near it In 
the circle of the caftle- walls, are forty-fix turrets, or ratl’cr pro- 
jcd:ic)ns, for which we have no name in our military aicliir dture, 
furniffied with unequal fciflures for the ufe of arrows ; and, doubt- 
lels, intended for the lame purpole which is now anfwcrcd by 
baftions: the walls are embattled, and have been built long before 
the invention of gunpowder. Fronting the fouth, is the foie entry, 
by a bridge of feven arches, upon which are three different gates. 
Upon the flant of the hill, is a pretty, large, well-built fabric ; 
which I prefume to calf, a /quare redout : and there is another 
of the dime kind upon the north fide. No Chriftian is admitted 
within this caftle ; but, according to the beft information, there 
are thirty cannon, of different fizes, mounted, and three hun- 
dred in their arfenal ready for ufe. It contains above one hun- 
dred jioufes, and about one thoufend people. The pay of the 
governor, or aga, does not exceed fifteen pence a day ; but there 
arc other ways of making money ; he is independent of the pacha, 
and fupreme judiciary within the garrifon ; his kajah is deputy 
governor ; he has likewife thirty divan counfellors, with their 
chief; there are, in all, of officers and (bldiers, about three hundred 
and fixty in the pay of the grand fignior. The city, compre- 
hending the fuburbs, may be about fix miles in circuit ; it has been 
very well walled, after the ancient manner; and there are yet the 
remains of about forty fquare towers of different forms and fizes ; 
but it does not appear that guns were ever mounted upon them. 

jThis being the metropolis of Syria, generally fuppofed to be the 
B^rsea of the antients, and the Sepharvaim of Holy Writ, fituated 
upon the river Singas, which falls into the Euphrates, I flattered 
m rfelf with the hope of feeing fomething very curious and enter- 
taning, though Mr. Wakerttan had told me I fliould be dilap- 
pennted in my expedlation ; he was certainly right in his prog- 
nqftic, for there is nothing curious or agreeable to be feen about 
thte place ; •-which, however, is the faireft and beft built town I have 
^ct feen in the Turkiih dominions. All the Franks live within the 
kanes, of which there is a gr^t number j and thus they are 
fecured from feveral inconveftieneies to which they might otherwife 
be expofed. Our Conful has by fat the beft apartments j yet they 
for much refemble the cells of a convent, that I could not help 

i fancying 
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fancying mylelf immured while I tarried in town, though I was 
always fure of enjoying fuch chcarful and. agreeable converfation as 
is not to be found in a cloifter. 

We have a very confiderable factory in this town, which I may 
juftly call the gate through which we have accefs to Perfia and 
India by land. At prefent, Arthur Pollard, elquire, very worthily 
, fills the chair of conful ; and to him I have very great obligations, 
as well as to Mr. Hiermans, conful for the United Provinces, who 
lives in perfect harmony with the Englifh gentlemen : I likewife 
owe great civilities to Monfieur Delane, the French conful, in con- 
fequence of a letter he received in my favour, from brother Lemairc 
of Cyprus, 

And now that I mention thefe conflils, I cannot help communi- 
cating a circumftance which I learned a little while before I went 
to Aleppo. Monfieur Delane, in fettling the ceremonies to be 
oblerved in the firfl audience, granted by the vifier pacha, could by 
no means be permitted to fit upon a chair in the prefence of that 
miniftcr, who gave him to underftand, that, as the French ambafla- 
dor at the Porte fat only upon a ftool in his prefence, when he 
was grand vifier, the conful of Aleppo could have no juft claim to 
any higher honour from him, though he was no more than a 
three-tailed pacha of the province. Here matters flood ; the vifit 
was not paid, and our conful forbore making advances, left he 
fhould meet with the fame repulfe. What was refufed to the 
reprefentatives of two great monarchs, was actually granted to me, 
who had no public chai'a<fter. Such is the power of love ! The 
vizier, confidering me as the protestor of his ladies, particularly of 
his charming young Chriftian, whom he loved to diftra<ftion, 
thought he could not do me too much honour by way of remunera- 
tion. 

When I fent my credentials to the palace, and defired to know 
when I fhould have the honour of paying my refpedls to him, his 
anfwer was, When I pleafed to come, I fhould be welcome. Ac- 
cordingly I fet out upon the vifit, attended by Mr. Pollard’s firft 
drugoman and janizary, and the moment I entered the hiofk, or 
pleafure-houle, the pacha came into the apartment, with a courteous 
air, and fat down ; a chaSf was inftantly brought for my accom- 
modation, he defired me to fit, twice bsid me welcome, and kindly 
thanked me for my civility. 1 did hot affed to undervalue my 
fervice, but, fummoning up all my effrontery, told him, that no 

B b b, perfon 
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perfon in Afia could be more happy than I was, in having rcaron 
to believe I had obliged a perfon of his excellency’s traidcendenl 
worth, who proteAcd the innocent, chnftifed the guilty, relieved 
the diftrefled, and was the father of the people whom he governed. 
Thele pompous hyperboles had fuch cffedl upon the old genrle- 
man, that his lack-luftre eyes refumed their vivacity, and fparklcd 
with fatisfadion : there was an -unufual diftance of time between 
the entertainment and perfumes ; nay, after he had made me fome 
prclents, and the ceremony of perfuming was over, he detained 
me full fifteen minutes, told me he would trouble me with fome 
letters, of which he hoped I would take care ; and wifliing me a 
good journey, gave me leave to depart. The chief fubjed of our 
converlation was the prefent war in Europe ; concerning which, he 
aiked feveral queftions, fome judicious enough, though many 
of them were fuch as I could not have expeded from the mouth 
of a man who had been fome time prime vilier of the Ottoman 
empire. I explained tlie caufes of the war, inveighed againft the 
unlimited ambition and inlincerity of our onemies ; expatiated 
upon the kingly and paternal virtues of our monarch, whom I 
ftilcd his Imperial Majefty of Great Britain ; delcribed his naval 
power, and concluded with faying, that were it not for the lingular 
regard he had for his faithful ally, the moft fublime fovercign of 
the Ottoman Empire, in a few months, not a French Ihip would 
dare to Ihew her colours within the feas of ■dsgypt> Alia, or the 
Archipelago. 

I was feized with a fever at Aleppo, from which I no fooner 
recovered, than I fet out for Latachia, c/corted by one of Mr. 
Pollard s janizaries, and conduded by one of his drugomcn ; an 
inftance of regard which I had no title to exped. 

If my journey to Aleppo has been very unentertaining, I am 
afraid I lhall not be able to make you amends with an account of 
my excurlion to this laft place, the particulars being fo inlipid and 
uninterefting. Having parted with the gentlemen of the fadory, 
who were fo obliging as to give me a convoy for fome miles, I 
travelled about three hours, and put in at Cantaman, wliere I 
found a very good kane and excellent water j after fupper, my 
fervant fpread the mattrals on the pavement, where I enjoyed a 
profound deep for three or four hours, under a beautiful, lerene, 
i^zuTc Iky, which was now and always my canopy, and mounted 
ngain long before day. 


The 
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M'he country, for a great way from Aleppo, is extremely ftony 
and bare, though interiperfed with fcvcral agreeable fcencs, par- 
ticularly about Eglib, which is a delightful village, furrouuded by 
a variety of riling grounds, each being, in like manner, adorned 
with a neat village, while the intermediate plains arc covered with 
olive plantations. Thefe profpei 5 ls, however, foon vanifli, and the 
traveller is engaged, for fomc miles, in curfed roads, until he 
reaches the charming plain ol Roudge, which is very cxtenfive, 
and appears as horizontal as a bowling-green : but then it is utterly 
deftitiite of trees, which we do not always find, even in places 
where it might naturally be cxpeclcd. Here arc no plantations, 
or any kind of improvement, except a few Elk-gardens, ma- is 
this defet^l in point of induEry to be wondered at ; for, as I 
have fomewhere oblervcd in talking of the Cypriots, no man is Eire 
of reaping the grain he fows : fo here the poor milcrable Arabs are 
under the neceEIty of hewing their hoiiles oi»t of the rocks, and 
cutting very fmall doors, or openings, to them, that they may not 
be made {tables for the Turkilh horfe ns they pafa and rcpals. 
Upon the farther Edc of this plain is a caphar, where a watch is 
kept for the fecurity of travellers, and there I paid toll for their 
maintainance : the mountains, on that Ede, are extremely rugged, 
and much in fefted with robbers ; fomc of whom I law, though they 
gave me no diEurbance. Having extricated myfelf from tlie dens 
of thele favages, I rode along the banks of the river Orontes, now 
called Afli, to Stroglc, which is a village' built in a very advanta- 
geous Etuation ; for it Eands upon the brow of an hill, the foot of 
which is walhcd by this river, the water of which is raifed and 
conveyed through aquacdiidls into the Elk-gardens, and plantations 
of wliite mulberries that furround the place. A traveller has a 
dreadful Ecep to climb on the other Edc of this town ; and, about 
ten or a dozen miles farther, we fee in a rock a feiEure of immcnle 
depth, called Shuklagous, that is, the old woman’s Eit, from the 
accident of an old woman tumbling into it. Through this clift 
runs the river Corachee, which fome people fuppofe to be the 
Orontes, ' and others, a branch of that river, but neither of thefe 
opinions am I inclined to efpoufe ; becaufe the range of hills I juE 
now mentioned, is between this river and the Orontes, which dif- 
ebarges itfelf into the fea near Antioch ; while the Chorachee runs 
into the fea near Latachia. Upon the banks of this JaE I travelled 
a good way, crofled it feveral times, and rode along three or four 
precipices on its fide j near one of thefe is another caphar, where 
I pafled the night, and fuch an extraordinary dew fell, that having 
by accident tofled ofF my coverlid in my fleep, I found myfelf wet 

to 
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to the /kill upon waking ; and, notwithftanding the intenfe heat of 
the fun, was not thoroughly dried during that whole fucceeding day ; 
however, I jogged on without fliifting, and this cold bath was at- 
tended with no bad confequence. 

• 

This laft day’s journey was extremely agreeable, becaufe I paffed 
through a great many wild, rural fcCnes, which gratified my view, 
and dilpofcd my mind to thofe reflexions and reveries which render 
folitude enchanting. — Thus amufed, I arrived at the city of 
Latachia, the I.aodicea of the ancients, in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Caflius, from which Mount Picrius extends to the Sinus 
Iflxcus, pafling by Alexandretta. Every perfon of reading knows 
that this place was very confiderable in the time of the Romans, 
long after the divifion of the empire ; and even during thofe frantic 
wars, ib unjuftly ftiled Holy, which were carried on by a parcel of 
liot-headed enthufiafts, to the dilgrace of Chriftianity and the 
depopulation of Europe ; while their chiefs, under the cloak of 
religion, perpetrated the moft horrid barbarities, in fatisfying their 
own private intereft and ambition. 

Saepius olim, 

“ Religio peperit fcelerata atque impia faXa.” 

A traveller in thefe countries is obliged to aX the beggar when 
he arrives at any town or city ; for, as there are no taverns, inns, 
or public houfes of any kind, in which a gentleman c.an lodge, we 
are under the neceffity of intruding ourfelves upon our country- 
men who arc refident in the place, or any other perfon to whom 
we can procure a letter of recommendation. I was furniihed by 
my friends at Aleppo, with ieveral certificates of this kind, to Mr. 
Purnell, the Britim conful, at whofe houfc I put up with great 
aflTurance. He received me with great politenefs and hofpitality ; 
and, before I delivered my credentials, called me by my name, 
aflfured me of welcome, refrefhed me with fome excellent punch, 
and made me extremely happy during my flay, which was pro- 
longed beyond my defign by captain Wright of Liverpool; who, 
by cruifing in thefe feas, deterred the French traders from entering 
the harbours of the grand fignior. 

In my letter from Tripoli, 1 told you that I had conceived a 
great opinion of Mr. Conful Purnell, from his behaviour in the 
affair of captain Marchant ; and this opinion was confirmed when 
1 was favoured with his acquaintance : he is in high efleem among 

the 
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the Turks on account of his probity and worth; and was fo 
obliging as to accompany me in perfon about the town and country, 
which, though formerly abounding with noble objects, now fcarce 
affords any thing to gratify the curiofity of a traveller. Near the 
bridge which is built acrofs the river, about three or four miles 
from town, there is ftill a good deal of molaic work remaining 
upon the common road, which muff be part of the pavement of 
the houfcs that flood thereabouts. U -on the north-eaft fide of the 
town, towards the lea, is an infinite number of catacombs, cut out 
of the Iblid rock ; the greatefl part of them have been made for 
Angle bodies, though there are others large enough to contain two : 
upon fome of them are fmall figures of men and women at full 
length ; upon others I faw bufts within wreaths, but without in- 
feriptions, and fo defaced that it was not worth while to make 
(ketches, efpecially as they exhibited nothing Angular or extraordi- 
nary : indeed they fcarce deferve to be mentioned, except with a 
view to demonflrate the manner of burning in that part of thc 
world, a great many years ago. Some people alledge, that this 
manner was peculiar to the Chriflians who fullered martyrdom for 
the faith ; but, as 1 never heard a good argument advanced in 
behalf of this opinion, I leave you to adopt or rejed it at your 
pleafure. 

The only monument of antiquity, which to me feemed worthy of 
obfcrvation, is a triumphal arch, built in a tolerable tafle, and now 
converted into a mofque. It has no intire columns, but rounded 
Corinthian pilaflers, half detached from the building, which is com- 
pofed of huge flones. The grand front is adorned with a rich 
niodelion, architrave, and tympanum, but I cannot conceive how 
the cima or corona*’of this front was formed, though, certainly, it 
mufl have been fomething noble, probably in the flatuary way, 
as you may conjecture from the drawing ; which, I am fure, will 
not pleale you fo much as it furprifed a multitude of Arabians who 
furrounded me while I was at work. At Arft, they could not 
imagine what I meant ; but fomt, whole curioAty prompted them 
to peep over my Ihoulder, were greatly aflonilhed to lee the refem- 
blance of the building riAng gradually upon a piece of paper ; and 
all agreed I was a wpnderful jsuiifory, an appellation I owed to my 
fword and fcarlet coat. Though the bafes and pedeftals are wholly 
funk, 1 have reprefonted them in ^be drawing, and you will fee it 
mulihave been a very lofty edifice. I need not give you the trouble 
of refading a defeription of thc fidc-front, which, you fee, is 

C c c greatly 
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greatly diflercni from the other, and makes a very magnijficent 
appearance, though the critics will fay it is heavy. 

In another place, are three noble Corinthian columns, about two 
feet and a half in diameter, Aanding in one row, and with another 
vvhich forms the angle, fupporting a very fliattered architrave ; but, 
from a number of broken fufts which are buried in the walls of 
mean houfcs, in the fame line with thele entire columns, we may 
conclude, the whole has belonged to fome very fuperb building. 
In feveral other parts we fee granite pillars, from fix to a dozen in 
a row, particularly in one ftreet or lane, where we find a much 
greater number; vvhich, as near as I can judge. Hand in a line 
with the fide-front of the triumphal arch, and may be fuppofed to 
have been an avenue to it ; in which cale the front mull have been 
flill more magnificent. 


The fituation nf the; town is agreeable: but the fticets and lanes, 
like thofc of all the towns I have feen in Afia, are narrow and full 
of filth. The bafon, or harbour, though fmall, was formerly 
good, but now is quite the reverie. The cafile, updn the right 
hand fide going in, having tumbled down, thefiones have colleded 
whatever the lea brought in, and rendered the accefs very difficult ; 
and the barbarous Turks let every thing run to ruin, as if they 
thought it impious to repair the wrecks of time and accident. 

After I had been a very troublelbme guell to Mr. Purnell, who 
loaded me with civilities, he was, at length, relieved from the 
incumbrance, by the arrival of a Venetian fhip called the Jefu 
Maria, commanded by captain Rocca, a very civil, good-natured 
man, with whom I embarked on the fifteenth of July, and, in 
three days, arrived at Salines, from whence I hafiened to Larnica, 
where I had the plcafure of finding my friends in good health. 

In deferibing the tarantula of Cyprus, I recoiled, I only repre- 
fented the back of that infed ; and now, to. render the account 
more complete, I give yoii the draught of the belly, taken from ona 
that was. extremely large and turbulent* i, i. are the parts of the 
hooked forceps with which he feizes his prey and brings it to the 
hole: 2 . is the apperture which leads. |Q:; the fipmach; Jr 3* ^ 
certain memhets by which the aqipal gfopes its way;i thoughi Ibme- 
times, he ules them in walking, and often refti upon them : 
4' reprefents a light-coloured, pulpilh part the body; and 
5> 5* exhibit two tranfparent whitilh parts in the belly. Here 1 

muft 
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hluft not forget to rectify a miftake I formerly made m faying, I 
had obferved fix eyes uhich difappeared. I am now convinced 
that the creature has no more than two, which arc placed in the 
fore-part of the head ; for the other appearances, by which I was 
deceived, were no other than little cryftalline globules that iffued 
from the body. I think I may be pofitive in this affertion; but 
you yourfelf fhall judge from thole which I fend home in fpirits. 

Since my return from Syria, having occalion to be at the houfe 
of a perfbn whom I had employed to repair my watch, I found an 
antique fepulchral vault, in which the good man, who is a filver- 
fmith, keeps his charcoal ; it is finifhed with black ifh marble in an 
elegant manner, and, as the ftreet, near that p’ace, founds hol- 
low when people walk on it, I am perfuadtd that there are vaults 
of fome kind or other underneath. 

You have here the old map of Cyprus, which I mendoned in 
my laft, with Ibme alterations, and likewifc the thermometer-table 
continued by my friend Mr. Gibbon, fo as to complete the two 
years, together with the routs through Syria. 

The thoughts of le^vingr, in a few J'lya, my invaluable friend^ 
Mr. Conful Wakemm and Mr. Boddington, who have overwhelmed 
me with obligations, fink my fpirits to fuch a degree, that, even if 
1 had matter, I could not proceed ; and therefore muft quit the 
pen, after I have repeated what ihy. duty will not allow me to omit ; 
namely, that I am with inviolable friendlhip and eftcem, 

pear Sir, 

Yours unalterably* 

Cyfnts* PeeenAicr 27 ^ 1^46. 
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N othing expredts the frailty of human nature more 
ftrikingly, than that continual change of refoJution tp 
which our minds are fubjedt. I have more' than once promifed that 
you fliould be rcleafed from the trouble of reading what I call 
my travelling letters, and now my fcheme is fb much altered, that 
I believe I lhall teize you once a year, while I continue vice-conful 
of this infernal place. 

You will, perhaps, wonder at this menacing declaration, as the 
town of Alexandretta, and the country around, produce nothing 
but robberies, rapes, murders, and every fpecies of villainy which 
perfidy can contrive and de^ration execute: but my meaning 
will be more explicit when 1 tell you, that for ibme months in the 
year, there is fuch malignancy in the air of this place, as renders 
it neceflary to remove until that leafon (hall be elapfed. This recels 
I ihall employ in excurfions, and you (hall be entertained with an 
account of every thing curious that falls in my way } yet you mull 
not imagine that I will quit the icene when bufineis requires my 
prelence ; in that cafe, I hope I ihall always delpile perlbnal in- 
conveniences and dangers. This year our affairs incroached too 
far upon the hot feafon ; and, accordingly, I was taken extremely 
ill: when I recovered, rny friends at Aleppo infilled upon my going 
thither; but the diftemper had left fiich a deje^ion of fpirits, that 
I fhould not have complied with their kind invitation^ had not my 
duty been interefted by an unhappy accident which befel the French 
vice-conful, who, with his janifary, was robbed and ihiamefully 
abufed between tl^ place and Bylan: In fiich cafes, our forces 
muft be united,'*^ for what touches one nation muft fenfibly aBeA 
the other ; and if the authors of fuch an outrage upon a perfon in 
his office, are not punifhed by the Porte with the utmoft feverity, 
we muft fhift Our quarters; for here we cannot live but in the 
midft of infamy and danger. 
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We therefore fet out for Aleppo, in the beginning of July, and 
after Dodor RulTel had baniflied an impertinent fever by which I 
was attacked in that city, fome hearty companions engaged me in a 
party to go and view the valley of Salt, at Gibull : we accordingly 
difjjpched before us our family-equipage, confifting of tents, beds, 
cook, kitchen furniture, bread, viduals, drink, and almoft every 
article of living but water and barley for our horfes, and even tliefe 
muft be provided beforehand by travellers in fome parts of thofe 
•countries. We paffed the olive village, and that called Spherce, 
which is the entry to the defartof Arabia, on that lide of Aleppo, 
and found our tents pitched at Melhua. I cannot boaft of the 
beauty of thefe places, but the fields are fpacious and intc'rfpcrfcd 
with pyramidical hills where villages formerly flood: tlurc our 
gentlemen hunt and hawk during the winter leafon, and there wc 
faw great numbers of Antilop< s Iporting on the plains ; but, when 
we approached, they retired to the northern hills for lafety, and 
we had no dogs to follow them. 

Next morning, after breakfafl, we went to Gibull, examined 
this femous valley of Salt, and returned in the evening ; but, after 
what I have faid of the Salines in Cyprus, it will be needlcfs to 
detain you on this fubjed: This valley, in fome places, extends as 
far as our vifible horizon ; it receives water from fome little rivulets 
and torrents from the fiirrounding hills, but there is no depth in 
any part pt it, becaufe the furface is lo very extenlive and horri- 
zontal. Here can be no communication with the fea, fo that the 
earth mull be llrongly impregnated with the mineral, which incor- 
porating with thefe waters, the excellive heat of the fun exhales the 
aqueous particles, and the concretion follows of courfe. Their 
manner of working the fait is this: children are employed to break 
it with little batts,' ‘fludded with the heads of large nails, and the 
men fhovel the white furface into heaps, which are fold in Aleppo 
and fome other places : what is foul with a mixture of earth, they 
fell in the country, and, when carried to a place where wood is 
plenty, the people boil it up. But this is rarely the cafe. 

At Melhua ^nd Gibull we found tolerable water, though a little 
fertber it is vf^. foarce. Ata fmall dillahce from the firll of thefe 
places is a bf^£ called Meihua’s fountain, which alfb difembogues 
itfelf ittrthe " Alt' thi ' people fo this neighbourhood were 

wrtremely; whole good 
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Scarce was I returned frpra this trip, when I engaged in another 
to the Euphrates, which I (hall defcribe from the account of that 
journey I fent in a letter to Mr. Conful Pollard ; and, as I told him, 
fo now I give you notice, that I will not be confined to the metho- 
dical journal of a profefled traveller, but, as ufual, break oJj|mto 
occafional digrefiions when the fubjc(fl feems to fuggeft them ; juft 
as a parcel of travelling Turks amufe themfelves in jaretting, when 
they meet with a convenient fpot of ground for the purpole. 
And now I talk of this exercife, in which thofe people delight; 
it will not be amifs to give you Ibme idea of the diverfion. A jarret 
refembles our cudgel, but is of heavier and harder wood, and ufed 
by way of lance or javelin ; one Turk gallops away at full Ipeed, 
another follows and darts his jarret with great dexterity, while the 
firft avoids it with furprifing addrefs ; the fecond no fooner darts 
than he wheels about, and is purfued in his turn. The riders, as 
well as their horfes, are furprifingly trained to this diverfion. 

After this preamble, let me proceed to inform you, that, on the 
feventeenth of laft Auguft, the reverend Mr. Hemmings, Mr. 
Fitzhugh, Mr. Levett, Mr. Chitty, and I, took our departure 
from Aleppo, equipped with every thing neceffary for a journey 
through the defarts of Arabia, and other countries inhabited by 

favages. In my firft letter, I lamented my fate in having tra* 

veiled through many kingdoms without the comfort of an agreeable 
companion ; but, on this expedition, I was much more fortunate : 
for, though the gentlemen did me the honour to choofe me caravan- 
pacha, invefting me with a fort of di^atorial power, I never had 
occafion to ufe my authority : one foul feemed to animate the whole 
party, fo defirous was every individual to contribute to thehappinefs of 
the fociety in general: a difterent province was afligned to every one, 
to which he adhered with chearfulnefs and ipirit ; fo that not one 
dilpute happened during the whole journey, nor did any accident 
intervene to damp our pleafiire, except that of Mr. Hemmings, his 
being feized with the gout; which, however, he bore with admi- 
rable good humour and philofophy. • 

As I propofe to affix to this letter, not only a. table of our 
route, but likewife a little map of the countries through which».we 
travelled, I.fhall here only mention fuch places as* are remarkable 
for fome curiofity, or other particular thiit will delerve the notice of 
thofe who may be tempted to m^e the &me jaunt. 
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Saint Simeon was the firft place we propo/ed to vlfit, though the 
road is by no means inviting; for it lies over rugged rocks, and is full 
of troiibiefonie loofe ilones, fo that this part may be asjuftly termed 
Arabia Petraa, as that which adfuaily bears the name. The village 
Bellremon makes a tollerable appearance at a diftance, but when we 
approached it, we found the houfes were mere huts, and that the 
deception was occafioned by their pigeon-houfes, which arc long, 
^ fquare buildings ; this is likewife the cafe with fcveral other villages 
* which are furrounded with vineyards. From Mara we pafled 
through a fmall, but rich plain, invironed with rocky hills ; at 
Banazur faw what we took to be a ruined convent, becaufe a 
bellfrcy is yet (landing, and the crofs that diftinguilhed the knights 
of Jerufalem, is carved over fome of the doors. From the 
ruins that are found in all thefe countries, it appears that the 
meanell buildings have been of folid architedure, fome in the 
gothic llile, and others in a kind of compofite of that and the 
roman. Sourchoun feems to have been a place of note, yet I 
could diftinguifh one chapel only, and that without any thing 
remarkable. 

Saint Simeon is, indeed, well worth feeing, to any perfon of 
curiofity. The ftrudure of the church and convent is magnificent, 
according to the tafte of the times ; and its (ituation upon the verge 
of a very high hill, adds art aw#»fii1 gi<tiideur to its appearance. 
This building was raifed in order to perpetuate the memory of the 
famous St. Simeon, who lived in the time of Thcododus the 
younger. Evagrius fays, that Mandra was the name which the faint 
gave to this place from his own audere manner of living, as the 
word Mandrae fignifies hovels, (lables, &c. and, metaphorically, a 
monaftery, whence abbots are now called archimandriti ; but, 
after the holy man s retreat from this world, Mandra was lod in 
St. Simeon. 

I (hall not quedion the real piety of this aerial martyr, an ap- 
pellation* which he acquired by his odd manner of living, though 
he, as little as any man on earth, had a title to the name of mar- 
tyr; but, I will venture to (ay, that he, and many other fuppofed 
fkiu^, *who retixed from focie^ in order to mortify and excruciate 
their own bodies^ were qo other than religious madmen, who ought 
to have been treated as mderable patients who had lod their reafbn. 
This Saint Wronghead lived amidd the extremity of wretchednefs, 
in his drd cell, for the fpace of nine years, and fpent forty-feven 
years in the Mandra, ten of which he palled in a narrow, confined 

place j 
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place ; then he mounted a fliort pillar, where he rclided feven years 
chained by the neck ; he afterwards cauled a neft to be built for 
him forty cubits high, and there he dwelt for thirty years longer, 
with the fame, or, perhaps, a ftronger chain about his neck. I do 
not remember whether it was of iron or hemp, but, be that as it 
may, it is very furpriling that he did not fome time or other fwipg, 
for the circumference of his aerial manfion did not exceed two 
cubits. In thefe extravagant fituations he paffed the night in 
prayer, and the day in holy difcourfes with thole who came to con-* 
fult him ; he performed furpriling cures, and fo many genuflexions, 
that a certain perfon numbered two thoufand in a very Ihort Ipace 
of time, and then grew weary of keeping the reckoning. 

The reputed fandity of the place invited a vaft number of 
deluded enthuliafts to fettle around it, fo that, in a little time, the 
whole hill, together with a great part of the plain below, was 
covered with the buildings, fome of which have certainly belonged 
to people of condition, but they are raifed in fuch a particular 
tafte, that, though the walls of fome are almoft entire, I cannot 
difeover the purpofes for which leveral parts of them were intended* 

In the afternoon of that day on which we arrived, we ftrolled 
about in quell of curiofities, and, in the evening, held a general 
council, in which it was refolvcd, that I fliould flay at St. Simeon 
to make drawings of the building; and, that the other gentlemen 
fllould proceed to the hill called bheck Baraket, vilit the catacombs, 
and colled inferiptions. Accordingly they took horfe next morn- 
ing, and I went to work with my pencil : you have here the five 
drawings which I made. N°. i, 2, and 3, I intended to have 
joined in the perlpedive way, but my paper was too fmall, and my 
eyes are not at all fit for delicate performances ; lb that you muft 
confider thefe as rough Iketches only. I lhall not pretend to give 
a particular delcription of this church; but Evagrius is widely 
millaken when he fays, “ There were four porticos on the four 
“ lides.” No body would exped to fee a portico at the* back of 
the altar, and the north-fide is entire, as you fee in the draught 
I. The church forms a crofi, the breadth of which amounts 
to two hundred and feventy-eight feet; and, on the fouth Tld8r, 
there is an handfome portico, the length 1 cannot juflly determine, 
becaufe the vail number of huge Hones which lie to the well, where 
the grand portico flood, made it impradicable to trace the foundst-* 
tion; however, we may make a tolerable guels inthis manner : the 
length of the choir is one hundred and eight feet,' the diameter of 
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an octagon that forms the body of a church, is ninety feet ; about 
one hundred and eighteen feet go to the weft part of the nave, or 
fuft of the mort croft, the thickneft of the middle walls may be 
about fix feet, and we fhall fuppofe about thirty more including the 
portico, which will make the whole amount to three hundred and 
fifty-two. Without the church, on the back part of the altar, are 
two rows of fix Corinthian pillars ; the lower ftands upon a bafe and 
pcdeftal, and has an architrave above ; the upper row ftands upon 
• a bale only ; they have capitals, freeze and modelion cornice with 
fcallops j but the finali altars, on each fide, have only cornices 
over the the pill^. How could Evagrius miftake this for a 
portico ? 

I cannot by the architedt 

of this edifice." ■ ^’S^lkhbw the center of the gate fhould direcftly 
coincide with thc/^fcter of the great altar, and all the intermediate 
openings, in order to preferve the beauty of the fabric, and render 
the profpe<ft nao!? ri^tirc, and uniformly agreeable ; whereas, in 
this building, the fide of the odagon, which fronts the great altar, 
isHEibove a foot to one, fide. 

■ . . ■ 

The cloifters, or cells for the monks, have been very extenfive, 
with a grandeur proportioned to that of the church ; but how the 
apartments have been contrived I cannot conceive, nor is there one 
infeription to be (een in the. place. 

About noon my fellow-travellers returned from the catacombs, 
not a little fcorched by the fun, when my reverend friend gave t!iis 
account of what had fallen under his obfervation.— - — At the fjot 
of Sheck Baraket, over the inner door of the catacomb, reprel^nted 
N^* 6, is the following infeription. 


A^/epcJTe 

A IJJCfAAtOJ PHT10IN W Ttu 

pall A AH c kai 


T 60 H0e<f KOPKll^ OY 


lA 


J0;eXM^i^iMUO7AKTOYrJC-::::::€TOYVz:' 


E c c 


There 
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There is another nearly of the lame kind, but the pillars are 
fqiiarc and not fo higli, and the irifeription above at too great 
a diftance to be read. In a narrow gut, between two hills, is the 
monument of a Roman foldicr, with his effigies, lying at his 
length, his head leaning on one hand, while one or two perfons fit 
at his head and feet ; over him is an eagle with its wings expanded : 
the whole in relievo, cut from the Iblid rock, as exhibited in 
N°. 7. and diftinguilhed with the following Latin and Greek 
inferiptions. 

T FLAVIVS IVLIANVS VETERAN 

LEG VIII AVG DEDICAVIT MONVMENTVM SVVM IN 

SEMPITERNVM DIIS MANIBVS SVIS ET FLTITIAE VXORIS SVAE 

INFERTSQVE ET HEREDIBVS SVIS POST^SQVE EORVM VT 

NELICERET VLLI EORVM ABALIENARE f LLO MODO ID MONV 

MENTVM. 

T^AAOY/OC lOMANOC OYefCPANOC AErCQNOC H 
C6BACTHC A<^iePU}CeH MNHMeiON AYTOYMHNCKBC 
eiOIC KATA%eONIOIC KA/AAMOCf AYWY TEKAl 
WC KYNAIKOCAVT(Pri<AHPONOMOICm-(/rKAITOICan 

mcA/mN oncPCMHASNi ezoNH AnAAAOWKtiCAi wror 

ABNATPOnONTOAVTO MNHMEION^ 

KA/GY 

Here is an intail, which, in thofe times, no adion of an heir 
could forfeit j for a violation of the repofitorics of the dead was 
confidered as the mofi heinous and detefiable of all crimes : and 
the affies of this honeft foldicr would have been deemed violated, 
had any corpfe been admitted into his fepulchre. 

From St. Simeon we travelled, for about an hour, through a 
very narrow bottom between high hills^ then oVer very good ground, 
we reached the river Aphrecn, which runs in beautiful windings, 
and is bounded by high banks, upon which Hands the preitty little 
village of Pofoul ; aSdj !ii itff hcighb'cmrhbcdj we found a'Rnbfe 
fpring : but all the ffid^ aro^d Arfliia ilrfe covered with thiftles,^ 
which the brutes that inhabit the country take no paina todefiroy. 

-4 ... - 

In a little bottom, juft by the mill ctf ^lotinahj We dined, and 
had the honour of a vifit from two notorious ruffians, namely, 
Huffein Aga, and Aligoura Aga : we received them civilly for our 

own 
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own fakes, ordered carpets to be laid for them under our tents ; 
as no chairs arc ufed by the Orientals, who generally fit crofs 
legged ; though, when they pay great deference to the perfon in 
whofe prefence they are, they kneel and make a feat of their legs. 
Wc treated our vifitants with coffee and fbme prefents ; for, as we 
arc now among the Gourdins, we muft refpeft their chieftains as 
the Indians worfhip the devil. In return for their good entertain- 
ment, they invited us to their houles, but we thanked them, and 
begged to be excufed. After their departure, we were alfb vifited 
by the great beg Chirdgee Ogle, who came in great pomp, with his 
ftandard difplayed, and was regaled by us with a greater degree of 
ceremony, and more valuable prefents than wc had paid to the 
others : he likewife defired to fee us at his houfe ; but, as our in- 
tention was to vifit ruins, i^ men, we declined the proffered honour, 
and he difpenfed with our eompliance. 

From the village of Calmah we enjoyed a delightful profpedt of 
the extenfive plain around the town and hill of Azafs ; and I was 
quite ravifhed with the view of Sinkalee, which was the next place 
we arrived at, and is lituated upon a fine woody hill, in the fides 
of which the farmers have their granaries : from thence we 
dcfccndcd to the banks of the Aphreen, where wc encamped* 

And here, before we proceed, it may not be amifs to obferve, 
that we had provided ourfelves with the fixth edition of Maundrefs 
Journey to Jcrufalem, to which is added, an account of his jour- 
ney to the Euphrates, &c. This book is fo univcrfally efteemed 
for its accuracy, that we thought ourfelves happy in having fuch a 
guide j but whofbever has publifhed this additional account, has 
done great injury to the charader and memory of that author, who 
could not poflibly exhibit the ruins of a palace for thofc of a 
cathedral, or miftake the points of a common compafs. I therefore 
conclude, that this imperfeA account is fome bookfeller’s jobb, cal- 
culated on pu.rpofe to fwell the book, fo as to make it fell for a 
greater prfee. I (hall not give myfelf the trouble to engage in a 
criticifm on this perforniance, but deferibe every thing that oc- 
curred, as it appeared to my view or reflediion, which was afl^fted 
by tkf conjecture and fuggeftions of my fellow- traveller. 

Having decamped from the banks of the Aphreen, we croiled 
that river in our way towards Corns ; but, before we reached this 
place, were inlblently ftopped, at a paultry hut- village, by a poffee 
of Gourdins, who afked if we h^d a firman, or beuraldee, the 
firft being the grand fignior’s pafs, and the other that of a pacha : 
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in ariAver to this demand, we explained our capitulations with the 
which were a fulEcient fafe convoy; but they fworc we 
Ihould not pafs iinlefs we would gratify them with money, brandy, 
and tobacco. A council of war being inftantly called, it was 
determined that we fhould make our way good, although they 
were double our number. They were made acquainted with our 
refolution ; upon which they ran to arms, while we detatched one 
of our fervants to inform their beg or lord of their infolcnce, and 
of our approach. He was then at a monument, which the author 
of the Journey to the Euphrates^ deferibes near the foot of the 
hill, on which the caille of Corns is fituated. That defeription 
may, poflibly, be juft, for we did not approach it, becaufe we law 
it full of women, who, I fuppofe, kept holiday, on account of 
the circumcilion which the fon of the j^g had undergone. He 
himfcif, liow'ever, wliole name is Chaleef Aga, quitted his females, 
mounted Jiis horfe, and, with a great red nu^ received us in a more 
courteous manner than I had ever known pra<ftifed among the 
Turks, though he was no other than the chief of thole favages who 
inhabit the Gourdin hills. He welcomed us twice with great 
civility ; laid lie could not, at all times, anfwer for the behaviour 
of his people, but that now we might look upon ourfelves as in 
abfolute fafety. He accordingly accompanied us to Corus, and his 
people jarretted all the way for our diverlion, until the afeent 
became too fteep for that diverliont 

Corus, antiently Cyrus, is a city of Cyreftice; of which the 
famous Theodoret was bilhop. By Ptolomey it was called 
and in the council of Chalcedon, and thence the country 

around acquired the name of or Cyreftice. Theodoret, 

in his Eccleliaftical Hiftory, makes its diftance from Antioch two 
days journey ; and Antoninus places it forty-two miles from 
Berrhaea ; an account that agrees tolerably well with its diftance 
from Aleppo; fo that there leems to be no room to doubt of 
its being Cyrus : we may likewile add the affinity of founds, 
which ought to have fome weight in a country where every thing 
is corrupted. The alteration from Cyrus to Corus is not great, 
efpecialiy if we fuppofe, that, in thofe days, the Greek Upftlon 
was founded like an open French U, 

The caftle of this once noble city, which, from the foundation of 
the walls that ftill remains, appears to have been very great, flood 
upon a mountain of greater height and more difficult accels than 
that on which the city ftood : yet, though I ranged over the whole, 

1 could fee neither letter nor objed:. worth notice. Indeed, there 
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are three infcriptions over the gate, according to the author of the 
account ; but, though I hung over the wall at each of thcle places^ 
with the book in niy hand by way of prompter, I could not 
diftinguifh more than three or four letters fiicceeding each other 1 
neverthelefs I will not difpute their having been legible eight and 
forty years ago. I take no notice of the fituatioii of the places 
with regard to each other, becaufc N^. 8 is a iketch of the whole. 


• The city hath flood upon the plain furfice of a hill below this 
caflle ; and, from the ruins, I have realon to believe that every 
houfe was built of excellent well polifhcd I'quare Aon^s, which may 
be called a fort of marble, for none of them are weather-blown or 
honey-combed. One part of the wall feems to be regular, but 
the other we could not trace. The noble fquare building, which 
the author of the account mentions, has neither the foundations of 
a portico, altar, nave, cloifter, or mort-crofs ; how then fliould it 
be a cathedral ? We faw the bafes of fome pillars, and the /pot 
where /bme walls have been, together with a large area, which is 
very diftin<Sl: ; fo that I imagine this building has been a ba/ilica, a 
fpccies of edifice which had always walking places below, and 
apartments above. A noble row of pillars, of great length, has 
led to another grand building, but 1 really do not know of what 
fort, and I will not trouble you with idle conjcdlurcs ; yet I will 
venture to affirm, that, in the fkirt of the hill on which the caftlc 
flands, there has been a very fuperb theatre: from what remains in 
the front, it appears to have been built in a good tafte. Through 
a gate at each end, we enter into a fquare room, which was cer- 
tainly the fpoliarium of the Romans, or the A-Tro^ua-t^iov of the Greeks, 
where the gladiators left their cloaths, uuJ tu which the wounded 
were carried: from thf»/e arp nrehed entries to the theatre, ^l^he 
front, over walls, extends to feventy-two yards, fix of which are 
taken up in the central entry, and three in each of thole laft are 
on the fides; the fenai-diameter makes thirty- fix yards to the feats, 
and the bafe of them may amount to fourteen. We found the 
following infeription on a (lone, the figure of which you have 

9. 


KAAIKfN/O^r 
- tiVKAONPAE 
- rAAAlOYA\A 

TAioYeyrATp 

CEOTHPATO 

WOHKNAPA 


On another ftone, not fo large 
as the former, wc read, 

]C-~-PAIC 

CYAHMOC 

erAHAJCOY 

e^iAi^N 


Leaving 


F f f 
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Leaving Corns, we pitched our tents upon the banks of the river 
Sabone, near the bridge that confifts of fix mean arches, v/hich 
wilJ, probably, foon go to ruin. 

Chaleel Beg accompanied us to our tents, where he honoured us 
w'ith his prefence at dinner; nay, in fpite of all our rcmonftrances, 
he, together with his brother-in law Muftapha Aga, and Ibme of 
his people, upon whofe fidelity he could depend, adually watched 
over us in the night, bccaufe, as he told us, we had fallen into a 
den of thieves ; and, next day, fent his brother with a guard to 
conduct us in fafety out of a country iiihabited by the worfl of 
villains. One thing very fingular in this good man’s behaviour 
was, that he always rofe and faluted us as we pafled him ; a deport- 
ment oppofite to the conflant praiSlice of the Turks, the meanefl: 
of whom thinks it beneath him to rife and falute any giaour or 
infidel. You may be fure wc exerted ourfelves in making proper 
acknowledgments for all this uncommon civility. 

There is an agreeably wild bottom at the place where we eroded 
the Aphreen. There arc a number of good gardens at the village 
of Carnavee, on the other fide of which is a very fine fpring, not 
far from the fountain of king Alii, or Alii Chifmay. 

Befliaanah Hands upon an hill, a fituation generally cholen by 
thefe people for the convenience of difeovering their enemies at a 
diftance, and of defending themfelves the more eafily when attacked. 
Below this place, the water is led in conduits to different grounds, 
the work being executed with more judgment and Ikill than could 

he expe<f>f’d in rhi.*? part of the world. Gangeen is an handjfbmc 

village that Icems to hang upon «■ ground ; and, in the 

neighbourhood of Sipri, the rocks refemble iron ore ; all around 
the mountains are fteep, and the valleys narrow, but covered with 
woods; from which they derive a very agreeable appearance. 
Upon an eminence from whence we had a prolpedt of the caftle of 
Rouwant, I fat down in a (hade, and drew the llcetch which you 
have at N®. lo. It ftands upon the fummit of 'a very high, 
conical hill, which is one of the heights of Amanus, and affords 
a moft imperial view ; but, as we were aflured that it cont^f 4 ed' - 
nothing to gratify our curiofity, we fpared ourfelves the fatigue of 
afeending the Hcep, and making a circular turn, encamped upon a 
charming fpot near the foot of it, where we dined. What name 
it formerly bore I know not, but it muff: have been built before the 
t ime of the Saracens, for it was taken by the fultan Dahin 

Through 
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Through this whole country there is no fuch thing as timber, all 

that grows being no other than low coppice, or brufli-wood. By 

fome unaccountable accident, we, in the evening, turned out of 
our road, mounted a very fteep hill, and encamped upon a piece 
of very bad ground at Morejano. Far from repining at what had 
happened, I was perfectly pleafed with our miftakc ; for wc found 
oiirfclves upon the top of one of the higheft Gourdin hills ; a 
delicious fpring iffued from the rock, the meanders of the river 
• Aphreen regaled the view in feveral places, and the whole profpe^l 
was greatly wild and agreeable : but you cannot conceive how cold 
we found the morning in this place. 

Uluhan is the handfomeft village I have yet feen in this country ; 
it (lands upon an eminence adorned with vincyaids and gardens, 
above a beautiful plain interfperfed with olivt -groves ; the ground 
here is fo extremely high as to overtop ahnoff all the mountains in 
the neighbourhood. Gouroum is likewife a delightful village, and 
is provided with a mofque, which was the firft wc had feen fince 
we fet out on this journey. A little way beyond this place, our 
view was ftruck with the appearance of what feemed to be an 
antique chateau, upon the fummit of an hill, and wc began to 
congratulate ourfelves upon the difcovery ; but we fbon had the 
mortification to find that it was no other than a pidgeon-hoiifc, 
called pourchce. Thus difappointed we jogged forwards, pafled 
Aintab, and encamped near a mill upon the banks of a river 
which takes its name from that place ; though this, in all proba- 
bility, is the Sadjour, 

Aintab exhibits a very fine appearance, the approach to it, from 
cither fidcj being extremely pleafing ; for it Hands upon levcral 
hills, fo that the houfes look like fb many hanging terraces, and the 
minorets of fome mofques happen to be crcdled and placed in fuch a 
manner, that one would imagine they had been raifed in honour of 
a Pompey or an Adrian. The caflle Hands by it/elf, on an high 
fwelling eminence, furrounded by a deep foflee, and, in the rock, 
a covered way is cut out like a cin6:ure or belt, in which are finall 
i^mbraHires for arrows or mufkets; through thefe the garrifon 
nyght annoy the befiegers, provided thefe laH were deHitute of 
cannon : but, like all the other forts I have feen in the poHefilon 
of the Turks, it could make no defence againH a regular attack z 
fcfTf in feveral places which have been broke down, we fee the rock 
of the covered way fo thin, that a few great guns would foon 
beat it to powder. The whole neighbourhood of this city is 
prettily diverfified ^ the fouth with hiljsi on the north, weH, 

and 
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and cafl, with a gently flowing river, gardens, vineyards, groves, 
and c. orn-liclds : the air is extremely pure, and plenty would be the 
porti''!! of the inhabitants, were they permitted to reap the fruits of 
their labour ; whereas, at prefent, all within the town is fqualor, 
naftinefs, and mifery. 

This Aintab is by (bme fuppojfcd to be the Antiochia penes 
Taurum, and its fituation agrees pretty well with the dtlci iption that 
Strabo and Ptolemy give of that city ; but, if we credit Pliny or • 
Lucian, wc miift place that Antiochia upon the Euphrates. Thislaft 
author mufl; be fuppoled to be well acquainted with the fltuation 
of Antiochia, for he was born at Samolata ; therefore could hardly 
be ignorant of the geography of Commagena, cipecially of a place 
fo near the city in which he was born. Commagena v/as a king- 

dom, known by the name of Euphratefla, or Augufleuphratefla ; 
the capital being Samolata, upon the banks of the Euphrates. 
Macarius, who was patriarch of Antioch, about fifty years ago, 
fays that Aintab was one of the twelve bifhopricks of Euphratefia, 
and calleel Dalefthces, which is, doubtlefi, a corruption of Doliche, 
an ancient city of Commagena ; and he farther obferves, that the 
names of thole places which he mentions, are taken from an antient 
Greek manulcript, belonging to the patriarchal library at Damafeus. 

Wc travelled along the river, which is, on each fide, adorned 
with villages, trees, and gardens, as fin as jagdigeen, where we 
were very much perplexed by the author of the account, See. wlio 
calls the place Adjia ; a miftake which might have proceeded from 
the mumbling manner in which the natives pronounce their words : 
then lie tells us that the Singas, or river of Aleppo, rifes in this 
place all at once from a large fountain within ten yards of the Sad- 
jour, with which a communication might be eafily made. Had 
this faefl been true, and the communication practicable, it certainly 
would have been executed long before this time : but the cale is 
really this ; a body of water is conveyed in a leader from the river 
Aintab, poflibly the Sadjour, to water the gardens whioh hang 
towards the river ; but this leader, or conduit, turns down a little 
way to the weftward of the fountain, with the waters of which it 
joins in a channel between the gardens, and afterwards meets cihe. 
river, whole pourle then changes from caft to Ibuth, as you lee in 
the chart, N". ii. How to reconcile this circumftance with his 
account I know not. Perhaps this river, if that which runs by 
Aintab is the Sadjour, leparates Ibmewhere below ; and the branch 
that runs to Aleppo takes the name of the Singas, while the other, 
in its courfe to the Euphrates, retains the original appellation. Be 
that as it may, I believe Strabo had not very good authority for 

placing 
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placing the head of the river Singas in the Mons Pierius, ; and, in- 
deed, he fcems to be miftaken in many particulars relating to the 
geography of thefe countries. Between Aleppo, and the higheft 
part of Mons Amanus, there is no river that runs in the courfe 
which he afligns to his Singas. 

From Aintab, as far as a certain well in the Defut, where a 
village once flood, we favv a great many vineyards dirperfed on 
each tide to Uroiin, by which the Yalanchous runs; this river,, 
which is, probably, the fouzad, glides through Nizeeb, and dif- 
charges itfcll into the Euphrates. Here the country is plcaliint, the 
hills and dales being covered with plantations of olives, and a variety 
ol other trees, though confldcrably within the boundaries ol the 
Defart. In this town there is a pretty church, now converted into 
a mofque; and near the place where we encamped, is a flieck’s 
houfe, from whence there i:* a fubtciianean pafl'age to the clnircli: 
for what purpole I know not. When we had proceed, d a little 
way farther, we enjoyed a peep of the Euphrates, tliough it was 
very deceitful ; for, from the loftincfs of the Mefopotarnian hi'ls on 
the other flde, it Icemed very near, while it really was at a con- 
frdernblc diflance. And here let me obferve, that in this country 
we always found the morning cold, and the day fcorching hot. 

We have now reached the Euphrates, which, properly fpeaking, 
has, in this place, two fets of banks, one for fummer, and another 
for winter ; thefe lafl being full half a mile wider than the other. 
This river has a proud, bold courfe, and runs through immenfc 
tia<fls of countries. On the oppofitc, or Mefopotarnian fide, 
flands the eky ut iicci upun iLvcial liftlc hills, which it is fhcwii 
to advantage. It is, by Baudrand, in liis Lexicon Gcograpliicum, 
called Birtha ; but I fhould be glad to find fbme authority for 
giving it the appellation of Apamia, which was oppofite to the 
famous .Zeugma; and, without doubt, mufl have been fomewhere 
in this neighbourhood. As far as I travelied on the banks of the 
Euphrates*, I faw no place fo proper for a pafs into Mefopotamia 
as this very fpot where Beer now flands. It mufl be owned, in- 
deed, that on this fide there are no great remains of a city, yet this 
. is DP dbnclufive argument, bccaufe the materials might have been 
eafily tranfported to the other fide for the building of feer, which 
is now a very confiderable place. The bridge at Zeugma might, 
poffibly, have been a bridge of boats, like that which is now ufed 
at Bagdad. Alexander the Great, as well as the emperor Julian, 

pafled over bridges of this kind. 
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We pitched our tents upon an ifland of the Euphrates, from 
wlicrxc we had a view of the caftlc, town, river, and circumjacent 
country ; fo that the Etuation would have been e.'ctrcnicly agreeable, 
had not we been well nioh fcorchcd to death bv the exeeflive 
natural and reflected heat. 

While our negotiatiem at Beer was depending, I amufed myfelf 
with fketehing the cafUe, the drawing of which you have at 
N‘h 12. The appearance is very lingular; for, from the bare 
rock in the middle, it looks like one caftle on the top of another. 

The city is governed by a muflhlem, to whom we fent our conl- 
plimcnts, with better prelents than are ufually made, in hope of 
obtaining our requeft, which was permiflion to lee the caftle ; but 
we were much mortified at his anfwer, the purport of which was 
this : “ Wiiat arc they who come to make their obfervations on 
“ the grand lignior’s garrifons.? Do they take me for a child or 
“ an afs’s head, that they would feed me with fweet-meats, and dupe 
“ me with a bit of cloth ? No! they fhall not fee the caftle, if they 
“ fliould tarry fourteen days ; fb they may be gone when they will.’* 
In confcquence of this churlifh reply, we held a council to de- 
liberate whether or not we fhould crofs the river and vifit the city, 
ftnee we could not be admitted into the caftle ; but, upon refle(fting 
that a man capable of fending fuch a brutal meftage, might be apt 
to infult us in fomc other manner, we would not run any rifque 
barely for the fatisfadion of having it in our power to fay we had 
been in Mefopotamia, cfpccially as wc knew that there was a dirty 
famenefs in all the Turkifh towns ; and therefore we rckilved to 
fti ike our tents after dinner, anJ quit the ncighbourlioocl of Beer ; 
which (pardon the pun) was governed by fuch a bear, that, exclu- 
five of his unmannerly rcfufal, he had the infolence to afk how we 
dared to encamp upon his melon-ground without his permiflion; 
though the place we occupied was abfolutely barren and unculti- 
vated. 

The boats here ufed are of a very odd figure, and very clum- 
fily built ; one third from the bow leems to be cut off, the fides 
are high and perpendicular, an huge timber binds the veflel acrbfs., 
at the opening where the camels enter, of which fhe will carry four 
at a time ; fhe is managed by two men, one of whom ftands at the 
helm, which is a crooked piece of timber, and the rudder is a 
great way feparated from the ftern ; at that end which dips into the . 
water, is made faft a fquare log of about a foot and an half, and 
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the whole is ruled by the crooked tiller : on the larboard -fide, for - 
wards, is faftened another crooked ftick, with a fquare piece of wood 
at the end, which the other lellow manages by way of an oar, 
paddling along, while the other afiifis him by wriggling with his 
oar in the ftern ; fbmetimes the boat is piilTicd forwards b)’ poles. 

There is (omething (b agreeable in the entertaining variety that 
occurs to one who travels along the I'-uphrates, that no thought of 
his being in the Defarts of Arabia can ever enter his imagination, 
even though the ground through which he pafies is altogether un- 
cultivated. The river confifts of a vafl body of water, even in the 
fummer ; and this is infinitely incrcafed by the winter rains, which 
brmg fupplics from numberlcfs ftreams that lolc themfclves in its 
befom. The rapidity of the winter-current isi fo violent, that it 
has fwept out fome new channels, which haveformcfl a number of 
pleafant ifiands » and, upon fome of thefe, we fiw trav elling 
V llages compoled of Turcoman’s butts, which arc fo contr ved as 
to be rolled up and removed from place to place. I he pr^lped of 
tlie Melnpnfaminn lands is not without its beauty, as ic alloids a 
variety of objects to the eye, and forms a contraft with the plain on 
which we travelled, for it abounds with white pointed hills ; and, 
on that fide of the river, the banks are in fcveral places covered 
With trees, of which, on our bank, there v/as not one to be feen. 

After having crofled the Touzad at an old khanc and garden, 
near the place where it falls into the Euphrates, wc once more en- 
joyed the pleafurc of taking up our quarters upon the border of 
this noble river, which here forms large iflnnds by two detachcil 
branches, running with a deep bay about three niiks from the great 
body, to which they return like fo many playful infants who ramble 
a little way, and then return to their indulgent mother’s bofom. 
Had the Euphrates flowed through Greece or Italy, it would have 
been celebrated by a thoufand poetical pens, for the dignity of its 
ftream and the watry deities that fport amidfl: its waves, and Tiber 
itfelf would have yielded to it in point of majefty and fame. 

At Beer, and feveral other places on the river, we had leeu people 
fwknming upon what they call lowders; and here rhe aga, or 
mafter of what 1 call a travelling village, gratified our curiofiry 
with a more minute defeription of the machine, and ordered his 
own fon to fliew us the particular manner of ufing it. This is no 
Other than a goat’s (kin without head, tail, and feet; all the apertures 
overlapped and clofely ftitched, except that of one leg, into 

which 
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whicb the man blows until it is quite diftended with air, then he 
twifts the Ikin of the leg and tics it very hard ; this preparation 
being made, he ftrips himfelf naked, makes a bundle of his deaths, 
which he hiftens to a ring thrown over his head like a porters 
knot, lays his body flat upon the lowder, ftrikes with his feet and 
fleers with his hand, fo as to make a very conflderable way through 
the water. Perhaps the origin of this pradtice in the eaft, was 
owing to an expedient ufed by Alexander in purfuing Beflfus, 
who had bafely murdered his mafter Darius : this traitor having 
deftroyed all the boats upon the river, Alexander’s eagernefs to over^ 
take fuch a perfidious monfler whetted his invention ; he ordered 
the tents to 1^ uncovered, the hides which lerved for that purpofe 
to be , fluffed with flraw, and upon thefe he floated his army to the 
other fide. p 

From this place our road lay through fbme very wild and 
barren fpots, that juftly merit the name of the Defarts of Arabia, 
until we arrived at the ruins of the city of Jerabolus, 

I fhoiild naturally imagine, and indeed conclude, from the fimL 
litude of names, that this was the ancient Hierapolis, had I no other 
authority for my conjecture ; but, befidcs this prefumption, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus fays, in his fourteenth book, “ Prima poft 
“ Ofdroenam, Commagena nuc Euphratenfis clementer adfurgit, 
“ Hierapoli vetere nino, et Samofata civitatibus amplis illuflris.” 
Aleppo, therefore, which was in Cyreflice, cannot be Hierapolis ; 
and as to Bombouch, it does not fland upon the Euphrates, but at 
a confiderablf* difl-nnrf from that river. Mow the emperor Julian, 
in one of his epiflJes to Libanus, fiiys, he fet out from Antioch and 
came to Litharta, from whence he proceeded to Berrhasa, where 
he flaid a whole day ; thence he went to Batn®, where he tarried 
another day ; and afterwards to Hierapolis, at which place, after a 
flay of three days, he pafled the Euphrates over a bridge of boats. 
Hierapolis muft therefore be upon the Euphrates ; and, doubtlels, 
the fame which is now Jerabolus. 

This city has, without doubt, been pretty well fortified ; for, in 
fome places, part of the walls are flill flanding to a good liei^t*: 
but flill 1 find the author of the account, &c. varying from the 
obfervations I have been able to make. According to him, the 
river runs juft by the weft end of the town ; whereas, I affirm its 
eourfe is eafterly, and then more to the fbuthward, as you fee in 

m . 13; 
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N®. 13. A rifing ground fronts the north, and, as it appears to 
have been furrounded by walls, in all probability, this was the 
caftle, pretorium, or citadel of the place ; but nothing can be 
gathered from the ruins of the town. As we were all eager after 
monuments of antiquity, every individual t(x)k a didcrent fcciic of 
inquiry, and when any thing remarkable occurred, he hallowed 
aloud to his companions, who immediately affembled to examine 
• the objedt. Yet, notwithftanding this diligence, v/c could not find 
the lion which is exhibited by the abovementioned author ; though 
we difeovered one done very much broken, which you fee repre- 
fented at N®. 14. and another which was the tomb of fomc digni- 
fied chriftian clergyman, in his faccrdotal veftments, as delineated 
at N®. 15. 

In our way from hence, we found fevcral good fprings, par- 
ticularly at Dafhatan ; at a little diftance from which is the river 
Aphor, We then travelled a great way through mountainous 
defarts, fbmetimes near the Euphrates, until wc arrived at tlie Sad- 
jour , the banks of which are fb rocky as rendered riding on 
Jiorfe-back very dangerous and troublefome : having crofled this 
river, we pitched our tents on the other fide, hard by a village of 
the fame name. Our next day’s journey was not fo tedious ; for 
in two hours and an half we reached a delicious fpring, near 
Bumbouch, where we again encamped until next morning, with a 
refolution to fpend the whole day among the ruins of that once 
ftately city ; thither then we moved after having velrcfhed ourfelvcs 
with fome excellent punch, accompanied by Eyous Aga, captain 
of a village in the neighbourhnnd. fmm wlicuce lie linr! come to 
meet us with an antilope by way of prefent. 

Bumbouch, by Strabo, is called and by Pliny, Bambyce ; 

yet both thefe authors fay it had the name of Hicrapolis; andiEIian 
obferves that this appellation was given by Seleucus ; but I cannot 
believe that he would give the name of Hierapolis to Bumbouch, 
which is not far from the other city fo called, becaufe fuch a praaice 
would infallibly breed confufion ; I rather impute the whole to a 
miftahe of thofe authors, who are not at all accurate in their de- 
ienptions of this country. It is not improbable that Bambyce was 
the Magog of the Syrians, which certainly flood near this place ; 
indeed, fcveral authors, not knowing whereto fix Magog, have, 
without the leaft authority, affigned that name to Aleppo j which 
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undoubtedly, the antient Bcrrhca, according to the tcftimonics 
of Nicetas, Nicephorus, Lonaras and Credeniis j not to mention 
tiie circumftance of the bi(hop of Aleppo, who is, to this day, ftilcd 

lr«rK07ros 


My heart aked V'hen I fiw the miferable veftiges of this once 
famous city of Bumbouch, which has been full three miles in cir- 
cumference, furrounded with walls extremely well built of finely • 
polilhed Aonc, fix feet thick, with fquare towers and baftions in 
the old manner. This place has been fupplied by water conveyed 
to it and the circumjacent fields at a vaft expence, and from a great 
diftance, through fubterrancan conduits. Thefe we traced for 
many miles by the air fhafts which had been funk, and out of which 
it was not unpleafant to fee wild figs and other trees growing in a 
barren country, which, in no other place produces fo much as one 
bufh. From thefe pits, which we obferved in feveral places on the 
right and left, there is reafon to believe that collections of fprings 
have been made from all corners, not only to fupply the wants of a 
city fo populous, but likewile to water and enrich the fields that 
ftretch out into a Ipacious plain lo ihe caftward of the town ; 
where, in all probability, the facred cattle were fed : for Strabo 
and Pliny tell us, that Atargatis, in Scripture called Afhtaroth, 
the abomination of the Sidonians, was worfliipped at Bumbouch, 

Thofe pits and fubterrancan conduits, which are every where to 
be found in thefe countries, were, in all likelihood, owing to this 
origin. When the Perfians conquered Afia, they found themfelves, 

in many places, very much incommoded by want of water ; a 
great number of men and cattle were employed in fupplying this 

defed : ; yet, in fpite of all their precaution, they were very much 
ftraitened except in the neighbourhood of a river. They therefore 
made a propofal, which pafied into a decree, importing, that every 
perfon who fliould raife and convey water to fuch places as were 
deftitute of that conveniency, fhould enjoy the ftipulated profits 
ar fing from that commodity, referved for them and their heirs to 
the fifth generation. This encouragement ftimulated and let to 
work a great number of people, and the firft trials they made* were, 
in bringing water under ground, in the manner I have mentioned, 
from Mount Taurus; and ip Aretching theie canals all over the 
plains. 

Part 



Bumbouch. LETTER X. an 

Part of the walls of a fuperb fquare building, {land at this day ; 
and the foundation of the whole is perfedly dillind : in the center 
we found the large bafe of an altar ; and hard by, within the build-- 
ing, is a pit well ; from which circumftances, I reafonably con- 
clude, that this was the temple of Atargatis, with the altar on 
which the facrifices were offered up to that deity. Adjoining to 
this edifice, is that which the authorp have had too much occa^lion 
ter mention,^ calls a deep pit of one hundred yards diameter, 

Mr. Maundrel, furely, could not ule this exprcffion, from which 
one would exped to fee fome deep and frightful chafm, and be 
puzzled about the ufe to which it was put : whereas, any man, 
the leaft converfant in drawing, will at once perceive that this mud 
have been a theatre. Almoft all the benches remain, and the arena 
now produces very good pot-herbs for the convenience of a farmer 
and his family. Nor can I agree with that fame author in deferibing 
the ftone, on which are engraved what he calls the fyrens, whofe 
filhy tails form a feat for a naked woman, with whofe arms theirs 
are intwined. The {yrens had the faces and bodies of women, 
together with wings, hut their lower parts were of the feathered 
not the finny kind. The figures here reprclented have wings, but 
their bodies are of a mafculine mould, their lower parts arc fifh, 
and their middle parts covered with Ihaggy hair, Confidcring 
how much this fragment is defaced, and our uncertainty with 
regard to the date of fculpture at that period when this work was 
executed, it muft be a difficult talk to explain the meaning of thefe 
figures ; but, that their arms are not mutually intwined, is evident 
from the fragment of the womonV left arm, ^ as tee in the 

drawing at N®. i6. So that I am rather inclined to believe they 
reprelent two attendants upon the Marine or Ibme river deity, 
carrying off a nymph for his pleafure, together with a veil for her 
covering. 

There are likewife the ruins of a mofque, which mull have been 
built by the Saracens, becaufe the inferiptions on the minoret and 
tombllones are in their charader. We made a proper prefent to the 
aga j[who l^ntthe day and fupped with us) and defired he would 
*fend Ibme perlbn to conduct us fafely in the dark, as wc* propofed 
to fet out next morning before day. He accordingly fent a tater- 
demalion, who called himfelf aga, and demanded an exorbitant 
price, which rather than pay, we departed by ourfelvcs, and fol- 
low^tbe right road without the leaft difficulty. 

We 
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We faw an infinite number of antilopes bounding along in 
herds ; fome of our company went a courfing, and a fine fat buck 
was killed by one of our lervants. Wc palTcd a variety of ruined 
villages in a very extenfive, rich foiled plain, furrounded by liills. 
Bezay, though a mean village, has a very agreeable effc<St upon the 
eye ; which, after having been fatigued with parched and barren 
profpeds, is here firft refrefhed with the view of gardens and culti- 
vation. The water in this place invited us to halt ; but under- 
ftanding it was better at Eaab fountain, or Ayn il Baab, we went 
thither, and indulged ourfelves in wandering about during the reft 
, of the day. 

Next morning we proceeded to Baab, which is a very plealant 
place, hut whether or not the Batnae mentioned by Julian, I will 
not pretend to determine ; yet I cannot imagine to what other 
place he could go a day’s journey from Aleppo or Bcrrhaea in his 
way to Hierapolis, and find good water; for the aqujedu<5fs of 
Bumbouch rife a great way on the other fide of Baab, and wc 
could find no water but this between the one and the other. — Upon 
the top of an hill, hard by the town, fianda the mofque dedicated 
to Sheck A tin Eben Alii Eben Abutaleb, one of the prophet’s 
fucceflbrs; from hence I enjoyed a fine profped, aud took the 
bearings of the different places which I have marked in the charte. 
Coming down this hill we were met by a parcel of Italian Jews, who 
appeared like fo many mountebanks, followed by broken failors : one 
fellow was drefied like a dehbafiiee, or mad-head, with a lance in 
his hand; another wore a Turkifli habit, with a caouk and white 

fii/h, and was preceded by four men with fhouldered muikets. This 
perfon 1 miftook for the aga of Tcdiff, probably acquainted with 

the Jews, who have a famous fynagogue in that town, and as 
fuch we gave him the way ; but were extremely mortified at our 
complaifance, when we afterwards underftood he was no other than 
a rafcally Jew-ftroff or money-changer. 

< 

Upon the ftreams which run from Baab ftands the village TedilF ; 
which, from the gardens, water, planting, and hedged lanes, I 
could not help comparing to our agreeable villages in Britain ; for 
the bottom is rich and agreeably rural. Here is the famous f^na- “ 
gogue, in one part of which the prophet Ezra fpent much of his 
time ; and in another he was interred. Hither the Jewiih women 
aOually repair to be impregnated, wh^ they prove barren at 
Aleppo, 

In 
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In the evening we jogged on to Sufbas, which is a very poor 
village, with a fountain and (heck s houle ; and here it will not be 
amifs to obferve that fheck not only fignifies a lord, but is likcwifc 
an appellation given to an holy man. When a TuikiHi monk dies 
with any reputation for fan(ffity, his hut is prelcrvcd oi* rebuilt, and 
a mofque is often raifed upon the fpot. Thither the dcvotccsr 
dired their Heps ; there they bow their bodies, bend their- knees, 
and offer tip their petitions; which, indeed, arc all the offerings 
they prefent; for they are too wife to make any other oblations.---- 
A little way to the fouthward of the fountain, is a fquarc of ninety 
feet hollowed deep out of the rock, and to this an entry is dug 
upwards from the declivity of the diftant ground: there is a 
fpacious gateway, the whole infidc is vaulted, and thefe vaults, 
which I imagine were intended for granaries, feeni to Jiave been 
well contrived and well executed, and are capable of containing an 
immenfe quantity of grain. Between this place and Aleppo there is 
nothing worth notice ; though I muff oblervc, that, at the dillance 
of an hour and an half from it, we had a beaudful profped of 
that city. A number of the late pacha’s difbanded folditrs, or 
capfis croffed the road upon us, but gave u'^ no other trouble than 
that of alking who we were, and where we had been ? At Sheck 
Mahummed’s houfe, which is fituated upon a mount, a little way 
beyond the village of Najar, wercfreflied ourfelves with a bowl of 
good punch, which is a moft lalutary and delicious beverage in 
thefe hot countries; and then returned betwixt Baballah and the 
vineyards in fafety to Aleppo. 

Thu* hare detail of our journey, 

and if there is any thing in it unufually trifling and infipid, I beg 
you will for once wave the confideration of my incapacity, and 
impute my frailty to the attacks of a Scanderoon fever and ague, 
from which I had no refpite during the whole time I employed in 
writing this account. Indeed I owed this malady to my own in- 
diferetion; for, without remembring that I grow old, I yielded 
to the didates of a fopIiA pundilio in my journey from Aleppo to 
this p>fece | andj though lay rough every 

night,* tKa0 iuight ttO»t 'fc^ conipanion who had not 

iuch ai tolerably well from 

^ diftiillw aud am^ill exceeding weak ; 

io Aat I prpfX^ to Cyprus for the reeftab- 

of tnf V profit by the fea-air 

"and 
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and change of climate, efpecially when aflided by the agreeable 
company of my worthy friend Mr. Conful Wakeman. All tbefe 
circumftances conlidcred, you will not wonder that I now put an 
end to this letter ; which, however, I cannot conclude without 
repeating the fuggeftions of that indelible friendlhip and regard 
with which I am, 


Alexandretta, 0 £lober 26, 1747. 


Dear Brother, 


Your moft affectionate. 


L B T T E R 



Danali. 


ai5 


LETTER XI. 


Dear Sir, 

M y laft letter threatned you with an annual pcrfccution from 
my pen ; and, by this time, you arc fenfible that my 
menaces do not always evaporate in fmoke. The truth is, I am in 
the predicament of a man conlcious of having failed in a favourite 
undertaking, who makes deiperate efforts to rc-eftablilh his affairs, 
and flounders on from one mifearriage to another, until they are in- 
volved beyond all prolpeifl: of retrieval. My ambition and my 
fcheme was to entertain you and others of my friends ; and, fenfible 
as I am of haying mifearried in that projeft, I lhall exert my friiit- 
lefs endeavours to redeem my credit, and leflen the chagrin of your 
difappointment* 

Perhaps I might have fucceeded better, had I indulged a fancy, 
which is not altogether barren, and taken the liberty, ufed by fomc 
travellers, of advancing hyperboles which Would be believed by 
fome, and could not be di^roved by others. 1 am afraid 1 have 
rather run into the other extreme, in adhering to a fimplc recital 
of dry truths, and a bare defermtion of thofe objc«£l5 which liave 
fallen under iriy ooiervairofl,' 7*^100* w poinbly, jcp»iiuc/i me 
with having omitted to defcant upon the laws, manners, and 
politics of the countries and places through which J have travelled ; 
and, doubtlcfl, your cenfure will be jufl: but, you know, I iiad 
always an averfioiitp method and methodifts of every denomination ; 
and therefore I fliall not, at prefent, pretend to attonc for my 
negledt, in. any other way than that of telling you, once for all, 
the text of the Turkifh lawTs the Khoran; a foil fo fruitful of 
chicanery and deceit,, that it may be expounded a thouiand 
different ways, accqrding to villany, and .Mijundtions 

laid updn the eippflto^^ are not always volunteers 

in kna\^,^but]|^n obj^edttj^onounce icnteqceby thedirta:ion 
of the mott pbw|tiftil cdiitendin|^^f^^ Thefe people arc natuially 
ffavage and uncultivated, Conjfequently their manners muft be 
brutal. ThCii’ jiffies conflff b^^ fraud and diflimulation ; they are 
aihamed of nothing that is bafe or perfidious; they feck not to 
' acquire 
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acquire the allldion, but to tyrannize over the pcrfons and ctTcds 
of tlieip fellow- creatures ; and their government is maintained by 
the moft arbitrary meafures that paffion, intereft, avarice, and cor- 
ruption can fiiggeft. 

In order to vary my enjoyment, I often change my routes in 
travelling ; and laft year went to Aleppo by a road that carried me 
to Danah, which is now a mean village ; what name it formerly 
had I cannot learn, and you know I do not love to amufe people 
with vain conjecture; but it muft certainly have been a place of 
confiderable note, for I found in it fome noble ruins : in one place 
the bafes of a number of columns remain in their original pofi' ion, 
and their broken fufts lie (battered around. I have reafon to tliink 
they formed the nave of a church, becaufe, hard by, are the ruins 
of a well-built bellfrey: the ornamental fragments, I perceived, 
were gothic ; and, in the neighbourhood, I traced the foundation 
of a very large building, probably a convent, furnilhed with a 
fpacious ciftern, from which we drew excellent cool water, which 
was the mod refreihing draught I ever fwallowed ; for the weather 
was not only exccflively hoc from the nature of the (eafon, but that 
heat was reinforced by the (corching eaft wind blowing from the 
Defarts, which rendered the air altogether unfit for refpiration. 
This ciftern is covered with logs of marble from ten to twelve feet 
h ng, and from three to four feet broad; the(e are fupported by 
fquare pillars of the fame ftone ; and from it the villages are fup- 
plied with water The inhabitants are Arabs, among whom I law 
a feene of induftry that far exceeded any thing I had ever obferved 
in Syria j for the T'lirks arc a pwuplc, auU eKoo/o to gnin their 
livelihood by robbery, fraud, or murder, rather than by honefttoil. 
The place is delightfully frtuated on an eminence, in the middle of 
a charming extenfrve plain, furrounded by beautiful low hills; on 
the declivities of which were once fine villages, now reduced to 
ruins and miferable hutts. The fields are cultivated with the utmoft 
regularity ; the men and women were then employed ih reaping, 
and this operation they perform by cutting off the ears and pulling 
up the ftubble, which method h^s been always followed in the eaft ; 
other females were bufy in carrying water to the reacts, To Jthat 
none but infants were unemployed. 

Near to what I conceive to have been the church, are a great 
many catacombs ‘ cut out of the rocks in different fafhions, but. 
without any figure or infeription: in theni^ft of theie ffands a monu< 
ment of a particular kind, from whence is derived a tradition tha 
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Joannes Damafcenus preached in this place, and converted multi- 
tudes who came to hear his doctrines ; hence the monument is 
highly revered by the chriftians of thefe parts, if we may give that 
appellation to wretches who are ignorant and villainous to a fliame- 
ful degree. At N i • you have a drawing of it, and you will lee 
the oddity of the work confifts in the magnitude of the ftones and 
• the capitals of the columns, which you will pleafe to obferve. 

Seleucus Nicator, you know, was a mighty builder of cities, 
which are now fo lhaded with oblivion, that the very places upon 
which Ibme of them flood can no longer be diftinguifhed. Here 
the lituation was fo inviting, being about fix and thirty miles liom 
Antioch, where he refided, that, in all probability, thefe are the 
ruins of one which the chriilians afterwards adorned, and the 
mahometans laid wafte. 

About fix or eight leagues from Scanderoon, is a place called 
Arlbus, laid to have been a noble city, the refidence of a race of 
kings who lived in this country. This may be the ancient Rhoflus, 
or Rhofus, whence Cape Porco is called Rhofiicum Scopulum : or the 
word Arfous may be a corruption of Arfaccs, though I do not find 
the Arlacides were in poflelfion of land fo near this place. Thole 
who afifumed that name} as defeendants of him who founded the 
Parthian empire, came firft from Phoenicia, and thence into the 
Upper Syria, where they inhabited no farther north than the plains 
between Antioch and Tripoli, together with fome hills in the 

' neigh boucslioo4i. Am tli%, countiy of the Afiallins • how they 

acquired and loft that name, the learned in the Perfian and Arabic 
languages have endeavoured to Ihewj for my own part, I give 
myfelf no trouble about thofe oblcure matters ; and when you want 
to be informed of migrations, tranfmigrations, and etymological 
dilputes, you muft have recourle to more indefatigable writers. 
Some authors aftert, that thefe people were utterly extirpated in 
the thirtebnth century by the Tartars, on account of the continual 
depredations and horrid murders they committed ; but 1, who have 
livedib long In this iiifi»iiai|dace, will venture to aftirm, that Ibme of 
dieir^awn ftlll exifts in tbe moonCains that furround us for nothing 
is fo cruel> barbarous, and execrable, that is not adled, and even 
gloried in by tbale cuffed Qourdins. 

prince eif liic ArfeeidM^ or Aftalfins, was eletflive, and 
called ^eftiec^i orkud of the mountains: they profefted mahome-r 
but promifcd to the Knights Templars to embrace chriftw 

K k k . anity, 
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unity, ana uflift them in all their wars, provided they would exempt 
them from the tribute which they annually paid, and put thdn on 
the footing of their other chriftian fubjedts. This propofal was 
rejeded by the Templars, for reafons that did not much honour to 
the caufe in which they were embarked ; and the lofs of Jerufalidrn 
was not a little owing to their cavalier behaviour on this occaEon: 
for the Arfacides greatly contributed to their expulEon from the • 
Holy Land. 

Though no hiftorian of my acquaintance mentions any city of 
note in this part of the world, my curiofity prompted me to go 
and vifit the place, efpecially as I had been told I fhould find 
inferiptions and other monuments of antiquity. Fraught with fuch 
expectations, I fet out on the excurfion, and found all the plains 
from hence along fliorc naturally fine, but entirely uncultivated, 
except what they call the plains of Arfous ; in which are a great 
number of fiJk gardens extremely agreeable to the eye. I pitched 
my tent at the mouth of the river which falls into a large bay, in 
which I am told there is good anchoring ground. That the city 
flood upon both fides of this river, appears from a vafl number of 
fquare floncs, fufls of marble pillars, bricks, and foundations, 
though no other vefliges are to be feen. Upon an hill, hard by, 
flood a fquare building, probably a fort j in the vaults of which 
our horfes found a cool lodging. From the weft point of the 
bay, which is likewife called Arfous, I could trace the founda- 
tions of flrong edifices, from which two keys have run out, lb as to 
form a pretty little mole or harbour , and thio, ao well as the bay, 

is open to the north, 

I ranged about until the evening in queft of curiofities, and next 
dviy repaired to a village at the foot of the mountain Keilerich ; 
which is part of thole that run from Pieiius to Amanus, under the 
denomination of the Gourdin hills. Here, 1 was told, ^he kings 
had their fummer-houfe ; and, indeed, it muft have been a cool and 
pleafant fituation, with a beautiful prolped ; for the river Arfous 
runs in a very deep bottom below, and walhes the banks of that 
height upon which the palace ftood : but I could le^ no remans 
of the building, nor any thing that relilhed of antiquity, except 
two paultry burying-places cut out of a rock. 

While I wandered about, I found the ruins of what I fuppole to * 
have been a chriftian church, afterwards converted iotq a mplque ; 

« s^but 
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but they exhibited nothing remarkable. The people giw^. us to 
underftand that there were two caRles in the mountains ; but our 
entertainment here had hitherto fo little anfwered our expedation, 
that we refolved to fpare ourfelves and horfes the fatigue of going 
farther, and fb returned to our camp, where we refrclhcd and re- 
pofed ourfelves for the toil of next day. Thus you fee the difip * 
pointments to which we antiquity-hunters are expofed ; though the 
recital of thefe mifearriages may be of lervice to other people 
engaged in the lame purfuit ; who, provided with this caution, will 
not be fo apt to believe every idle report that prevails in the country. 
Indeed, one of my motives for undertaking this journey, was to fly 
from a fever and ague by which I had been long harrafled, and in 
this particular I fucceeded. 

Soon after this excurfion I went to Byafs, a fea-port town, about 
five leagues to the northward of Alexandretta, and in the bottom 
of the Sinus Iflicus ; for no part of it is more eafierly : it Hands 
upon an apparently fine bay, but the ground is foul, fo that anchor-, 
ing is dangerous in bad weather, and like almoft all the other ports 
in Turkey, it is no other than an open road, without any mole 
or harbour. The town is pleafantly iituated by the fide of a river 
that bears the iame name, and furrounded by fine filk gardens. 
Here is a ipacious vaulted bazar, and a noble khane, with a foun^ 
tain in the middle, together with feveral fmaller fquares adjoining 
to it. The bazars refcmble Exeter-Exchange in the Strand, where 
every merchant has his particular fhop, furnifhed with all forts of 
commodities, which are .nfed la the country ; fb that you may 
imagine they are generally large, A khane is commonly a fquare 
court, colonaded in the manner of Cpvent-Garden ; built in 
charit/ for the reception of firangers, as there are no inns in thefe 
countries. Under this colonade they are flieltered from the fun and 
rain, though Ibme have chambers for the lodgement of merchandize 
or goods ; .but, in general, they are large or final], magnificent or 
mean, according to the wealth or liberality of the founder ; and 
the lodgers pay no more than a fmall gratuity to the keeper, for his 
trouble and care : yet thofe in Aleppo have good fioufes, and arc lett 
at'a'confidcrablc rent by the proprietors. 

According to the chart exhibited by Monfieur Rollin, in his 
Anticnt hiftory, this fliould be the Myriandrus, in the plains of 
which, Darius, after he left Sochus, drew up his numerous army, 
in order to encounter Alexander, and fought the memorable battle 
of and here, he fays, Alexander halted in his way to 

Antioch, 
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Antiocjii. The difficulty of the paffiige over the mountains, may be 
alledged as an objedion to what he affirms ; for it is not at all to 
the purpofe, to fay, that the fituation of Sochus is not now known. 
Monfieur Rollin places it eaft, and, perhaps, juftly; for the fite 
of very few of tho/e cities that were founded by Seleucus Nicator 
can now be afeertained. 

Before I faw Byafs, I thought it lay fo near the foot of the hills, 
and they fo near the ffiore, that there could not poffibly be room 
for drawing, up fuch a vaft body of men as that which conftituted 
the army of Darius ; I therefore fuipeded that Alexandretta was 
Myriandrus, and By Ian the Sochus mentioned by Rollin ; but, at 
prefent, I am quite undeceived, from having feen the extenfive 
fields behind and on each fide of Byafs. Yet 1 mud take the 
Ji hefty to fay, we are often mifled by our geographers. The ac- 
counts of thefe countries by the ancients, are generally contradictory 
among themfelves^ becaufe little^ if any part, is laid down from an 
aClual furvey ; and the curfory obfervations made by travellers, are 
not to be depended upon: fometimes too, the blunders are owing to 
the inaccuracy of the copier or engraver. This may have been the 
cafe with the chart of this country which is given, by Rollin, or 
with that which we have from Dean Prideaux : for the firft places 
Alexandria fotith of Mynandrus, and the other reveries them in 
point of frtuation. 

I have nothing farther to fay of this place, but that I could not 
venture to viflt it without a guard, for f«ar of* hrmg robbed or 
murdered. The Turksj if they think proper, may tolerate or 
connive at thefe outrages while they are confined to their own fub- 
jeCls ; but9 inethinks, the European minifters, or fbverelgns, fhould 
interpofe in behalf of their own people, and foufe ffie venal officers 
of the Porte to fuch a fenfe of their duty, as would freure our lives 
and properties from the violence of fuqh ruffians. If. they refufe 
to conform to the capitulatiohs which fubfrfr Between them and us, 
let us lay their fea-port townpi ln affies, ahd beat the feragilo about 
the ears of the grand frgntor. ^ fruch a ^ornus frep is not at all 
impraClichble, and might; be 'tbe. only m making ’ffie iultan ' 
acquainted with the real frate of our complaints ; fo cautious is 
the vizir of difrurbu^hh mailer^ quiet, his tre^re; from 
was robbed not far from thti pl^ce, by one of oui hbn^ neigh- 
bours, who publicly told mei ^e Roiy, -Ipd tiiej^ndii|^or knew 
nothing of the matter: inde^, be is lg^kdwith^ 
nothing unfortunate, but that which ^fris to forel^e a general 

revolution; 
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revolution ; and, even in that cafe, he feldom hears until the 
evil is part remedy. 

In order to fhake off the effects of another fever and ague, and 
avoid the fummer malignancy of this accurfed place, which, in the 
Jerufalem Itinerary, is juftly called Alexandretta Scahiofa, 1 let out 
* on the fiift day of June for Bylan, formerly Piclanus ; where the 
author of that fame Itinerary, fixes the bound .ries of Cilicia and 
Syria. Hence the pafs through thefc mouiit;'!ii\s has derived the 
name of Pylae Syrise, or the gates of Syria; but this name it might 
have had though Syria had extended as lar northward as Iffus, be- 
caufe it is the firft difficulty an army from Cilicia will meet with in 
its march into Syria. The tranfition from Fyl® to Bylan is very 
natural ; for, in the language of the country, P is not founded ; and 
the word Syriae is of no other ufe than that of diftinguifhing it 
from another Pylae. In Denmark, people never fay the Sound of 
Elfinore, but the Sound ; and we feldom mention Gibraltar when 
we have occafion to {peak of the Straits, 

In this delightful, romantic place, I ftayed but one night, in a 
little houfe whither my family retires in the hot feafon, and* next 
morning departed for Caramoot ; in the neighbourhood ol which 
is an old caftle, reafonably fuppoled to be Pangrios. By the Jeru-* 
falem Itinerary, it fhould be at the diftance of twenty- five miles 
from Antioch, though the Antonine makes it only fixtecn ; and 
this difference is accounted for, by my ingenious friend the reverend 
Mr. Hemruljig, in thla iiiaiiner ; the lower half of the /ccond X, 
in XXV, might have been rubbed out, fo as that no more than the 
V remained; and, of the third letter V, one fide only may have 
been feen, refembling the unite, or / ; and thus the number XVI 
is formed. 

My • reafon for believing this old caftle to be Pangrios, is its 
being the only place of antiquity in that corner, and its diftance 
from Antioch ; whereas Caramoot is a very modern khane: true it 
. js, there is a village near the one and not the other ; but tliat village 
is mean, and probably more modern than the other of Caramoot. 

I arrived at Antioch, in hope of indulging, to the full, a 
curiofity which one accident or other had hitherto difappointed. 
This city ftands in a charming iltuation, upon the fouthern fide of 
the Orontes, along the banks of which it extends for the fpaco 
oP two whole miles j though the walls furroun4 the fmumits of 

L I I fteep 
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fteep impe/i^»ng mountains. Thefe I made (hift to climb with great 
difficulty, being refolved to fee every thing appertaining to fuch a 
celebrated place ; but our defcent was extremely hazardous, as we 
were obliged to hop, leap, Aide, and drop down from one preci- 
pice to another. 

Antioch, the Riblah of the Old Teftament, was the capital . of 
Syria, and an imperial feat, built by Antigonus, by whom it was 
called Antigonia, but finiflied and adorned by Scleucus Nicanor, 
who beflowed upon it his father’s name, which it retains to this 
day ; though the Greeks gave it the denomination of Epidaphne, 
and the Chriftians called it Thcopolis, becauie here the Golpel was 
preached by St. Paul. The firft bifhop was St. Peter ; the inhabit- 
ants were finguIarJy pious ; in this place the followers of our Saviour 
lirfl; affumed the name of Chriftians, and the city was faved, by the 
favour of Heaven, from the dreadful efFedls of an earthquake^ 
which deftroyed the other principal cities of Syria. 

I (hall not pretend to determine at what period thole extenftvc 
walls were built, as it is not afeertained by any infeription or author 
I Iiave Icen ; but I am apt to believe they are the work of Chrifti-* 
ans, becaufe 1 found erodes on the vaultings. Monfteur de la 
Roque, and after him, Monfteur Martiniere, gives a delcription of 
this place very difterent from what I faw ; but of thefe accounts I 
(hall take no further notice. At certain diftances, is a great number 
of large Iquare towers ; in which, I fuppole, the garrifbn was for- 
merly lodged, and from which the IbWicr* fought when the city 
was befteged. The walls, on theealy afeents, are eight feet thick, 
are furniflied with a parapet which covers them froni without, and 
with fteps that rife from tower to tower ; but thofc on the top of 
the hill are not (b ftrong. The whole work is of hewn ftone, 
except the arches, which are of brick, as being lefs fubje^l to the 
effedls of an earthquake. In fome towers were no fteps, but an 
eafy winding alcent. Without the Damalcus gate there has been 
an aquaedud of five arches, but very mean ; and, at that of Lata- 
chia, ftood a very large building, perhaps that which fome authors . 
fuppofe to have been the palace of Seleucus j though I could not 
diftinguilh the hexagon which is (aid to have been the form of 
that edifice : nor could I find the temple of Fortune, which they 
fay was dedicated by Theodofius to St. Ignatius j unlefs it be the 
veftige of a church at the eaft end of the city, dug out of the 
rock, one hundred and two feet in length, and fixty-nine in 
breadth; executed in a mean taftc, as appears from the (brry 
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remains: for the pillars that lead from the nave to the.tj^ir are 
not of the rock, but of bad ftone, arched with brick : or, perhaps, 
this temple may have been a fquare brick building, about the mid'* 
die of the town, of which I could fee nothing but the top, be- 
caufe the view was obftrudcd by a croud of other houfes ; and 
it is now converted into a Turkiih harem, or private feragUo, 

The ruins of another church, hang as it were over a precipice, a 
little more foutherly than that which I have already dcfcribcd ; but 
the moft celebrated of all thefe churches, was that of St. l^au', built 
by Conftantine, in which the iron of the fpear which pierced our 
Saviour s fide is faid to have been found. Here the feiigious councils 
of the Antioch patriarchate were held 5 and here, alfo, the patri- 
arch himfelf waschofen: at prefent, however, nothing remains but 
part of one wall, the bottom of which I could hot approach near 
enough to fee; ncverthelefs, at 2. you have a iketch of what I 
faw, as a fpecimen of the Syrian manner of building. 

There is a round ciftern, one hundred and thirty-five feet in 
diameter, upon the top of the hill near the caftlc ; and this laft Js 
faid to include a temple, which, however, I could not 
unlefs we give that name to a little, mean, oblong building, without 
any aperture of the window kind ; this, indeed, may have been 
open at top, and dedicated to Mars, as a repofitory for arms. 


Seleucus Nicanor having built the cities of Antioch, Seleucia, 
Laodicea, and Apamia, he gave the name of Tetrapolis to their 
joint territories : though Dr. Prideaux fays, Antioch itfelf was 
diftinguiflied by that appellation, becaufe it confided of four parts, 
divided from each other by walls, which were furrounded by one 
common to all. Thofe of the firft divifion were raifed by Seleucus ; 
the fecond by the people who were induced to fettle there when it 
was declared the metropolis of the Syrian empire ; the third by 
Seleucus Calinicus ; and the fourth by Antiochus Epiphanes ; at 


prefent, however, not the lead: veftige of thefe walls is to be tracedt 
This city flourilhed one thoufend fix hundred years, was taken 
froiri'the Greeks in the year fix hundred thirty-eight, an*d retaken 
by Godfrey of Bouillon, who 'erected it into a principality, for 
Boehmond, prince of Tarentum; but it was deftroyed in one 
thoufand two hundred and fixty^fife by Bibars, fultan of iEgypt; 
and, far from having recovered its antient grandeur fince that 
period, not a twentieth part within the circuit of the old city, 
exclufivc of the hfil* fr now inhabited j even thofe who dwell in 

/ that 
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that arc low, wretched people ; the other parts, particularly 
thofe ?owards the eaft, are full of gardens. 

Aleppo fucceeded as the metropolis, became the feat of a pacha, 
and attradted all the trade, though exceflively ill fituated for that 
purpofe. Had the Europeans been wife enough to fix their refi- 
dence at Antioch, the camels on which their goods arc tranfported, 
would have had but one third of the way, which they make at 
prefent, to travel : fo that vaft fums of money would have been 
annually laved ; all rifques would have been greatly diminilhed ; 
and, by being in the neighbourhood of Alexandretta, which is 
their only port, their bufinefs would have been as it were tranfadled 
under their own eyes ; the feat of commerce would have been 
efiabliflicd wherever they fixed their abode : in which cafe the 
pacha would foon have found it for his intereft to remove his 
ieraglio, from the rocks and barren foil of Aleppo, to the . fertile 
plains of Antioch. Indeed I am far from thinking fuch a tranfla- 
tion now impradlicable ; but, as a Icheme of that nature has no 
bufinefs here, I fiiall drop the fubjedl. 

each end of the city were the fuburbs, as well as on the 
oppofite fide of the river ; thele laft were famous for the monument 
ereded to the memory of the noble Germanicus, who was poifon d 
by Cneius Pifo and his wife Plancina, engaged in that horrid mur- 
der by Tiberius and the monfter Livia. I'he body was burnt on 
the Ijiot where the monument afterwards fiood ; and the alhes, 
according to Tacitus, being put into an urn, were carried, by that 
fingular pattern of conjugal affedion, the beautiful Agrippina, to 
Rome ; where fhc had the fatisfadion to hear that Heaven had 
avenged her wrongs upon Pilb, who either cut his own throat, or 
had that operation performed upon him by the order of Tiberius : 
as for the wife, Ibe firft abandoned her hnfhand to fave her own 
life, notwithftanding the oath Ihe had taken to the contrary, and 
afterwards did violence upon hcrfelf. The author likewife oblerves, 
that a tribunal wasraifedfor Germanicus, at Epidaphne, or Antioch; 
but the barbarous Turks have made fuch havock, that nothing, of 
the tribunal, or monument, is now to be feen. 

After having finilhed my inquiry in this place, and found, every 
thing fall infinitely Ihort of my too fanguine expedation, I departed 
for beleucia, with an intention to vifit fbme other places by the 
way ; but my ftupid guide conduded me by a wrong road ; which, 
however,! did not travel without pleafure and fatisfadion; for we were 

often 
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often near the Orontes, and eroded fcveral beautiful dreams that 
fall into that river, the banks of which were adorned with pretty 
villages and filk gardens, until we arrived at Souldi, which is quite 
dertitute of trees, and has nothing to recommend it but its being 
the new port of Scleucia for fmall boats, though it is at lead three 
miles didant from the fea, and above fix miles from the old port ; 
which mud have been a good and fafe harbour, though I could not 
learn whether or not there was good anchoring in the bay. 1 his 
^ancieat port is formed by two keys, conliding of doncs immenfely 
large, running out a great way into the fea ; one of them is per- 
fedlly intire for above thirty feet, and is forty-five feet in breadth ; 
the bafon may be about eight hundred feet wide ; but how large 
the entrance was, or how far from the land, I could not pretend to 
judge; for, undoubtedly, the greated part is tumbled down. 
From appearances I have reafon to think it mud have been tolerably 
deep, though now it is but (hallow. Were the European merchants 
fettled at Antioch, and the country ruled by governors of com- 
mon fenfe and honedy, it might foon be made a good harbour for 
Ittiall vcdels, and we have no occafion for any other, except in time 
of war. 

The city was called Seleucia Picria, becaufe it was in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Pierian mountains, and in order to didinguifh it 
from others of the fame name ; but I cannot conceive why Pliny 
fhould fay, “ In Promontorio Seleucia libera Picria adpcllata.” 
For, though I (hall not difputc its having been a free city, I will 
venture to affirm, that far from being (ituated on a promontory, 
it is actually in a bay, as you may perceive in the topographical 
chart, N^. 3. where you will alfo fee the litcs of other places I have 
mentioned in this or my former letters ; together with fame which 
I take no notice of, becaufe they contained nothing remarkable. 
This chart, I can afTure you, is more exadl than any other I have 
feen, and not without merit, confidering the expedients one mud 
ufe, in order to afeertain the didances. 

• 

The city, from the remains I could trace, feems to have been 
grand and magnificent; the walls, which are in many places 
didin^Si, have been thick and well-built of very large ^dones, but 
ndT intelligible ruins could I find, though I ranged all the catacombs 
I could reach ; for great numbers arc cut out very high in the faces 
of rocks. I could find neither inlcription nor figure, except that of 
N®. 4. which is a tombdone ; and feems to reprelcnt a gladiator 
•fighting with fword and buckler; or, in lieu of a fword, with 

M m m a 
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a javdin, which was generally ufed in combating with vdid beads : 
the kit i\iin is raifcd as if fupporting his fbield, the left foot advanced 
in order to hivour the attitude, and the right arm as in the adion 
of drawing a flroke, or rather making a pufh ; the two heads may 
allude to the wild beafts he had encountered ; and on each fide are 
ornamental feftoons. 

I have nothing elfe to fay about the once famous Seleucia, but, 
that there is from the city, a fubterranean paffage quite through the^ 
mountain, by which the inhabitants, doubtlefs, gave or received in-* 
tclligence when they were invefted by an enemy. Not a little mor- 
tified at my difappointment, I returned to Antioch ; fro n whence I 
proceeded to Aleppo, without having met with any extraordinary 
incident upon the road. 

Here I was again attacked by my inveterate enemies the fever and 
ague, which reduced me almoft to extremity ; and, for a long time 
foiled the endeavours of my good friend Doctor Ruflel, who, at 
length, however, put them to flight ; and I foon recovered ftrengrh- 
enough to meditate another excurfion, in queft of fuch antiquities 
as had efcaped the blind fury of thofe wretches who are now in 
poflellion of Afia. 

Accordingly, Mr. Conful Pollard, the reverend Mr. Hemming, 
Mr. Chitty, and I, fet out with the ufual travelling- equipage, 
calculated for fuftenance and defence ; and, as Mr Pollard had 
never been at St. Simeon, we .took that route ; fo that I had 
the opportunity of reviewing thefe extraordinary ruins, and being 
certain that the drawings I lent home were exa<3: : I likewile Iketched 
the outward part of the great altar which Evagrius miftakes for a 
portico: his error you will fee by looking at N®. 5 . You have 
likewife, at N®. 6 . a drawing of the portico which I had men- 
tioned on the fouth fide, as fomething handfbme for thofe days : 
for I would, in every particular, if pofliblc, gratify your curiofity. 

From this place we repaired to Shech Baraket, where we had 
occafion to obferve how furprifingly men of taftc and judgment 
may be deceived in the reprefentation of figures committed to the 
memory of a curfory inlpe^ion. In my laft letter, I told you that 
I flayed at St. Simeon to ufe my pencil, while my friends went to 
Shech Baraket to copy inferiptions : at their return 1 Iketched N®. 6 . 
and N®. 7 . (already lent home) from their deferiptions, and they 
approved of the drawings j but, upon reviewing them on this 

laft 
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laftoccafion, wc could fcarce believe our own eyes, fo unlike were the 
Iketches to the real objeds ; and it was thought ucceflliry for me to 
corrcdl the errors in new draughts, vvhich you have at N‘'. ’7. and 
N®. 8. and which, I think, arc cxadlly performed. 9. is a 

reprefentation of the fquare pillars forcncrly mentioned, with points 
upon the architrave where the infeription appears ; but it was at 
fuch a diftance that we could not read it, though fomc of the 
letters were cafily diftinguifhed. We law a good many otlier figures 
upon the faces of the rocks in the valley, but fo demolinicd by 
the gothic fuperflition of the Turks, that I could neither draw them 
nor copy the infeription^ 

In the village Chattura, wc found this infeription over a rc^ 
pofitory within a vault’* - 



Over the entrance is a wreathed architrave between two pil afters 1 
upon their capitals is a bull’s face; and, on each fide, apannel with a 
laurel wreath ; thereof of the vault is formed of two arches; on one 


; fee reprefented a female bull, with a crefeent on the head, thus^^^ ; 


and, on the other, the figure of a man ; but fo totally defaced that I 
did not take the trouble to make a drawing. In another place wc 


read thefe letters, H C B HI U H 


NTIACEI 

and the following line upon a cornice five feet and an half long, 
which is now built in a walk 


lXAnOJ^J<yPMKUKAO(iJCM€aPei^N€NTm/^ 

Here let me tell you, once for all, that, although I copy every 
infeription , exa^y, I do lipt pretend to explain then? ; far Jefs to 
fupply the;deficiencies wMch are many and great : that muft he 
the tail^^ our Icamed^^ds, whofe thanks I hope to receive for 
joying field for theexercife of tbejr talent?, 

Nejft 
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Next day wccrofled this horrid mountain of Shech Baraket, which 
cxhibil;s a face of pointed rocks for fcveral miles together ; though 
a little flirthcr than the middle there is a pretty little village called 
Dartazah ; and when we reached the plains of Danah, I heartily 
congratulated myfelf upon my fafe defeent from the moft rugged 
precipices over which I had ever travelled. 


Near the Roman highway, of which I took notice in one 
of my former letters, is the village of Tullach-Bareen, where we faw 
Ibme ruins not unworthy of oblervation ; yet we found no inferip- 
tion but the following, which we traced upon a ftonc that made 
part of a wall. 


N 


ETT/MArNDe'Pim 
KUTEDY 
[AKYflhNEAlA 
'kaNDc 



^ After dinner we mounted for Chillie, another beautiful village, 
fuAoviided by plantations of olives and vines ; through a wood of 
which we proceeded to Kefteen, which is likewife a very fweet 
place, and derives a grand appearance from a number of large Iquare 
pidgeon houfes which it contains. Here, I am told, the girls have 
made a very agreeable fummer retreat for the French gentlemen of 
Aleppo. The roads continue admirably good for the greateft part 
of the way to Rhia, being cncompalled with olive-woods and vine- 
yards, together with delightful views on each fide, that falute the 
eye through every opening. We did not halt at Rhia, which makes 
a tolerable appearance, but afeended to a fountain of delicious water 
that ilTues from the hill, and fills a pretty fquare bafon ; behind 
which is a place built like an alrnve, for a Turkifh divan, fo large 
as to contain all our tent-beds, the whole being of hewn ftone, and 
overfliadowed by two ftately, thick-lpreading oaks. Her^ we were fo 
well entertained with the charming profped of the extenfive plain 
below, that I could not help giving it the name of Belvidere, and 
thinking it very ill befiowed upon the prefent pofiefibrs. . 

* r 

Huflein Beg MuhalTel, of Aleppo, who happened to be at Rhia, 
coiledling the rents of the country, which are generally paid in 
kind, no fooner heard that Mr. Conful Pollard was of our company, 

tbtti 
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than he fent us a prefent of fruit by the fon of the aga, and ano- 
ther of his dependants ; and to this compliment we made a fuitable 
return. 

Next morning we purfued our journey through the mountains, 
which are extremely rocky and troublefome to pafs ; though, in 
fome fpots, there are delightful vineyards kept in excellent order. 

At Furkia, which has been a large, well-built town, we were very 
well entertained j and had jufl: finilhed our inquiries when it was 
time to return to our refrefhing fountain of Belvedere : and here I 
fliall open a particular feene, which will introduce you to the com- 
pany of feveral gods and goddefles, with whofe characters ypu have 
been long acquainted. 

N?. 10. is the arched (tone over the entrance of a burying- 
place : on the front within, is ii. The repofitory is four feet 
in height, fix feet in length, and the depth in the rock amounts to 
lour feet. On the right fide of this front, arc the figures, which 
you fee at 12. On the left, that exhibited at i'3, \On 
the ground was a ftone almoft buried in rubbifb; whiej^ ^oeing 
cleared away, it reprefented a perfon lying upon his left fide, in 
fenatorial robes : the part of the ftone that exhibited the head, was 
broke off, otherwife the whole would have been extended to about 
fix feet ; fo that we naturally fuppofed this to be the cover of the 
farcophagus which contained the body of the perfon here delineated. 
All the figures were in baftb relievo, though this was more raifed 
than the others, and lefs defaced : a circumftance probably owing to 
the dirt and ftones that covered and concealed it from the notice of 
the Turks. 1 he only infeription was this. 

X I Y y ^ 

Fame, .Mercury, Ceres, and Minerva, we recognize at firft fight; 
but the others are not fo eafily difeovered. The bufts over the 
front, one would be apt to think, are thofe of Apollo and Diana, 
from the radii that furrounded one head, and the cr^jfeent that 
^iftinguifhes the other : and yet I cannot help thinking they were 
intended to reprefent other perfonages. The reverend gentleman 
who fits in the elbow chair, while the deities ftand around him, I 
take, to be a mcer mortal ; his tiara /peaks him to be a prieft, and 
Hke <Jfefccnt feems to declare him high pontiff of the moon ; yet, 

N n n if 
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if wc fuppofe him to have been in that quality, the buft of Apollo, 
in all probability, v^^ould not have been here, as one prieft did not 
i'-rvc at the altars of both deities, although they were brother and 
hfier. May we not then prefume, without arrogance, that the lady 
with the crefccnt is Venus, and the rayed figure that of Adonis ? 
She was adored more than all the other deities in Syria, even in the 
charadcr of the moon; her favourite was confidered as the other 
luminous body ; and from thefe two their votaries fuppofed that all 
their bleflings muft flow. As for Apollo, the Syrians were but little 
acquainted with him ; whereas, after the death of Adonis, they 
believed he was deified ; ereded altars, and offered facrifices to his 
divinity. From the continuation of thefe honours, their devotion 
encreafed to fuch a degree of enthufiafm, that they became firmly 
perfuaded he was equal in power and eminence to any other god ; 
and being the favourite of Venus, nearly the fame rites were paid 
to both. For thefe rcafons, I conjecture, that the bufts reprelent 
Venus and Adonis; and, if this fuppofition be juft, the two heads 
over the entrance fignify the fame perfons : indeed the ornaments 
add weight to this opinion ; for I have never feen the head of Diana 
ado5pi<?d'*V^th flowers, or encircled with myrtle and olive twigs, 
whidi'^are expreflive of love, peace, and pleafure ; whereas, fhe 
was cold, and delighted in the wild, the malculinc diverfions of the 
fields and woods. 

Perhaps you will think my fancy quite extravagant, when I ob-^ 
ferve, that as Fame, in this place, cannot be fuppofed to carry the 
chaplet of rofes to the goddefs who is already crowned, in all pro- 
habiJity, fhe waits the commands of Venus for placing the garland 
on the head of Adonis, whole ftation on the left of the goddels, 
feems to demonftrate, that the decealed paid his moft profound 
devotion to her ; while his placing her on her right, in the other 
figures, denotes the infinite refpeCt fhe jpaid to this favourite. 

It now only remains, that I fhould fay fomething of the figure 
that ftands on the right hand of Minerva; but 1 really cannot dif- 
cover her quality or condition, for I find nothing about her that 
denotes her a goddefs; nor can I conceive the meaning pf that 
which rifes*almoft ereCt frona her left breaft, or rather feems to 
the breaft itfelf ; though of a very uncommon forni. 1 fhall" 
therefore leave this uncertainty to be removed by thofe who are 
intelligent in the myfteries of antiquity^ and proceed to comnsuni- 
cate the inferiptions we found in this pkee. ^ 

On 
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On a broken ftone we trace thefc letters, 

yxeycon^&. 

Over one door we found, 

IXOYC. 

And over another, 

EICBEDnHDNnCETDYCEDK 

AU/aYBK 

A ftone, in the inner front of a catacomb, is thus infcribed. 


eTOYCSAXMHNOCAPT€M ICJ 
oYAKen-rAeceNTOUNtmi 
ONABCA /A: : ;ACA WNYCIOY 
KAIAMAe J ::AB6ArHCefTT0Ae 
MOYrAMeTHAYTOYeYOY 
MWCrONBIONneTAAA 
BONTeCKA 1 TAC6YXAC 
ATTCAU/y.A NTOiCnATPLJlC 




eeoic 


9 APCIYYXHVJAICA 6 ANAT 0 C 


TAYIAeVYANC TWNAeTT 
0 HTOCO ITATPWOCM OYQG 
mmc€moAA\cH€.ee 

QHHeiCWAOHClNTeA N€ 
TABONTHNAYTHNTeXNHN 


On the left fide, we read, 

ZUI^OC^^’^mNYCIC 

And, on the right, were lonsc words which we could not tranferibe* 

> the afchinnye of a gate» i^^in a court, we faw, in one line, 

Before 


V 
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Before we left the neighbourhood of Rhia, we fearched all the 
catacombs, ot which there is a great number, and found nothing 
but tliefe imperfeeft words, 



yCAAXOCUJeNANb.POC 

>\XOY 

T6XN 


rcj^ 



From this place we paffed through olive-groves and fine vine- 
yards, to Oramilgioufe, which is plealantly fituated upon a rifing 
ground ; and from thence we repaired to the catacombs, which are 
a little to the weft ward of the town. Over the entrance of one^ 
arc thw/c words, 

EMXHNinEPiTiar 

AUIAHKATH 


, On the right, 

EnuyesKTax 

El KO CCTOXTB 
TPA KDi:K-.'=TPy 
HTayCHTEAlUI 

BEN 


On the left, 


Etc v : ; : A P: : v.- : : : : -N 

nEL/T. *..• H'.’-'.y 
Kl IC: v; ; vOE : -.v.- UJCA; ; xv;.‘; 
A- ; : •• •• : •• •• ' L- ; B HNf LPX* : ; 

*• *#*»* • ' • • ••AXAN ONC ♦ • • • * * * 

:: :A ; * :0 r nx AAA/ D: : v. v.‘ : t *. : : f : 


^ The village of Ramie we found deferted by the wretched 
inhabitants, who fought by flight to avoid the oppreflion of t^ 
rapacious mifereants who were fcnt by the muhafel to collect tKe 

. rents 
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rents of the grand fignior. A tenth of the produce is generally 
paid, but tliey are plundered of more than half by different 
kinds of extortion: for which reafbn, they arc obliged to hide 
fome part of their grain for fubfiftence through the remaining part 
of the year, and therefore betake themfelvcs to flight in order to 
avoid the punifliment which they would otherwife undergo. The 
truth is, it their mafters arc barbarous and unjuft, they themfelves 
are crafty and deceitful ; but, when their villainy is detedted, they 
‘are chaftifed beyond all bounds. 

About eight or ten miles to the weftward of this village, is a 
fine high hill, rifing like a fugar-loaf, in the .midft of a plain ; 
it is called Gibel Jiyub il Siebeh, or the hill of Job the prophet. 
At the foot of it ftands a little town, where the people believe he 
lived ; and they fuppofe he was buried on the fummit. Thefe 
ftories you muft take as I received them. 

From hence, through a delightful valley, covered with vineyards, 
between rocky mountains, which formed a very agreeable contraft, 
we went to Magara, and pitched our tents in a bottom below ',the 
town, or rather the ruins of the town; which has been very -con- 
fiderable and extenlive. There is one large burying place, cut out 
of a marble rock, the roof of which looks very noble, having the 
appearance of large fquared beams with mouldings, and a pretty 
kind of cornice around ; it has likewife been fupported by large 
columns, which are now broke ; and was, in all probability, 
defigned for other purpofes, for it has feveral apartments with a 
pafTage round, to which there is a communication for water; and, 
what is very remarkable, there is a wide fubterranean pafTage from 
thence to Furkia ; which is at the diftance of feveral miles. There 
is alfo another fepulchre, with a very grand front, in the architec- 
ture of thofe times, but not one letter appears on either. 

The following infeription is over the door of a fabric now in 
ruins, which wasfirft a- Chriftian chapel, and afterwards converted 
into a mofque, as appears t^y a nich, or little alcove, in the wall 
next to.Mecca, which as a dire^pry to the people^ who turn 
thwr faces that way when they ^ to prayers. 

EHMANOYHAirpAlEPjjBNPY 
WH0a^MB0MIJU Not 


O o o 


And 
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LETTER XI. Caffar il Bara. 
And a broken Aone is infcribed, 


A0 £A€NX'+'iCT/ 

As this place afforded no great entertainment for our curiofity, 
we went to Caffar il Bara, the ancient name of which 1 cannot learnt 
though it muft have been fully as large as Aleppo, and greatly, 
fuperior to it in point of magnificence^ as appears by the ruins. 
Here have been feveral churches richly ornamented, particularly one, 
which was very large : great numbers of columns are ftill to be 
feen, together with many pyramidical monuments, fome of which 
are now almoft intire. At N®. 14. you have the drawing of one 
which I made {though part of it was tumbled down) becaufe tlie 
figure and ornaments were uncommon. On one fide of the 
town there has been a confiderable fort, but the hill upon which the 
cafile flood is at the diflance of a little mile. 

Th^ following infeription we found on the upper part of an 
archifr^e^j richly foliaged, cut out in one line; and on the lower 
part%a,nother, which likewife follows. 

uo^Aef^YmmceufKemrHciPHNHemJ^BP0/mc6m 

eYAOrHTaconpijJhiAnoeeco£rHcr7iijK^^ 

+i^noKonpiACANyY(jmeNHTAKe^jAcoi-h 

Over the door of a large houfe are thefe charaders, 

mmmim BMcmmmHmff 
AcmmirAmmicmn <f 

One is, at firft view, apt to be aftonHhed when he finds fuch 
fuperb cities and towns bui|t upon the nfoA ^vage and rockv 
mountains,' while the rich plains all arpund' are deftrtute of buM- 
ings ; but his wonder will ccafe when jhe ^ofider^ that in the 
plains no ftones are to be found ; whereas^^^^ey nlay' be cut out of 
the rocks in any fize that is rcquhed j[J^is method 
necefiary in this country, Where wpod is feSrel^ 
houfes confifted of no more than a ground and fir A floor, pa^cd 

with 
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with very long and broad logs of ftone, which were fupported by 
arches. Another motive for building on mountains, was the difficulty 
of accels to their enemies. Immediately after harveft, the grain 
was brought to thefe cities, whither alfo the villagers fled for pro- 
tection when an enemy appeared. 


Having feen every thing in this place, we repaired to Vadymyr- 
choon, where we found nothing remarkable but a catacomb ciit out 
of a rock, on which appeared the figures of a man and horfe ; the 
lirft from the ancles, and the other from the pafteriis upwards: 
the man s back was turned to the horfe, which he held with his 
left hand j and in his right hand was a topous, which is the weapon 
ufed by Alexander, as reprefented in his battles by Lc Brun: it is 
ftill fo much in requeft in this eaftcrn world, that no man of di* 
ftindion will mount an horfe without having it on one fide of his 
faddle, and a fword on the other. This topous was railed back- 
wards behind his head, as if fetching a ftroke ; and over his tem- 
ples two eagles fupported a laurel wreath. I fhould have enter- 
tained you with a drawing of thefe figures, if they had not been 
very much defaced and poorly executed. 


From hence we returned to our tents at Bara, a village near the 
once glorious city mentioned above: and there we faw in the rock 
a grotto, for I can give it no other name, in which is a fquare room 
twenty feet by fixteen, with a plain cornice quite round j and on 
one fide was an epifcopal figure, with his crofier in his right hand ; 
in the angle on each fide of him, was an angel holding a laurel 
wreath in one. hand, and an olive-branch on the other ; whence X 
fuppofed the good man had belonged to the church militant, that 
his arms againft the infidels were crowned with fuccefs, and that 
he had granted peace after havmg converted them. 


We returned by the way of Rhia, and thence, . through a charm- 
ing plain, to “ vulgarly called, or the antient city 

of Chalcis, which gayc its name to the adjacent country. For the 
conveniency of water, yite pitched our tents near the river Singas, 
now Co^aig^ at that city flood, 

in*the ~,|^^ing for I cannot; call them 

ruins, as hKf Handing ; though we found 

* particularly thofe of 


the,5val^ 


great extent of 
laigc hill adjoin^ 

i die dodl^ wall. From this 
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caftle-Iiill we enjoyed a delightful view of the champain country, 
extending to a prodigious diftance all around ; but not one-fiftieth 
part of it is cultivated. 

Upon a foundation (lone, jetting out from the city- wall, we found 
this infeription in fix lines. 


.::.-;:TUNerCeBUN:’AOnNIOJNrOYIAAH'-r.MA : V*-" '•> 

MOJNAecTrQTor^A- -WYCT: mAmYT(mi(A/NicrtArr(^ • • - •'‘ 

; : t :OrriNOyr.OY€NAOS'7(AmAN6Y^HM(y/ V. : 
-KAICIBAlHMTOrKAIAH'-’AC^^ 

*; ; :€rAA0Pi : ^lAhOyeiP::: : UMHXANlKOYeNllIAHA TS^UJGTQYC 


Some curious traveller had covered this infeription with a pafte 
of fmall feeds, Ibme of which (till remained in the traces of the 
letters, enabling us to read them with the greater facility ; yet the 
talk was not fo ca(y as one would be apt to imagine : for Mr, 
Hemming and I were obliged to lie upon our bellies for a confidcr- 
able time, and fufiered a good deal in the flefh from the dry thiftles 
upon udiicli we Jay. 


In ernr road from hence to Aleppo, we went a confiderable wny 
by a conduit of water, which runs from Burmar, and croITes the 
road in fevcral places for watering the grounds : and if there" was 
now a city where the ancient Chalcis ilood, it might be fupplied 
by this water collected into releivoirs. 


We eroded the Singas at Zey toon, from whence, as far as Canta- 
man, and even farther, (lands a row of corn-mills upon the banks 
of the river, from which they arc fupplied with water in leaders. 
Scarce a bufh is to be leen on the fide of this river, except in the 
neighbourhood of Cantaman, which is a village that m^hes a good 
appearance, being built upon an ea(y afeent, and furnifhed with a 
large khane for the conveniency of (Irangers^ which adds greatly 
to its beauty. 

Not far from this place ^ a romantic rpek; ifi' Whicji (bme 
grottos aretcut out ; in one of theie we dined : are likewi^ 

hanging terraces cut one abdve another. This pleaf^t ^pt has» 
from the gentlemen of Aleppo, obotined a filly, ' ^ 
which I do not choole to repeat or rcmem|ik j but- it dfiei^ed.my 
ear (b much, that I begged they i|- 

Windfor Terras. * 
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In the afternoon we proceeded, and in good time arrived at 
Aleppo, after a very agreeable jaunt ; during which however my 
indignation was often kindled againft the ruffians who had de- 
ftroyed fo many noble ftru£tures of antiquity. 


In the library of the right worffiipful the Levant company, there 
is a Aone which, till now, had eicaped my obfervation : it is rc- 
•prelented at N®. 15 ; and the figures are fbexpreffive that it needs 
no explanation. The pricked lines fliew the part on which is ex- 
hibited the following infeription. 

KYM$JAIOY0AAAMOIOAinillWSnENeEAKOSMON 

KMIVNEmOJKTPSmAKFrOEm-^ 

KEmMESlAYXMHPOYSKAIAAAMIIEASAIAOIlEYNAS 

ElKOXITESSAPEXiAiNKASSIOAJlPOSETH 

AnpoiAHSNOYEOSMESYNHpn ASRi^oYNoaiT;: : : : : : 

NHlIIAXONKOYPHNAmdlYnHEAION 


In a wall of the Areet which leads to Antioch, about two feet 
from the ground, is another Aone, upon which there is nothing 
legible but the word V A L E N S ; and therefore I Aiould not 
mention it were it not fuppofed to be endued with great virtue : 
juA before it lies a large, long, iquare Aone ; and when the back 
of any poor woman with child begins to ake, thither ffic repairs, 
fits down upon it, and leans the part afifeded upon the other until 
Aie finds relief ; nay, if any idle young fellow has injured his 
back by too violent exercife of a particular nature, he has recourie 
to the fame Aone, from which he derives freffi health and vigour. 
The credulity and pradice I can vouch for fads, but as to the ef- 
ficacious eAe£^, I leave you to the exercife of your own reafon. 


Anoth^ curtofi^which^.| opght not to forget is an Arabic in- 
feription qn.tl|e, to the^ptophet Zachariah, which had been 
long fixed ffi a "^yi pf Cthe^ g^^ in this city, whither it 

was faid to have been" Isto^ght f^^ the caAle, about eight hundred 
and employed one Turk to 

tr^ewb^ SSd 4 grand vi- 
zier, agOi was admo- 

*8 tomb, being hid iii Ibme ob-. 
and renipved to another (pot, 
^ tfe, bbjed of devotion. 
,to.4W^ ror tta pfpofe, 
^ found, upod the removit of an 
P p p ^ old 


4e^lP 
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old wall* which had been built up before it. This difcovery being 
made, the bafha, cadi, and chiefs of the city went in grand pro- 
ceflion, and with many religious ceremonies removed the tomb, 
which they fixed in a confpicuous part of the mofque, and ereded 
a fumptuous cenotaph, thus infcribed : “ The tomb of that ho- 

« nourable perfon, the prophet of God, Zachariah (the peace of 
“ God be upon him) was repaired, after its concealment, by com- 
“ mand of the grand vizier, in the days of our lord the Yi<^orious • 
“ fultan Achmet Chan, fon of Mahomed Chan (God prolong his' 
“ reign) in the year 1120 of the hedgirah,** 

According to the tradition that prevails among the Turks, the 
caftle of Aleppo was built in the time of Abraham, whofe native 
country, Mefopotainia, was within a few days journey of this place, 
at which relidcd Kecharlah, a prophet of great fame : that the 
prince of the country, being defirous of marrying a beautiful young 
woman, who had captivated his affedions by dancing in a wanton 
manner, while his firft wife was ftill alive 5 Zachariah oppofed his 
dcfign, from a purity of foul and love of religipn, fefufing the 
inoff liberal proffers, with which the prince endeavoured to pur- 
chafe his affent. Finding his virtue incorruptible, the tyrant re- 
folved to gratify his own defires in fpite of all the pious remon- 
ftrances of the prophet, whofe head he ordered to be firuck ofi^ 
and put into a ftone urn, two feet fquare, upon the top of which 
was an infeription, though I know not in what language, import- 
ing, “ This urn inclofes the head of that great prophet, Zachariah.” 
It remained in the cafile till about eight hundred years ago, when 
it was removed into an old chriftian church in th? cityj afterwards 
turned into a mofque, which decaying, another was built very 
near it, and the place where the head was depofited had been choak- 
cd up by a wall. By tradition the fanae of this venerable man was 
handed down to the days of vizier Churly, who, being very zea- 
lous in point of religion, was favoured with the in confe- 

quence of which it was difoovered : bvit dxe truth i^ . thd tradition 
having reached hi^ears, he feigned the vifiofl, in ord^ to obtain a 
name of fanc^ityi ' The urn t^s opened and fitted and 

perfumes, to the value of four hundred pounds. 

While I remained at Aleppo I had the pleafe^. qf Mr. 
Munro of Culcairn, who came from Indfe; : I made ^ 
accompany him to Scanderod% where heSfebar^ 
but 1 was (b difebled by my old difeafe, n^thte he 
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reft of my friends . at Aleppo would permit me to attempt the 
journey. 

Mr. Munro and fome other gentlemen from India, coming through 
the Dcfart of Arabia, pafled by the ruins of Teybch, or Tieva, as 
named by the Romans ; and fuch was their curioflty to fee the 
place, miilaking it for Palmyra, which is but a little way diftaiit 
t)-om it, that they made an cxcurfion from the caravan, not with- 
out expofing themfelves to danger from the wild Arabs. Tlicrc 
they found the ftone reprefented at N®. 16, with the following 
inlcription, as beautiful and diftin^ as if it had been cut the other 
day. I have confulted feveral rabbies about the two laft lines, but 
no perfon can tell me to what language the charaders belong. 
Mr. Munro, with the confent of his fellow-travellers, made me a 
prefent of this valuable ftone ; and laft Auguft I had the honour 
to fend a drawing of it to his grace the Duke of Argyle. I then 
fuppoled the laft lines to be the ancient Syriac, but I have been 
undeceived by comparing them with an alphabet of that language, 
as well as many others, to which they bear no refemblance : pof- 
fibly the charaders may be Phaenician ; but, as I fliall take tlie 
liberty to fend the ftone to his grace, by the Thames, which brings 
this weighty packet, he will no doubt find means to explain the 
myftery. 

Sellar, in his Hiftory of Palmyra, exhibits the Greek part of 
the infcription, without the two laft lines, in this manner (which 
has no refemblance to the real figure of the letters.) 

iJl mnCra KepAxNIui rmpCw- 
ryflACrpAALpIANOrCeR .... rOr 
vtvlBhAr AdANrsA OCAs Iau NOC 

THCASRAnQAS QCth UkAh Ar>AIf 
M kOaOu Afrw JVka 

fferOy CbmyjuhHOC 

Hia • 

T0vi ^niihgtoti pto 6 Iutc Trajam tfcdnani domini 

^ M A|^ iedifi^avit, et 

cr V - « l^iftcr- 
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“ Icctifternium propriis fiimptibus pofuit. Anno 445 menfc Au* 

‘‘ guftoj h. e. Chrifti 133 Hadriani 17,” 

This author writes in the year 1696, and fays, the flone was 
in the wall of a mofquc, which had probably been an old temple 
of Jupiter Fulgurans, Bronton, Tonans, &c. This is a very pro- 
bable conjecture ; and lince that time the mofque has luckily tum- 
bled down, by which means I have got pofleffion of the ftone, , 

Seller juftly obferves, that a camara was frequent in temples, 
tombs, baths, ftadia, and paleftrae ; that fome fuppofe the camara 
to be the cupola, and others place it above the cupola. This laft 
fuppofition I do not rightly comprehend : camara I take to be an 
arch or vault, and of theie I do not remember to have feen one 
placed above a cupola, which fometimes has a little lanthorn at 
top, by which the place below is lighted. This contrivance is 
fo common in Mahometan countries, that I will venture to fay, 
there is a greater number of fuch cupolas in Syria than in all the 
countries of Chriftendom; yet furely this cannot bear the name of 
camara. True it is, the Tholus, where the votaries hung up their 
offerings, was in the centrical point, as well as the lanthorn ; but, 
granting their old fabrics had fuch lanthorns, it does not follow 
that thefe muft have been the camarae : the expreflions “ camaram 
“ aedificavit,’* and “ leClifternium propriis fumptibus pofuit,*’ feem 
to imply a diftinCtion which is not eafily explained : Agathangelus 
could not build a camara without walls or pillars to fupport it : the 
lediflernium is no other than a bed or couch, which is always, I 
believe, fuppofed to be placed within a building ; therefore the in- 
feription feems to declare, that at his own charge he built a place 
where he prepared a bed for Jupiter, and roofed it with a camara. 

The hint of thefe ledifternia for the Gods, and thole on which 
the men fat or lolled, in temples, was, in all probability, taken 
from the fophas or divans of the Aliatics, which were, contrived 
for the indulgence of indolence: fuch builjjings as are here men- 
tioned they ftill have in great numbers ; indeed - th^y - are raifed as 
cenotaphs of the dead : yet to thefe they often rep^r, to pay their 
devotions of different kinds, to heaven, their prophet,, faint, 
deceafed friends. 

I have dwelt fo. long on this fubjedt that. I .cannot, in conlbience, 
give you any farther trouble at prefent; and truly I have nothing* 
further to fay ; for, though I took a new road from Aleppo to 

An- 
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P. ntioch, in hope of feeing fomething entertaining, I was akogcthcr 
difappointed in my expedation ; yet this difappointment may have 
exempted you from an additional mortification, at the inhpid nar- 
rative, and (hallow remarks, of. 

Dear Brother, 


Alexandretta, 
Dec. 27. 1748. 


Your ever fiithful. See. 


Q.<14 


L E 
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D E A R S I R, 

I N my letter of September ii, 1746, I took the liberty to 
differ from fome authors who are very much, and very juftly 
efteemed; and, at the fame time, gave my reafons for what 
might have been otherwife ftiled prefumption. I have now an 
opportunity, and, indeed, think myfelf indifpenfibly obliged to 
trouble you with remarks of the fame nature; not that my intention 
is to depreciate the charaders of other men, but merely to vindicate 
my own veracity in the account I have given you of Ibme things . 
which are very differently deferibed by a late author of fbme emi- 
nence ; I mean Dodlor Pocock ; whofe work, though it has not 
yet reached our Syrian world, a learned and valuable friend of mine 
has had occafion to perufe : but, if my own judgment was alto- 
gether out of the queftion, I could not help attempting to defend 
that of my travelling companions, who examined all my notes, and 
approved of my obfervations touching the objefts which they ex- 
amined on the fpot. 

What I call Giphar il Bara, the Dodlor calls Kuph, and his Elbar- 
row is my Bara ; but why fhould he call the former a village, after 
the magnificent account he gives of it ? I do not find that villages, 
in thofe days, were either fo extenfive, or adorned with fuch noble 
buildings : befides, there is a flrong caflle at one end of this place, 
and at another part, has been a large citadel built upon an hill. 
From thefe circumflances I fhould think it mufl either have been a 
city, or at lead fomething better than a village. I fhall fay nothing 
of the conjedlures about its antient name, until I can be better 
informed than I am at prefent ; and, until 1 have found outcApainia 
on the Orontes, I cannot fay whether the place called Marah,''»<2i;^ 
this, be the Marato Cupreni of Ammianus Marcellinus. That 
which is neared the river I fhould fuppofb to be the place, becaufe 
he fays, “ Prope Apamiam but then, as he gives the inhabitants 
the title of “ Graffetores accerrimi,*- I cannot eafily believe fudi 
ruffians would raife and inhabit palaces that denote a poHtenefs of 
tade, whicK is feldom found unattended by an elegance of manners 

and 
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and a reverence for the gods : fo that if fuch robbers ever lived in iiiis 
fpot, I prefume it mufthave been before this fuperb city was built: in 
which city are thecaftleand well which the Dodor affirms to be at 
Elbarrow. His Firkay is, in reality, Furkia ; and his account of 
this place I do not underftand. Surely by the grotto to which he 
could not find an entrance, he cannot mean that vvliich I h:i\'c fo 
.particularly deferibed ; both in making a draught of the fculpturc, 
and in tranicribing the infeription, which mull: be owned to be 
both barbarous and unintelligible : but, with fubmiflion to his fupcrlor 
judgment, this place claimed his attention more than any which he 
feems to have obferved. So great an antiquary might have explained 
thofe figures which I mentioned with fuch uncertainty of conjecture, 
particularly the lady with the protuberant breaft, from which 1 
hoped he would have extracted fome milk to entertain our curiofity. 
If he means that catacomb, fome characters were legible, though 
others were not ; but, perhaps, he has been in Ibme other place 
which we did not vifit; for, in thefe countries, there is no Cicerone 
or condu(^tor to point out particulars worthy of obfervation ; and 
t\vo perfbns travelling at different times, will hardly light upon the 
fame pieces of antiquity, where every thing lies in ruins amidft the 
mod deplorable devaftation. 

I have heard of a certain learned gentleman, who travelled through 
part of Afia in the night, in order to avoid the heat of the day, which 
might have been prejudicial to his health and complexion *, yet he 
accurately deferibed the countries through which he paffed in thclc 
nodurnal expeditions, and obferved many things which did not occur 
to my view, even in places which 1 had often vifited and narrowly 
examined by day-light. This, however, could not always have been 
the cafe with DoClor Pocock, if he went to Corns and palled the 
bridge of Sabone without feeing where it falls into the Fphreen ; 
charity bids me fuppofe he was not there: yet I mull take the 
liberty to lay he is mifiaken in the geographical pofition of Chillis, 
for it is at a great diflance from Mount Taurus: he certainly meant 
Ainanus ; as the other does not approach any part of the route he 
mentions except Antaib, which had thence the name of Antiochia^ 
penes Taurum. 

I need % nothing concerning the fource of the river of Aleppo, 
having alr^dy been explicite on that fubjed in my letter of October, 

" ^747 > to which I miilt likewife refer you for the accounts of Nifieb, 
Jmboltts, and Bumboucb, particularly with regard to the baffo 
relievo on the fide of the well in this lafi place: I tnen differed in 

opinion 
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opinion from an author who takes the name of Mr. Maundrcl, and 
gives the appellation of Syrens to the two-winged figures I have 
ilefcribed; and I will now venture to fay, the Dodlor’s hypothefis 
on that fuhjet^l:, is flill more void of probability : for who ever 
lieard of Zcphyrtis with a fifh’s tail ? and who told him that 
\"enus was thus conveyed to land ? Zephyrs once attended her to 
Cyprus, but I do not know tliat ever they were her lupporters. ” 
\oii may remember my opinion was, that thefc figures reprefented 
two attendants belonging to the marine, or fome river god, bearing 
oft' a nymph to his divinity. I had Galatea in my thoughts, but 
as my remembrance of the particulars was but faint, I would not 
venture to mention her name : however, upon reviling my little 
colleclion of drawings, I find, upon a vafe in the gardens of Ver- 
faillcs, by Girard on, a triumph of Galatea, in which fhe is fup- 
ported almoft in the fame manner by two Tritons, with this difFer- 
cnce, that fhe holds the veil in her own hand, and fits upon a 

As one accurate author calls a regular theatre at Bumbouch, a 
deep pit of one hundred yards diameter, fb the Dodor affirms it is 
a dry triangular bafon for the facred fifties. As for the bearings 
and diftances, they are very different from thofe I have given* 
which anfwered in every part, almoft as exadtly as if I had furveyed 
a field with the graphometer. 

The inclofure at Shech Baraket, eighty paces fquare, which, fn 
his opinion, feems to be of great antiquity, I never law 5 and 
therefore fhall fay nothing of the figures which it may contain. 

• 

I have fent you a drawing of his beautiful fabric at Danah* 
which is a fquare canopy of ftone with its intablature j and the 
four pillars which he calls ionic, you will fee arc not of that order, 
but two are of one kind and two of another: a taifte “coinmon 
among the gothic architeefts. 

I have feveral times pafted Ponte-Ferro> or the Iron-Btidjgc^ 
which I twice made my night ftage, yeti never faw the towers b]h 
which he fays it is defended, unlefs two gates may pals under that 
denomination ; nor did I obferve the foundations of old walls, 
which he takes to be the remains of Andges^iat jbdbed^^ l do not 
know where that city was fituated ; fome authors^ lay ft Mwh 
Antioch, while others alledge, that Antioch; at firft, bore the name 
of Antigonia and really this feems to be the moft probable con- 

jedure ; 
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je<fture : for it would have been ridiculous to raze the one town 
in order to build the other, when both lituations were beautiful, 
and upon the fame river. Thole who make them different places, 
fay that Antioch was built with the materials of Antigonia: now the 
Iron-Bridge, being at a good diftancefrom Antioch, it would have 
been equally troublefome and imprudent to tranfport every thing 
from thence when they had plenty, of materials at hand. 

But nothing furprifes me lb much, as to find the dodlor fiying, 
that Byals is generallly agreed to be Ifliis ; whereas, he is the firft 
I ever knew profefs that opinion. Though I have already faid a 
great deal about Byals in my laft letter, I muff now give you 
farther trouble on the fame fubje<ff, and endeavour to ffiew that 
we cannot fuppofe it to be IlTus, without deffroying all authority 
but that of the dodor. 

Darius having trifled away his time, lb as to lole the opportunity 
of engaging Alexander at the Cilician pafs of Mount Taurus, the 
latter marched by Tarfus, through which the river Cydnus flows, 
to Anchiala, thence to Solae and Magarfus, crofled the river Pyra- 
mus to Mallos, then proceeded to Caffabala, where he made no 
ftay, but advanced by IflTus (of which Parmenio took poflellion) 
to Myriandrus, in the neighbourhood of which he encamped. 
Darius, in the mean time, went from Sochus, caff of Myriandrus, 
through the pals of Amanus, which, according to Rollin, lies far 
above the pafles of Syria, lb that there muff be more than one ; 
and this of Amanus was where the mountain almoff joins Taurus 
not far from Aintab, by which he would naturally come as he 
crofled the Euphrates from Mefbpotamia ; and thence he bent his 
way towards Iflus. Alexander being made acquainted with thefe 
motions, inarched back in queff of the enemy, whom he found 
near the city of IflTus, in a plain watered by the river Pinarius : 
There the battle was fought, and after he had obtained the cele- 
brated viftory, which took its name from this place, he fet out for 
Syria. ,Had he been in Byafs, he could not have fet out for Syria, 
beliaule he muff have been already in it; for, according fo De Lille 
and others, all the mountain Amanus is in Syria, and the Ikirt 
of a lea*lliore would not, probably, be left out. At the fame 
, time Darius fl^d to Sochus, at the diff^nce of two or three days 
jqurney from the place where he had been defeated: this Rollin 
plabes about fix hours froni the prefent fituation of Byafs, and is 
the exaft place where his Myriandrus Hands. I Ihohld therefore 

R r r think, 



246 LETTER XIl. 

think, that the authority of Mr. Rollin, and the beft authors, 
is fufficient to prove the dodlor s hypothefis ill grounded. 

I would afk him, what he means by a mountain- torrent, which 
he defcribes as the boundaries of Cilicia and Syria ? Arc the limits 
of two countries to be afccrtained by a torrent, which only dcfcends 
from an hill for three or four months in the year ? For the country 
produces no torrents in fpring, fummer, or autumn. He lays the 
famous pafs into Alia Minor, is weft of Byafs ; which he certainly 
miftakes for fome place half a degree ‘more to the northward : were 
that the cafe, he might have fomc realbn for lb faying ; at prelent 
the fea only is weft ; had he laid north-weft, he would have been 
near the truth. I do not remember that Parmenio was fent to 
guard the Syrian gates, upon the news of Darius’s approach ; he had, 
indeed, taken IlTus, after they had gained the Cilician pafs; the 
battle was no fooner over than he was fent dircdlly to Damafeus, 
to feize the treafures of Darius ; and furely he muft have been mad 
if he took an eafterly inftead of a Ibutherly courfe : but, even 
fuppoling this pafs, through which Darius came, near Byafs, to 
have the name of Pylae Syriae, we no where find it was occupied 
by Parmenio, or, that when he made the attempt to feize it, he 
was repulfed by Darius : on the contrary, we are told that prince 
palTed through it unmolefted, while Alexander was lb ignorant of 
his motions, that he had actually got to the fouthward of him, 
and returned to fight him, after he heard of his entering Cilicia, 
or what is lb called by the beft geographers. I have already told 
you, from an indifputable author, that there were more pafles or 
gates than one. The pafs here mentioned, by which Darius 
entered Cilicia, is the way from, or into Mefbpotamia ; whereas, 
that which is properly lb called, the Mbdern Bylan, is the way to, 
or from Antioch ; but even this circumftance is little to the puipole. 
The gate of a country is not like the gate of an houle j I mean, it 
is not the utmoft limit of the land, as the other is of the building ; 
but rather, a difficult paft to be furmonnted before we can 
penetrate into the moft valuable part of the country : fo {hat the 
two lands in queftion, might have joined an hundred miles to 
northward of either of the places I have mentioned. 

After what is faid, I need not endeavour to dhprovU his after* , 
tion, that the plain to the fouthward of Byafs, was the field qsr 
which Alexander vanquilhed Darius : you may, for the prel^nt, 

confult 
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confult the chart of Monfieur Rollin, who, I believe, was as well 
founded in his geography as the dodtor ; but, I hope, in a little time, 
to give you one from my own furvey. What he calls the ruins of 
Nicopolis, and a round tower, I am forry to fay, are no othci 
than the ruins of a mill and its leader. 

• Though Pinarius was, by fome, confidered as the boundary 
betwixt the two countries, yet the rivulet he mentions, according 
to any geographical chart I have feen, muft be at the diftance of 
full thirty miles from that river, and never had the honour to appear 
in any map, unlefs the dodor has been pleafed to diftinguilh it in 
that manner. 

Though you /hould tax me with want of manners and modera- 
tion, I cannot, for my foul, help faying, that nothing can be more 
ridiculous than his calling what is vulgarly termed Jonas’s pillars, a 
very curious piece of antiquity. In my letter of March 4, 174^, 
I have not only deferibed, but given you a drawing of them, lb 
that you may judge for yourfelf, and determine whether or not his 
encomiums are juft. How can they be fuppofed to be any part of 
the triumphal arch ? Where did he find the ornamental pilafters ? 
For my own part, I could fee nothing but a plain fillet, or what, in 
Italy, is called a liftclla. What reafon have we then to fuppofe it 
was built when the art of architecture flourilhed ? Befides, there 
has been no fuch thing as a wood in that place, in the memory of 
man. What he names Jofeph’s fountain, is Jacob’s well, which 1 
have mentioned in the above letter, where you will likewife find a 
drawing of the oiftagon caftle ; but how he has difeovered the 
baftions to be towers, the Maraalukes to be the builders, or that 
they were the bell military ajchiteCls, he himfelf muft explain; 
few thefe matters tranfeend the pitch of my erudition. What anci- 
ents he has cpnfulted touching the diftance between Alexandria and 
IlTus, I do not pretend to know ; but itty laft letter fufficiently 
anfwers all he lays about this neigbbourhoodi and ferves to prove 

that the learned doClor is not altogether infallible. 

» * 

Let us now examine his plaps of Ibme other places. At Seleucia, 

I think, I told you I fcarched all the fepukhral grots, as he calls 
them, which I could reach ; but found none of the grandeur he 
fpcaks of, nor did I fee one infeription: I Ihould have been ex- 
^tJQnely well pleafed to fee the fculpturc of tlic woman and child 5 
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hut I hope he has obliged the world with drawings of them, as 
well as with the epitaphs he has read. Though he may be a good 
iurv^eyor in fome particular cafes, certain it is, he has given a 
draught of this city and harbour, which 1 can by no means under- 
hand : but he has found out a number of places and things which 
T could not difeover; and his bafon and peers are as like the original 
which they were dehgned to reprefent, as they are to the harbour* 
and mole of Genoa. 

The gate of Antioch, which he terms Bablous, as a corruption 
of Babylon, becaufe it leads to that city, is, in reality, called Bab- 
bolits, or the gate of St. Paul ; and with regard to the walk upon 
the top of the walls, which, he lays, goes quite round the whole, 
I affirm, that there is not fuch a walk upon three fourths of the cir- 
cumference ; for, as I formerly told you, I went quite round, and 
a very fatiguing circuit it was : indeed, it is impoffible there fliould 
have been fuch a walk ; becaufc, in fcveral places, the walls are 
not of fufficient thicknefs to admit of it ; and the rocks arc fo nearly 
perpendicular, that I can fcarcc conceive how fuch walls were built 
upon them. 

As I have fent you a drawing of the triumphal arch at Latachia, 
you may compare it with his defeription, and judge with your own 
eyes. I will be bold enough to affirm, that the boundaries of the 
ancient Citium are not traceable, notwithftanding the plan he has 
given ; the fea-ffiorc has not any part of the figure which he lays 
down ; nor could I fee the Icaft appearance of the canal, or bafon 
for Ihipping, which he reprefents in his draught, unlels he adopted 
this fond conceit from a little lake which is near the fpot upon 
which a fmall fort is laid to have formerly flood. This is dry in 
fummer, and never could have naturally communicated with the fea, 
bccaiife it is not fo high as the ground towards the Ihore. Indeed, 
I have projeded an artificial work of this kind, to remove thi noxious 
fleams that rife from the lake, and yield a fafe harbour for the boats 
during the winter. 

It may be thought impertinent and indifcrcet in me to cenlure a 
man whole knowledge far furpafles my own : but charity begins at 
home ; and I would rather wilh, that any man Ihould be miflaken, 
than myfelf convidledof an error. If any gentleman Ihould differ 
from me, either in opinion, or in Rating matters of fad, furely^^l 
• ought 
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ought to fupport wliat I have advanced, as flir as truth and reafbn 
will grant me their afliftance. That many weak and trifling re- 
marks may be found in the courfe of my letters, I will readily 
acknowledge ; but I am not confcious to myfelf of having once 
erred in point of veracity : for all my notes have been examined 
by my fellow-travellers, and nothing has been inferred without their 
approbation. 

Another tour, fomewhat extraordinary, is proje£led for the 
ciifuing feafon ; which, if I furvive, you may expe6l to hear 
fomething more concerning the antiquities of this country, from 

Dtareft Brother, 


Your moft afledionate, 

MsicliiJ, 1749. 


S 1 i 


LETTER 



Chitty. 


250 


LETTER XIII. 


Dear Sir, 

H aving, in April laft, taken a trip to Cyprus, in order to 
congratulate my worthy friend Mr. Conful Wakeman and 
his lady, upon their marriage, I found him pretty much involved 
in bufinefs ; which, in fome meafure, deprived me of the pleafure 
1 expeded to enjoy in his converfation. While he was engaged in 
this manner, 1 could not refill the inclination I felt to make myfelf 
hotter acquainted with the geography of the country ; efpecially 
as this inclination coincided with the wifhes you were pleafed to 
exprefs in one of your letters, which I received a conliderable time 
ago. Accordingly, I refblved to make the circuit of the ifland, and 
Ihould have had the happinefs of Mr. Boddington’s company, had 
not he been prevented from taking the tour by an impertinent fever; 
in conlequence of which, I was fain to depart, without any other 
company than that of a janilary, two fervants, and a guide, after 
having provided fuch (lores as arc abfblutely ncccflary to one who 
travels in Turkey. 

I 

Though this jaunt did not produce the fatisfadion I hoped to 
have reaped from it, as one can fcarce believe, that a country, 
once fo abounding, fhould now be lb barren of antiquities : never- 
thclefs, you may be pleafed with knowing the certainty of its 
prefent lituation, and for that reaibn, I lhall proceed with a detail 
of my cxcurlion. 

My firfl flage was to Chitty, a village which took thd name of 
Kijt«, from its being in the neighbourhood of the point of land 
formerly called, Dades Promontorium ; but, in latter times, 
diftinguifli^d by the appellation of Citium Promontorium, 
Chitty Point, becaufe it formed the bay of Citium, and preferved^ 
the (hipping from the (everity of the wcAerly winds. But to fay, 
that this place derives its name from the antient city of Citium, as 
fome people affirm, from the (ble confideration of the affinity/ 
of founds, is altogether abfurd ; as there is not one reafbn to 
port, but many to difprove the fuppofition : for example, this place 
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is near Dades Proinontorium, whereas Citium was not, neither did 
that city ftand upon the banks of the river Tatius, which waters 
this Village of Chitty, and over which there has been a well 
built bridge of four arches. Here is no anchorage for the fmallcn: 
bark, but there was a fafe bay for a numerous fleet near Citium, 
the fea-port of which was called now Salines, from tlic 

neighbouring falt-works. About this village, not the leafl: veflige 
of antiquity or grandeur is to be found ; at Larnica, arc undeniable 
proofs of its having been the antient Citium ; fome of thefe I have 
already mentioned, and one or two more I found when I was 
laft in that place. Near to the ibuth ruins of the walls, a fubter- 
ranean vault has been lately difeovered ; it is nineteen feet in 
length, above nine feet broad, the walls are near three feet thick ; 
two.ftones form the roof, which is furrounded with a bold, plain, well 
wrought cornice. It has two pafTages at prefent open, and I call it 
fubterranean, becaule it plainly appears to have been built into the 
earth with ftones and lime, the walls on the outfide being rayled ; 
which could not have been the calc, had it been accidentally 
covered in the general ruin. For what purpofc this vault was in- 
tended, I fliall not take upon me to determine : if as a catacomb, 
one would exped to fee fome places for rcpofltorics to the dead ; 
and if it had been meant as a facellum, or chapel, there would, 
in all probability, have been fome place for the ftatuc of the god 
whofe rites were here performed ; in either cafe, niches for lamps 
would have been nccelTary ; yet none of thefe circumftances appear ; 
and it could be fupplied with no other light than that of portable 
lamps or candles. 

The other piece of antiquity, is laid acrofs what feems to have 
been a foflee round the city wall ; it is compofed of two ftones, 
the upper being thirteen feet long, near eleven feet broad, and 
above fix feet thick ; the lower 1 could not meafure ; but they arc 
cut and, joined fo as that one has a bed at right angles within the 
other ; and a gateway four feet and three quarters broad, and one 
foot and an half thick, is cut in the middle, as if the gate had 
beenii let down from above, like a portcullis, or the iron gates of a 
^garrifbn. The ufe of this contrivance foils my conjecture, unlels , 
it has been a fluice to retain the water in the foflee. 

For the honour of Bekier Baftia, I muft communicate an inftance 
, of the old gentleman’s public fpirit. While he was baftia of this 
iftand, in the year 1 747, he formed the noble defign of bringing 
water from the river at Arpera, and occafional fprings on the road 

^ about 
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about fix miles from hence, to fiipply the people in Larnica, Salines, 
and the (hipping. A work worthy of a great and good man, which 
might have coft him above fifty thoufand piaftres, or fix thoufand 
two hundred and fifty pounds. Accordingly he fet dow’n fiimpts, or 
pits, and carried drifts from one to another, to lead the w ater through 
the high grounds, and conveyed it in aquaiduds over the hollows: 
the firft of which, from Arpera, is an arcade of fifty arches;, 
two of thefe are ,fmall, the others nine feet wide, the higheft 
twelve feet in height, while the others diminifh as the ground rifts : 
the pillars, or peers of the arches, are eight feet broad and three 
feet thick ; and here he has planted fint; filk-gardens, with a vine- 
yard, and built a mill, in which grain is ground by the fall of 
water. The (econd arcade has twelve arches, each being twelve 
feet wide, the pillars being five feet broad, and three feet thick, 
and the higheft about eighteen feet in heighth. The third arcade, 
which is near Larnica, confifts of thirty-one arches, four feet and 
an half wide, the height of the highefl: being about fixteen feet, 
each pillar is four feet thick and twelve feet broad. 

Here the work flood when he was removed from his baflialeck, 
and though he left a confiderable fum of money in the hands of 
Chriftofacco, drugoman.of the feraglio, who was murdered when 
I was lafl in Cyprus, the villain did not carry on the work as it 
ought to have been executed, and the bafha his fucccflbr in office, 
who knew nothing but the fordid paffions of a ravenous Turk, 
gave himfelf no trouble about the matter. So that the wffiole was 
at a (land until la/l July, when he lent a perfon to fet it a-going, 
and by this time, I hope it is compleated. 

From Chitty, which is beautified with a number of filk-gardens, 
to Maroni, the roads are very pleafant^ the view being bounded on 
one fide by the hills, and on the other by the fea, and regaled with 
a great variety of trees, though the greateft part of thofe upon the 
plain are carubee, or what we caU locuft-trecs : thefe, together 
with olives, adorn an extenfive plain, that the eye commands 
from the village of Maroni, which is delightfully fituated upon a 
rifing ground.' 

We often meet with the channels of rivers which are not men- 
tioned by the antient geography's, with a nutnber of rivulets and 
brooks that flow plentifully during the rainy feafon; but, as I per-^ 
formed my tour of nine and twenty days, in the months of May 
and June, thofe 'in the plains were generally quite dry ; and the 
' reft, 
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reft, among the hilis, had little water, having been almoft exhaufted 
for the ufe of the gardens that are near their courfes. This, to 
be fiire, is the beft way of difpofing them, though they might be 
ufed to much better purpofe, if the wretched people had any 
encouragement to be induftrious. 

Some few miles on this fide of Amathus, the country is open 
and deftitute of trees ; and to the northward of it, arc the Montes 
Orini, famous for the wine they produce, which are reckoned the 
beft that grow upon the ifland. From their two high pointed tops, 
which are very diftindt and nearly equal, I fliould rather choofe to 
diftinguifb them by the name of Mamilk Montis Olympi, than 
Monte Croce, were not they almoft as high as Mount Olympus, 
and too much to the weft ward. 

I difmounted at Amathus, and revifited the ruins, together 
with thofe of what is called old Limefol by the moderns ; ami I 
aflure you thefe are the lame, though lome make them diftin<ft 
places. I wifli their foolifti prince, Ifaac Comnenus, had been 
wifer ; or Richard the firft of England, more cool in his refent- 
ment ; for to the one and the other, we owe the utter deftrudioii 
of Amathus : though, after that period, fomc mean houfes re- 
mained, for it was inhabited until of late. I could find nothing 
upon this my fecond examination, in which I was fo eager and 
diligent, that I ftiould certainly have found the temple of Venus 
or Adonis, had the fmalleft veftiges of any fuch fabric remained. 
All, therefore, that I can fay upon this fubjed:, is, that St. John 
the* almoner, fon of Epiphanius, governor of Cyprus, firft faw 
the light in this place : in the beginning of the feventh century, 
he was made patriarch of .ffigypt ; but he had fuch attachment to 
his native fpot, that he chofe to die in Amathus ; and fo grateful 
were the dead, for this inftance of his regard, that when he rc- 
figned hj^ foul to heaven, and his body to the earth, two bifliops, 
who had been, for fome time, in peaceable pofleflion of a mag- 
nificent tomb, rofe up at his approach, and made way for his more 

fandified carcafe. 

> 

Fatigued and di&ppointed, I proceeded to Limefol, which was 
riven by Henry king of Cyprus, to the Knights Hofpitallers, 
when they left Paleftine ; and this, I humbly conceive to be the 
' 'antient Curium, Carium, or Cumdium : for the geographers of 
fohner days bring the river Lycus from two diffeyent fources m 
the Montes Orini, unite them fome leagues to the northward of this 

T t t place, 



LETTER XIII. Cyprus, 

place, then feparate them again into different branches, one of 
which empties itfelf into the bofom of the bay, while the 
other is difeharged to the weftward of the neck of land hard 
by the walls of the town. Whereas, 1 affirm it is one river, 

iffuing from one fountain, and falling into nearly the middle of the 
bay on the north fide ; but then I find another river emptying itfelf 
into the bottom of the bay, by the fouth-weft fide of the town, . 
and coming from the nearefl: range of hills northwards. I know 
no thovv to reconcile thefe differences, yet I conclude myfelf right, 
bccaufe my account proceeds from an adual furvey, and, 1 believe, 
moft of my predeceffors depended upon hear-fay j for almoft every 
one of them is extremely erroneous in laying down the bay of this 
place: they reprefent it as a mill-pond, 'whereas it is a full, open 
bay, as you lee in the chart which I have tranfmitted. I took the 
bearings and diftances of every thing there inferted, and after 
ha\'ing chequed in different ways, I found I had not erred one 
league in laying down the whole of my circuit. 

Upon the neck of land which joins Curium Promontorium to 
the main, is the village of Agrodiri, which, as well as Mount 
Olympus, was given to the priefts of St. Bafil, and the reddendo 
of their charter was, that they ffiould keep a fufficient number of 
cats to deftroy the ferpents, which in great numbers infefted the 
neighbouring grounds : from which circumftance, the Italians 
beftowed upon the promontory, the appellation of Capo de Gato, 
which it retains to this day. In all the charts I have leen, this 
appears as a very long necked peninffila ; an error, I fuppofc, 
owing to the deception occafioned by the falt-Iake which you per- 
ceive to the weftward j and which one is very apt to miftake for 
the fea. I myfelf was deceived when I firft faw it ; but now the 
lake being almoft crufted, I pafted lb near as to diftinguilh it 
perfe^ly. 

From hence the pQuntry is open and pleafant to Colos, which is 
a fine village, where there was formerly aF' coiilmanderie of the 
Knights Holpitallers. Lewis de Magnac, grand commander qf 
Cyprus, built, in this place, a plain, fquait, and ftrong towelh, , 
which ftill remains ; the front exhibitil^ ^is appearance, it is 
about feventy feet high, and fifty- four "feet broad, adorned, with 
coats of arms at thofe places where you fee thfe letters; but the ^ 
great gate is buried in fome vile houle, fo that I could not 
it; yet part of the convent, which has been large, is ftill to"^be 
feen. , 

This 
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This place I take to be the Trcta of the ancients, becaufe a 
river runs between it and Pifeopi, and Trcta was fitiiatcd caft of a 
fine river. But I find it impoflible to reconcile the ancient geography 
with what I faw, and what I may reafonably fuppofe from appear- 
ances and the traditions of the country. Pifeopi is a beautiful 
large village, refembling thofe of Great Britain j the adjacent 
grounds are watered by an aqutedud. from the river 5 broken fufts 
lie feattered around, and fame grand ruins are Bill vifible. Here, 
or in the neighbourhood, was a nemus facred to Apollo; and one 
of thofe ruins fomewhat refembles a temple : the people fay it was 
the palace of one who taught mufic; and, from this tradition, we 
may conjecture it was dedicated to Apollo ; though, to me, it 
feems to have been the palace of the fuperior, or lord of the 
manor: for it evidently app.ars, that the buildings around it have 
been intended for the fugar works which were carried on in this 
place ; and I could find neither figure nor infeription which might 
iiave-afccrtained the nature of the whole. 

Having proceeded fome miles beyond this village, I entered the 
hilly country, exhibiting, for fome way, nothing but bare rocks 
towards the Ihore, which is bold; but afterwards I found the 
ground covered with woods. In one place I faw the effeCls of 
an earthquake which happened a conliderable time ago, and was 
leized with horrour at the fight. Vaft profound chafms opened to 
my view ; and, into thefc, huge, fplit rocks had been hurled ; 
mountains, which were rent, feemed to gape to the very center ; 
while others, ftill more frightful, hung menacing, as if in the very 
adt of tumbling, with fuch an enormous weight, as (one woyild 
think) might (hake the. earth to its foundation. 

Having viewed thefe wrecks of nature with aftonifhmcnt, I 
went forward to Livathi, which Hands upon the river Aphdiem, 
not far from what is at prefent callled Capo Bianco ; and here I 
find Arfinoe about two leagues north from this fhore ; yet we fee it 
always laid down weft of Paphos Antiqua ; perhaps another of the 
l^e name may have ftood in that fituation, but now no veftige 
di it remains. This cape I fuppofe to be Phrurium, becaufc 
it is the firft we meet with to the weftward of Curium, which 
has any confiderable projedtion, and the reft are rather points than 
capes. 


Through 
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Througli curfed rocky roads, I pafled the mountains about 
Pifouri, and then obtained a better view of a bJuif* head, which, 
according to my geographical fyftem, ought to be Zephyria, though 
there is no Paphos nor river to the eaftward, but Chapatomi to the 
weft. Couclia I fubftitute in the place of Arftnoe upon the an- 
cient charts, partly for the above reafon, and partly becaufe it is, 
at this day, known, and fometimes called by the name of 
It is a charming place, and, from Ibme fragments of antiquity, 
appears to have been of note ; or, according to the language of 
the country, a favourite of queen Aphrodite. If this is granted, 
then Lefata, or Mandraka, or both, muft be Hierocepia, and 
Xero will anfwcr exadly to the river on which that town was 
built. 

r.et us now confider the celebrated Paphos, which, we are told, 
was built by Cinyras king of Aflyria, who had Adonis and others 
by Methcrme, daughter of Pygmalion, king of Cyprus. Some 
lay the founder was Paphos, fbn of Pygmalion, by the ftatue 
which Venus animated ; and thence the illand derived its name. 

Ilia Paphum genuit de quo tenet infula nomen.*’ Ovid. 

But this is a queftion of no great importance. At prefent, we 
fhall only mention the temple which is laid to have flood upon 
the fpot where the goddefs landed, when Ihe was wafted on fliore 
by the gentle waves from which fhe fprung, and to have been 
dedicated by Cinyras. It was one of the three lancftuaries belong- 
ing to the ifland, and noted for divination, which was introduced 
by Tameras of Cilicia, who agreed that the rites fliould be per- 
formed equally by his defeendants, and thofe of Cinyras ; but, at 
length, that honour was entirely ceded to the Paphian royal race. 
Here the votary had thcchoice of the vi<flim, which was always male, 
as being mofl acceptable to the’goddefs, whofe figure was round, broad 
at bottom, and terminating in a point : a form, the reafon of which 
nobody has been able fatiTadorily to explain. The greateft faith 
was given to the entrails of kids ; the altars were never flainod with 
blood ; nothing but pure fire was offered upon them ; ana, 
though they flood in the open air, and the rites were performed 
in all feafons, no rain extinguifhed, or even approached the facred 
flames. This miracle may be eafily accounted for : in a place 
where it rains fo feldom, they might eafily defer the facrifice until ' 
the clouds were drained ; for, in a little time after they appear, 
down they pour in a deluge, and Chen all is over. 


This 
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This place is likevvifc remarkable" for an horrid fccnc aded by 
the royal family, when Ptolomcv reduced Cyprus. Nicoelcs at ihat 
time reigned in Paphos, ar.d, hoping to /hake of the yoke, mavie 
an ofFenlive and defenfive alliance with Antigoims, king of Syria ; 
but Ptolomey was informed of their fcheme, and defeated it bcfbic 
it could be brought to maturity : he pronounced fcntencc ot death 
upon Nicocles; but that prince prevented the execution by making 
away with himfelf. Axithca, his unhappy queen, followed his 
example, after (he had, in dcfpair, Haiti her own daughCe; s : the 
fame frenzy feized the royal lifters, who likewil'e put an end to 
their lives ; and their hufbands added to the funeral pile, by f. tting 
fire to the palace, and perifhing upon the bodies of their beloved 
wives. 

What I have farther to fay will rather involve us in new doubts, 
than extricate usfrom thofe which have already occurred : however, 

• if I •Was not fatisfied in every particular I wanted to know, I u as, 
in confcquence of the kind letters of recommendation which I re- 
ceived from Mr. Conful Wakeman, treated in every p];icc with 
uncommon marks of civility and regard. Plcre Chriftians and Turks 
vied with each other in giving me aftiftancc and information ; and 
the aga fent an old man, reckoned the heft antiquary in tliofc parts, 
to condudl me to every remarkable place, and gratify my curiofity 
to the beft of his knowledge ; yet all I could learn amounts to 
very little. 

Old Paphos or Erythra I, in my map, removed from Zephyria ; 
Arfinoe 1 found, and ftill fet down, near that place, for the rca- 
fons I have already advanced, and becaufe Ptolomey Philadelpluis 
conlecrated a temple on the Zephyrion Promontorium, to his wife 
Arfinoe, under the name of the Zephyrion Venus; but of this 
nothing now remains. I fix old Paphos at the port of Baftb ; Cy- 
thera 1 ha^e already left behind me, and in its place I take the li- 
berty t^^put Paphos Nova, or Baifo, as you will fee they cxadly 
anifwer to each other, when you compare the old chart I lent home 
wiih tWs which I how tranfmit: but that you may not think 1 
am too dogmatical in my affertions, I fhall communicate my rca- 
fons for the alterations I have made. 

No place in this illand ever bore the name of Old Paphos, ex- 
cept the fea-port, which nature has formed into an harbour ; and 
the tdwn of Baffo is handed down, from fuher to fon, as a place 

U u u ■ that 
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that was built long after the town, at the port, which is capable 
of receiving fmall velTels ; yet thefe were efteemed large, when na- 
vigation was in its infancy. At or about Zephyria there is no place 
for the reception of any boat whatever ; let us therefore lay alide 
fable and appeal to truth. Venus is faid to have rifen from the 
fea, and landed in Cyprus nearCythera: true it is, the ifland Cy- 
thera, now Cerigo, contended for that honour, though the greateft 
probability is in favour of Cyprus ; for that goddefs was firft wor- 
{hip[)ed in Phsenicia, and this worfhip was communicated to the 
different nations with which they had commerce : the veflcls they 
firft ufed confifted of fmall pieces of wood, bended acrofi each 
other, bound with wickers, and covered with hides; confequently 
ihcir navigation could not be very diftant ; fo that we may more 
naturally fuppole Cyprus to have been their firft difeovery, than 
that they launched out into a wide fea, in order to find trade in 
Pcloponnefus, or any of the adjacent illands. Cyprus they could 
fee from their hills, and this profped probably invited them to Ven- 
ture from their ftiore; and though the weft end was the moft 
diftant, their landing in that part might be owing to the accident 
of contrary winds. When they approached the coaft, it is to be 
fuppofod, they crept along it until they found a place of fafety for 
their vcffel ; and if they milled Limefol Bay, they could find no 
other convenient ftielter until they arrived at the place which I 
imagine to have been the ancient Paphos ; and indeed to me it ap- 
pears very improbable that Paphos mould be built at either of the 
capes which I make Phrurium and Zephyria, and there is not an- 
other until we reach Drepanum. 

In Baffo or Paphos Nova, which is now a large, agreeable town, 
there are no remains of antiquity j but many ruins of chriftian 
houfes are built upon by the Turks : the churches have been very 
numerous, not only here, but allb through the whole illand ; in- 
fomuch, that though I intended to mark them fingly on my chart, 
they fwclled fo faft that I was fain to drop roy proje<ft, otherwile 
it would have been a map of churches. The port, or Paphos Ap- 
tiqua, according to my conjecture, has been large, and contained 
many noble buildings, as appears by the ruins at this day, particu- 
larly by thofe of the churches Agioi Solomoni, and Chrifoupolitifa ; 
but they are fo demolilhed that a drawing of them would yield no 
fatisfaCtion. Great numbers of broken columns are foattered up and 
down ; and of the temple of Venus, which ftood on an high place, 
three fubterranean vaults ftill remain : the traditional account of 

this 
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this temple, taken from an old manufcript, which they told me 
was ftolen by a gentleman-traveller fomc years ago, imports, that 
it was a palace built by one of the queens, called Aphrodite, who, 
being extremely beautiful and cxceffively lewd, allured all the young 
men to the court, and bellowed her favours upon all thofe who 
pleafed her fancy. Her example was followed by all the women 
. around ; and this difpoEtion loon Ipread over the whole ifland. 
After her death it was conlecratcd as a temple, and rites were 
performed to her as to a divinity, becaufe nought but plcafure 
was known during her reign. It was thrown down by an earth- 
quake, rebuilt about one thouland four hundred and ninety-five 
years before the birth of Chrill, and finally dellroycd by Saint 
Barnabas, in the fortieth year of the chrillian jera. This account 
agrees tolerably well with the ftory of Venus ; though it is not 
at all probable that the temple was demolilhed by the influence of 
Saint Barnabas, during whole life it was in very high repute, whereas 
tl« chrillians, at that time, had very little power and authority : 
at any rate, if it was adlually thrown dowm, it mull Jiave been 
reared again by the votaries of the goddefs ; for it was an alylum 
in the reign of Tiberius, and Titus Velpafian confulted the oracle 
in this very place, upon his return from Corinth, after having 
heard of Galba*s fatej and in conlcqucnce of the refponfe re- 
paired to his father in Syria ; fo that its lall dellrudion, in all pro- 
bability, has been in the fourth century, when the general earth- 
quake changed the courfc of many rivers, and, by fwallowing up 
many others, occafioned an exceflive drought. It was upon this 
occafion (fay they) that Saint Helen rellored water to the ifland, by 
virtue of the wood of our Saviour’s crofs, which was in her pof- 
feflion. Having found this in the Holy Land, flie gave one half 
of it to the priells of Jerufalem, and brought the other along with 
her, to fow, as it were, its fandlity through the eall and well. 
Accordingly an infinite number of miracles were performed by this 
hallowed timber ; and had not Ihe thrown one of the nails of it 
(whieft our heralds call paflion-nails) into the fea, when Ihe wag 
overtaken by a dreadful llorm in Satalia Bay, her imperial majelly 
^wou!d undoubtedly have gone to view the wonders of the deep ; 
"but the holy nail bore down the waves, fmoothed the furface of 
the lea, and procured her a fafe landing. Though I do not find 
that either Ihe or any of her beatified hillorians tell us whether or 
not the nail, after having knocked down the tempell, was pleafed 
to return to its former llation. — I can recoiled nothing elfe to fay 

6 about 
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nhoiii diis Pnphf.s, but that here Elymas the forcerer was flruck 

hliiid, and Sergius Pauliis the proconful converted by Saint Paul. 

Near Baffo, to the vveftward, are what they call their Diamond- 
mines, where, in fome places, the fpar feems to be cryftalized, 
and pellucid ftones are found, like thofe in the weftern and north- 
ern mountains of Scotland, though not near fo good in quality. . 
A muhaflcl, fome time ago, deceived by the name of Diamond- 
mines, fent thither twenty or thirty men to dig for what he ima- 
gined would foon enrich him ; but he was grievoufly difippointed ; 
tor all that he got was a few rock-cry ftals, at the expence of three 

or four hundred dollars. At Poli di Chrifofou he expeded, or pre- 

tended to exped, to find folid iron ; and having employed his 
people to dig, without fuccefs, he laid a tax upon both places, 
granting to the chriftians of Baffo the privilege of the Diamond- 
mines, for four hundred and fifty dollars, and to others that of 
the Iron-mines, for three hundred and fifty dollars per annum,; 
fo tliat he exaded eight hundred dollars annually for nothing front 
thofe poor, opprefltd people, and his fucceflbrs have ever fince 
religion fly followed his example. 

From Baffo I took my route northwards through the mountains, 
from fome of which I took the bearing, &c. of the land about 
Acamas, where flows the celebrated IJ^ring called the Fountain of 
Love ; but I had no curiofity to tafte of the water, the efied of 
which upon old people like me, is fiiid to be that of making the 

fpirit willing while the fiefh continues weak. The roads are very 

nigged, extending through feveral precipices which are dangerous 
for the traveller; the woods are thin, the hills very bare, the in- 
termediate grounds tolerably good ; but the grain was as green as 
if it had been fown ten degrees north of the plains I had left a 
few hours before : but about Stroumbi the fields have a better af- 
ped ; for in the neighbourhood of the village, whiph is pleafant 
and well peopled, one might cafily" perceive that more intfuftry 
had been ufed in the agriculture ; and indeed, through all Cyprus, 
the foil is fuch as will well reward the labour of the farmer. • / 

f 

When I entered the village, I was furrounded by almoft all the 
people both young and old, few of whom had ever feen a perfon 
in my habit : I gratified their curiofity by (landing amongft them, 
and amufing myfelf with their pretty children, after I ha^i viewed 

' their 
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their church. The poor little creatures were fliy at firfl, Hut fbon 
flocked round me at fight of a Para; fo natural it is, even for chil- 
dren, to be allured by money. 

In my progrefs forwards I arriv’d at Poli di Chrif)fou, which 
is beautifully lituated in a bottom among hills ; and its vicinity to 
tlte fea adds to the agreeablenefs of its lituation. Tliough there is 
no trade worth mentioning any where but in I.nrncca, wh.erc the 
Eurojieans live, yet a variety of creeks for final I craft are to be 
found all around the ifland, particularly a bay near this place, 
formed by the Acamas land, which would be of infinite fervicc 
to the inhabitants, in manuring their grounds, were they freed from, 
oppreflion, and fecured in their properties ; but thofe blcflings 
feem to be at an infinite difiance from them, for the mifery of 
the people is at prefent inconceivable, occafioned by a total want 
of rain, whereby vegetation was in a manner choaked up in the 
^ earth : what little did appear above ground, was in many places 
aiinofi totally deftroyed by innumerable fwarms of locufis, which 
covered the ifland, and devoured every thing that had the Icafi 
verdure, fo fuddenly, as to have deftroyed, in one night, a field 
which would have given bread to fifty thoufand men for a week, 
bcfidcs fodder for the cattle : nay, a farmer-prieft told me, that 
of three hundred fcala of wheat (each confifting of about forty- 
five yards fquare) which he had fown, he had not reaped twenty. 
All tliefb circumftances of diftrels, one would imagine fufficient 
to drive thofe poor people to defpair ; but the government is of 
another opinion, and never indulges them with the leaft compaf- 
fion or forbearance : thofe who were obliged to depend upon the 
produce of their lands for the fubfiftenee of their families and pay- 
ment of their taxes, muft fell every little moveable in their pof- 
fefllon for that purpofe ; and thofe who could not thus pay the 
cxa<ftions of the governor, were under the fatal necefllty of quit- 
ting the ifland, or obliged to run the rifque of dying under the 
tortur$..>6f the drubbing-fticks : many thoufands have therefore 
fled into other countries, while thofe who remained were compelled 
t'j) make up the . deficiency of the fugitives, as if they had been 
dl joined together in a general co-partnerfhip. Their profefllng* 
the chriftian religion was a fufficient caufe for fubjeding them to 
fuch horrid tyranny and damnable injuftice I fuch as muft ine- 
vitably end in the ruin of the kingdom, unlefs the locufts are re- 
moved, and the thirfty foil plentifully fupplied with rain, for the 
* X X X nou- 
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nouriHirtient of the feeds and roots that arc now in the ground, as 
well as of thofe that may be fown next winter and fpring. 

At the diftance of an hour from the village arc what they call 
the Iron-mines, though this is no more than the place where their 
furnaces and forges were creded : the ore was undoubtedly found 
amongft the hills, for here is nothing that refembles it : wood 
iVoin the mountains might eafily be tranfported hither for fmelting ; * 
and for this purpofc, in all probability, the adjacent hills have been 
left bare of their covering, for fcarce a tree is to be feen upon 
them, while thofe at fome diftance are covered with as good pines 
as any the country affords. 

In my progrefs from hence I found myfelf engaged in a very 
deep gutt, upon the rocky lides of the river Simbula, between two 
impending hills, from whence the rocks and trees feemed to ftretch 
themfclves horizontally to cover us : I might have travelled two 
hours farther, but I was fo charmed with the romantic wildile^s 
and delicious coolnefs of the fpot, which nothing but the meridian 
rays could invade, that having difmounted, I indulged my people, 
with an holyday till two o’ clock next morning. Here I amufed 
mylelf the whole evening in wandering through the woods and 
furveying the fea-fhorcs far and near, which produced variety of 
refledions foreign to our prefent correfpondence. To this place I 
muft take the liberty to give the name of Jovis Lucus, becaufc I 
find it exadly anfwers the fituation of one conlecrated to that de- 
ity, near which a river fell into the lea. Next morning, after 
four (for two hours are Icarce fufficient to put our caravan In mo- 
tion) I left this plcafant retreat, and, in the courfe of three or four 
hours, rode along a good many different precipices, one of which 
had well-nigh deprived you of this tedious epiftle, for niy mule 
made a falle flep upon the face of a rock, and down we came 
together : had this accident happened a few feconds fooner or later, 
I Ihould have been crufhed to pieces before I could haveV^ached 
the bottom ; but we were providentially faved by a bit of rock, 
which ferved as a natural parapet ; fo that I efcaped for a contufion 
,on the hip*bone, and a hurt on the elbow ; and, after having mad>i 
fome wry faces, proceeded on my journey. 

Near the river Piaerga I dined in a delightful grove of tall fpread- 
ing trees, hard by which is a very extraordinary rock, ^Imolf per- 

‘ pen- 
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pendicular, with a ruined chriftian chapel on the top : ilik gmve 
is faid to have been planted, and the chapel built, by one of their 
queens, together with what they call a grand palace in the moun- 
tains in this neighbourhood. Indeed, all their caflles and palaces 
have been raifed by the ladies, if we may depend upon tradition ; 
but they have not been fo juft to the memory of thefe bcnefac- 
treftes, or fo obliging to the curious, as to preferve their names, cither 
*in records or inferiptions. Though it may feem idle in me to take 
anv farther notice of this building, yet, as it is in great efteem 
In the iftand, I muft give you this appearance of it, with the di- 
menfions. 

The fabric has been extremely mean, 
being only fixteen feet high, and, as it 
were, intentionally irregular in the ele- 
vation. 

'E^r forry arches adorn the front ; there are five little windows 
above, in the right wing, two only in the other, and there is nei- 
ther letter, figure, or ornament upon any part of it. Among the 
mountains I found many broken fufts where I favv no veftige of 
building ; and at fomc diftance from this place, in my way to 
Lcfca, 1 obferved, near an headland, two fraall perpendicular rocks 
in the fea, about which the natives tell the following ftory. A 
brother and fifter being enamoured of each other, fled hither from 
fome neighbouring part of the country, in order to indulge their 
guilty paffion ; but, juft as they arole from the fea, in which they 
were bathing, they were changed into thefe rocks, by the offended 
deity ; and their piteous moanings are often heard to this day.— 
Probably the inhabitants of this corner of the ifland have heard 
fome confufed ftory of the Propetides, from which they have de- 
rived this fable, 

Aften having endured much fatigue through the day, I arrived 
at ni^ at Lefca, having pafled what is called its port, and a 
river which I take to be the Satrachus.* The port, I prefume, is 
Ae ancient town of that name, or the port of Solos, for it is fur- 
rounded by many foundations of houfes : the town is* prettily fittf- 
ated about an hour from the port ; a variety of gardens, the me- 
anders of the river that wind about it on the fouth, and the ad- 
jacent grounds, that lie in the form of a theatre, concur in beau- 
tifying tli fccne. In the morning I crofled the river Cunara, and 
. ' entered 
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enteral- a deep giitt between the mountains, which are covered 
widi large pines or pitch-firr, and of thefe they make a confider- 
able quantity , of tarr, pitch, and roll n : the river one miift often 
cTofs, afeending and defeending precipices which are frightful 
to the view ; but the mules are generally fo fure- footed, that the 
danger is not great. 1 have no where feen a more furpriflng prof- 
pect than that which prefents itfelf to the eye, from .the top of a 
mountain near the river Ganibo ; the numerous hills around rile * 
cither in the form of fugar- loaves or fharp wedges ; fonie are co- 
vered with tall pines, and others with fmall firrs, interchangeably ; 
but the moft agreeable view is where the verdure is moft diverfi- 
fied, and thefe verdant pyramids afford great variety ; fuch as pro- 
digious fycamorcs or platancs, a name we borrow from the Greeks, 
who call them frXotTavoi j or the locuft, which name they have 

from the Italians, for rcai^ot^nu is the proper Greek word ; a-xXid^w, 
which 1 take to be our elm ; a tall thorn j very large 

or walnuts ; almonds, which have tw'o names, f^iy^uxxot or adocTiu y 
Tire^iFttay a kind of alder, the leaves of which fliine like a gr'&tix 
orange ; the backs of them, when young, are yellow ; but as they 
grow old, they turn brown : av^paxXtay which I do not remember 
to have feen in Europe ; the leaf is pretty broad ; it bears a fmall 
fruit, in clufters, and annually changes the bark, which is extremely 
thin and fmooth ; the old is of a fine red colour, but the new 
coat is white : has a narrow leaf, and bears a fmall fruit 

not larger than a cherry, but of the apple fpecies. There was a 
great number of others, which I cannot name j but the whole was 
fvveetly wild and agreeable. 

About an hour from Gambo were the firft vineyards I had Icen 
ill thofe parts ; a circumftance that furprized me not a little ; for 
nature almoft every where affords proper grounds for this purpofe. 
From hence, for a confiderable way, I travelled through a lane of 
natural perfumes, fuch as roles, the firft honey-fuckles I had ever 
feen in this country, and a great number of other fragraR^lants 
and ftirubs. On my arrival at the famous Madonna di Chel^a, I 
was received with great courtely by the papa, who among them h 
not much inferior to a bilhop in point of dignity. The cohved^* 
IS well ornarnented in their way ; but none of the particulars are 
worth mentioning, except that the archited has forgot to make an 
entry to the church from the weft: yet no body had peredved 
this deficiency until I took notice of it, and then they were greatly 
furprized, becaufe it is fuch an uncommon omilfion ; foi at their 

firft 



Cyprus. Letter xiil ’ 265 

firft entratlie, they ought to fee the great altar, that they may 
rrofs themfelves and bow to it: hence judge of their Aniplicity. 
In one apartment of the convent is a Wretched piece of painting 
(which however they highly eftcem) reprefenting a Caloyer on the 
crofs j on his left hand is a gay figure of a man on hoifeback, at 
full fpeed, holding a cup of wine in fteady poife, and furrounded 
with palaces, groves, cafcades, &c. and on the other fide, is an 
oddly-imagined hell, with monfters among flames, devouring the 
wicked, while our Saviour in the clouds, pointing to the martyr, 
offers him a crown of glory. On each fide of this emblematical 
performance are explanatory verfes, which I fhall give you, in fmall 
Greek letters, not for their poetical excellency, but to evince their 
tafte in writing. On the right of the pidlure are thelc lines. 

c^ot KuKai rtf fiovetx^ dXt&its rov Ptov 
’srag vuvjoQev tsTctv^aJcu Qoc^Ktre ku$ tu Koo’fjta 
ofiev s’ctv^^ yet^ (pavB^ug tijv vBK^u(nv (ruificumt 
etiS$ XufJLVctStg dXiOug ruv ti^v 

^KXsirtg tuv o^QetXfAuv o^up kuSoXk 

Td fieljeuet xet) dg-cejet touth touvXuvh KO<r[jt,v 
Tou s'ofJtdlO^ Se ^Ttyii rofiii XetXup dxott^ug 

vS^etg Xoytet d/irxpec dtuv^ tS 78'et^op]®* 

ot ijXoi h 01 TUP wefup Tofiii PaSwetP oXui ' 
oi}ov riiv wdPBP^v%ugop Kui t^v^up d<rurug 

dxXci dywa^ tteu triyi^ dyv^tirtre Ptft 
XafiTTBiP Tu KOTf*u po'^Tug vvB^ dvyotg dXift 
SMTFdv\Qg‘B WOXBfJkllV dTrccjeUUPt KOTfAU 

Tiff Toig isrK$BTt HuKiS’u SikQoXu 

yag ^iTTr^i/g tou xrecpJO* Q^p rag durou dyfiXoig 
rr^og tup aunt poijdtiap ^rXiinop duns !$*< 

^ ^ta^rifMt BP TUtg xetlB^U 

uyB PiXijTif r^g Qb^kO^ nt KOTfiv re ra wa&fi 
Ipa T^p ntnt ko^u^p d^iug ^B^avuri} 

PatrtXttag ou^kpup dunt Kctja^turn 
u, t|/> $vX$u» 

My learned and valuable friend, the reverend Mr. profts, give^ 
this verbal tranflation. 

Behold here fairly pi<ftur*d the life of a true monk, 

How abfolutely he is crucified to the flefli and to the world. 

The crofs tjqjreffively typifies mortification, 

The lamps truly reprefent the fplendor of the virtues. 

The fhutti^g of the eyes, that he is not to regard at all 
The vain -and unffable objects of this falfe world, 

Yyy 


The 



i66 ' LETTER XIII. Cyprus. 

The filcnce of the mouth, that he fliould not fpeak unfcafonably 
The contumelious and filthy language of the prefent age. 

The nails in the feet, that he muft not at all walk 
In the broad path, nor indulge in intemperate delicacies ; 

But, with charity, filence, and purity of life, 

Shine vifibly to the world beyond the fun’s lufire ; 

And wage perpetual war with the deceitful world, 

The lufis of the fiefb, and the nialicious devil : 

For the Lord of the univerfe, with his angels, 

Is near him for his afiifiance, 

And holds in his hands a crown and a diadem, 

That, if he prove vidorious over the lufts of the flelh and the world. 
He may, according to his merits, crown his brow, 

And admit him into the kingdom of heaven. 

July- 

> 74 *. 

In the evening I walked about the place with . intention to give 
you a perfpedive of it from fome proper fpot ; but, as I could 
find no point of view either uncommon or tolerably agreeable, I 
put up my pencil, and dropped my defign. Yet, notwithftanding 
its mean appearance, the revenues are fufiicient to maintain three 
hundred of the fraternity, befides thole who manage their farms, 
if they lived under any government lefs favag^ than that of Cyprus ; 
wliereas, when I was there, the number of the brothers did not 
cA'ceed three/core. 

The Valley of Sollia or Soglia I think the finefi in the ifland ; 
Mafiaria indeed is a rich, extenfive, and would be a plentiful 
country, were it not wholly dellitutc of trees and villages, which 
the other has in plenty, together with abundance of water and 
wood from the adjacent hills. 

When Solon, the famous Athenian law-giver, came to Cyprus, 
he lived fome time with Philocyprus, one of the kings, whole 04- 
' pital, Apeifl, was built, in the mountains, by Demophoon, Ion of 
Thefeus ; it was ftrong, becaule almoft inaccefiible, but the cir- 
cumjacent lands were barren and bare, though near the river Cla- 
rius; the fage adviled him to remove from thefe naked, rocks into 
the fertile plains, where he might build a larger and fairer city ; his 
majefty relilhed the advice, and left the management or the whole 
to Solon, who, in a little time, raifed a large, noble,^ and wcll- 

for- 
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fortified town, which, from the pleafantncfs of its fitiiatioti, the 
rich produce of its foil, and the equitable laws which he had in- 
ftituted, drew all the inhabitants from Apeia, which was left quite 
defolate, and foon allured the beft men from every corner, who 
came to dwell under his paternal fway ; fo that he became more 
opulent and powerful than all the neighbouring princes. In gra- 
titude to the author of fuch felicity, he bellowed upon his infiuit 
city the appellation of Solos, which we may fuppofe it bore, without 
corruption, until the Italians got poflt fiion of the illand, and con- 
verted it into Soglia, which has a more Italian termination. There 
was one inevitable inconvenience which attended tltis concourfe of 
people from different parts : the language became lb proverbially 
corrupt, that to fpeak barbaroufly, and to /peak like thofe of Solos, 
were deemed fynonimous phrafes ; hence comes the word Solecifnie, 
rather than from the Soli, who fettled in Cilicia. — I need not ob~ 
.I^rve to you the abfurdity of the old maps, in laying down the 
lituation of this town, which had certainly a port and river. Had 
they placed it in a fpot where there either is, or ever could have 
been, a bay or harbour, I fliould have approved of the fite, be- 
canfe agreeable to hiftory, fo far as relates to the port ; but they 
have carried it into the diftri^l: of Morfou, far from that which bears 
its name to this day 5 and reprefented it upon a place from whence 
a fhallow beach extends a great way. I therefore prefume to fay, 
the port was near Satrachus, Clarius, or the river that runs be- 
tween them, which probably, in tho/e days, bore the name of 
the city. 

Morfou is a very chearful place, about a league and an half from 
the fca, and its church is the handfomefl; building of its kind in the 
whole illand : the court is finely walled with hewn Hone, about 
fourteen feet high, extending to two hundred and fifty two feet in 
front, pne hundred and fifty-fix feet on each fide, with forty-five 
leet %!r cloyfters, &c. It was almofi fini/hed, in a kind of Italian 
- tafte, when the Turks conquered the illand. I here give you the 
elevation of the front, becaufe it is the firft and only inftance of 
the improvement of their gout : but this was nipped in the bud 
by the irruption of the barbarians, and they returned to their old 
manner. They have built a mean corridore in front, which has 
never be^ intended by the firft architect, and is far fi'om being 
of a pieCT with the reft, fo that I would not draw it ; but, from 
the projeaing ftones, at C and D, I imagine, he defigned a por- 
tico, whicp might have added to the beauty of the fabric. 


A. » 
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Saint Mamas, to whom this church is dedicated j performed 
abundance of miracles while he lived upon earth, and even now 
affords daily matter for aftonilhment. When alive, he either could 
not or would not pay his earache, or poll- money, and the colled- 
ors were always reffrained, by the operation of fome praeternatural 
power upon their bodies and fpirits, from ufing him in the favage . 
manner in which they treated others, who were deficient in their 
payments. The prince, being informed of this extraordinary cir- 
cumftance, ordered him to be hunted out from the hollow rocks, 
caves, and gloomy woods in which he always lived, and brought 
into his prcfence ; and Saint George and Saint Demetrius, hearing 
of his being taken, followed, overtook, and accompanied him in 
his captivity. During his journey to court, feeing a lion rufli out 
of a thicket and feize a lamb, to the terror and aftonilhincnt of 
his guards, he ordered the beaft to quit his prey, and his command 
was inftantly obeyed by the lion, who fawned and wagged his taU, 
in token of fubmifiion. The good man, being tired with walking, 
took the lamb in his arms, and mounting the wild beaft, rode for- 
wards to court, to the amazement of all who faw him. Me pre- 
fented himfelf, in this equipage, to the king, who, being apprized 
of thefe circumftances, accepted the lamb, generoufly remitted the 
earaches he owed, and gave orders that the Saint ftiould live with- 
out paying any tax for the future : thus favoured he came hither 
and built a little church, in which at his death his body was de- 
pofited. This is one way of telling his ftory, which is varied by 
every papa whom you confult on the fubjc<ft. As I have related 
one of his performances while in life, I will now communicate one 
of the feats he has a£led fince he went to the other world. Juft 
above the place where he lay interred, a marble farcophagus was 
placed, and on the wall is a pidure reprefenting him riding on the 
lyon, with the lamb in one hand and a fhepherd*s crook in the 
other : upon his right is Saint George, and on his left S^t De- 
metrius, both on horfeback. The Turks, expecting to find^ trea- 
fure in this facrophagus, broke it up; and ever finc6, through two 
little holes, which were then made, water is continually convey(^d 
into a hollow, being fupplicd from the fwcat that iffues from the 
face of the above pidure, which is never dry, though thole of his 
brethren faints, who are clofe to him, (hew no figns of moifture. 

I know the Greeks, who are naturally credulous, gave faith to tra- 
ditional miracles ; but, if I rightly remember, this is (the firft I 
have ever known them impofe upon mankind. — So rovch for •mi- 
racles, and indeed for this place, of which I (hall tal|e my leave 

with 
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with telling you that fevcral marble capitals, &c. are here very 
injudicioufly fited. 

About fix or eight miles hence, I was pleafed to fee the induflry 
of the people, who make the moft of tlie fprings from above, by 
colleding them into refervoirs, and diftributing them to the fields 
below ; yet almoft all the grounds, for a dozen if not twenty miles 
together, though rich and capable of improvement, lye quite un- 
cultivated, except in the neighbourhood of thefe fprings : a cir- 
cumftance which I partly attribute to the lazy, trifling difpofition 
of the Greeks themfelves, and partly to the tyranny of the govern- 
ment under which they live. 

In a former letter I laid fo much of the city of Nicofia, that 
it will be needlefs to add another word on the fubjed:, bccaufe I 
did not fiii.d, in this laft tour, the leaft change either for better 
;;; v/orfe, though 1 walked all around it, in order to refrefli my 
memory ; I fliall therefore proceed to the northern mountains, where 
the firft objed that attraded my attention, was a hanging rock^ 
by the fide of a charming rivulet that runs murmuring through a 
long, narrow vale ; and this I chole for the place of my noon re*^ 
pofe. I had not long folaccd myfelf under this impendent rock, 
when, looking up, 1 was agreeably furprized to fee that all above 
me had been once a wood of noble trees, the roots of which, now 
petrified, formed a curious projeding canopy ; of thefe 1 brought 
away fome pieces; and, being much pleafed with my acquifiiion, 
remounted, and loon reached the plains near the lea, from whence 
I had a very agreeable ride to Lapitho. This town is laid to have 
been built by Belus, and Hands agreeably fituated on the rocks of 
the Ihore, whence the harbour feems to have run far to the weft- 
ward ; but it has no river, and ^yct all the grounds of the Hope 
from the mountains are fertile and plealant, bearing great numbers 
of natural and planted trees, with fine crops of grain : fo that I 
dounot^n^onder 'h Ihould be formerly, called Amabilis Lapithus, 
At prefent there is not a tolerable houfe in the place ; yet, by 
fome romains, I could perceive re had been once good edifices, 
anfi fome grand buildings, particularly one, the foundations of which 
I partly traced: the wall was two feet thick, and fifty-leven feet 
Jong ; the front Airty-fix feet broad, and in the center of the weft 
fide was a fcace of fix feet, where no foundation was to be leen } 1 
therefore fimpofe this to be the width of the gate ? the flooring is 
raofaic, vcrlneat work. Perhaps another perfon would have found 
1 Z 2 ? 3 out 
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out a temple in this veftige; but I cliufe to reprefent only what I 
fivv, and leave you to your own conjedures. In the church of 
Saint Acheropeto I found the monumental ftone, the drawing of 
which we have at No. a.. The work is. lb extremely low, that it 
cannot even deferve the name of baflb relievo; and perhaps you 
may not think it of much value, yet, I would willingly give you 
fpecinicns of every thing by which, you may judge of Cyprian tafte; 
as for this performance, it w but about two hundred years old. 

Next morning I fet out, elevated with the hope of feeing fomc 
valuable things upon the top of a neighbouring mountain, with 
which my expedation had been, regaled. Faffing through the vil- 
lage of Elia, I oblerved, over a well-built gate- way, two coats of 
arms inclofcd within, a wreath of fruitage : on one was the impe- 
rial eagle, on the other the Venetian Saint Mark, or winged lion 
feyant, holding the evangelifts in his dexter paw ; whence I con- 
clude, they muft: have belonged to fome public edifice, the wboJ**"” 
being very neatly cut in bas relief, upon a ftone of white marble. 
Here were the firft cyprefs-trees I had fecn in the journey ; but 
from hence there is plenty of the difterent kinds along the fliore 
to the eaftward. 

As we approached what is vulgarly called Agios Largos, but 
properly Saint Hilarion, which is on the fummit, we found the weft 
ftde of the hill fo fteep that our beafts could not mount it; I 
therefore left my luggage at Carmi, and with eight mules took a 
turn to the eaftward, in order to find an eafier accefi. When I 
came to the rock on which it ftands, I difmounted, and, having 
refrefhed myfelf, fate down to make a fketch of its extraordinary 
afpcct, which I now give you, N®. 3 , then taking my ftick in 
my hand, I afeended as well, as 1 could, and walked through all 
the different parts of the caftle. It hc^ certainly been ftrong, both 
from its fite and fortifications; but ! found no beauty nor inferip^ 
tion, not even the year, upon any one part of the ruins^fb thi 
being difappointed and heartily tired, I walked down the weft fide, 
and you will have fome notion of the difficulty of the delccs^ when 
1 tell you 'that I fpent thirty-4ve minutes in reaching the foot of 
the rock upon which the <jaftle ft^ds* T4is extraoi^ place 
is faid to have been fortified by oneipf tb*ir quells, butJsy which 
of them I could not learn : however I think it mtift have been 
Charlotta, who, with her huffiand, was obliged to take flielter iii 
the caftle of Ccrinia, when James the Baftatd was, eftablifhed on 

( the 
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the throne by the Egyptian power : tlicrc lie. hciicgcd licr for a 
coniiderablc time, but was obliged to quit his enterprize, and Iclt 
her a great while at liberty; in vvliich interval, we may llippolc, 
Ihc built this caftlc, to fcciirc the hilly country, as tliat of Cerinia 
gave her command of the plains below; till the poor unhappy 
royal pair, after tedious and fruitlefs filieitations, receiving no file- 
eour from their friends in Europe, and the ballard making new 
preparations to extirpate them, they fled to Rhodes, and put them- 
felves under the protection of the grand mafler, who received th ein. 
with all the honour due to their birth and dignity. 

Heartily flitlgucd and feorched, I, in about two hours, readied 
the port of Cerinia, whicli was probably built by Cyrus, and i& 
reckoned the befl: on the north fide of the illand : the harbour 
feems difficult to flrangers, and is only fit for fmall vcflels ; the 
entrance hath been in fome mcafure guarded by a fortification on 
each fide, built on the rocks, and is abfolutely fecured by a very 
ftrong quadrangular caftle on the land : two of the oppofltc angles 
of this fort are furniflied with fquare,’ and the refi with round 
baflions. No European is allowed to enter or even to approach it ; 
fo that I can only judge, from its appearance, that it may have 
been fortified by king Henry, at the fame time with Famagufta and 
Nicofia ; and that probably the whole work was repaired by Savor- 
niani, who, in the year 1525, demolifhed the old works of thdb 
places, and refortified them ; on fuch an occalion we cannot fup- 
pofe this im|X)rtant place to have been forgot and ncgledcd, cipe- 
cially as we find the military architedure of all three in the fame 
ftile. The town has likewife been very well walled, and ftrength- 
cned by towers, baftions, and a fofTee : of thefe fortifications we 
may judge by the immenfe quarries which have been dug on both 
fides of the town, as they could have no ufe for the floncs clfe- 
where, every place being more than fufficiently provided. '.I'hcfe 
qua’*:ii'0i^b'^y have wrought in fuch a manner as to form commu- 
nksii&s with the fortrefs, and make feveral noble granaries for 
their grain. ^ 

^ My next excurfion was to fee the ruins of a very magnificent 
ftrudiure, called Dela-Pays ; it is faid to have been a inonaftcry, but 
no circumftance that I have leen gives me rcafbn to be of that 
opinion, j I rather fuppofe it to have been the grand commanderie 
of the ilfahd, for it is built in the palatial ftile of thofe days ; 
and its I^plian name, Della-Paefe, though a little corrupted, feems 

to 
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to confii jn my conjedure. I could find nothing that refembled the 
cciis of the monks j the apartments are all a little more knightly,: 
the court is a fquare of an hundred feet; the corridore round it 
fifteen feet within, vaulted, and fupported by cluflered coriiitj^ari 
pillars : on the right is the refectory, an hundred feet by tbifty ; 
and on the left, the church, which is by no means equal to a mo- 
nadic edifice of fuch a fuperb form i behind, on the ground-floor, 
arc two fpacious rooms; but, immediately above* is the grand 
falc, of an hundred feet by thirty, and thirty feet high, arched 
in cludcrs, from fix pilafters on each fide. Over the gate of the 
jcfcelory are three coats on a marble architrave ; that of Jerufalem 
in die center, Jerufalem and Cyprus quartered on the dexter, and 
Cyprus the liniAer. The fame bearings arc likewife in other 
pai (s ; and jud by the gate of that dining-room ftands a beautiful 
inarhle fountain, from whence the company have beenfupplied with 
water : on each fide of it is a boy bearing up fedoons of fruitage ; 
and in the bendings thereof arc lions heads, and bulls heads on the 
angle , all well executed : but, that you may have a more didimSt 
notiem of this dnuSlure, 'I fend , you a drawing of it, 4. Jud 
by the cliurchdoor is this inferipdon, on a tomb-done, in old French 
of the thirteenth century, which however I cannot underdand. 

It mud feem very ftrange to. all. thinking mor|:^ls, that a fet of 
men, profcfling an order which was indituted in the year 1099, 
with intention that the members fhould Jive in poverty, fubfiding 
on the charity of their fellow- creatures, which charity fhould not 
exceed a bare fufficiency to fupply them with arms, ammunition, 
and the neceffaries of life ; that thefe men, I fay, after having been 
expelled from the Hply Land, fhould be, in a condition to build 
fumjituous palacc.s, and fupport one prince againft. another. But 
that wonder will ceafe when we confider that mankind were^ for 
fome centuries, fp drunk with fuperdition as to be dtoeived^vthe 
grod'ed impodure. As for thofe knights, although they vowed po- 
verty, cliadit^, and temperance, ;^et; in & they held 

above nineteen thoufand lordfl|ip8 among chridiaiis 

and, being pofieded of fuch wwlth, ehjdyj^^ every delicacy that 
could be procured, » wallowed in unnatural lufts, and' even didlated 
to fovereigns : in a word, they lived, inter fcorta et epulas, regard- 
Icfs of every confideration that merited the name of yirtni:. How- 
ever, this I will fay in favour of the Ho§>itaUers, that ythey were 

out- 
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outdone, in all manner of vvlckcdncis, by the Tcm^d irs, from whole 
fate they learned fbn'X caution. 

From this delightful retirement I went to Agios PhanentI?, the 
rocks of whieh are wafhed by the fca, and there I found Icvcral 
human bones and teeth petrified. The country people, who, you 
know, abound in le'gends, fay that a vaft number of foreigner', 
called Allani, who came from a favage country to fubdiie and leize 
their fruitful lands, were here fliipwrecked and pcrillied ; their 
bones, «ias a punifhment, and monument of their erimes, \\'cre turn- 
ed into ftone, as we now lee them ; though fome of them, being 
.ronVerte^^to the chriftian faith, lived happily in the i Hand and be- 
came faints. Of this number was Saint Mamas, of whom fuch 
honourable mention hath been made ; yet Ibme fay he was a native 
of the ifland, while otliers affirm he was born ii^jon the main.— 
Ridiculous as this fable may appear, there is certainly fome foun- 
dation for it. We know the Goths invaded Greece, and vifited 
Ibme of the iflands ; and though I do not remember the circum- 
fiance in hiftory, fome of them may have made an attempt upon 
Cyprus ; elle how fhould the inhabitants become acquainted with 
the word Allani, and tranfmit it from father to fon ? I never faw 
a vegetation of fione-bones, fione-teeth, 6cc. yet I have fuch petri- 
fadions in my poflelfion ; and heads, fingers, and toes have been 
found ; whence I conclude that a great many people, in the early 
or difiant ages of the world, have been wrecked upon this little 
point, and their bodies, when wafhed on fhore, indurated by the 
natural means of petrefadiion. 

On my road from this place nothing octurred worth mention- 
ing until I re-crofled the hills and came to Citraea, which is one 
continued chain of gardens and fummer-houfes of vaft extent ; every 
thing was in the higheft bloom and gayeft verdure, being watered 
by living ftreams, conveyed to every field through little channels. 

In fay way to Saint Chryfbftomos I crofled a field where per- 
pendicular ftrata of ftones run along the furface like fo many foun- 
dation^ of walls. The convent of which this faint is protedor, I 
found a large thoujgh mean buildings fonic parts are of good marble,- 
well wrought, aiW tolerable mofaic of variegated ftones, with a 
great deal of gilding and painting j but nothing is of a piece. 

The fujserior had no records, iWhieh indeed none of them have, 
but he told me it was founded byithe king’s daughter, who built 
V ' 4 A the 
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the Spitia tis Regina, upon the top of an almoft inaccefllble rock, 
two miles farther up in the mountains ; the drawing of which you 
have, N®. 5. If it proves agreeable to you I fliall be plealed ; but, 

I afliire you, I fhould neither trouble you nor myfelf with fo many 
Iketches of this fort, did not fome people talk of them as fo many 
valuable remains of antiquity. Now you may judge for yourfelf, 
as I have given the moll favourable views of them, and endea- 
voured to do them juftice. 

This night I lodged at PalsEcitraea,. about three miles from Citrasa. 

It had been one of the ancient Cytheras or Cythereas, of which 
there were feveral in the illand ; but 1 law no vellige of g^ttiquhy-«-% 
indeed I was conducted to a place where the foundation of a temple, 
facred to the queen of love, remained about a foot high fome years 
ago ; but the cadi, in order to fave the expence of working a quar- 
ry, ordered the Hones to be removed and employed in building an 
houfe for his women. I Ihould not be forry to hear they had 
tumbled down upon this barbarous Goth, and crulhed him in the 
embraces of his favourite concubine, provided the innocent girl 
could efcape unhurt. 

I have already faid fbmething of the country of Maflaria, an- 
ciently Macaria, through which I now travel, and it affords no- 
thing new to communicate, 

» 

About four miles N. N. E. from Famagufta appear the ruins 
of the famous Salamis, built by Teucer, of which I have taken 
Ibme notice in a former letter. I law a great many foundations, 
which I conceived to be the remains of different 'fabrics ; but I 
lhall mention none except thofe of the celebrated temple dedicated 
to Jupiter Salamine, for they are fo diftant that I cannot well 
miftake them. It is an hundred and ninety-two feet in length, 
feventy-two in breadth ; the walls are four feet thick, befidcs cloif* 
ters for the priefts, their apparatus and attendants, which run the 
whole length of the temple on the fouth fide, and are in bceac^th 
twenty-one feet within walls, with an entry different from that of 
the temple. Nothing is now to be fecn but the vaults below, 
•which fupported the temple, and fome parts of the walls above': 
the vaults are uncovered, and it appears that twelve rows of arches ' 
have run from fide to fide, and four from one end to the other ; 
which mull have formed a very firm groupe, and was ^heir man- 
ner of building, in Order to prevent the effeds of earthquakes. 
Part of the pedellal that fupported the ftatue remains j^n the call 

5 ^ end : 
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end: the grjlnd court is fix hundred and fixiy oy three hun- 
dred and ninety feet, and hath inclu tied other buildings bcfidis the 
temple, but of what kind 1 will not prefume to fay. One part, 
on the north of the (qiiarc, I take to h ive been a circus ; great 
numbers of broken fufts are fcattered about, fomc being three 
feet and a half in diameter, (b that they mull have been very high : 
they lie near the temple, among (bme foundations which probably 
belonged to the palace, as one perfon was both king and high- 
prieft. The city has been large, about half a mile from the Tea ; 
but I cannot perceive that they had any fafe or convenient har- 
there is no great depth of water near the place. I need 
'not oDibrve, that the temple, being one of the three finduarics, 
maintained the priefts in affluence, and drew many people within 
its confines; or, that this city, in the time of Evagoras, was reckoned 
the capital of the ifland. 

For the fame reafon I gave you at Nicofia, I fay nothing of 
Famagufta, but that I took up my quarters under a tree in a gar- 
den ; a kind of lodging I always prefer to an houfe, though they 
Would have opened the gates for me at any time. 


Sanda Nappa is much admired by the people of the country, 
though for what I do not know : the convent is rendered agree- 
able within, by* a fountain of water, round which the people can 
fit and folace themfelves under a large cupola ; but there is no- 
thing beautiful in or about the place. Here I found a Latin in- 
feription, on a marble flone of this figure : by which it plainly 
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appears to have been a Roman convent : and I found a place called 
the Latin chapel, under the fame roof with the Greek church, part 
of which is dug out of a rock. 

Near the convent is a pretty little harbour, which I take to be 
Lcucola Portus ; and from hence the poor people employ them- 
felves in fifliing, with boats of a very particular texture, conlilling 
of a few flicks bound together, with fbme very fmall ones laid in 
the hollow,, where the filherman fits managing his tackle, and fleer- 
ing his machine with a paddle. 

From this place I returned to I.arncca, through lands 'which, 
though naturally good, are quite difregarded ; and 1 fliall finifh the 
joLirnal of my tour with this obfervation, , 

We are told that Ptolomey Soter dcflroyed the city and king- 
dom of Malum ; and indeed not only the remains of the city are 
thought to be loft, but the very kingdom itfelf is gone. May not 
the ancient geographers, who were very inaccurate in many things, 
have erred in laying down its fltuation ? Malum, we know, lay 
caft from Citium ; now, if Chitty be the Citium of the ancients, 
Malum muft have been fituated where there is nothing but fea ; 
and Ptolomey, inftead of razing it to the ground, muft have 
tore away the land itfelf, and funk it in the dee^ : a piece of 
hiftory which hath not as yet fallen in my way. But if Lar- 
iieca be the ancient Citium, which I fuppofe it to be, there are 
many places even to Cape Greco, extremely proper for the fltua- 
tion of a city ; nay, there cannot be a nobler fite in the whole 
iflaad than that very point, which feems to be cut out by nature 
for the purpofe ; and on the road to SanAa Nappa inany ruins are 
to be feen. — You will fay this is a bold conje<fturei but, from all 
thefe circumftanccs taken tpgether, I pronounce it to have been 
the feat of the ancient kings of Malum. 

% 

At my return to Larneca I concerted with Mr, Boddington,‘'who 
was quite recovered, another tour through the province of Carpafs,. 
which we v^ry foon put in execution. On the 15 th of JuAe we 
direded our courfe towards the river Peroi, theis ancient Giallias, 
not Athalas, as I formerly called it, upon wrong' information, on 
the banks of which was the famous Idalian grove j for the old 
chart gives the name of Pedius to this river, leaving thb real Pe- 
dius to find a name for itfelf: thus Idalium cannot have been 
where Nicofia now is, but fomewherc do^n this riveV eaftwUrd, 

near 
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near the grove ; and by comparing what you find in my former 
letter with the map I now fend, you will perceive what difference 
there will always be l^tween informations and an adual furvey.— 
As Mr. Boddington had never been to the northward, we took my 
former route through the mountains, of which I have nothing fur- 
ther to fay. 

♦ 

Fro^v^alandrina we went towards the bay of Limeone, where 
t^ifels 60^ edft come to an anchor when they cannot fetch 
Cerinia; and if the grp^nd is clean and good, it has the appear- 
ance of a place of fafety. About two or three miles farther is a 
blulF-head, on which are. the nuns of Sanfta Marina, which has 
. not been a mean placed for feveral broken fufts, &c. arc to be feen 
.lying fcattered around it. Probably it was Macaria, the fitqation 
of which (hould be hereabouts ; the foil is very good, but lb much 
difregarded as to be covered with Ihrubs and underwood. 

The village of Agathou, on the Ikirts of the moimtains, is ex- 
tremely pleafent ; but we law nothing elfe worth regarding till wc 
came to Zdavlo, where we found a pretty good bay, with a rock 
on each fide, and ruins which polfibly may have been Aphrodiliuin, 
as this was the firft thing like a port which wc met witli in the 
divifion of Carpafs. From this place we mounted a very ffeep hill, 
in order to vifit the caffle of Cantara, the buildings and fortifica- 
tions of which, we were told, remained almoll entire. We ac- 
cordingly difinounted, at the foot of the rock on which it Hands ; 
and, after a very difficult and fatiguing fearch, afeended to a gate, 
through ■which we entered ; and viewing the wliole, found it as 
much out of repair as any we had feen. You have a Ikctch of 
it, fuch as it is, at N®. 6. 

The grcatell part of the country is extremely pleafant, particu- 
larly from Eftaborai to Platonilfe, .wlicre \rifing grounds covered 
with >vood, and opening'^gladcs, form an agreeable contrail : from 
<^)r td{>s of the low hills alxmt Lioi^narilTa' the pbins and gardens 
delight the eye j and tliiae is a grefit'deal of rurill fWtttnefs tn the 
' nSgJibburho^ of Agios Androniobfc^ ev&i to Gakatify, ftem which, ‘ 
dircdly north about a leaguci^iffi laff^i»6ad hfc^^od, with a 
little focky,^and both at tl^ i^^na weft 
ing we wiciifeito fiirvey it, aid jpalfed 

two chur^Mbliibo a mile feom ,'lid^' ^ 

this heai call the thbii^ia 
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the north weft is another much better ; the firft has a rifing ground 
on each fide ; that on the weft of the head, has been covered with 
buildings, one of which, being’ round, may have been a temple* 
dedicated to the goddefs of love ; and the whole I fuppofe to have 
been the Achajorum Littus, but I cannot allow the harbour a weft 
fituation, which the old geographers fay it had : indeed the old 
chart- makers feem to be very fond of giving their, bays and har- 
bours a weftern expofition, even when nature has made them eaft-^ 
crly ; for what reafon I know not ; but, be that as it may, this js 
a very bad harbour ; and, in my opinion, none can be fafe whicli 
are not fheltcred from the weft. 


About half a dozen miles from hence we ftruck off to the fouth- 
ward, to fee a ruinous village, where we were told we fhould find 
magnificent remains ; the place has, I believe, been of note ; and, 
by the cutting of the ftones, which lie fcattered up and down, 
feems to have been well built : two fquare towers, embattcllcd 
with a neat little chapel, are ftill ftanding ; the portraits of fome 
faints are undefaced, and two large cifterns not yet ruined ; but 
no figures in fculpture or letters are to be feen. — In the bay of the 
Carpafian Promontory the Golgi inhabited, not unlikely where we 
found a large, modern ciftern, with old foundations of houfes. 

The modern Carpafs is by no means fo fine a town as I expeded 
to fee ; it confifts ot a parcel of viley fcattered houfes and gardens; 
and I did not fee one handfome woman in the place, which hath 
been always famed for beauties. Here is a new church, built after 
the mean vulgar form, though the wooden carved work of the 
choir is better than what I have ever obferved in any Greek church, 
and muft have belonged to fome other, for it is very old. 


About two miles eaftward are fine ruins of a village, which 
they call Athendrae, though I cannot find it in any map I have 
feen : however, in many circumftanccs it anfwers the defeription 
of the ancient Carpafia, built by Pygmalion ; and I have takl;n the 
liberty to mark it as fuch in my chart. The ifland is very narrow 
‘ in this place, from whence we aieended to the top of Mount 'OIyn&-' 
pus, where Venus had another; fane,, in lieu of which we found, 
juft on the fummit, the ruins of a little, wretched Greek chapel. 
From this fpot, which is a great deal higher than any other part 
in the neighbourhood, I took the bearings of the eourttry to Cape 
Andre, or Glides Prom, and we found the air intolerably cold, 
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and fb moift, that a vellum paper-cafc that was in my pocket 
parched and Ihrivelled up with the heat, in a few minutes felt lui- 
mid, and foft as my glove. From hence to the point are little 
plain fpots interfperfed with bulhy hillocs, but altogether unin- 
habited. 

We returned through a variety of good and bad, beautiful and 
’lileak grounds, until wc arrived at the convent Canakarga ; wherC| 
reColledting that it would be proper to give you an idea of a Greek 
chijrch in their true tafte, I pulled out my pencil and nivide the 
Ikctch, 7. to lave mylclf the trouble of drawing and mcafur- 
ing, and you that of confidering, an ichnographical plan : I fhall 
.only inform you that it is built exadly according to the mode of 
the ancient Greek churches, which, you know, conliftcd of a 
vee^Sv^, or porch, sr^ovoio^y or outward chapel, ma, tlic body or nave, 
l 37 }(Aocy the chancel, and the altar. 

About three miles from hence we palled fome rocks of talc, then 
defeended into a delightful bottom, where Hands the village of 
Rofala, fiirrounded with rnm-Helds, gardens, gentle fwclls, pretty 
tufts of trees, and a natural fence of little hills. Half an hour 
farther we came to Komatougalou, which is prettily fituated, and 
the fields are well laid out near the fea : it was once fo cxtcnlive 
as to contain fourteen churches ; but now five-fixths of it lie in 
ruins, among which is the church of our Lady, where I found the 
following inlcription upon a ftone, accidentally hnd on the four 
pillars of the altar- table. It is written in old French, like thnt 
which Lient you from Dela-Pays ; I can read every letter, and 
many words I underftand ; but I cannot oblige you with an expla- 
nation of the whole, which I therefore leave to your own invefii- 
gation. 

lai GIST DAiHe ffl/lR<5V6CJlISU 

'' BovnAPfi 6C ecspov^oc ox h v. 

^^fkPf:.ssiYiecAT}aoiT\€fiD’eecBe 

ilULR ox. LLa- ^ • PilSSAAXTtX- 

ions jfiec^m RLjr?> dqcooakx 
imr'as?. 


Through 
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Through a number of delightful, fpots we came to Famagufta ; 
and from Caftro, where there are ftill cifterns, with the remains of 
a town and fort upon a little hill, I traced a caufeway, made in 
the Roman manner, the whole way to Salamis, where we loft it 
for a wliile, and found it again, proceeding almoft as far as the 
garrifon, which we reached at noon, having travelled above nine 
hours that morning, with intention to ftroll about the city after 
dinner. But the filly people of the country, being alarmed at 013^'% 
taking notes and making fkctches, and cfpecially at my lookuig 
often upon my compafs, which they took to be a fort of divination, 
began to imagine we were people fent to reconnoitre proper places 
for defeents, and obferve where their greateft ftrength or weaknefs 
lay. Thefc notions arc circulated with incredible rapidity ; and, ^ 
like fnow-balJs, gather as they roll along: nay, they produced fuch 
a clamour at Cerinia, that the cadi fent a meflage, defiring to know 
our bulinefs, and whither we were going. Our anfwer to this im- 
pertinent addrefs, was, that we were in fearch of our pleafurcs, 
and he had no bufinefs to afk what they were. — This wife magif- 
trate was weak enough to inform the muhaflel, that we were em- 
ployed, by the Venetians, as fpicsj and that we had made draw- 
ings of the harbour, town, and caftle: in confeqnence of this 
impeachment, the muhaflel fent for Signior Crutta, chief drugo- 
man to the Britifti nation, who happened to be at Nicofia, and 
queftioned him touching this important natter ; which Mr. Crutta 
explained fo much to his fatisfadion, that he could not help laugh- 
ing at the officious fool who had fciit fuch intimation. Befides this 
accufation, we were expofed to other dangers ; for people were ac- 
tually fent to way-lay us ; but one of them, having moic confi- 
dcration than his fellows, diverted them from their purpofe, by re- 
prefenting that we were Britifh fubjeds, and friends to the govern- 
ment. — Thefe circumftances, fimple though they feem to be, to- 
gether with an expreflion which was dropped by a fellow as we 
paffed by the fide of the foflee of Famagufta, made us determine 
to avoid the rifque of being infulted in the town, which both of 
us had feen before : we therefore turned afide into the garden, 
where I had formerly lodged ; there we refrefhed ourfelves with good 
.meat and drink, and cooled our half-burnt carcafes in the Ihadof ' 
from whence we did not ftir that whole afternoon ; but next morn 
ing fet out for Larneca, where we arrived in fafetyj without having 
feen any other thing worth mentioning, except large tra<fts of fine 
land, which lie quite uncultivated. • 


t 


Thus 
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Thus I finifhed a tour of about fix hundred miles, with lefi fa- 
tigue perhaps than that you will undergo in reading the account of 
it ; for I had already written fo much to my friends concerning Cy- 
prus, that the little matter it affords was in a good meafure exhauficd. 
’This letter, however, you will be lb good as to receive by way 
ofjteftimony of that efteem and afFe< 5 tion, with which I continue 
to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Alcxandretta, 
iov. 13. 1750. 

Your moft obedient fervant. 


The water is now brought 
into the city of Larneca. 







Route from London to Cyprus 


1 74+- 
May 1 1 . 


I 2. 


u- 


21 . 


24. 


^5- 


26 


From London to 

I Ngatdlon in Idlcx 
Whiihani 
Colchcftcr 
Manintrce 
Harwich 

Hclvoctfliiys in Holland : failed the i6th 
Bricl 

Rotterdam upon the Maelc, or Mofa 
Gouda - - - . 

Bodegraven 
Woerden in Utrecht 

Utrecht 

Amcrocn 

Khenum 

Griep 

Wageningen 

Arnheim * * 

Crofled the Yflel 
Douve in CJcves ■“ 

-^cvenaar 

Cl oiled the Rhyne to Neder Alten 
Crofled the old Rhyne a little further 
Cleves in Weftphalia 
Xanten 

Rcinlberg in the Palatinate - • 

Hochftraafs 

Urtingen 

Neils 


Culn upon the Rhyne - - 

28. Bonn, thc'^rtfidence of the eleJlor of Culn 
, Mclham ^ . 

Andernach . - “ ■ 

Coblentz, the refidence of the clcdor of Treves 
Here we crofled the Mofel, then the Rhyne 
Mbntcbar 

Limburgh. Here we crolTed tl^ Loan 
Zckzcrfpaa . . - 

Zcltzcr * " * 

Kiinigftein in Hcflia. Crofled the Riedheim 

Fraoefurt upon the Mayne or M®nus 

• jrinf3. Hanau upon the Maytic and Kinzig 


29. 


30- 


/Ancient r.am?*. 

Culonit, Colcef^ris. 
Harvicum. 

RoUrodamum. 


r* Antonia, Tra- 
^ jrehim Intcrlu^, 
^iUiiccruim, Ul- 


Arcnacnm. 

Alifa.FofTi 
Diuiiana, Jila. 


Khrni)9. 

[C:iivia, Calonia, 
[ Caflra Ulpia. 

Rhenoberga. 


tJrg. nil 


92 


52 


41 


Ciifluentcs. 


J Francofurtiim 
Traj'‘/li»fn Fran- 
coi u Qr)H«leoopo)if 

Hinovia. 


V.np. 

n'lik)* 

I 

23 

J 2 

10 
12 

108 

6 

12 

12 

6 

1 1 


10’ 


45 

40 

2r^ 


^ Color U Ubiorum 
5 Colonia Agrippina I 
• ^ Colonu Agrippa, * 

J AiaUhiorumCo. I 
loniii JuJia Bt)na. | 5® 


50 


3« 


17 

6 

2 

12 
8 

3 

4 

4 

8 

9 

20 

12 

8 

8 

16 

28 

13 

*8 

20 

12 


50 

50 



Dot* 



2^^ 


J/H- 
June 3. 


routes. 


5- 


/ • 


10. 


11. 


15. 


From Ilanau to 

Dcttingcn in the Palatinate - •* , 

AfchaH’enburg . - - 

Crofied the Mayne to Oppenburg 
Wchr - . - - 

Mildeburg . - - 

I'ygebicl - - - - 

Bischofflheim . - - 

Crollcd the Tauber to KonigfliofF 
Again, to Mcrkentahl or Merkentheim in Franconia 
Hirpllhaufen - - ■ 

Kipach - - - " 

Blaiifelticn • - 

IJengflfeJc - - - 

SchneldorfT . - - 

Dinkclfpiel in Suevia 

Fremting . > - 

Mayne - - - - 

1 J Irit'h, by the river Vernitz 
IJarlnirg - - 

Donawertz in Bavaria 

Crofled the Danube ^where Vernitz falls into it 
Mchriingen in Suevia 
NoriulorlF. Crofled the Mutter 
Mcdlingen . . - 

Kerfloff 

Augfpurg upon the Lech . - 
Lcchiclt in Bavaria 
Landfperg 

Afchc - - - 

DenkVingcn 

Schonga. Crofled the Lech, Liens, or Lycias 
Paytting - - - 

Crofled the Ammcr 
Crofled it again - - 

Again to Ammcrfgau 
Eaol 

The foot of tlie mountain Hahenberg 
Along the fide of the river Louifa : crofled it 
Batingkerch • - 

Mittenwald - . - 

Crofled the Ifer, to Sharnitz 


Ancient name. 


Afeiburgum. 


Latitude* 1 

Eng. 

deg. 

min. 

milcf. 

49 

57 

12 

49 

52 

8 

12 

8 

49 

42 


49 

35 

8 

49 

25 

4 

12 


Donaverda. 

J Danubiuf, and 
Ifter. 


C AuguAi, Augufta 
^Vendelicotuin 


49 


48 45 


48 20 

47 50 


12. 

Secfeld in Tyrol 

Zierl, along the river Inn 

• 

J/Fni Pena, 
iPom ASoi* 


Iniprog : croflTed the Inn 

- 

> 3 - 

Unterfehepard : crofled the Siel 


Schoftberg 

m 

Cetiua* 

14. 

Crofled the Siel to Steinach 

Crofled the Siel fix times to Brenner 

* 



Gozenfafs 
Stirtz;** >n : crofled the Eyfoch , 

MavV'--L 

Crofleu the Eylbch 
Brixen upon the Eyfoch 
Clauhaufen 
Cutman • 

Atzwang 

Teutfehen, from Culman all along th? river 

/ 


Subla^io. 


47 


4^ 3.5 


6 
. fi 

10 

6 

'5 

9 

3 

1 

$ 

6 

4 

6 

'i 

5 
18 

9 

10 

4 

12 

2 
8 

4 

6 

3 

4 
3 

5 
12 

3 

6 

‘8 

10 

"T' 

9 

8 

12 

9 

6 

6 

9 

9 

9 

3 


Crofled 
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1744. From Teutfchen 

June 15. Ciofled the Eyfoch, now called Etchc 
Bozen upon the Etche 

LufFcrs - - , _ 

Brandfol 

16. Aour . - . . 

New Mark - _ . 

Sellourn 

Welifchmichel 

Laibiefch 

Trient upon the Etche, now called Adige 

17. Cagliano - - - 

Rovercdo ; croflcd the Lai no 

Ala 

Borghetta, on the other fide of the Adige 
Peri, in the Venetian Hate 
Dulce - - . 

iS. Chiufa, ftill upon the Adige 
Sega : crofled the Adige 
Pil'chiera upon the Lago di Guardo 
Ofteria del Papa - - - 

Definfano 

Lunata ... 

19. Crofled the Ghiefa 

Along the Naviglio to Sanda Femina 
Brefcia - - 

Cuccaia . . . 

Palafoglia : crofled the Oglio 
to. Orliana . . . 

Canonica in the Mllanefe 
CroiTed the Adda, and Naviglio at Vabro, to 
Dozella 

Modro - i . 

Milano - 

22. Binafeo ... 

La Certofa, a Carthufian convent 

Pavia upon the Tefin 

23. Crofled the Tefin, then the Gravalone 

By the Po morto, or former channel, and crofled 
the Po 

Voghera ... 

Ponte Gherona - - - 

Tortona, belonging to the king of Sardinia - 
Croflfed the Scrivia 

Again at Elqua . _ - 

Saravall6 della Scrivia - 

24. Gavi, in the Genoefe ftate : crofled the Lcma 

Crofled the Carofla 

Ottagio <\ - - - 

Piekra la Vil^ra 

Caiiipo Marline - - - 

Crofled thfe Penfevra often to Genoa 
a6. Capo di Porto find, by fea 

Portb Venere . - - 

27. Livorno iri Tufeafiy 
24. Pifa upon the Ariio 
26. Ladna 
Farnacetti 
Ponfederf^ 

4D 


>8 




T: idrn* jm. 


Latitude*, 
drg. min 

46 15 


45 5 




Brixia, 


45 20 


45 


Mediolanum. 


44 50 


Tainum. 44 45 


July 


>( 


i Hercul'j LabrO' 
oil ^ 

Pifi 


if- '.IT-- 


44 *5 


44 


43 


Eng. 

riliics. 

2 
8 
6 

3 

4 

5 

6 

0 
6 
6 

9 
6 

12 

6 

3 

0 

2 

7 

10 

1 

11 

4 
4 

7 
4 
iS 

12 
1 2 
12 

7 

7 

8 

12 
6 
6 

1 

12 

8 
6 
6 

2 

10 

3 
7 
2 

3 

11 

9 

18 

54 
72 
16 

7- 

i 

3 

Crofled 


10 



ROUTES. 


t 7 ; 4 - 

fijiv : 


I'rom Pontcderra to 
CroIIcd the Erra 

Montjopodi ... 

Santo Komano upon Elfa 
Impoli - . - 

Puntormo . . . 

Montelupo . . ^ 

Laluftcra - - 

Crofll'd the Garreve 
Florence upon the Arno 
Uceliatorio - - - 

St. Pietra a Sceva, upon the Sc^a : eroded it 
Crofled the Starperia 2. to Starperia 1. 

II Giogo ... 

FVrinfala upon Ferinfala 

Pietra Mara in the ecclefiaftic date 


Ancient name* 


Luicude. F.ng. 

. Tiiltf, 

deg. niJi). 


Florendttm. 


Poccolina, the pafs of the Po 
Paviola, by water upon the Po 
Crociara, on foot, to avoid quarantine 
F'rancenelli 

Paflato di Rofati : crofled the canal Bianco 
Boara upon the Adige : crofled it 
Stangaila : crofled the canal Negro 
Monte Vclefi 
Bataglio 

Padua upon Brenta : crofled it 
Stra, *) 


Patavium* 


Dolo, 

1 <a Mira, 

Moran/.ina, 

Fufina 

Venice, by lea 

Malamoco 

Ifland Porno 

Santo Andrea 

Lifla 

Agofta 

Farm 

Mcrlcrc 

Corfu 

Pachfu 

Anti Pachfu 

Santo Mauro 

Ccphalonia 


• f 

Strivoli 

Sapienza : S. W. point 
Matapan 
Ccrigr- Fort 
lyfe.f -: N.W. point 
W. point 
Ifland Specie 
Saint Andros : N. W. 


•all upon the Brenta 


Venetia. 

Mothuacum. 


Corey ra. 


43 25 « 


Scaringo J_,acino 

- 


5 

Soria Nicova 

- 


10 

Croircd the Piaforio to Bologna 

- 

Bononia. 44 

15 • 

7. Minerbc 

- 


1 2 

S. Paflage of the Reno 

- 


10 

Ferrara 

- 

Ferrarift* 44 

30 10 


45 

20 

4-5 

20 

43 

12 

43 

8 

43 

8 

42 

56 

40 

12 

40 

8 

39 

5* 

39 

16 

39 

16 

38t- 



- 

1 p'&phalenia 1, 

38 

16 

634™- 

. Ztcynthus I. 

37 


- 

^ Strophadei I, 

37 


- 

Sphagiie I. 

36 

54 

- 

. Taenarium P, 

36 

34 

- 

Cytheri 1* 

36 

20 

- 

MeJofi !• 

36 

40 

• 

Cii I. . 

37 

32 

- 

Epiropia I. 

37 

18 

“ 

AadfOi I» 

37 

44 



J/ 44 * 
Aug. lo. 


ROUT 

From Saint Andros to 
Myconus, road 

Cape Calaberno upon tlic main 

Smyrna : diredt courfe 459m. mine 58 

Cape C-alabcrno 

Nacarie : N. W. point 

Stanchio : El. fide of the bay 

Cape Gre 

Rhodes ; N. FI. end 
Cyprus ; N. W. end 
Cyprus : N. F.. point 
Alexandretta or Scanderoon 
Tripoli 

Cyprus. Bay of Salines 
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Ancient (umc. 

1.V 

tndr. 

r.i'g. 



<1 gf 

min. 



I. 

37 

1 I 

36 

- 

Aigriium 1 *. 

3 ?< 

I 2 

75 


Sinyrn4, 

37 

54 

57 

- 

Argenum P. 

3 « 

12 

57 

- 

Iciirit I. 

37 

25 

81 

- 

C 8 I. 

3 f> 

55 

75 

- 

GnivJuf* 

36 

40 

1 

- 

RhtKius, Pelagii. 

3 (> 

23 

■ 54 

- 

Cyprus. 

s - 
> 

3 « 

.83 

- 

C>i»rus. 

3 . 

40 

144 

- 

Alcxitndiij. 

3 <» 

40 

90 


Tripolis. 

34 


14 ‘ 

- 

Citj S nu^ 

34 

3 « 

126 


Total 

- 

3885 


Different Routes. 


From Larnica in Cyprus to 
Lavadia 
Famagutta 


From Larnica to the river Pero 

River Athalas 

Nicofia 

Nifo, village 

Korno, village 

Maria, garden 

Limelbl 

River Vafilo 

Old Limefol, Amathus 

Mari, village 

Chitty 

Larnica 


From Alexandretta in Syria to 
Bylan 
Caramoot 
River Fgregetzi 
River Orontes 
Mirmira 
Ponte Ferro 

- 

'I’eree ' \- 

Balkoi 

1 SamfK) di melle | 

• Aleppo ^ 




Miles. 


9 

24 


From Aleppo to 
Bramoefi 
Cantaman 

Seyd Abd Orrahman’s fountain 
Morah 
» 6 |Tcftenas 
6 Ahoon 
B.Pietnicfli 
iSjEglib 
9 :Martim 

tSjPlains of Roudge 
24 Acaphar 
4 j Plains of Shoglc 
2 ^ Bridge at Shogle 
12 ^Spring near budama 

Sheck’s wife, or, Shaklagouge 
^:A Caphjir 

I :jo Precipice on the river Chorochce 
hr.. “^Ia mountain, very bad 
Balilica 

Miln of Achunbratch 
Sacobec 
Latachia 


3 

3 

3 

1 

2 


30 


30 

30 

30 

30 


his. min« 


i 15 

1 4.-5 

55 
3 

i 

40 
40 
I 25 

55 
I 30 

1 25 

2 35 

2 

3 

2 KO 

I 45 
55 

35 

1 25 

45 

2 10 
I 10 


33 40 


3 

9 

3 

I 

_3 

35 


30 

30 

JO 

00 


In the above journey, 1 reckon, I tra- 
velled about 37 miles an hour ; fo that the 
diftance may be about 110 miles. ^ 


I do not think I travelled above 2^ miles 
an hour ; fo that I judge the diftance to be 
about 88 tniles: but every route in thefe 
countries differs according as the perfon, tra- 
vels ifaft or flow. 


From 



ROUTES. 




Route from Aleppo. 


« 747 - 
Aug. 17. 


hrs. tnin* 


From Aleppo to a little mount 

Belremont 

Mara 

Jakid 

Churbafin 

A ruined village 

Banazur 

Sourchoun 

St. Simeon 

Chazavia 

The river Aphreeh 

Pofoul on the faid river 

A little farther a fpring, then to Arfliia 

Mill of Catmah 

Village of Catmah 

Sinkalec . - - 

Hazanec 

Afpring 

The river Aphreen 

Crofled this river to Corus 

Crofled the bridge over the Sabone 

I'o the river Aphreen : crofled it 

Crofled a river at the foot of a hill 

Carnavee, a fine fpring on the other fide 

King Alli’s fountain, a ftripe or rill, to Belhanah 

Gangeen 

Honous 

Sipri 

Hill where I drew Ronwant caftle 

The foot of the caftlc-hill 

A fmall rivulet in a bottom 

Harfic 

Morejano 

UJuhan 

Zufehur in the mountain 
Weft end of Aintab 

Mill upon the river of Aintab, or Sadjour 

Crofled the bridge of the river 

To Urmana 

Babeilye 

Kizadjeek 

Jagdejeen - - 

A well in the defart 
A fpring carried in a leader 
Pretty fpots and vineyards 

Nizieb - - - I 

To a ruined village - - » . 

Iflahd of the Euphrates at Beer 

The Touzad, a khane and garden ; crofled the river 

Bank where a bay by the Euphrates is formed 

Jerabohis, a good fpring 

A gnr * fpring 

A brooR hear the river Aphor *, crofled it 


25 

37 ^ 

27 f 

12 


* 59 

‘3 


50 

45 
I 05 


» 25 

35 
'5 
55 
3 45 
2 35 
40 


* 35 

30 

3 ® 5 .-> 
a' 21^ 

1 to * 
t 20 

' *5 

2 

1 40 

30 

*5 

Ruined 



ROUTES. 


• 7 +T- 

Aug. 27. Ruined village * 

Village Sadjoyr on tlie river of that name ; croffcd it 

28. AJpring 

Bumbouch • 

29. A.ruined village = 

A pit>vrell» perhaps the head of the aqusedudt 
Bizay - - * 

Baab fountain, or Ain il Baab j 

30. To Baab > " 

The hill of Sheck Atin Ebin 

TedifF bridge - - 

Surbas - ' - 

31. Sheck Mahumed’s houfc s ^ ^ 

Aleppo - ^ “ 


.Which, at 3 miles per hour, makes 238^ miles, or, for neatnefs 

of flaking, 240 miles. 


289 

liri. min. 

30 

2 25 

2 25 

J 5 

2 45 

45 

4 20 

45 

»5 

45 

3 

3 *5 

J » 5 _ 

79 30 


Route from Antioch to Seleucia. 


1748. *'"• 

From Antioch to a bridge over the river CaHargee 2 20 

To a rivulet i croflied it - 2 - ^ 40 

To another which we eroded . - - - i 

To Chara, which Bands on Charachai, or Black river - 35 

Croflfed that river, which runs to the Orontes - ro 

To C^bacharna * ^ - • 25 

To a ‘‘rivulet amidfl: gardens » - 20 

tn a few minutes eroded the Charachoock, then another branch of it. 

To Mufhrichi - - - 4® 

eroded a rivulet twice, then to Zeytooti - 30 

To* Souldi, or the new port of Seleucia ■ - * 25 

To Gededce, a fine village for gardens ^ - 45 

To the catacombs - - - 3.5 

To the city and old port of Seleucia ^ ; 1 


8 25 

About 25 miles, at 3 miles per hour. 


Route from S^int Simeon to Furjeia. 


' From St. Simeon to Chattura under Shetk Baraket - 50 

Tf> Dartazah through the mountains - \ - 55 

To a ruin on the right of the road, firB of the plain ■ • 35 

To Tulladie on the plain - - '*“ * 3 ® 

To !1 Caffar - - - ' ' - 35 

To Oanah ' - - * - - 20 

To Tullach barcen, near Julian’s Caufey s f! 40 

4E To 



2(^0 

1/4^. 


R O U 


ToChilHe 
To Keftecn 
To Martaban 
1 o Martmilhrhia 
To old Eglib 
To Eglib 
To Bechfaloon 
To Nachiiah 
To Caffranged r 

To Rhia 

To the fountian Belvedere 
I’o CafFarlatin over the mountam 
To the ruins of Aboufmiah 
1 o Shecnan ruins 
To Furkia ruins 


E S. 


> 


Forty-two niilcs, at three miles per hour. 


hrs# milt# 





Route from Rhia to Bara. 


From Rhia to Oramilgioufc : here is a fine Ipring 
'I'o the catacombs in the vineyards 
I'o Ramie, near the prophet Job’s hill 
To Miryan . - - 

To the ruins of Magara 

I'o Aflein, including the difiance to Miryan, being the road 

To Cafiar il Bara, in noble ruins 

To the cafile hill thereof , - “ 

To Vady myrtchoon in a rocky valley - 

'I'o Iviic\gi\c'ia - - ' •*. 

To Bara 

To Cafiar il Baca, there being no other road to Rhia 


a 

4 

■« 


Seventeen miles, at three miles per- hour. 


R o u T E from Rhia to Aleppo. 


45 

5 

55 

20 

20 

45 

45 

»5 

20 

35 

20 

ic 


40 


From Rhia to Infabin , - 

'I’o Surmin - - - . 

To Talhaiah - ~ ' 

'I'o a deferred village in a charming extenfive plain 
'Fo the* hill near which Chalcis or Old Aleppo ftands' 

I'o the ruins of the city - - 

'I'o Burmar, crofs a canal from the Singas 

'Fo a mill ^)n a branch of that river 

I'o ZeVir Ml : crofled the river 

Tt/^V-U^ian 

'Fo 'Windier rerras = . - 

'Fo Ramoofa ^ - r. 

To Aleppo - * • • ' 

f 

Forty-feven miles, at three miles per 
6 


\ 


hour. 


5« 

55 

•/5 

*»5 

55 

*5 

40 

30 

*5. 

55 

40 


Ni5 


20 


So 
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So many routes may pofTibly frighten you j but they arc of abfolute ufe to any of 
your friends who may travel in this country. One more only you fliall have. 


R o u E from Aleppo t6 Antioch through the hills. 

1748.' " 


From Aleppo to BaLHani, a fine fpring • * 55 

To Rupci.bra - - - i 20 

To Chutlcc, a ruined village - - 50 

To Adaphee . - . ,55 

To Liginee - - 55 

To Aianic . - t 35 

To Kef teen : good quarters - 35 

To Dcyatan, through olives. • - - » 

'lo a well juft by the paflage through the hills - 110 

To an arbour near Erminar : a pretty bottom, rivulet, See. - » ;v> 

To a little village - - - 3 *^ 

'I'o a winding brook in a hollow - » 

'I’o Salchein - - - * 5^^ 

Tollamfea: crolTcd a brook by a mill - - * 2^; 

'I'o the ferry of Orontes - - - 5 

To the top of the hill : a fight of the river’s windings . - 5 ^ 

To Calkencttc, which has beauty and a fine view - 3 *^^ 

To a little brook, which we crofted - 35 

To a river which falls into the Orontes : crofted it * * 5 

To Elacandia - - ■ *5 

To Buikbourich - - "45 

rivulet, which we crofted - " * 5 

To a bridge, by which we Crofted a brook • ■ 45 

To another, which we croflfed - * *5 

To the caft end of Antioch, by too dangerous a paftfage for any 
body to attempt, juft where the communication was betv.ixt 
the two high rocks - t * * 5 

'I'hcn through the gardens to the khanc. 

1 40 

•Sixty-five miles, at three miles an hour. 


Route 





R O U T E 8. 


R o u T E from Alexandretta to Arib^s. 


« 749 * 


To a river that comet from Tacotb's wdl» and other fpriogs, called 
Hogg^ Soo • 

To anodier. from the mountuns cdied Bylan Chari • 

To another' which falls iiito a huge bay . • 

Tcfthc great river Gourglana « - 

To ruins far. in the fea » 

ToCoul^han point r ?. • 

To a ruin of a Iquare building - 

To a rivulet - , * •• 

To another rivulet , - r 

To another . - - r* • 

To the great river at Arfous 


Light-horle, at four miles an hour, is about twenty-feven miles. 



Route from Alexandretta to Byafs. 


To the river flowing from Aflcerbeg village, called Baluclee Afy 
To a rivulet from Kurkeeb village • - • 

To Jonah’s Pillars, near the callle and rivulet Merkefs «• 

To a..,river and bridgje called Yteleedire - ^ 

To the river and town of Byafs - • 

To the Marine - r. ' •» • » , t 

t" ■ 

At four miles an hotir^ is about fixmen miles. 


20 

a5 

55 

40 

1 20 
_»5 


’R p if T 
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Route from Larneca. 


To Chitty = 

To Mazato - 

To Maroni 
To Marin ^ 

To Amathufa ^ 

^o Limefol 
To Zacatzi 
To Colds 
To Pifcdpi 
To Livachi 

To Chapotamds bridge 
To Couclia 
To Time 
To Afeglia 
To Coloni 
To Baflb 
To Giourga 
To Stroumbi 
To Chrdunou 
To Scouli 

*]b Chrifophou ^ 

To Poll di Chrifophoii 
lb Simboula river 
To Pierga river 0 

To Lefca port = 

To Lefca s 

To Cunara river 
To Gambd 
To Sakifra 

To Madonna di Chekka 
To Moiildoula 
T ypaUopanaidti 
iiro St. John’s convent 
To Agios Nicold 
To Sera potamds 
To Bralkidn 
To Morfou 
To Paledmilo 
To a fpring in a conduit 
To Palaird^nibo 
To Hierdlakko^ 

,T!»«Agi05 Dometis 
To Nicolia by Ccrinla gate 
To Arra 

.ToA!^ridin - 

‘To fome petrified roots of trees 

To Lapethd 

To Kericha 

To Carmi 

To the foot of Agios Largos hill 
The fliort road to Carmi 
To Shembrd 


8 To Cerinia 
6 To Dela Pays 
10 To Agios pharentis 
3 To Agios Dichtitos 

1 3 To St. Elia 

6 To Plkimiiti river 

2 To Aigrofsi 

3 To Calo Cerinia 

2 To Malandn'na 
12 To Agathou 

14 To Zdavld 

3 To the foot of Cantara hill 
3 To Kridia 

2 To Komifebier 
i^iTo Ettabomi 
4r To Liornarifla 
4i- To Vafsili 

7 To Canakarga convent 
5 To Agios Andronieds 

3 To Galoufa 

2 To Acheorum Littus, round the 

3 head, and back to Galoufa 
10 To a ruined town 

14 To Seligna gardens 
io| lb Carpafs - 

3 To mount Olynipus 

4 To Gatcrnabornai r. 


12 To 
li To 
7 lb 
104 lb 
I lb 
I To 
12 To 
4l To 
3 To 
3 To 
6 i To 
3 ; To 


3 t To 

2 To 
liTo 
6 To 
4l- To 
9iTo 
4 t To 

3 To 
8iTo 

4 
3 c 

4. F 


Cordvia 
EUftjo 
Agios Sclld 
Polctica 

Canakarga convent 

Vaffili 

Rofila 

Komkougalou 

Tavdre 

Gavd 

Agios I'hddords 
Gamkis 
Cafiro 
Salamfs 
Famagulla 
St. Nicolo gardens 
Derinia 
Paralimni 
Sanfba Nappa 
Potamds 
Silophadu 
Ormidia 
I.arncca 


Inland 
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Inland Tour, 

From Malandrina to Agios Sabati 
To Andcphonitis - 

'fo Griico 

To 'f ripemin garden 

To Kiados - * 

To Shila* 

I'o Cornogitos 

To Epicho 

To Citraea 

I'o St. Chrifoftomos 

To the foot of Spitia tis Regfna rock 

I'o Palxcitraea 

'J'o Touciou 

To Mannia 

To Ochia 


Mikt. 

It 

2 

5 

3 


To BatUt 

To Lfvadia of Lifia 
To Cougla 
ToKalopfidU 
To Acheridou 
To Ingomia 
To Salamis 


MUct. 

4 

4 

4t 

5 
z 


1 

2 

4 

6 

2 

12 

2 


From X.arneca to Nicofia 
From Famaguila to Larneca 
Brought over from the preceding page 48 


75 

24 

*4 


4 

2 
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THERMOMETER TABLE, 


A r 

LARNICA in CYPRUS, 

From July i, 1745, to June 30, 1747. 


M. ftands for Morning, b. below. T. Temperate. 

N. for Noon. E. H. extreme Heat. C. Cold. 

Nt: Night. S. Sultry. No Ob. no Obfervation. 

I*]. Evening. H. Hot. h, whether placed by itfelf, or 

a. above. W. Warm. after a Figure, lignilies i. 
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thermometer table, 

A T 

A L E P P 0, 

From Sept, 21, i 747 i to Sept, 21, 1749. 
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ALEPPO. 


k 7481 Hours |Tiiefi».| Winds 
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